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PREFATORY  NOTE. 


The  edition  of  Lord  Cliesterfield^s  writings,  of 
which  tliia  is  a  reprint,  consisted  originally  of  four 
volumes,  published  in  1845.  These  were  supple- 
'mented  in  1853  by  a  fiHh  volume,  containing 
Speeches,  £68ayB,  and  other  miscellaneous  matter, 
together  with  a  considerable  number  of  passages 
omitted  from  the  letters  to  his  son  and  to  the  Bishop 
of  Waterford,  as  previously  published,  and  supplied 
from  the  original  MSS.,  which  had  m  the  interval 
)me  into  the  editor's  hands.  In  the  present  edition 
these  passages  have  been  inserted  in  the  places  where 
they  belong,  this  being  obviously  the  course  which 
Earl  Stanhope  would  himself  have  a<lopted  if  he  had 
had  the  opportunity.  The  reason  for  the  omissions  is 
in  most  cases  apparent,  aud,  in  order  that  the  reader 
may  have  his  attention  directed  to  it,  the  additional 
matter,  except  where  it  consists  merely  of  a  sup- 
pressed name,  has  been  distinguished  from  the  con- 
text by  being  enclosed  between  brackets. 
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PREFACE. 


Philip  Dormee  Stanhope,  fourtli  Earl  of  Chester- 
field, one  of  the  most  shining  characters  of  hia  age, 
waa  born  in  London  on  the  2'2nd  of  September,  1694. 
His  father — a  man  of  morose  and  gloomy  temper — 
appears  from  hie  earliest  years  to  have  conceived  a 
coldness,  nay,  aversion  to  him.*  But  the  parental 
place  was  in  great  measure  supplietl  by  his  grand- 
mother, the  Marchioness  of  Halifax,  who  with  great 
accomplishments  combined  an  overflowing  benevo- 
lence. At  the  age  of  eighteen  young  Stanhope  waa 
sent  to  complete  his  studies  at  Cambridge.  Accord- 
ing to  his  own  account  many  years  nfterwards,  **  at 
**  the  University  I  was  an  absolute  pedant.  When  I 
"tiiikcd  my  best  T  quoted  Horace;  when  I  aimed  at 
"  being  facetious,  I  quoted  Martial ;  and  when  I  had 
'*  a  mind  to  be  a  fine  gentleman^  I  talked  Ovid.  I 
"was  convinced  that  none  hut  tlie  ancients  had  com- 
"  mon  sense,  that  the  classics  contained  everything 
"that  was  either  necessary,  useful,  or  ornamental, 
"  to  men ;  and  I  was  not  even  without  thoughts  of 
"wearing  the  toga  virius  of  the  Romans,  instead 
"of  the  vulgar  and  illiberal  dress  of  the  moderns." f 
Yet  tliere  is  reason  to  suspect  that  this  was  not  the 

*  8e«  B  I^etter,  dated  1703,  in  Allerbury'ii  OorrMpoodence,  vol.  ii. 
t  Letter  to  bia  Son,  Jane  S4, 17M. 
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real  fact  with  him-self,  but  only  an  encouraging  ex- 
ample held  forth  to  his  son  to  show  him  how  pedantry 
may  l>e  succesafully  surmounted.  Certaiu  it  is,  that 
the  few  letters  preserved  of  Chesterfield,  during  his 
nonage,  display  wit,  acuteness,  and  knowledge  of  the 
world.  TiiuB,  from  Paris,  in  1714,  he  writes  satirically: 
"  I  shall  not  give  you  my  opinion  of  the  French, 
"  because  I  am  very  often  taken  for  one  of  them ; 
"and  several  have  paid  me  the  highest  compliment 
"they  think  it  in  their  power  to  bestow;  which  is, 
"'Sir,  you  are  just  like  ourselves  I'  I  shall  only  tell 
"you  that  I  am  insolent;  1  talk  a  great  deal;  I  am 
"  very  loud  and  peremptory ;  I  sing  and  danoe  as  I 
"walk  along;  and,  above  all,  I  spend  an  immense 
"sum  in  hair-powder,  feathers,  and  white  gloves!"* 
His  corresjxmdent,  on  thi^j  occasion,  was  Af.  Jouneau, 
a  tedious  old  gentleman,  of  whose  acquaintance  ho 
was  evidently  weary ;  but  it  is,  I  fear,  in  some  degree 
characteristic  of  Chesterfield,  that  this,  the  very  last 
letter  he  ever  wrote  to  that  person,  contains  the  fol- 
lowing expressions : — "  You  reproach  me,  and  not 
**  without  cause,  for  not  having  written  to  you  since 
"I  came  to  Paris.  I  confess  ray  fault;  I  repent  of 
"it,  and  you  will  be  convinced  of  the  sincerity  of  my 
"repentance  by  the  number  of  letters  with  which  I 
"shall  in  future  overwhelm  you.  You  will  cry  out 
**for  quarter,  but  in  vain ;  I  shall  punish  you  for  not 
J*  having  known  your  first  happiness  I" 

Chesterfield  had  entered   the  House  of  Commons 
even  before  the  legal  age  ;-|-  but  allured  by  pleasures, 

*  8efl  rol.  ill.  of  thia  edIUon.    Origiiul  in  French, 
t  An  account  of  his  fli«t  speech,  In  Augiut  1715,  Uefora  he  had 
kthiiued  hU  miyority,  will  be  found  Id  vx>1.  fv.  of  ihls  «ditfoQ. 
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into  which  he  plungetl  witli  no  common  eagerness^  he 
shrunk  from  the  arduons  labours  of  a  statesman.  It 
was  not  till  the  death  of  hia  father,  in  1726,  that  he 
began  in  ejirneet  to  tread  the  thorny  paths  of  ambir 
tion.  Nature  had  endowed  him  with  a  brilliant  and 
ready  wit,  which  was  sometimes  the  delight,  some- 
times the  scourge,  but  always  t!ie  wonder  of  his  com- 
panions; and  which  shone  alike  in  his  most  laboured 
writings,  and  his  least  premeditated  sallies.  Uis  own 
care  had  formed  manners,  still  proverbial  for  their 
excellence,  and,  in  his  own  time,  the  model  for  tlie 
world  of  fashion  ;  while  attaining  the  highest  degree 
of  courtly  polish,  they  had  neither  relaxed  into  in- 
sipidity, nor  stiffened  into  superciliousness;  but  were 
aaimaled  and  enlivened  by  a  never-failiug  anxiety  to 
please.  As  is  acknowledged  by  liimt^elf — "Call  it 
"  vanity,  if  you  will — and  possibly  it  was  so ;  but  my 
"  great  object  was  to  make  every  man  I  met  like  me, 
"  and  every  woman  love  me,  1  often  succeeded,  but 
"why?  By  taking  great  pains."*  But  these  more 
superficial  gi*aces  and  accomplishments  were,  it  speedily 
appeared,  supported  by  what  alone  can  support  them  in 
public  life ;  a  large  and  solid  fund  of  reading.  "  No- 
"  body,"  says  he  to  his  son, "  ever  lent  themselves  more 
"than  I  did,  when  I  was  young,  to  the  pleasures  and 
"  dissipation  of  good  company ;  I  even  did  it  too  mucli. 
"But  then  I  can  assure  you,  that  I  always  found 
*'  time  fur  serious  studies  ;  and  when  1  could  find  it  no 
"other  way,  I  took  it  out  of  my  sleep ;  for  I  resolved 
"  always  to  rise  early  in  the  morning,  liowever  late  I 
**went  to  bed  at  night;  and  this  resolution  I  have 
"kept  so  sacred  that,  unless  when  I  have  been  con- 
"TohUSoa,jQl5  21, 17&3. 
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"  fined  to  my  bed  by  illness,  1  have  not,  for  more  than 
"  forty  years,  ever  been  in  bed  at  nine  o'clock  iu  the 
"  morning,  but  commonly  up  before  eight.",* — "  But," 
he  adds,  "throw  away  none  of  your  time  upon  those 
"  trivial  futile  books  published  by  idle  or  necessitous 
"authors  for  the  amusement  of  idle  and  ignorant 
"  readers :  such  soil  of  books  swarm  and  buzz  about 
•*  one  every  day ;  flap  them  away ;  they  have  no 
"sting:  CERTUM  pete  finem  ;  have  some  one  object 
"  for  your  leisure  moments,  and  jiursue  that  object 
"invariably  till  you  havo  attained  il."f — Witli  Ches- 
terfield that  main  object  was  oratory,  "So  long  ago 
"  as  when  I  was  at  Cambridge,  whenever  I  read  pieces 
"of  eloquence  (and,  indeed,  they  weremy  chief  study,) 
"  whether  ancient  or  modem,  I  used  to  write  down 
"  the  shining  passages,  and  then  tmuslato  them  as 
"well  and  as  elegantly  as  ever  I  could:  if  Latin 
"or  French,  into  English;  if  English,  into  French. 
"This,  which  I  practised  for  some  years,  not  only 
"  improved  and  formed  my  style,  but  imprinted  in 
"  my  mind  and  memory  the  beat  thoughts  of  the  beat 
"authors.  The  trouble  was  little,  but  the  advantage 
"I  have  exjierienced  was  great." J  Whether  from 
such  studies,  or  from  natural  genius,  CI lesterfi eld's 
speeches  became  more  highly  admired  and  extolled 
than  any  others  of  the  day.  Horace  W'ulpole  bad 
heard  his  own  father;  had  heard  Pitt;  had  heard 
Pulteney ;  had  heard  Wyndham ;  had  heard  Oir- 
teret;  yet  he  declares,  in  1743,  that  the  iiue&t  speech 
he  ever  listened  to  was  one  from  Chesterfield.! 


*  Lctt«r,  December  13,  1748. 

t  LcUcr,  May  81, 1752.  1  Jitter,  Febrtwry  1, 1754. 

1  To  Sir  U.  Maou,  Peoemlwr  IS,  1743. 
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The  ouuet  of  Chesterfield  in  public  employmenta 
was  his  first  embassy  to  Holland,  in  which  lie  dis- 
played groat  skill,  and  attained  universal  reputation. 
Diplomacy  waa  indeed  peculiarly  suited  to  his  tastes 
and  talents:  he  was  equally  remarkable  for  a  quick 

sight  into  the  temper  of  others,  and  for  a  constant 

Fcommand  of  his  own :   with  foreign  languages  and 

history  he  had  long  been  familiar:  and  public  busi- 

less,  though  at  first  strange  and   unwelcome,  soon 

ime  easy,  nay  delightful,  to  him.     He  writes  to 

idy  Suffolk  from  the  Hague: — "As  you  know,  I 
"  nsed  to  be  accused  in  England,  and  I  doubt  pretty 
"justly,  of  having  a  need  for  such  a  proportion  of 
"  talk  in  a  day  :  that  b  now  changed  into  a  need  for 
"such  a  proportion  of  writing  in  a  day."* 

Chesterfield's  second  embassy  to  Holland,  in  1745, 
confirmed  and  renewed  the  praises  he  had  acquired 
by  the  first.  80  high  did  his  reputation  stand  at 
this  period,  that  Sir  Watkin  Wynn,  though  neither 
his  partisan  nor  personal  friend,  once  in  the  House 
of  Commons  reversed  in  his  favour  Clarendon's  char- 
acter  of  Hampden  ;  saying,  that  "  Lord  Chesterfield 
"  had  a  head  to  contrive,  a  tongue  to  persuade,  and  a 
"  hand  to  execute,  any  worthy  action."  f  At  home 
his  career,  though  never,  as  I  think,  inspired  by  a 
high  and  pervading  patriotism,  deserves  the  praise 
of  humane,  and  liberal,  and  far-sighted  policy.  Thus 
after  the  rebellion,  while  all  his  colleagues  thought 
only  of  measures  of  repression — the  dungeon  or  the 
fold — disarming  acts  and  abolition  acL^— wc  find 


•  To  the  Couoleu  of  SuOolk,  August  13,  17S8. 
t  See  Pari,  Uist,,  vol.  xiii.  p.  1054. 
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lliat  Chesterfield  "  was  for  schools  and   villages  to 
"civilise  the  Highlands."* 

Bnt^undouhtedly,  the  most  brilliant  and  useful  part 
of  Cliesterfield's  career  was  his  Lord  Lieutenancy  of 
Ireland.  It  was  he  wlio  first,  since  the  Revolution, 
made  that  office  a  post  of  active  exertion.  Only  a 
few  years  before,  the  Duke  of  Shrewsbury  had  given 
ae  a  reason  for  accepting  it,  that  it  was  a  place  where 
a  man  had  business  enough  to  hinder  him  from  falling 
asleep,  and  not  enough  to  keep  him  awake  If  Ches- 
terfield, on  the  contrary,  left  nothing  undone,  nor  for 
others  to  do.  Being  once  asked  bow  he  was  able  to 
go  through  so  many  affairs,  he  answered,  "  Because  1 
"  never  put  off  till  to-morrow  what  I  can  do  to-day."  J 
Chesterfield  was  also  the  first  to  introduce  at  Dublin 
— long  as  it  had  reigned  in  London — the  principle 
of  impartial  justice.  It  is  no  doubt  much  easier  to 
rule  in  Ireland  on  one  exclusive  principle  or  on 
another.  It  is  very  easy,  as  was  formerly  the  case,  to 
chooee  the  great  Protestant  families  for  "  Managers ;" 
to  see  only  through  their  eyes,  and  to  hear  only 
through  their  cars:  it  is  very  easy,  according  to  the 
modern  fashion,  to  become  the  tool  and  champion  of 
Roman  Catholic  agitators;  but  to  hold  the  balance  even 
between  both  ;  to  protect  the  Establishment,  yet  never 
wound  religious  liberty;  to  repress  the  lawlessness,  yet 
not  chill  the  affections,  of  that  turbulent  but  warm- 
hearted people ;  to  be  the  arbiter,  not  the  slave  of  par- 
ties ;  this  is  the  true  object  worthy  that  a  statesman 
should  strive  for,  and  fit  only  for  the  ablest  to  attain  I 


*  Diai7  of  Lord  MiLrchmuDt,  August  31, 1747. 

t  HKrcitmont  Papcn,  vol.  i.  p.  ift. 

}  UtifB  Life,  p.  2fi5.    Front  the  BUbop  of  \Vat«rfonl. 


'-m<it       ~^ 


PBEFACE. 


Zl 


"I  came  determined,"  writes  Chesterfield,  many  years 
afterwards,  "  to  proscribe  no  set  of  persons  whatever ; 
"and  determined  to  be  governed  by  none.  Hnd  the 
•'Papists  made  any  attempt  to  put  themselves  above 
"the  law,  I  sliould  have  taken  good  care  to  have 
"qaclled  them  again.  It  was  said,  that  my  lenity  to 
"the  Papists  had  wrought  no  alteration  either  in 
"their  religious  or  their  political  sentiments.  I  did 
"not  expect  that  it  would:  but  surely  that  was  no 
"  reason  for  cruelty  towards  them."*  Yet  Chesterfield 
did  not  harshly  censure,  even  where  he  strongly  dis- 
approved ;  hut  often  conveyed  a  keen  reproof  beneath 
a  good-humoured  jest.  Thus,  being  informed  by  some 
exasperated  zealots  that  his  coachman  was  a  Roman 
Catholic, and  went  every  Sunday  to  Mass:  "  Does  he, 
"  indeed  I"  replied  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  '*  I  will  take 
"good  care  that  he  shall  never  drive  me  there!" 
When  he  first  arrived  at  Dublin  in  the  summer  of 
1745,  a  dangerous  rebellion  was  bureting  forth  in  the 
sister  kingdom,  and  threatened  to  extend  itself  to  a 
country  where  eo  many  millions  held  the  faith  of  the 
young  Pretender.  With  a  weak  and  wavering,  or  a 
fierce  and  headlong  Lord  Lieutenant, — with  a  Grafton 
or  a  Strafford — there  might  soon  have  been  auother 
Papist  army  at  the  Boync.     But  so  able  were  the 

*  Letter  of  Lord  CliesterfieM,  preserved  io  tlie  archives  of  Dublin 
Cutle,  and  quoted  by  Lord  Mulgrave  (dow  the  Marquia  of  Nor- 
nanby]  in  the  debate  in  the  House  of  Lords,  November  27,  1837. — 
The  llMitor  waa  desirous  to  insert  in  the  present  collection  tlic  Khole 
of  that  remnrlcHble  letter  and  of  others  quoted  in  the  ttnme  speech 
and  he  applied  accordingly  both  to  Lord  Nurmanby  in  England,  and 
to  Lord  Ueyleebury  in  Ireland.  Itotli  concurred  in  his  object^  and 
both  in  the  most  courteous  and  obliging  manner  sought  to  promote  it ; 
but  the  desired  documents  were  not  at  tliat  period  within  the  reach  of 
ellher. 
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measures  of  Chesterfield ;  so  clearly  did  lie  impress 
upon  the  public  luiiid  that  his  moderation  was  not 
weakness,  nor  his  clemency  cowardice;  but  that,  to 
quote  his  own  expression,  "  his  hand  should  be  as 
"  heavy  as  Cromwell's  upon  them  if  they  once  forced 
"  him  to  raise  it;" — so  well  did  he  know  how  to  scare 
the  timid,  wiiile  conciliating  the  generous,  that  this 
alarming  period  passed  over  with  a  degree  of  tran- 
quillity such  as  Ireland  has  not  oflen  displayed  even  in 
orderly  and  settled  times.  This  juat  and  wise — wise 
because  just — administration  has  not  failed  to  reward 
him  with  its  meed  of  fame;  his  authority  has,  1  find, 
been  appealed  to  even  by  those  who,  as  I  conceive, 
depart  most  widely  from  his  maxims ;  and  his  name, 
I  am  assured,  lives  in  the  honoured  remembrance  of 
the  Irish  2>eople,  as,  perhajw,  next  to  OrmonJ,  iJie  ^^ 
best  and  worthiest  in  their  long  Viceregal  line.  ^H 

The  biographer  of  Chesterfield,  after  portraying  his  1 
character,  in  whatever  points  it  can  be  praised,  con- 
cludes,— "These  were  his  excellencies;  let  those  who 
"surpass  him  speak  of  his  defects."*  I  shall  not 
follow  that  example  of  prudent  reserve.  The  defects 
of  Chesterfield  were  neither  slight  nor  few ;  and  the 
more  his  contemporaries  excused  them, — lost  as  they 
were  in  the  lustre  of  his  fame, — the  less  should  they 
be  passed  over  by  posterity.  A  want  of  generosity ; 
dissimulation  carried  beyond  justifiable  bounds;  a 
passion  for  deep  play ;  and  a  contempt  for  abstract 
science,  wlienever  of  no  practical  or  immediate  use; 
may,  I  think,  not  unjustly  be  ranked  amongst  his 
errors.  But,  at  the  root  of  all,  lay  a  looseness  of  re- 
ligious principle.  For  without  imputing  to  him  any 
•  Mat/'«  Lire,  p.  &57. 
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participation  in  the  unbelief  which  his  friend  Boling- 
broke  professed,  it  is  yet  certain  tliat  jwinta  of  faith 
had  struck  no  deep  root  into  his  mind,  and  exercised 
no  ftteady  control  upon  his  conduct.  The  maxima 
laid  down  in  hi«  familiar  forresi>ondence,  eveu  when 
right  themselves,  seldom  rest  on  higher  motives  than 
expediency,  reputation,  or  personal  advantage.  His 
own  glory, — the  false  flame  that  flits  over  these  low 
grounds, — however  brilliant  and  dazzling  from  afar, 
will  be  found  to  lack  both  the  genuine  glow  of  patri- 
otism, and  the  kindling  warmth  of  private  friendship. 
The  country  is  to  be  served,  not  because  it  is  our 
country,  but  inasmuch  as  our  own  welfare  and  repu- 
tation are  involved  in  it:  our  friends  are  to  be  cher- 
ished, not  as  our  inclination  promjits,  or  their  merits 
deserve,  but  according  aa  they  appear  useful  and  con- 
ducive to  the  objects  we  pursue.  Pkodessb  quam 
C0N8PICI  was  Iwth  the  motto  and  the  maxim  of 
Somcrs ;  the  very  reverse,  I  fear,  might  sometimes  be 
applied  to  Chesterfield. 


(In  October,  1746,  Lord  Chesterfield  consented, 
much  against  his  own  inclination,  to  exchange  the 
Ijord  Lieutenancy  of  Ireland  for  the  Seals  of  Secre- 
tary of  State.)  His  project,  in  entering  the  Cabinet, 
had  been  to  govern  George  the  Second  through  Lady 
Yarmouth,  as  he  once  had  hoped  through  Lady 
Suffolk.*    Over  tlie  one  lady,  as  formerly  over  the 


*  "  liOrJ  Clieelerficld,  who  was  as  much  for  peace  u  Lord  Hurriog- 
"  loo,  aimed  at  Buiwrlor,  if  not  supreme  power,  with  the  King.  In 
"  the  meatu  he  lucceeded  fulljr,  having  gained  Lady  Yarmouth's  good 
"  mil,  and  had  oil  the  help  she  can  give,  most  cordially.    Id  the  cad 
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Other,  his  insinuating  manners  gained  him  an  entire 
control ;  but,  in  neither  case,  did  the  King  allow 
political  power  to  the  mistrese.  The  assiduities  of 
Chesterriekl,  therefore,  served  rather  to  rouse  the 
watchful  jealousy  of  Newcastle  than  to  secure  his 
own  ascendant.  In  his  great  public  object,  the  peace, 
he  could  nuike  no  progress.  In  his  more  personal 
requests,  he  found  himself  no  less  thwarted  by  his 
colleagues,  who  had  formed,  as  he  says,  a  settled  reso- 
lution, that  no  persou  should  be  promoted  through 
liis  influence.  This  last  question  he  brought  to  an 
issue,  in  the  case  of  his  cousin  Colonel  George  Stan- 
hope, youngest  son  of  the  late  Prime  Minister,  an 
officer  of  merit,  who  had  distinguished  himself  both 
at  Dettingen,  and  at  Culloden.  For  him  Chesterfield 
solicited  a  regiment;  hut  though  his  Majesty  gave 
away  five  in  succession,  the  name  of  Stanhope  was 
always  omitted.*  Under  these  circumstances,  "  what 
must  the  world  think,"  said  he,  "  but  that  I  continue 
"  in  for  the  sake  of  6000/.  a-year  ?"  f  and,  in  January, 
1748,  he  formed  the  resolution  to  resign.  As  he 
writes  to  his  confidential  friend  at  the  Hague: — 
"  Could  1  do  any  good  I  would  sacrifice  some  more 
"quiet  to  it;  hut,  convinced  as  1  am  that  I  can  do 
"  none,  I  will  indulge  my  ease,  and  preserve  my 
"character.     I   have   gone   through  pleasures  while 

"he  f^led  entirely;  h&Ting  brought  bU  MaJMty  to  no  more  Uian 
"civility,  familinrity,  ant);,  perhsjM,  liking  to  his  conversatioD."  Mr. 
Fox  to  Sir  C.  H.  Williams,  February  17,  1748.  HiougU  no  friend  to 
Chesterfield,  Fox  goen  on  to  admit,  that  "  his  Lordship's  province  was 
*'  most  offensirely  encroached  upon"  by  Newcastle  and  Sandwich. 

•Lord  Marchmont'fl  Diary,  October  27,  1747;  and  February  6, 
1748.    H.  Fox  to  Sir  C.  H.  Williams,  February  17, 1748. 

t  Lord  Marchmont'o  Diary,  December  24,  1747. 
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*'  my  constitution  and  my  spirite  would  allow  me. 
"  Business  succeeded  them ;  an<l  I  have  now  gone 
"through  every  part  of  it,  without  liking  it  at  all  the 
**  better  for  being  acquainted  with  it.  Like  many 
"other  things,  it  is  most  admired  by  those  who  know 

"  it  the  least I  have  been  behind  the  scenes 

**  both  of  pleasure  and  of  business ;  I  have  seen  all 
"the  coarse  pulleys  and  dirty  ro()e8  which  exhibit 
"and  move  nil  the  gaudy  machines;  and  I  have  seen 
"and  smelt  the  tallow-candles  which  illuminate  the 
**  whole  decoration,  to  the  astonishment  and  admira- 

"tion  of   the  ignorant  multitude Far  from 

"engaging  in  opposition,  as  resigning  Ministers  too 
"commonly  do,  1  shall,  to  the  utmost  of  my  i>ower, 
"supjwrt  the  King  and  his  Government;  whicli  I  can 
"  do  with  more  advantage  to  them  and  more  honour 
"  to  myself  when  I  do  not  receive  dOQOL  a-year  for 

"doing   it My  horse,  my  books,  and  ray 

"  friends,  will  divide  my  time  pretty  equally ;  I  shall 
"  not  keep  less  company,  but  only  better,  for  I  shall 
"chusoit."* 

The  first  step  of  Chesterfield  towards  resignation 
was  to  draw  up  nn  able  memorial,  setting  forth  the 
dangers  of  the  war,  and  the  necessity  of  taking  serious 
measures  to  close  it;  aii<i  finding  tliat  he  could  engage 
but  one  of  his  colleagues  to  concur  in  these  opinions, 
he,  on  the  6th  of  February,  waited  upon  his  Royal 
Master,  and  gave  up  the  seals.  The  King  expressed, 
in  strong  terms,  value  for  his  services,  and  regret  at 
his  departure;  hoped  that  he  would  not  engage  in 
Opposition ;  and  offered  to  grant  him  a  signal  mark 

*  Lonl  Cbcsterlleld  to  Mr,  DayroUei,  Juiuar/  26,  Fflbnury  9,  Feb- 
txurr  2S,  1748. 
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of  his  Batisfaction  by  the  title  of  Duke.*  This,  bow- 
ever,  Lord  Chesterfield  respectftilly  declined.  He 
withdrew  for  the  remainder  of  his  years  to  private, 
or  at  least  unofficial,  life;  but  still  taking,  when  his 
health  allowed,  a  prominent  part  in  the  House  of 
Lords.  In  1751,  he  had  the  honour  to  propose  aiid 
carry  a  long  required  improvement, — the  Keformation 
of  the  Calendar, — assisted  by  two  most  able  niathe- 
roaticians  in  the  House  and  out  of  it,  the  Earl  of 
Macclosfieltl  and  Mr.  Bradley.  The  error  of  the  old 
Calendar  was  gross,  increasing,  and  avowed;  yet  so 
strongly  uplield  by  popular  prejudice,  that  many 
statesmen  shrunk  firom  its  correction.  ChestcrBcld 
tells  us  that,  when  he  gave  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  as. 
Secretary  of  StJite,  previous  notice  of  his  design,  His 
Grace  "  was  alaitned  at  bo  bold  an  underUiking,  and 
"  entreated  me  not  to  stir  matters  that  had  been  long 
"quiet;  adding,  that  he  did  not  love  new-fangled 
"things I  I  did  not,  however,  yield  to  the  cogency  of 
"these  arguments,  but  brought  in  the  Bill,  and  it 
"passed  unanimously." f  It  was  also  the  endeavour 
of  Chesterfield,  by  writing  in  some  periodical  papers 
of  the  day,  to  prepare  the  minds  of  the  people  for  the 
change ;  yet  their  resentment  was  both  deep  and  last- 
ing. When,  in  1754,  Lord  Macclesfield's  eldest  son 
stootl  a  gi-eat  cjjntested  election  in  Oxfordshire,  one 
of  the  most  vehement  cries  raised  against  him  wos», 
"  Give  us  back  the  eleven  days  we  have  been  robbed 
"of I"  And  even  several  years  later,  when  Mr. Brad- 
ley, worn  down  by  his  labours,  in  the  cause  of  science, 
was  sinking  under  mortal  disease,  many  of  the  com- 

■  Maty'i  Life,  p.  30». 

t  Lord  Chesterfield 'I  Chunctaa,  (toL  IL  of  lliii  edlUon.) 
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mon  people  oscribccl  his  suflTenngig  toa  judf^ment  from 
heaven,  for  having  taken  part  in  that  "  impious  un- 
"dertaking!"* 

The  pursuits  of  Chesterfield,  in  his  retirement, 
wore  not,  however,  all  praiseworthy,  or  even  harmless. 
While  in  office,  either  in  Ireland  or  England,  he  had 
ftcrupulou8ly  forborne  from  touching  a  card ;  but  the 
peSBion  remained ;  and,  on  the  very  evening  of  his 

iignation,  he  went  to  Whitens,  and  resumed  his 
■former  Imhits  of  deep  play.f 

It  may,  perhaps,  be  doubted,  notwithstanding  the 
philosophy  with  which  Chesterfield  afifected  to  speak 
of  office  and  ambition,  whether  he  would  have  per- 
manently persevered  in  his  renouncement  of  them ; 
but,  in  1752,  he  was  attacked  with  an  ailment  equally 
baneful  to  tlie  honours  of  ]>ublic,  and  to  tlie  enjoy- 
ments of  private  life — the  loss  of  hearing.  Amidst 
his  mortification  at  this  infirmity  he  could  still  allude 
to  it  with  his  usual  lively  flow  of  wit.  "In  spite  of 
"my  strong  heretUtary  right  to  deafness,  how  will- 
"ingly  would  I  part  with  it  to  any  Minister,  to  whom 
"  hearing  is  often  disagreeable ;  or  to  any  fine  woman, 

"to  wliom  it  is  often  dangerous I  have  tried 

"a  thousand  infallible  remedies,  but  all  without  suc- 
"  cesB  I  .  .  .  .  But  I  comfort  myself  with  the  reflec- 
"tion  that  I  did  not  lose  the  power,  till  after  I  had 
"very  near  lost  the  desire  of  hearing!"! — But  he 
clearly  understood  his  altered  situation.  "Retire- 
"  ment  was  my  choice  seven  years  ago ;  it  is  now  be- 

•  Se*  BriidJey'*  Works  and  Correspondence,  p.  Ixxxi.  ed.  1832. 
t  Maty'B  Life,  p.  807. 

:  LeUera  to  Mr.  Dayrolles,  April  17,  May  19,  June  30,  1752.    The 
itnem  of  Chesterfield  forms  the  groundworle  for  oae  of  Voltaire's 
uprose  tales,  Im  OreilUa  rfu  ComU  de  (JKaierfitU, 
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"come  ray  necessary  refuge.  Public  life  ami  I  are 
"parted  for  ever.'**  Anil  accordingly,  in  1757,  he 
wisely  forbore  from  profiting  by  a  moat  brilliant 
avenue  to  power,  which  opened  before  him,  aa  the 
me<liator  between  contending  partiea.f 

Chedtcrficld  had  no  children  by  his  marriage ;  but 
aQ  illegitimate  son,  born  in  1732,  had,  even  in  his 
bueieat  moments,  engaged  no  small  portion  of  his 
thoughts  and  time.  The  education  of  that  boy — his 
proficiency  in  classic,  and  still  more  in  worldly  knowl- 
edge:— and  his  consequent  success  in  public  life — waa 
always  Chesterfield's  favourite,  and  grew  at  last,  his 
only  object.  But  his  anxious  admonitions  and  exer- 
tions were  by  no  means  crowned  with  succe&s.  Philip 
Stanhope  became  a  man  of  deep  learning  and  sound 
sense;  but  utterly  wanting  in  what  his  father  so 
highly  prized — the  graces.  His  advancement  in  the 
world  was  owing  far  more  to  his  father's  influence  than 
to  liis  own  abilities;  he  failed  as  a  Parliamentary 
speaker;  and  had  risen  no  higher  in  diplomacy  than 
Envoy  to  Dresden,  when  he  died,  in  1768. 

From  this  period,  the  old  age  of  Chesterfield,  until 
his  own  death,  in  1773,  was  desolate  and  cheerless. 
He  adopted  his  youthful  godson  and  next  heir  to  the 
Earldom;  whom  he  found,  however,  uncongenial  ia 
temper,  and  little  inclined  to  follow  his  advice.  Ac- 
cordingly, though  bequeathing  his  estates  to  his  suc- 
cessor, he  carefully  guarded  them  against  waste  or 
dilapidation  from  horse-races,  which  he  had  always 

*  To  Mr.  Dayrollea,  May  2, 17&6. 

t  6m  Lord  Waldegrave'i«  Memoire,  p.  110,  and  vol.  it.  of  thin  edition. 
8m  b1m>  in  a  note  to  vol.  iiL,  an  occouat  of  the  ofler  of  Uie  }>ost  of 
Preeident  of  tlie  Couacil,  whicb  he  recelred  ia  1750,  and  of  bis 
moUvea  for  decliniag  tL 
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contemned,  or  from  his  own  vice — now  too  late  re- 
pented of — high  j*\ay.  His  will  declares,  "  In  case 
"my  Baid  godson,  Philip  Stanhope,  shall,  at  any  time 
"hereinafter,  keep,  or  be  concerned  in  keeping  of, 
"any  race-horses,  or  pack  of  hounds;  or  reside  one 
"  night  at  Newmarket,  that  infamous  seminary  of  in- 
"iquity  and  ill-manners,  during  the  course  of  the 
"  races  there ;  or  shall  resort  to  the  said  races ;  or  shall 
"lose,  in  any  one  day,  at  any  game  or  bet  wliatsoever, 
"  the  8um  of  6(X)/. ;  then,  in  any  of  the  cases  aforesaid, 
"it  is  my  express  will  that  lie,  my  said  godson,  shall 
"  forfeit  and  pay,  out  of  my  estate,  the  sum  of  6000/., 
"  to  and  for  the  use  of  the  Dean  and  Chapter  of  "VVest- 
"minster."*  This  last  sentence  comprises  a  lively 
toucli  of  stitire.  The  Earl  had  found,  or  believed  that 
he  found,  the  Chflpt<%  of  Westminster  of  that  day 
exorbitant  and  grasping  in  their  negotiations  with  him 
of  land  for  the  building  of  Chesterfield  House;  and 
he  declared  that  lie  now  inserled  their  names  in  liis 
will,  because  he  felt  sure  that  if  the  penalty  should  be 
incurred,  they  would  not  be  remiss  in  claiming  it. 

It  had  appeare<l,  on  tlie  death  of  ChesterfieUrs  son, 
that  he  had  secretly  married,  without  his  ffltlier*a  con- 
sent, or  even  knowledge :  and  the  widow,  upon  Chester- 
field's own  demise,  published,  for  profit,  the  whole 
correspondence  of  the  Earl  with  her  late  husband;  a 
correspondence  written  in  the  closest  confidence  and 
unreserve,  and  without  the  sliglitest  idea  of  ever  meet- 
ing the  public  eye.  It  is,  however,  by  these  letters 
that  Chesterfield's  character,  as  an  author,  must  stand 
or  fall.  Viewed  as  compositions,  they  appear  almost 
unrivalled  as  models  for  a  serious  epistolary  style ; 

«  Eart  of  Gheaterfiflid'*  will,  dated  Jane  4, 1772. 
Vol.  I  D 


xz 


PREFACE. 


clear,  elegant,  and  terse,  never  straining  at  effect,  and 
yet  never  hurried  into  carelessness.  Wliile  constantly 
urging  the  same  topics,  so  great  is  their  variety  of  ar- 
gument and  illustration,  that,  in  one  sense,  they  appear 
always  different,  in  another  sense,  always  tlie  same. 
They  liave,  however,  incurred  strong  reprehension  on 
two  separate  grounds;  first,  because  some  of  their 
maxims  are  repugnant  to  gootl  morals ;  and,  secondly, 
as  insisting  too  mucli  on  manners  and  graces,  instead 
of  more  solid  acquirements.  On  the  first  charge,  I 
have  no  defence  to  offer;  hut  the  second  is  certainly 
erroneous,  and  arises  only  from  the  idea  and  expecta- 
tion of  finding  a  general  system  of  education  in  letters 
that  were  intenJed  solely  for  the  improvement  of  one 
man.  Young  Stanhope  was  sufficiently  inclined  to 
study,  and  embued  with  knowle<^ge ;  the  difficulty  lay 
in  his  awkward  address  and  indifference  to  pleasing. 
It  is  against  thej^e  faults,  therefore,  and  these  faults 
only,  that  Chesterfield  points  his  battery  of  eloquence. 
Had  he  found  his  son,  on  the  contrary,  a  graceful  but 
superficial  trijfler,  his  letters  would,  no  doubt  have 
urged,  with  equal  zeal,  how  vain  are  all  accomplish- 
ments, when  not  supported  by  sterling  information. 
In  one  word,  he  intended  to  write  for  Mr.  Philip  Stan- 
hope, and  not  for  any  other  person.  And  yet,  evenr 
after  this  great  deduction  from  general  utility,  it  was 
still  the  opinion  of  a  most  eminent  man,  no  friend  of 
Chesterfield,  and  no  proficient  in  the  graces — the  opin- 
ion of  Dr.  Johnson,  "Take  out  the  immorality,  and 
"  the  book  should  be  put  into  the  hands  of  every  young 
"gentleman."* 

•  BuBwell's  Life.  1776.  toI.  iii.  p.  84,  ed.  ISlS. 
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Tlie  pi'eceding  sketch  of  Lord  ChesterfieUVs  life  and 
character,  was  written  liy  the  Editor  iti  1838,  and  pub- 
lished in  the  iliird  volume  of  his  History  of  England 
(p.  483-492  and  p.  504-512,  second  edition).  It  is 
here  reprinted,  not  from  any  vain  and  presuinptuoua 
idea  of  its  value,  hut  as  conveying  what  the  Editor 
has  to  say — however  little  worth — upon  this  subject. 
There  would  be  email  nse  in  his  attempting  to  express 
merely  the  same  views  in  other  words.  But  he  hopes 
that  it  may  be  for  the  convenience  of  the  reader  if  he 
adds  at  this  place  a  more  particular  account  of  Lord 
Chesterfield's  family  connections  and  published  cor- 
respondence. 

The  state  of  Lord  Che8terfield*8  family  was  as  fol- 
lows: 

He  had  married  in  1733,  Melusina  de  Schnlcmburg, 
the  niece  of  the  Duchess  of  Kendal,  or  rather,  as  was 
often  suspected,  her  daughter  by  King  George  the 
First  This  lady  had,  in  1722,  been  created  in  her 
own  right  Countess  of  Walsingham  and  Baroness  of 
Aldborougb.  She  survived  her  husband,  and  died  in 
1778  without  issue. 

Lady  Chesterfield  is  but  seldom  and  slightly  men- 
tioned in  her  husband's  letters.  His  opinion  of  mat- 
rhnonial  happiness  in  general,  whether  or  not  founded 
on  his  own  experience,  was  far  from  favourable.  Thus 
he  writes  to  liis  son ;  ypptember  1,  1763 :  *'  1  have  at 
"Mast  done  the  best  office  that  can  bo  done  to  most 
** married  people;  that  is,  I  have  fixed  the  separation 
"between  my  brother  and  his  wife,  and  the  definitive 
"treaty  of  i>e-ace  will  be  proclaimed  in  about  a  fort- 
"  night." 

Lord  Cliester field's  next  brother  was  Sir  William 
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Stanlifipe,  Knight  of  the  Bath,  am]  M.P.  for  the 
county  of  Buckingham,  in  several  Parlinmcnts.  Sir 
William  was  three  times  married;  first,  to  Margaret, 
daughler  of  John  Rudge,  Esq.,  who  died  in  1740; 
secondly  to  Mary,  daughter  of  John  Crowley,  Esq., 
who  died  in  1746;  and,  thirdly,  in  1759,  to  Anne 
Hussey,  daughter  of  Sir  Francis  Blake  Delaval,  Bart, 
who  survived  him  till  1812.  Thislastalliance  was  by 
no  means  well-assorted,  and  as  the  preceding  para- 
graph intimates,  Lord  Che-sterHeld  resumed,  in  1763, 
his  duties  of  diplomacy  in  negotiating  a  separation 
between  the  old  and  jealous  husband,  and  the  young 
and  lively  wife.  Sir  William  died  at  Dijou  on  his 
return  from  the  south  of  France,  in  the  summer  of 
1772,  hut  a  few  months  before  Lord  Chesterfield, 
having  had  issue  only  by  his  first  marriage,  one 
daughter,  Klizabeth,  wlio  became  the  wife  of  Welbore 
Ellis,  iEsq  ,  afterwnrds  Lord  Meudip.  She  brought 
bjm  as  a  dowry  Pope's  villa  at  Twickenham,  whicli 
had  ibeen  purchased  by  &ir  William  after  Pope's 
death,  but  she  died  without  issue  in  1761. 

John  and  Charles  Stauhopef  the  third  and  fourth 
brothers  of  I^ord  Cliesterfield,  l>oth  died  uninurried, 
the  latter  in  1736,  and  the  former  in  1748.  John 
Stanhope  had  been  Lord  Chesterfield's  Secretary  of 
Embassy  at  the  Hague,  and  subsequently  a  Lord  of 
the  Admiralty.  The  Eairl  deplores  his  loss  as  of  "a 
most  affectionate  brother  and  friend."* 

Lord  Chesterfield  had  two  sisters;  Elizabeth,  who 
became  the  wife  of  Samuel  Hill,  of  Shenstone,  Esq., 
and  who  died  so  early  as  1727;  and  Gertrude,  who 
married  Sir  Charles  Hoi  ham,  Bart. ;  she  survived  her 

•  To  Mr.  Dajrrollea,  December  6,  1748. 
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husband  and  also  Lord  Chesterfield,  and  died  in  1775. 
Tlie  Earl  in  one  of  his  later  letters  says  of  her  that 
she  "delights  in  minulks."* 

The  portrait  of  Lord  Chesterfield  engraved  for  the 
present  work,  waa  painted  by  Ghiinsborough,  in  1769, 
and  is  amongst  the  best  works  of  that  artiat  Another 
portrait — an  account  of  his  appearance  and  conver- 
fmtion  in  the  name  year — may  be  added  from  the 
pen  of  an  accomplished  Frenchman,  Monsieur  Suard. 
Being  then  on  a  visit  in  England,  he  was  presented 
to  hi8  Lordsliip  by  his  phytiician,  Dr.  Maty;  and  he 
lias  since  published  in  the  Biotjraphie  UnherselUt 
the  following  letter  which  he  wrote  to  a  friend  on 
that  occnsion  : — "  Je  ne  puis  pas  voir  pour  la  premiere 
"fois  un  grand  homme  sans  <?prouver  une  vive  ^rao- 
"tion,  et  j'ai  besoin  de  communiquer  celte  dout  jc  suis 
"  encore  tout  agit6.  Je  viens  d'etre  pr&eute  au  Comte 
"de  Chesterfield,  qui  a  ^l^  comrae  vous  savez  Thomme 
*Me  plus  aimubte,  lo  plus  poll  ct  1e  plus  spiritucl  dea 
**trois  roynumes;  ranis  hdlas!  quantum  nuttatus  ah 
"  ilh  !  M;illieureuseraent  nou8  avons  pria  un  moment 
^pcu  favorable.  II  avait  souffert  dans  la  matin6e. 
"  Sa  surdity  qui  e'accroit  tous  les  jours  le  rend  souvent 
"morose,  et  eouti-arie  le  li^iir  de  plaire  qui  ue  Taban- 
"donne  jamais. — ^' II  est  bien  triste  d'etre  sourd,'  nous 
"dit-il/qunnd  on  aurait  beaucoupdeplaisir  a^couter. 
"' Je  ne  suis  jms  aussi  sugc  que  mon  ami  le  Prt^ident 
"'de  Mont<*quieu,  Je  mis  iire  avcugie^  m'a-t-il  dit 
"'pluaicurs  fois,  et  moi  je  ne  sais  pna  encore  ^tre 
"*  sourd/ — Je  saisis  cette  occasion  do  lui  [Kirler  de 
"  M.  de  Montesquieu.  J'avais  6tA  prfeeut  un  jour  k 
"  uuc  dispute  qu'avait  M.  de  Montesquieu  avec  M.  de 

*  To  Mn.  Eugenia  Staahupe,  Norcmber  6,  1769. 
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*' Lamoignon  sur  les  querelles  des  Parlcments  avcc  le 
"Miiiisteru  et  sur  le  droit  qu'iU  a'arrogeaieut  d'arr^ter 
"pai'  loui-3  remonti-auces  les  actea  de  I*auUirit6  80uve- 
"raine. — Je  me  souviens,  dit  M.  dc  Montesquieu,  que 
"causaiit  uii  jour  sur  le  raeme  sujet  avec  Milord  Ches- 
"terfield,  il  me  dit:  Vos  Parh/nerds  pourrorU  bien 
"faire  ciicore  de»  barricades,  mala  ilg  ne  feront  jamais 
"  de  barri^re.  Le  Comte  panit  dcouter  avec  plaisir 
"moti  anecdote.  II  uie  dit: '  Je  ne  me  souviens  point 
"  *  du  tout  d'avoir  jamais  prononc<5  ces  paroles,  mais 
"  *  je  ne  euis  pas  tach^^  de  les  avoir  ilites.' — Nous 
"  abregeames  notre  visite  dans  la  crainte  de  le  fatiguer. 
" — 'Je  lie  vous  retiena  pas/  nous  dit-il, Ml  faut  que 
'* '  j'aille  fuire  la  r<Jpi5tition  de  mou  cntcrremeDt.*  II 
*'  appullait  ainsi  uue  promenade  qu'il  faisait  tous  les 
"  matins  en  carroawe  duna  les  rues  de  Londrea."  * 

Lord  CliGsterficld  is  said  to  have  retained  his  mcm- 
orj  (which  is  mentioned  aa  surprising  for  its  excel- 
lence) and  his  presence  of  mind  to  his  latest  breath. 
He  expired  on  the  forenoon  of  the  24th  of  Marcli, 
1773,  and  in  the  79th  year  of  his  age,  of  a  slow  and 
gradual  decay.  His  dissolution,  however,  had  not 
been  thought  so  close  at  hand,  and  his  intimate 
friend,  Mr.  Dayrolica,  had  called  to  see  him  only  half 
an  hour  before  it  hapjieued,  when  tlie  Earl,  from  hie 
bed,  gas|)ed  out  in  a  faint  voice  to  his  valet  de 
chambrc:  Oive  DayrolUi  a  chair.  Ilia  phyaiciau, 
Dr.  Warren,  who  was  present,  afterwards  expressed 
himself  as  much  struck  at  these,  the  last  words  he 

*  It  wu  at  this  period  tlso  that  Lord  Cbesterfif  Id  uMed  to  flay  of 
Lord  Tyrawley  and  himeeir,  both  being  equally  uld  mid  iiiftna, 
"Tyruwloy  and  I  bare  been  dead  tlietw  two  yeant,  but  we  doa't 
"ohoDM  to  bare  it  known  t"  (Boeiwalt'a  Life  of  Johnson,  undor  Uifl 
data  of  April  3,  1773.] 
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was  heard  to  speak.     "  His  good  breeding,"  said  Dr. 
Warren,  "only  quits  him  with  his  life  I"* 

Lord  Olieslerfield's  will,  which  is  dated  June  4, 
1772,  with  a  codicil  of  February  11,  1773,  contains 
tiie  following  words:  *'I  most  humbly  recommend 
"my  eoui  to  the  extensive  mercy  of  that  Eternal, 
"Supreme,  Intelligent  Being  who  gave  it  me;  most 
"earnestly  at  the  same  time  deprecating  his  justice. 
"Satiated  with  the  pompous  follies  of  this  life,  of 
"which  I  have  had  an  uncommon  share,  I  would 
"  have  no  posthumous  ones  displayed  at  my  funeral, 
"  and  therefore  desire  to  be  buried  in  the  next  bury- 
"  ing-place  to  the  place  where  I  shall  die,  and  limit 
"the  whole  expense  of  my  funeral  to  100/." — In 
compliance  with  this  injunction,  and  the  Earl  having 
died  at  Chesterfield  House,  his  remains  were  interred 
without  any  pomp,  in  the  vault  of  the  chapel  in 
Bouth  Audley  Stx-eet,  but  they  were  afterwards  re- 
moved to  the  fumily  burial  place  in  Shelford  Churcli, 
NolLiuglmmshire. 

The  mother  of  Lord  Chesterfield's  illegitimate  son, 
who  was  of  French  birth  and  was  Ciilled  Mrs.  Du 
Bouchot,  survived  both  son  and  father.f  Besides  the 
provision  permanently  settled  upon  her,  Lord  Chester- 
field bequeathed  her  in  his  will,  a  sum  of  600/. ;  "  as 
"a small  reparation,"  he  adds,  "for  the  injury  I  did 
"  her." — Certainly,  a  small  one ! 

His  will  also  provides  considerable  legacies  to  his 
domestics,  "whom,"  he  says,  "I  consider  as  unfortu- 
"  nate  friends,  my  equab  by  nature,  and  my  inferiors 
"only  by  the  difference  of  our  fortunes." 

•  Maly*5  Life,  p.  357,  8vo.  ed. 

t  Sea  A  Memoir  ia  ihe  Ann.  BeguC«r  for  1771,  put  ii.  p.  2&. 
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In  another  passage  of  bis  will  he  enjoins  that 
Chesterfield  House,  the  noble  mansion  built  by  him- 
self in  South  Audley  Street,  may  always  belong  to 
the  Earl  of  Chesterfield  for  the  time  being,  and  that 
if  any  succeeding  Earl  aliall  attempt  to  sell  or  let 
Uiat  lionise,  or  any  ]iart  of  its  offices  and  gardens,  the 
poBBeseion  shall  ipso  facto  pass  away  from  him  to  the 
next  heir. 

From  the  previous  statement  it  will  be  seen  tliat  of 
the  four  sons  of  the  third  Earl  of  Chesterfield,  two 
died  unmarried  and  all  ehildleiss.  On  the  decease  of 
the  last  survivor,  namely,  Lord  Chesterfield  himself, 
that  branch  of  the  family  became  accordingly  extinct, 
and  the  Earldom  reverted  to  a  distant  kinsman,  tlie 
descendant  of  a  younger  son  of  the  first  Earl.  This 
was  Philip  Stanhope,  born  in  1755,  sou  of  Arthur 
Charles  Stanliope,  Esq.,  of  Mansfield,  and  godson  of 
Lord  Chesterfield,  who  used  to  give  him  the  familiar 
nick-name  of  sturdy."'  He  died  in  1S15,  and  was 
father  of  the  present  Earl. 

Lord  Chesterfield's  letters  to  his  son  were  sold  after 
his  death,  by  Mrs.  Eugenia  Stanhope,  that  son's  widow, 
for  1575/.f  The  first  edition  in  two  volumes  quarto, 
was  dedicated  to  Lord  North,  and  published  in  1774. 
A  second  and  a  third  edition  in  four  volumes  octavo 
rapidly  followed  before  the  close  of  the  same  year; 
and  the  work  has  since  been  frequently  repriuted  both 
at  home  and  abroad. 

The  Miscellaneous  Works  of  Lord  Chesterfield, 
comprising  numerous  letters  to  his  friends,  were  ool- 


I 


*  8m  to).  It.  of  Ibii  edition. 

t  This  appean  frDiu  »  trial  dd  the  oopjrright  before  tfaa  Ooort  of 
SmbIod  iu  Seotlaod.    (Add.  fiegiat.  IHft.  part  1.  p.  138.) 
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lected  and  publislietl  iu  1777  in  two  quarto,  anA  again 
in  1779  in  four  octavo,  volumes.  They  were  preceded 
by  a  biographical  Memoir  from  the  pen  of  Dr.  Maty, 
but  show  no  attempt  at  chronological  order  or  arrange- 
ment. An  Appendix  was  printed  shortly  afterwards 
Iwth  in  quarto  and  octavo,  containing  the  "Charac- 
jra"  and  a  few  additional  letters  to  Alderman  Faulk- 
ner and  some  other  persons. 

A  third,  or  supplementary  volume  to  the  quarto 
edition  of  the  works,  appeared  in  1778,  but  has  now, 
the  Editor  believes,  become  extremely  rare;  at  least, 
though  he  has  several  times  endeavoured,  he  has  never 
been  able  to  obtain  a  second  copy;  nor  is  there,  he 
believes,  any  at  the  British  Museum.  Tlie  title-page 
describes  it  as  "  collected,  arranged  and  revised,  with  a 
"  preface  and  notes,  by  B.  W.,  of  the  Inner  Temple." 
It  contains  some  pamphlets  and  protests,  fourteen 
letters  to  the  late  Earl  on  the  Art  of  Pleasing,*  and 
)rd  Chesterfield's  pieces  of  poetry.  The  best  of  these 
probably  hia  "  Advice  to  a  Lady  iu  Autumn,"  which 
contains  the  well-known  couplet  so  mudi  in  tlie  style 
of  Marini  or  Gongora ; 

**  The  dews  of  the  cveoiuK  mwt  carvAilly  obuii, 
"Thoxe  lean  of  the  iky  Tor  the  low  of  the  sun  t" 

As  also  the  following: 

" '  Mary,  bring  me  my  gown  t' 
"  Slip  on  that  ero  you  rise,  let  your  caation  be  such, 
"  Kcui>  all  cold  from  your  breaat,  there't  already  too  moclil"t 


*  Rcpriniod  in  rol.  ii.  of  the  present  e<1ition. 

t  Lord  Cliwterfield  on  some  occasioos  lilcewJBe  showed  great  rcadi- 
Deaa  io  an  extempore  couplet,  aa  appears  from  the  following  anecdote 
related  by  Monsieur  Duteni  (Uemoira,  vol.  iii.  p.  93) :  "  Le  Chevalier 
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In  1817,  was  published  another  small  volume  of 
correspondence  from  Lord  Chesterfield,  for  the  most 
part  briefly  giving  accounts  of  the  progress  in  educa- 
tion of  his  young  godson  and  heir,  to  his  relatives  at 
MausBeld.  Considering  both  the  other  series  on  the 
same  subject  of  education,  the  Editor  has  not  deemed 
it  desirable  to  include  moi'C  than  three  of  those  letters 
in  the  present  collection. 

Other  of  Lord  Chesterfield's  letters  are  dispersed 
thronglt  various  publications,  some  in  Coxe's  Memoirs 
of  Walpole^  published  17y8;  others  in  the  Suffolk 
Papers  which  appeared  in  1824,  others  in  the  March- 
mont  Papei-s  in  1831,  others  still  more  recently  in  the 
Appendix  to  the  History  of  Kngland  by  the  Editor, 

To  combine  all  tliis  scattered  correspondence  in  an 
uniform  arrangement  and  with  explanatory  notes,  is  tJie 
aim  of  the  present  edition ;  and  in  every  case  to  which 
the  term  of  Coi)yright  still  extends,  the  permission  re- 
quired has  been  most  courteously  and  readily  conceded. 

With  respect  to  entirely  new  matter,  the  Ethtor  did 
not  fail  to  apply  to  Lord  Chesterfield's  heir  and  repre- 
sentative, tlie  present  Earl,  but  learnt  from  him  that 
he  had  not  in  his  |>ofi8e38ion  any  private  lettei-s  yet 
unpublished  which  could,  as  he  conceived,  be  interest- 
ing to  the  public. 

It  seems,  however,  that  great  part,  if  not  all,  of 
Lord  Chesterfield's  MS.  drafts  and  papers  are  now  in 
the  possession  of  Evelyn  Philip  Shirley,  Esq.,  M.P., 

"  BobiitBoo  grand  et  lluct  domftadut  uu  jour  i  Lord  GhestcrQeld  de 
"  fftin  quelqae  Ten  sur  lot;  Lord  Cbeiterfield  fit  auuiMt  ce  diiilif|ue 
"qui  perdralt  a  6tre  Irmdait. 

"Ualike  my  subject  now  (tb&II  be  my  »ong, 
"  ItaluU  be  vitty  oud  it  iha'D't  be  loog:" 
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B  kineman  of  the  family,  as  tlie  gmndson  on  his 
mother's  side  of  5Ir.  Arthur  6tanhope  and  the  heir  of 
Mr.  Lovell  Stanliope,  one  of  Lord  Chester6eld*9  Ex- 
ecutors. Mr.  Shirley,  whose  own  taste  and  knowledge 
in  literature  are  well  known,  hae,  in  the  most  kind 
and  frienilly  manner,  phiced  these  MSS.  in  the  hands 
and  at  the  disposal  of  the  Editor.  They  oomprise  the 
originals  of  the  celehrated  "  Character"  with  three 
new  ones  (of  Dr.  Arbuthnot,  of  the  Mistresses  of 
George  the  First,  and  of  Lady  Suffolk)  which  will  be 
found  in  this  edition,  besides  an  historical  t^ketch  of 
Lord  Bute's  administration,  and  a  parting  letter  from 
Lord  Chesterfield  to  his  godson  and  successor,  not  to 
be  delivered  until  after  his  own  death. 

The  Editor  is  also  enabled  to  communicate  from 

'MSS.  in  Lord  Chesterfield  s  hand,  many  curious  and 
confidenliul  letters  to  Lord  Townsheud,  the  Secretary, 

isnd  to  George  Tilsou,  Esq.,  the  Under  Secretary,  of 

r6tate,  during  Lord  CliesterfieUrs  first  embassy  at  the 
Hague,  four  to  Lord  Harrington  during  hia  second 
embassy,  one  to  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  during  his 
Lord-Lieutenancy,  and  several  more  to  Foreign  Min- 

tjatcra  when  the  Seals  had  devolved  on  himself.  There 
are  also  several  new  lettei's  in  French  to  Baron  de 
Kreuniugen,  one  of  Lord  Chesterfield's  friends  at  the 
Hague. 

A  still  larger,  and  perhaps  still  more  important,  ac- 
cession has  been  obtained  in  the  original  letters  to 
Mr.  Day  rolles.  To  none  of  his  correspondents,  scarcely 
excepting  even  his  own  son,  did  Lord  Chesterfield  write 
with  sucli  thorougli  unreserve.  But,  as  published  in 
Dr.  Maty  V,  and  the  subsequent  editions,  these  letters 
appear,  as  the  Preface  states,  **  in  some  ports  mutilated." 
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Of  tlie  parts,  and  eveu  in  many  cases  entire  letters, 
omitted  (amounting  to  nearly  one  half  of  the  wliole), 
Dr.  Maty  continues  to  say,  "some  were  written  for 
"  Mr.  DayroUeaV  own  private  information  when  liia 
"  Lordship  was  Sncretary  of  Slate,  and  Mr.  DayroUes 
"  in  a  public  character  at  the  Hague;  and  some  other 
"  ports  again  arc  a  continuation  of  such  political  and 
"  private  correspondence  after  his  Lordship  had  quitted 
"  public  business,  in  which  some  measures,  operations, 
"and  persons  concerned  in  them,  arc  too  particularly 
"  descanted  upon  for  Mr.  Dayrolles  to  allow  himself 
"  to  give  them  to  the  public,  as  they  were  oommuni- 
"cated  to  him  in  the  most  confidential  manner."  This 
reserve,  however,  though  most  proper  and  discreet  in 
1777,  is  no  longer  applicable  in  1845,  and  the  entire 
letters  as  originally  written,  may  now  be  sent  fortli  in 
print  without  either  any  breach  of  public  confidence 
or  any  wound  to  private  feelings. 

Omissions,  as  it  seemed  to  the  Editor,  might,  in  one 
class  of  subjects,  be  no  less  advantageous  tlian  new 
matter.  The  early  letters  of  liord  Chesterfield  to  hia 
son,  when  scarcely  seven  or  eight  years  ohl,  are  filled 
with  elementary  instruction  in  History  and  in  Geogra- 
phy, well  fitted  for  that  age,  but  scarcely  suited  for  a 
collection  like  the  present.  Such  facts  as  that  Bomu- 
lus  built  Home,  and  that  Cliamjiagne  is  a  province  of 
France,  may  be  more  properly  reserved  for  professed 
school-buoUs.  The  £ilitor  has  tlierefore  decided  on 
expunging  about  forty  letters  of  that  early  period, 
leaving  a  few.  however,  of  the  same  time,  but  ou  lees 
obvious  topics,  so  as  sufficiently  to  illustrate  Lord 
Chesterfield's  method  of  instruction  with  a  child. 

Nor  will  the  trauslatious  of  the  French  letters  which 
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appeared  in  former  editions  be  found  in  the  present. 
Their  number  would  have  required  a  whole  additional 
volume,  and  their  importance  seems  much  diminislied 
at  a  jteriod  when  the  Htudy  of  the  French  language  has, 
amongst  all  educated  classes,  become  bo  widely  diffused. 
In  considering  the  method  of  arrangement,  the 
Strictly  chronological  as  the  most  simple,  and  in  moet 
the  beet,  was  of  course  the  first  to  occur  to  the 
Editor's  thoughts.  But  the  series  of  Lord  Chester- 
ield*s  letters  to  his  son,  which,  up  to  this  time  baa 
;en  always  separately  printed,  seemed  to  present  a 
strong  objection.  For  the  last  fourteen  or  iifteen 
years  of  that  series,  the  letters  treating  as  they  do  of 
public  or  private  businei?s,  might  properly  be  mingled 
with  letters,  to  other  correspondents,  but  on  the  same 
subjects.  The  earlier  letters,  on  the  contrary,  form  a 
connected  and  closely-urged  system  of  education  for 
the  use  of  his  son ;  and  other  letters  of  a  different 
nature  could  not  be  inserted  amongst  them  according 
to  their  dates,  without  greatly  impairing  the  interest 
and  continuity  of  botli.  The  Eilltor  has  therefore, 
after  careful  consideration,  determined  to  place  to- 
gether Lord  Chesterfield's  letters  to  hia  son  during 
that  son's  education,  and  to  insert  tlie  rest  according  to 
their  dates  among  the  Miscellaneous  Correspondence. 
A  proper  period  for  that  break  seems  to  occur  in  March 
1754,  when  Mr,  Stanhope  had  attained  his  majority, 
and  when  the  sudden  death  of  Mr.  Pelham  roused 
the  political  parties  from  a  long  and  profound  repose. 
Since  that  [wriod  it  will  be  seen  tliat  Lord  Chesterfield's 
letters  to  his  son  contain  but  little  of  such  admoni- 
tions as  his  earlier  ones  abound  with,and  refer  mainly  to 
the  stirring  events  or  anxious  expectations  of  the  time. 
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In  the  Miscellaneous  CorrespontJence  a  statement 
will  be  found  appended  to  each  letter,  irora  which  of 
the  many  sources  it  is  derived,  or  whether  now  for  the 
first  time  printed. 

In  the  notes  which  lie  has  added,  the  Editor  has 
endeavoured  to  confine  himself  to  the  el.uci<lation  of 
sucli  circumstances  or  such  chamcters  as  might  not, 
he  supposed,  be  familiar  to  readers  in  general.  It 
would  be  impertinent  to  explain  such  well-known 
names  as  Voltaire  or  King  Frederick,  as  Walpole  or 
Chatham.  Still  less  has  he  deemed  it  right  to  enter 
into  controversies — to  state  in  the  notes  his  own  occa- 
sionally strong  dissent  from  the  views  or  opinions  in 
the  text.  But  he  trusts  that  he  shall  not  be  consid- 
ered as  overstepping  the  bounds  of  his  duty,  if  he 
here  ventures  (o  express  his  opinion  of  Lord  Chester- 
field's letters  on  education  to  his  son,  that  admirable 
as  they  are  in  style,  and  important  for  their  sense  and 
shrewdness, — with  now  and  then  such  happy  touches 
of  huuiour  as  Pope  celebrates  in  llieir  author's  conver- 
sation, 

"  How  can  I  Pultontr,  Clicaterfield  forgot, 

"  While  Roman  npirit  charms,  or  Attic  wil?" 

they  are  yet  by  no  means  fitted  for  early  or  indis- 
criminate perusal.  Only  those  persons  whose  princi- 
ples arc  fixed,  and  whose  understandings  are  matured, 
will  bo  able  to  read  them  with  advantage, — to  cuU 
their  good  from  their  evil — to  profit  by  their  knowl- 
edge and  experience  without  the  danger  of  imbibing 
their  laxity  of  morals — and  to  such  persons  only  does 
tlie  Editor  commend  them. 

Orotvtnor  Place, 
April,  lft4fi. 
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LORD  CHESTERFIELD'S 


LETTERS  TO  DIS  SON,  ON   EDUCATION. 


A  Bath,  ce  K  Octobre,  1789. 
MON   CHEU    EnFAJJT, 

En  \6rii^  je  croie  que  vous  ^tes  le  premier  garden 
k  qui  avant  Vagc  de  liuit  ans  on  ait  jamais  parl^  dee 
figures  de  la  rh^torique,  comme  j'ai  fait  dans  ma 
dernii^re*:  mais  aus8i  il  me  eemble  qu'on  ne  peut 
pas  commencer  trop  jeune  h.  y  penser  un  pen  ;  et  I'art 
de  persuader  k  I'esprit,  et  de  toucher  le  coeur,  m<5rite 
bien  qu'on  y  taese  attention  de  bonne  heure. 

Vous  concevez  bien  qu'un  homme  qui  purle  et  qui 
^rit  ^'l<''gamment  et  avec  grace,  qui  choisit  bien  sea 
paroles,  et  qui  orae  et  embellit  la  muti^re  sur  laquelle 
il  parie  ou  ^rit,  persuadera  mieux,  et  obtiendra  plus 
J'aeilement  ce  qu'il  eoubaitc,  qu^ln  lionime  qui  s'ex- 
plique  raal,  qui  parle  mal  sa  langue,  qui  se  scrt  de 
mots  bas  et  vulgaires,  et  qui  eufin  D*a  ni  grace  ni 
^li?gance  en  tout  ce  quMl  dit.  Or  c'eat  cet  art  de  bien 
parler,  que  la  Rht'torique  enseigne ;  et  quoique  je  ne 
Bonge  pas  i  vous  y  enfoncer  encore,  je  voudrois  pour- 
tant  bien  vous  en  donner  quelque  kl6e  conveuable  k 
votre  age. 

La  premiere  chose  i  laquelle  vous  devez  faire  at- 

*  This  preceding  letter  wu   oot  fouod  amongtt  Mr.  Stanhope's 
l-apcra. 
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tention,  c*G9t  de  parler  1a  laiigue  que  vous  parlez, 
dans  8H  derni^^e  puret^,  et  scloa  les  regies  de  U 
Grammaire;  car  il  n'eet  pas  pennia  de  faire  dee 
fautcs  oontrc  la  Grammaire.  ou  de  fie  servir  de  mots 
qui  ne  eont  pas  v^'ritablement  dcs  mots.  Mais  ce 
n'eet  pas  encore  tout,  car  il  ne  suffit  point  de  ne  pas 
parler  mal ;  roaos  il  faut  parler  bien,  et  le  raeilleur 
moyen  d'y  parvenir  est  de  lire  avec  attention  les 
meilleurs  livres,  et  de  remarquer  comment  les  bon- 
nC'les  gens  et  ceux  qui  parlent  le  mieux  s'expriment; 
car  les  bourgeois,  le  petit  peuple,  les  laquais,  et  les 
servantes,  tout  cela  parle  mal.  lis  ont  dee  expres- 
sions basses  et  vulgaires,  dont  len  lionuotes  gens  ne 
doivent  jamais  se  servir.  Dans  les  Nombres,  ils 
joignent  le  singulier  et  le  pluriel  ensemble ;  dans  les 
GJenree,  ils  confondent  le  masculin  avec  lefeminin; 
et  dans  les  Tems,  ils  prenueut  souvent  I'lin  pour  I'autre. 
Pour  ^viter  toutes  cca  fautes,  il  tniit  lire  avec  srnu ; 
remarquer  le  tour  et  les  expressions  des  meilleurs  au- 
teurs;  etne  jamais  passer  un  seul  mot  qu'on  n'entend 
paSf  ou  sur  lequel  on  a  la  moindre  difficulti^,  sans  en 
demander  exactement  la  signification.  Par  exempic: 
quand  vous  lisez  les  Mt^tainorphoses  d'Ovide  avec 
Monsieur  Martin,  il  faut  lui  demander  le  sens  de 
cbaque  mot  que  vous  uc  savez  pas,  et  nif'me  si  e'est 
un  mot  dont  on  pent  se  servir  en  prose  aussi  bien 
qu'en  vers;  car,  comnie  je  vous  ni  dit  autrefois^  le 
langage  poi'tiquo  est  (liff^retit  du  langago  ordinaire, 
Ot  il  y  a  bien  des  roots  dont  on  se  sert  dans  la  poeaiCt 
qu'on  feroit  fort  mal  d'employer  dans  la  prose.  De 
ni^ine  quand  vous  lisez  lo  Fran^wa  avec  Monsieur 
Pclnotc,  dcmandez  lui  Ic  sens  de  choque  nouvcau  mot 
que  vouB  rencontrez  cbemin   f'aisant,  et   priez  le  de 
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vous  (lonner  des  cxemples  de  la  mani^ro  dont  il  faut 
e'en  servir.  Tout  ceci  ne  deraande  qu'uu  peu  d'atten- 
tion,  et  pourtant  il  n*y  a  rien  de  plus  ulile.  H  faut 
(dit-on)  qii*un  hotnrae  Boit  n^  Pnete;  mais  il  peut  se 
faire  Orateur.  NascUur  Poe(<t,fit  Orator.  C'est-ft- 
dire,  qu'il  faut  fitre  n4  avec  une  certaiue  force  et  viva- 
city d'eaprit  pour  ^tre  Poete;  mais  que  Tattention,  la 
lecture,  et  le  travail  suffisent  pour  faire  un  Orateur. 
Adieu  I 


A  Bath,  ce  Sfi  Octobre,  1739. 

MoN  CHER  Enfant, 

8i  Ton  peut  fitre  trop  raodeste,  vous  T^tes,  et  vous 
m6r\\ez  plus  que  vous  ne  dcmandez,  Une  canne  k 
pumuie  d'anibre,  et  une  paire  de  bouclea,  sont  des 
r^com|>enses  tr^  modiques  pour  ce  que  vous  faitea, 
et  j'y  ajouterai  bien  quelque  autre  chose.  La  modestie 
est  une  tres  bonne  qualite,  qui  accompagne  ordinaire- 
ment  le  vrai  m^rite.  Rien  ne  gagne  et  ue  prf'vient 
plus  les  CBpiitB  que  la  modedtie ;  commc,  uu  coutraire, 
rien  ne  choquc  et  ne  rebute  plus  que  la  pr^somption 
et  reffronterie.  On  n'aiiue  pas  un  horame  qui  veut 
toujours  se  faire  valoir,  qui  parle  avantageusement  de 
lui-mcme,  et  qui  est  toujours  le  h^ros  de  son  propre 
roraan.  Au  coutraire,  uu  homme  qui  cache,  poor 
ainsi  dire,  son  propre  m^rite,  qui  relfeve  celui  dea 
autres.  et  qui  parle  peu  et  modestement  de  lui-mdme, 
gagne  les  esprits,  et  se  fait  catimer  et  aimer, 

Mais  il  y  a,  aussi,  bieo  de  la  diffi^rence  entre  la 
modestie  ct  la  mauvaisc  bonte ;  nutant  la  modestie  est 
louable,  autanl  la  mauvuise  houte  est  ridicule.  11  nc 
faut  non  plus  t^tre  uu  iiigand,  qu'un  elfront^;  et  il 
fiiut  savoir  8e   pr&eutcr,  parlcr  aux  gens,  et  leur 
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r^pondre  sany  ^tre  d^conteoanc^  ou  embarrass^.  Le8 
AngloiB  sont  pour  rordiniiire  nigauds,  et  n'ont  paa  cee 
mani^ree  aisles  et  libres,  mais  en  meme  terns  poLiee, 
qu'out  leg  Francois.  Remarqucz  done  les  Fraii9ois, 
et  imitcz  les,  dans  leur  munidrc  dc  se  presenter,  et 
d'aborder  les  gene.  Un  bourgeois  ou  un  campag- 
nard  a  honte  quand  il  ee  pr^nte  dans  une  cora- 
pagnie;  il  est  embarrass^,  ne  sait  que  fairc  de  sea 
mains,  ee  d^monte  quaud  on  lui  parle,  et  ne  r^pond 
qu^avec  embarras,  et  presqu^en  b^ga'iant ;  au  lieu  quW 
honn^te  homnie,  qui  Bait  vivre,  se  pr^ente  avec  assu- 
rance et  de  bonne  grace,  parle  meme  aux  gens  qn'il  ne 
connoit  pas,  sans  s^embarraswer  et  d'une  mani^re  tout- 
^-fait  naturelle  et  aisfe.  VoilA  ce  qui  s'apjwUe  avoir 
du  monde  et  aavoir  vivre,  qui  est  un  article  tr(>8  im- 
portant dans  le  commerce  du  monde.  II  arrive  sou- 
vent  qu'un  homme  qui  a  beaucoup  d'esprit  et  qui  ne 
sait  pas  vivre,  est  raoina  bien  refu  qu'un  homme  qui  a 
moins  d*es])rit,  muis  qui  a  du  monde. 

Cet  objet  m^rite  bien  votre  attention  ;  penisez  y  done, 
etjoignez  la  modestie  il  une  assurance  poUe  et  aisi^. 
Adieu ! 

Je  re^is  dans  le  moment  votre  lettre  du  27,  qui  est 
trfes  bien  ^rite. 

fiath,  November  1,  17S9. 

Deab  Boy, 

Let  us  return  to  Oratory,  or  the  art  of  speaking 
well ;  which  should  never  be  entirely  out  of  your 
thoughts,  since  it  is  so  useful  in  every  part  of  life, 
and  80  absolutely  necessary  in  most.  A  mau  can 
make  no  figure  without  it  in  Parliament,  in  the 
Church,  or  in  the  Law ;  and,  even  in  common  con- 
versation, a  mau  that  has  acquired  au  easy  and  habit- 
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uftl  eloquence,  who  speak?  projx^rlv  and  accuralelr, 
will  have  a  great  advautage  over  those  who  speak 
incorrectly  and  inelegantly. 

The  husinesB  of  Oratory^  as  I  have  told  you  hefore, 
is  to  persuade  people ;  and  yoii  easily  feel,  that  to 
please  people  is  a  great  step  towards  persuading  them. 
You  must  then,  consequently,  be  sensible  how  advan- 
tageous it  is  for  a  man  who  speaks  in  public,  whether 
it  be  in  Parliament,  in  the  Pulpit,  or  at  the  Bar  (that 
is,  in  the  CV>urt8  of  Law),  to  please  his  hearers  80 
much  as  to  gain  their  attention,  which  he  can  never 
do  without  the  help  of  Oratory.  It  ifi  not  enough  to 
speak  the  language  he  sjieaks  in,  in  its  utmost  purity^ 
and  according  to  the  rules  of  grammar:  but  he  must 
speak  it  elegantly;  that  is,  he  must  choose  the  best 
and  most  expreeeive  words,  and  put  them  in  the  best 
order.  He  should  likewise  a<lorn  what  he  says  by 
proper  metaphors,  similes,  and  other  figures  of  rhet^ 
oric;  and  he  should  enliven  it,  if  he  can,  by  quick 
and  sprightly  turud  of  wit.  For  example,  suppose 
you  had  a  mind  to  persuade  Mr.  Maittaire*  to  give 
you  a  bolyday,  would  you  bluntly  say  to  him.  Give 
me  a  holyday  ?  That  would  certainly  not  be  the  way 
to  persuade  him  to  it.  But  you  should  endeavour 
first  to  please  him  and  gain  his  attention,  by  telling 
him  that  your  experience  of  his  goodness  and  Jndul- 


*  Michael  Muttaire,  well  Icoown  u  an  excclleat  soholar  and  the 
author  or  several  workii  on  cliuaicat  antiquity.  Hia  parrots  were 
French  Protesuuta,  who  had  left  their  oatire  country  on  the  reToca- 
Uou  of  the  EUlict  or  Nantes.  N'everthele^,  as  M.  Weim  telU  nn  in 
the  Bihliographieniiivenclle,"  Maittairedaaa  pluaieure  circonntance* 
"  a  lou6  leu  qualilia  d«  LouJa  XIV.  el  rendu  justice  il  sett  intcoUoua 
"aTec  fraochiee  et  loyaut^."  He  died  id  1747,  at  the  age  of  aeronty- 
nine. 
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gence  encouraged  jou  to  ask  a  favour  of  him ;  that, 
if  he  should  not  think  proper  to  grant  it,  at  least  you 
hoped  he  would  not  take  it  ill  that  you  asked  it. 
Then  you  should  tell  him  what  it  wa8  tliat  you 
wanted  ;  that  it  was  a  holyday  :  for  which  you  should 
give  your  reasons;  as,  that  you  had  such  or  such  a 
thing  to  do,  or  such  a  place  to  go  to.  Thcu  you 
might  urge  some  arguments  why  he  should  not  refuse 
you ;  as,  that  you  have  seldom  asked  that  favour,  and 
that  you  seldom  will ;  and  that  the  mind  may  some- 
times require  a  little  rest  from  lahour  as  well  as  the 
hody.  This  you  may  illustrate  by  a  simile,  and  say, 
that  as  the  bow  is  the  stronger  for  being  Bometimes 
unstrung  and  unbent,  so  the  mind  will  be  capable  of 
more  attention  for  being  now  and  then  easy  and 
relaxed. 

This  is  a  little  oration,  Bt  for  such  a  little  orator  as 
you ;  but,  however,  it  will  make  you  understand  what 
is  meant  by  oratory  and  eloquence,  which  is  to  per- 
buade.  I  hope  you  will  have  that  talent  hereailer  ia 
greater  matters. 

November  20,  1789. 

Dear  Bot, 

As  you  are  now  reading  the  Roman  History,  I 
hope  you  do  it  with  that  care  and  attention  which  it 
deserves.  The  utility  of  History  consists  principally 
in  the  examples  it  gives  us  of  the  virtues  and  vices  of 
those  who  have  gone  before  us ;  upon  which  wo  ought 
to  make  the  prof>er  observations.  History  animates 
and  excites  us  to  the  love  and  the  practice  of  virtue; 
by  showing  us  the  regard  and  veneration  that  was 
always  paid  to  great  and  virtuous  men  in  the  times  in 
whicli  they  lived,  and  the  praise  and  glory  with  which 


TO   HIS  80N,  OS    EUt* (!ATION. 


their  names  are  perpetuated,  aiu)  transmitted  dowu  to 
our  times.  The  Koman  Histoiy  furuislics  more  cx- 
amptes  of  virtue  and  magDanimity,  or  greatness  of 
mind^  l}ian  any  otlier.  It  wa»  a  common  thing  to  see 
their  Consuls  and  Dictators  (who,  you  know,  were 
their  chief  magistrates)  taken  from  the  plough,  to  lead 
their  armies  against  their  enemies  ;  and,  afVer  victory, 
returning  to  their  plough  again,  and  passing  the  rest 
of  their  Hves  in  modest  retirement:  a  retirement  more 
glorious,  if  possible,  than  the  victories  that  preceded 
it!  Many  of  tlieir  greatest  men  dietl  so  |)Oor,  that 
they  were  buried  at  the  expense  of  the  public. 
Curius,  who  had  no  money  of  liis  own,  refused  a  great 
sum  thai  the  Samiiites  offered  him,  saying,  that  he  saw 
no  glory  in  having  money  himself,  but  in  command- 
ing those  that  had.  Cicero  relates  it  thus :  Curio  ad 
Jboum  sedenli  magnum,  auri  pondm  Samnites  cwm 
aUulhseiit,  repudiati  ah  eo  mnit.  ^^on  enim  aurum 
habere  pra:c/ai*um  »ihi  videri^  sed  iis,  qui  habereni 
aunim^  imperare.  And  Fabricius,  who  had  often 
commanded  the  Roman  armies,  and  as  often  tri- 
umphed over  their  enemies,  w&^  found  by  his  fire- 
side, eating  those  roots  and  herbs  whicli  he  had 
planted  and  cultivated  himself  in  liis  own  field. 
Beneca  tells  it  thus:  Fahrwhtg  adfocum  cwnat  illas 
ipeas  radices^  quas,  in  agro  repurgando,  trlumphalis 
Senex  vuUit.  fScipio,  after  a  victory  he  had  obtained 
in  Spain,  found  among  the  jirisoiiers  a  young  princess 
of  extreme  beauty,  wlio,  he  was  informed,  was  soon  to 
have  been  married  to  a  man  of  quality  of  that  oouu- 
try.  He  orderetl  her  to  be  entertained  and  attended 
with  the  same  care  and  respect  as  if  she  had  been  in 
her  father's  house;  and,  as  soon  as  he  could  find  her 
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lover,  he  gave  her  to  liim,  and  atldetl  to  her  portion 
the  money  that  her  father  had  brought  for  her  raiwom. 
Valerius  Maximus  Bays,  Exriniiw  fomim  vitgbiefm 
acceritilis  parentihm  et  sponso  invwiaiam  iradidity  et 
Juvetm,  et  Ccelcbs^  et  Victor,  This  was  a  most  glori- 
ous eiample  of  moderation,  continence,  and  generosity, 
which  gained  him  the  hearts  of  all  the  people  of  Spain ; 
and  made  them  say,  as  Livy  tells  us.  Veniae  Pits 
eimiUimum  jnvejiem,  vincentem  omnia,  cum  arm/is^  turn 
benignitaie  ac  be?iejiciw. 

Such  are  the  rewards  that  always  crown  virtue,  and 
such  the  characters  tlint  you  should  imitate,  if  you 
would  be  a  great  and  a  good  man,  which  is  the  only 
way  to  be  a  happy  one  I     Adieu ! 


Monday. 
"Dear  Boy, 

I  WAS  vei-y  sorry  that  Mr.  Maittaire  did  not  give 

me  such  an  account  of  you  yesterday  as  I  wished  and 

expected.     He  t^kes  bo  much  pains  to  teach  you.  that 

he  well  deserves  from  you  the  returns  of  care  and 

attention.     Besides,  pray  consider,  now  that  you  have 

justly  got  the  reputation  of  knowing  much  more  than 

other  boys  of  your  age  do,  how  shameful  it  would  be 

for  you  to  lose  it,  and  to  let  other  boys,  that  are  now 

behind  you,  get  before  you.     If  you  would  but  have 

attention,  you  have  quickness  enough  to  conceive,  and 

memory   euough   to  retain :    but,  without  attention 

while  you  are  learning,  all  the  time  you  employ  ut 

your  book  ih  thrown  away;  and  your  shame  will  be 

Uie  greater  if  you  should  be  ignorant,  when  you  had 

such  opportunities  of  learning.     An  ignorant  man  is 

insignificant  and  contenij)tible ;  nobody  cares  for  hia 
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company,  and  he  can  just  be  said  to  live,  and  that  is 
all.  There  is  a  very  pretty  Fi'eiich  epijijraQi  upon  the 
death  of  such  an  ignorant,  insignificant  fellow;  the 
sUng  of  which  is,  that  all  that  can  be  said  of  him  is, 
that  he  was  once  alive,  and  that  he  is  now  dead.  This 
rUie  epigram,  which  you  may  get  by  heart : 

Colu  est  inort  de  maladte, 

Tu  veux  que  j'cu  pleura  Ic  sort; 
Qoe  dl&ble  Teax-ttt  que  j'en  die  ? 

Oolu  Tlvoit,  Colu  C8C  mort. 

Take  care  not  to  deserve  the  name  of  Colas,  which  I 
shall  certainly  give  you  if  you  do  not  learn  well ;  and 
then  that  name  will  get  about,  and  evei-ybody  will  call 
you  Colas;  which  will  be  much  worse  than  Frisky. 

You  are  now  reading  Mr.  Rollin's  Ancient  His- 
tory :  pray  remember  to  have  your  maps  by  you 
when  you  read  it,  and  desire  Monsieur  Pelnote  to 
show  you,  in  the  mai)8,  all  the  places  you  read  of. 
Adieu  I 


SftturdAjr. 

Deas  Boy. 

Since  you  choose  the  name  of  Polyglot,  T  hope 
you  will  take  care  to  deserve  it,  which  you  can  only 
do  by  care  and  application.  I  confess  the  names  of 
Frisky  and  Colas  are  not  quite  so  honourable ;  but 
theu,  remember  loo,  that  there  cannot  be  a  stronger 
ridicule  thau  to  call  a  man  by  an  honourable  name 
when  he  is  known  not  to  deserve  it.  For  example,  it 
would  be  a  manifest  irony  to  call  a  very  ugly  fellow 
an  Adonis  (who,  you  know,  was  so  handsome,  that 
Venus  herself  fell  in  love  with  him),  or  to  call  a  cow- 
ardly  fellow  an  Alexander,  or  an   ignorant   fellow, 
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Polyglot;    for   everybody  would  discover  the  eueer; 
and  Mr.  Pope  observes  very  truly,  that 

Praise  undeserved  is  satire  id  disguise. 

Next  to  the  doing  of  things  that  deserve  to  be  writ- 
ten, tiiere  is  nothing  that  gets  a  man  more  credit,  or 
gives  him  more  pleasure,  than  to  write  things  that 
deserve  to  be  read.  The  younger  Pliny  (for  there 
were  two  Plinys,  the  uncle  and  the  nephew,)  expresses 
it  thus :  £quid€in  beatos  piUo,  qiiibtts  Deorum  munere 
datum  eity  aui  facere  scrihendai  aut  ier/enda  scribere  ; 
beatig»imoft  verb  quUm^  utrumque. 

Pray  mind  your  Greek  particuhirly,  for  to  know 
Greek  very  well  is  to  be  really  learned :  there  is  no 
great  credit  in  knowing  Latin,  for  every botly  knows 
it;  and  it  is  only  a  shame  not  to  know  it.  Besides 
that,  you  will  understand  Latin  a  great  deal  the  better 
for  understanding  Greek  very  well;  a  great  number 
of  I^itin  words,  especially  the  tec}inieal  words,  being 
derived  from  the  Greek.  Technical  words  mean  such 
particular  words  as  relate  to  any  art  or  science ;  from 
the  Greek  word  rejfvij,  which  signifies  Art,  and  Tt^wxBc, 
which  signifies;  Artificial.  Thus,  a  dictionary'  that  ex- 
plains the  terms  of  art  is  called  a  Lexicon  Tecknicwn, 
or  a  Technical  Dictionary.     Adieu  I 


Loiigrord,  Juoe  9,  1740. 

Dear  Boy, 

I  WRITE  to  you  now,  in  the  supposition  that  you 
continue  to  deserve  my  attention  as  much  aa  you  did 
when  I  left  London,  and  that  Mr.  Muittaire  would 
commend  you  aa  much  now  as  he  did  the  last  time 
he  was  with  me ;  for,  otherwise,  you  know  very  well 
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tbat  T  sliouM  not  coucern  myself  nlwut  you.  Take 
care,  therefore,  that  when  I  come  to  town  I  may  not 
find  myself  mistaken  in  the  good  opinion  I  enter- 
tained of  you  in  my  absence. 

I  hope  yon  have  got  tlie  linnets  and  bullfinches  you 
80  much  wanted,  and  I  recommend  the  bullfinches  to 
your  imitation.  Bullfinclies,  you  must  know,  have  no 
natural  note  of  their  own,  and  never  sing,  unless 
taught;  but  will  learn  tunes  better  than  any  other 
birds.  This  they  do  by  attention  and  memory ;  and 
you  may  oI>5erve,  that,  while  they  are  taught,  they 
listen  with  great  care,  and  never  jump  about  and  kick 
their  heels.  Now  1  really  think  it  would  be  a  great 
shame  for  you  to  be  outdone  by  your  own  bullfinch. 

I  take  it  for  gninted,  that,  by  your  late  care  and  at- 
tention, you  arc  now  portect  in  Latin  verses,  and  that 
you  may  at  present  be  called,  what  Horace  desired  to 
be  called,  Homance  fidiccn  hyrw.  Your  Greek  too,  I 
dare  say,  keeps  pace  wit-h  your  Latin  ;  and  you  have 
all  your  paradigms  ad  unyuetn. 

You  cannot  imagine  what  alterations  and  improve- 
ments I  expect  to  find  every  day,  now  that  you  are 
more  than  octennU.  And,  at  this  age,  non  pi'ogredi 
would  be  regredi,  which  would  be  very  shameful. 

Adieu!  Do  not  writ«  to  me;  for  1  shall  be  in  no 
settled  place  to  receive  letters  while  I  am  in  the 
country. 


PHILIPPDB     CHESTERFIELD     PARVCLO     SUO      PHILIPPO 

STANHOPE,    8.    D. 

(Batb,  1740.) 

Pergrata    mihi    fuit    epistola    tua,  quaro    nuper 
Bccepi,  eleganter  enim   scripts   erat,  et  polliceris  te 
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sumiuaui  operam  daturum,  ut  vcras  laudcs  merits 
adipisci  possis.  Sed,  ut  plau^  dicara;  valde  suspicor 
te,  in  e£  8cribend<^,  optimum  et  eruditisslmum  adju- 
torem  hnbuisse;  quo  duce  et  auspice,  ucc  elcgantiay 
nee  doctrina,  nee  quicquid  prorsus  est  dignnm  6api- 
eute  bouoque,  uuquam  tibi  deease  potent.  Ilium  ergo 
ut  quam  diligenter  colas*  te  etiam  atque  etiam  rogo ; 
et  quo  magis  eum  omni  officio,  amore,  et  obsequio 
pereequeris,  eo  magis  te  me  studiosjum,  et  observaatem 
exist  imabo. 

Duee  septimante  mihi  ad  has  aquas  bibendas  super- 
sunt,  antequam  in  urbem  revertam ;  tunc  cura,  at  te 
in  dies  doctiorem  inveniam.  Animo,  attentione,  ma- 
jore  diligentiiJ  opus  est.  Prffimia  laboria,  et  indus- 
tri«,  hinc  afferam,  ei  modo  te  dignum  prsebeas;  sin 
aliter,  segnitiei  poenas  dabis.     Vale  I 


Bath,  October  14,  1740. 

Deab  Boy, 

Since  T  have  recomnieu{le<l  to  you  to  think  upon 
subjects,  and  to  consider  things  in  their  various  lights 
and  circumstances,  I  am  persuadefl  you  have  made  such 
a  progre88,  that  I  shall  sometimes  desire  your  opinion 
upon  difficult  points,  in  order  to  form  my  own.  For 
instance,  though  I  have  in  general  a  great  veneration 
lor  tlie  manners  and  customs  of  the  aiifJetits,  yet  I  am 
in  some  doubt  whether  the  Ostracism  of  the  Athenians 
was  either  just  or  prudent,  and  should  be  glad  to  be 
determined  by  your  opinion.  You  know  very  well, 
that  the  Ostracism  was  the  method  of  banishing  those 
whose  distinguished  virtue  made  them  popular,  and 
fouHequeutly  (as  the  Atlienians  thought)  dangerous 
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to  the  public  liberty.  And,  if  six  hundred  citizens 
of  AtJieoB  gave  in  the  name  of  any  one  Athenian 
written  upon  an  oyster-shell  (from  whence  it  is  called 
Ostracism),  that  man  was  banished  Athens  for  ten 
years.  On  one  hand,  it  is  certain  that  a  free  people 
cannot  be  too  careful  or  jealous  of  their  liberty  ;  and 
it  is  certain,  too,  that  the  love  and  applause  of  man- 
kind will  always  attend  a  man  of  eminent  and  dis- 
tinguished virtue;  and,  consequently,  they  are  more 
likely  to  give  up  their  liberties  to  such  a  one,  than  to 
another  of  less  merit  But  then,  on  the  other  hand, 
it  seems  extraordinary  to  discourage  virtue  uix>n  any 
account,  since  it  is  only  by  virtue  that  any  societj-  can 
flourish  and  be  considerable.  There  are  many  more 
arguments,  on  each  side  of  this  question,  which  will 
naturally  occur  to  you  ;  and,  when  you  have  considered 
them  well,  I  desire  you  will  write  me  your  opin- 
ioa  whether  the  Ostracism  was  a  right  or  a  wrong 
thing,  and  your  reasons  for  being  of  that  opinion. 
Let  nobody  help  you ;  but  give  me  exactly  your 
own  sentiments,  and  your  own  reasons,  whatever  they 
are. 

I  ho[)e  Mr.  Pelnote  makes  you  read  Rollin  with 
great  care  and  attention,  and  recapitulate  to  him 
whatever  you  have  read  that  day ;  I  ho|>e,  too,  that 
he  makes  you  read  aloud,  distinctly,  and  observe  the 
stops.  Desire  your  Mamma  to  tell  him  so,  from  me; 
and  tlie  same  to  Mr.  Martin :  for  it  is  a  shame  not  to 
read  perfectly  well. 

Make  my  compliments  to  Mr.  Maittaire ;  and  take 
great  care  that  he  gives  me  a  good  account  of  you  at 
my  return  to  London,  or  I  shall  be  very  angry  with 
you.     Adieu  ! 
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TbundAj. 

Beak  Boy, 

You  will  seldom  hear  from  me,  without  an  admoni- 
tion to  think.  All  you  learu,  and  all  you  can  read, 
will  be  of  little  use,  if  you  do  not  think  and  reasoii 
upon  it  yourself.  Oue  reads,  to  know  other  people's 
thoughts ;  but  if  we  take  them  upon  trust,  without 
examining  and  comparing  them  with  our  own,  it  is 
really  living  upon  other  people's  scraps,  or  retailing 
other  people's  goods.  To  know  the  thoughts  of  others 
is  of  use,  because  it  suggests  thoughts  to  one's  self,  and 
helps  oue  to  form  a  judgment;  but  to  repeat  other 
people's  thoughts,  without  considering  whether  they 
are  right  or  wrong,  is  the  talent  only  of  a  parrot,  or 
at  most  a  player. 

If  ^ght  were  given  you  as  a  subject  to  compose 
upon,  you  would  do  very  well  to  look  what  the  best 
authors  have  said  upon  it,  in  ortler  to  help  your  own 
invention ;  but  then  you  must  think  of  it  afterwards 
yourself,  and  express  it  in  your  own  manner,  or  else 
you  would  be  at  best  but  a  plagiary.  A  plagiary  is  a 
man  who  steals  other  people's  thoughte,  and  puts  them 
off  for  his  own.  You  would  tind,  for  example,  the 
following  account  of  Night  in  Virgil : 

Noz  erat,  et  placidum  carpebaot  feaia  toiiorem 
Corpora  per  terras ;  sylvreque  et  uava  quidmnt 
.^uora :  cum  moiUo  vokuntur  ftideni  lapsu ; 
Cum  Ucet  omnia  ».gvr,  pecuilea  pic'twque  voIuokb, 
Qurwiue  Iucuh  latd  liquiUoH,  qiuequo  aspera  dumU 
Kara  tenent,  Komno  poAitsi  isub  niKte  silentt 
Leait»aiit  curaa,  et  corda  nblJta  laboram. 


Here  you  see  the  effects  of  Night :  that  it  brings  rest 
to  men  when  they  are  wearied  with  the  labours  of  the 
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day  ;  tliat  die  stars  move  in  tlieir  i*egiilai'  course ;  that 
flocks  and  birds  repose  themselves,  and  enjoy  the  quiet 
of  the  Night.  This,  upon  examination,  you  wouhl  find 
to  be  all  true;  but  then,  u|K)n  consideration  too,  you 
would  find  tlmt  it  is  not  all  that  is  to  be  said  uyion 
Night,  and  many  more  qualities  and  effects  of  Night 
would  occur  to  you.  As,  for  instance,  though  Night 
is  in  general  the  time  of  quiet  and  repose,  yet  it  is 
often  the  time,  too,  for  the  commission  and  security 
of  crimes,  such  as  robberies,  murders,  and  violations, 
which  generally  seek  the  advantage  of  darkness,  as 
fiivonrable  for  the  escapes  of  the  guilty.  Night,  too, 
though  it  brings  rest  and  refreshment  to  the  innocent 
and  virtuous,  brings  disquiet  and  horror  to  the  guilty. 
The  consciousness  of  their  crimes  torments  them,  and 
denies  them  sleep  and  quiet.  You  might,  from  these 
reflections,  consider  what  would  be  the  pro])er  epithets 
to  give  to  Night;  as,  for  example,  if  you  were  to  rep- 
resent Night  in  ita  most  pleasing  shape,  as  procuring 
quiet  and  refreshment  from  lalxfurand  toil,  you  might 
call  it  the  friendly  Night,  the  sOfrnt  Night,  the  welcome 
Night,  the  peaceful  Night ;  but  if,  on  the  contrary,  you 
were  to  represent  it  as  inviting  to  the  commission  of 
crimes,  you  would  call  it  the  (guilty  Night,  the  conscious 
Night,  the  horrid  Night,  with  many  other  epitlieta  that 
carry  along  with  them  the  idea  of  horror  and  guilt ; 
for  an  epithet,  to  be  projter,  must  always  be  adapted 
(that  is,  suited)  to  the  circumstances  of  the  person  or 
thing  to  which  it  is  given.  Thus  Virgil,  who  gener- 
ally gives  ^neas  the  epithet  of  pious,  because  of  his 
piety  to  the  gods  and  his  duty  to  his  fattier,  calls  him 
Ihix  ^neas  where  he  represents  him  making  love  to 
Didu,  sa  a  proper  ej>ithet  lor  him  in  that  situation ; 
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because  making  love  becomes  a  general  much  better 
than  a  man  of  singular  pietj'. 

Lay  aside,  for  a  few  minutes^  the  thoughts  of  play, 
and  think  of  this  seriously. 

Amoto  qusramua  Beria  ludo. 

Adieu  I 

You  may  come  to  me  on  Saturday  morning,  before 
you  go  to  Mr.  Maittaii-e. 


Weduttday. 

Beab  Boy, 

Yor  behaved  yourself  so  well  at  Mr.  Boden's  last 
Sunday,  that  you  justly  deserve  coraruendation :  be- 
sides, you  encourage  me  to  give  you  Home  rules  of 
politeness  and  good-breeding,  being  persuaded  that 
you  will  observe  them.  Know  then,  that  as  learning, 
honour,  and  virtue  are  absolutely  necessary  to  gain 
you  the  e-steem  and  admiration  of  mankind,  {K>Htene88 
and  good-breeding  are  equally  necessary  to  make  you 
welcome  and  agreeable  in  conversation  and  common 
life.  Great  talents,  such  as  honour,  virtue,  learning, 
and  parts,  are  above  the  generality  of  the  world,  who 
neither  possess  them  themselves,  nor  judge  of  them 
rightly  in  others:  but  all  people  are  judges  of  the 
leaser  talents,  such  as  civility,  atfability,  and  an 
obliging,  agreeable  address  and  manner;  because  they 
feel  the  good  effects  of  them,  as  making  society  easy 
and  pleasing.  Good-sense  mu»t,  in  many  cases,  deter- 
mine good-breeding;  because  the  same  thing  that 
would  be  civil  at  one  time,  and  to  one  person,  may  be 
quite  otherwise  at  another  time,  and  to  another  i^ei'son : 
but  there  are  some  general  rules  of  good-breeding  that 
hold  always  true,  and  in  all  cases.    As,  for  example. 


TO  HIS  SOX,  ON    EDCCATIOK. 


17 


it  U  always  extremely  mile  to  answer  only  Yes,  or  No, 
to  anybody,  without  adding,  Sir,  my  Lord,  or  Madam, 
according  to  tlie  quality  of  the  person  you  spe-ak  to; 
as.  in  French,  you  must  always  say,  Monsieur^  Milord^ 

tadavie,  and  MademfiiseUe.     I  suppose  you  know  that 
'every  married  woman  is,  in  French,  Madame,  and 
every  unmarried  one  is  Mademoiselle.     It  is  likewise 

itremely  rude,  not  to  give  the  proper  attention  and  a 
civil  answer  when  people  speak  to  you ;  or  to  go  away, 
or  be  doing  something  else,  while  they  are  s|>euking  to 
you;  ibr  that  convinces  them  that  you  despise  ihem, 
and  do  not  tliink  it  worth  your  while  to  hear  or  answer 
what  tliey  say.  I  dare  say  I  need  not  tell  you  how 
rude  it  is,  to  take  the  best  place  in  a  room,  or  to  seize 
immediately  upon  what  you  like  at  table,  without  offer- 
ing first  to  help  others,  as  if  you  consideretl  nobody 
but  yourself.  On  the  contrary,  you  should  always 
endeavour  to  procure  all  the  convcnicncies  you  can  to 
the  people  you  are  with.  Besides  being  civil,  which 
is  absolutely  necessary,  the  perfection  of  good- breeding 
is,  to  be  civil  with  ease,  and  in  a  gentlemanlike  man- 
ner. For  this,  you  should  observe  the  French  people, 
who  excel  in  it,  aud  whose  politeness  seems  as  easy  and 
natural  as  any  other  part  of  their  convei-sation ;  whereas 
the  English  are  often  awkward  in  their  civilities,  and, 
when  they  mean  to  be  civil,  are  too  much  ashamed  to 
I  get  it  out.  But,  pray,  do  you  remember  never  to  be 
ashamed  of  doing  what  is  right:  you  would  have  a 
great  deal  of  reason  to  be  ashamed,  if  you  were  not 
civil ;  but  what  reason  can  you  have  to  l)e  ashamed  of 
being  civil?  And  why  not  say  a  civil  and  an  obliging 
thing  as  easily  and  as  naturally  as  you  would  ask  what 

o'clock  it  is  ?     This  kind  of  bashfulness,  which  is  justly 
Vol.  I.  2 
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called  by  the  French  m/iu/vaise  honie,  is  the  distinguinh- 
ing  character  of  an  English  booby,  who  U  friglilened 
out  of  his  wits  when  people  of  fashion  speak  to  him  ; 
and,  when  he  is  to  answer  them,  blushes,  stammers^; 
can  liardly  get  out  what  he  would  say,  and  becomes 
really  ridiculous  from  a  groundless  fear  of  being  laughed 
at :  whereas,  a  real  well-bred  mau  would  speak  to  all 
the  Kings  in  the  world  with  as  little  concern  and  as 
much  ease  as  he  wonld  speak  to  you. 

Remember,  then,  that  to  be  civil,  and  to  be  civil 
with  ease  (which  is  properly  called  good-bree<ling),  is 
the  only  way  to  be  beloved  and  well  received  in  com- 
pany ;  that  to  be  ill-bred  and  rude  is  intolerable,  and 
the  way  to  be  kicked  out  of  company ;  and  that  to  be 
bashful  is  to  be  ridiculous.  As  I  am  sure  you  will 
mind  and  practise  all  this,  I  ex[>ect  that,  when  you 
are  novennis^  you  will  not  only  be  the  best  scholar, 
but  the  best-bred  boy  in  England  of  your  age.    Adieu  I 


PHlLIPFUa  CHESTERFIELD  PHIUPPO  STANHOPE, 
ADHUC  PCERULO,  8ED  CRA8  E  PtJEBITIA  EQBE8SDRO. 
8.  D. 

Hang  ultimam  ad  te,  uti  ad  pucrum,  epiatolam 
mitto;  crasenira,  ni  fallor«iies  novennis,  iUtutabhinc 
mihi  tecum  quasi  cum  adolescentulo  agendum  erit. 
Alia  enim  nunc  ratio  vitie  et  studiorum  tibi  sus- 
cipieuda  est;  levitas  et  nugte  pueriles  relinquendm 
sunt,  animusque  ad  seria  inteudcndus  est.  Quae 
enim  puerura  decebant,  adolescentulo  dedecori  essent. 
Quare  omnibus  viribus  tibi  eniteudum  e.st,  ut  te 
alium  prffibeaa,  et  ut  eruditione,  moribus,  et  urbani- 
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tate,  aliisque  Rnimi  dotibus,  adoleeoentulos  ejusdeiu 
cBtatis  eeque  supcres,  ac  jam  puerultm  pueruloit  Uii 
temporis  supcrasti.  Tecum  obnecro  rcputa,  quaDtum 
tibi  enibescenduni  foret,  si  te  nunc  vinci  patiaris  ab  iia 
quoe  adhuc  vicisti.  Exempli  gratis  :  m  adolcf^oentulus 
Onfilow  schnltc  Wcstnionasteriensia  nunc  aluninuB, 
oUm  aodalis  tuus,  et  novennis  teque  ac  tu,  si  ille,  in- 
qtiam,  locum  tibi  f^uperiorem  in  »c}iol^  meritil  obtincret, 
quid  ageres,  rogo?  Qut"*  t-enderes?  illinc  enim  discc- 
dendum  foret,  ubi  cum  dignitate  manere  non  poeses. 
Quare  si  tibi  fama  apud  omneB,  et  gratia  apud  me, 
curee  est,  fac  omni  studio  et  labore,  ut  adolesoentulorum 
eruditorum  facile  princeps  meritS  dici  jwsais.  Sic  te 
servet  Pater  Omnipotens,  tibi  detque  ut  omnibus 
ornacus  excel  las  rebus.  Addam  etiam,  quod  Horatius 
Tibullo  suo  optat,  ut. 


Gratia,  Cama,  valeUido  CDOtiogatabuodd; 
Et  uuntluii  vicUu,  noo  deficieuU  cromeai  t 


Kalend.  Mail,  1741. 


Valel 


a  Aix-la-Cbapelle,  m  8  Join.  N.a  (1741.) 

MoN  CHER  Enfant, 

Me  voici  A  Aix-Ia-Chapellc  depuis  quatre  jours, 
d'oii  je  prends  la  liberty  de  vous  assurer  de  mes  re- 
spects; ne  iloutaiit  pas  que  vous  n'ayez  la  bont^  de 
me  ])ard(inner  ^\  je  vous  importune  trop  souvent  par 
mes  lettres.  Je  sais  combien  votre  terns  est  prA^ieux, 
et  qne  vous  remployez  si  utilement  que  je  me  ferois 
conscience  dMnterrompre  le  conrs  de  voa  Etudes,  que 
vous  poursuivez,  sans  doute,  avec  tant  de  succ^  ct 
d*atteution.  Mais  raillerie  h  part,  j*e8p^re  que  vous 
apprenez  comme  il  faut,  et  que  Monsieur  Matttaire 
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est  trfts  content  de  vous,  car  autreraeut  je  vous  assure 
que  je  Berai  tres  nn5content. 

A  proitos  d'apprendre;  je  vous  dirai,  que  j'ai  vu  H 
Bruxellea  un  i)etite  gar^on  ^  peu  prSs  de  vdtre  age,  le 
file  du  Comte  de  Lannoy,  qui  savoit  le  Latin  parfait©- 
xneut  bien,  jouoit  la  com^die,  et  d&lamoit  la  trag<5die 
Fran^oise  dans  la  demidre  perfection.  Mais  c*est 
qu'il  s'appliquoitt  et  retenoit  ce  qu'il  avoit  une  fois 
appris.  De  plus  il  <?toit  trcs  poll ;  et  dans  une  com- 
pagnie  nombreuse,  qu'il  ne  counoissoit  pas,  il  nVtoit 
point  du  tout  d^concert^,  mais  j)arloitet  r^pondoit^uu 
chacun  avec  mani^res  et  aisance. 

Cette  ville  ici  est  assez  grandc,  mais  asscz  mauvaise; 
elle  s'appelle  en  Latin  AquUgranum  :  c'est  la  premi&re 
ville  Imperiale  et  libre  de  tout  TEmpire,  c'est  ii  dire 
qu'elle  est  gouvern^  pai*  sea  propres  magistrats,  quelle 
choiait  elle-mOme,  et  qu^elle  a  sea  droits  auxquels  I'Eui- 
pereur  ne  pent  pas  doiiner  atteinte.  Charlemagne  y 
ful  couronn^  Empereur  I'an  iiOO;  et  Ton  inontre  encore 
ici,  dans  IV-glise  catliddrale,  la  couronne  dont  il  fiit 
couroDD<^,  EUe  n'eat  d'ailleui*s  fameuse  que  par  see 
eaux  niin^rales,  qui  y  attlrent  beaucoup  de  monde: 
elles  sent  fort  chaudes  ct  fort  d^goi^tantes,  sentaut  lea 
tBufs  pourria. 

Les  villes  Impt'riales  ont  voix  k  la  Diete  de  I'Eni- 
pire,  qui  se  tieiit  k  Ratisbonue,  e'est  k  dire  il  I'Assera- 
h\^  de  I'Empire:  c'est  la  oil  les  Electeurs,  les  Princee 
et  \&i  vill&i  Inip^riales,  envoyeiit  leurs  d^put^  pour 
rdgler  les  alTaires  de  I'Empire,  conjointemeut  avec 
I'Empereur;  comrae  ufitre  Parlement  fait  en  Anglo- 
terre.  De  sorte,  que  vous  voyez>  que  I'Euipire  d'Al- 
lemagnc  est  un  £tat  libre,  dans  lequel  aucime  loi  ue 
peut  6tre  faite  sans  te  consentement  de  TEmpereur, 


TO  HIS  SON,  OS   EDUCATION. 


21 


des  Electeurs,  des  Princes  Souvemins  et  des  villes 
Itnp^rialei*.  II  est  hou  que  vous  siw^liiez  les  difF^ 
rentes  formes  de  goiivernement  des  diff<?ren8  pays  de 
I'Europe;  et  quand  voua  Usez  leura  hiatoixes  faites  y 
une  attention  particuli^re.     Adieu  pour  cette  foisi 


Spa,  July  25,  N.  S.  1741. 

Dear  Boy. 

I  HAVE  often  told  you  in  my  former  letters  (and 
it  is  moRt  certainly  ti*ue)  that  the  strictest  and  moat 
Bcnipulous  honour  and  virtue  can  alone  make  you 
esteemed  and  valued  by  maukind;  that  parts  and 
learning  can  alone  make  you  admired  and  celebrated 
by  them ;  but  that  the  possession  of  lesser  talents 
wae  most  absolutely  necessary  towards  making  you 
liked,  beloved,  and  sought  after  in  private  life.  Of 
these  lesser  taleuta,  good-breeding  is  the  principal  and 
most  necessary  one,  not  only  as  it  is  very  impoi-taut 
in  itself;  but  as  it  adds  great  lustre  to  the  more  solid 
advantages  both  of  the  heart  and  the  mind.  I  have 
often  touched  upon  good-breeding  to  you  before;  so 
that  this  letter  shall  be  upon  llie  next  necessary  quali- 
fication to  it,  which  is  a  gcntefil,  easy  manner  and 
carriage,  wholly  free  fi-om  those  odd  tricks,  ill  habits, 
and  awkwardnesses,  which  even  very  many  worthy 
and  sensible  people  have  in  their  behaviour.  How- 
ever trifling  a  genteel  manner  may  sound,  it  is  of 
very  great  consequence  towards  pleasing  in  private 
life,  es])ecially  the  women  ;  which,  one  time  or  other, 
you  will  think  worth  pleasing;  and  I  have  known 
many  a  man,  from  his  awkwardness,  give  people  such 
a  dislike  of  him  at  first,  that  all  hia  merit  could  not  get 
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the  better  of  it  afterwards.  Whereas  a  genteel  man- 
ner prepossesses  people  in  your  favour,  bends  them 
towards  you,  and  makes  them  wish  to  like  you.  Awk- 
wardness can  proceed  but  from  two  causes ;  either  from 
not  having  kept  good  company,  or  from  not  having 
attended  to  it.  As  for  your  keeping  good  company,  I 
will  take  care  of  that ;  do  you  take  care  to  observe 
their  ways  and  manners,  and  to  form  your  own  upon 
them.  Attention  is  absolutely  necessary  for  this,  as 
indeed  it  is  for  everything  else;  and  a  man  without 
attention  is  not  fit  to  live  in  the  world.  When  an 
awkward  fellow  first  comes  into  a  room,  it  is  highly 
probable  that  his  sword  gets  between  his  legs,  and 
throws  him  down,  or  makes  him  stumble  at  least; 
when  he  has  recovered  this  accident,  he  goes  and 
places  himself  in  the  very  place  of  the  whole  room 
where  he  should  not ;  there  he  soon  lets  his  hat  fall 
down  ;  and,  taking  it  up  again,  throws  down  his  cane; 
in  recovering  h'm  cane,  his  hat  falls  a  second  time; 
so  that  he  is  a  quarter  of  an  hour  before  he  is  in  order 
again.  If  he  drinks  tea  or  coGTee,  he  certainly  scalds 
his  mouth,  and  lets  cither  the  cup  or  the  saucer  fall, 
and  spills  the  tea  or  coffee  in  his  breeches.  At  din- 
ner, bis  awkwardness  distinguishes  itself  particularly, 
as  he  has  more  to  do:  there  he  holds  his  knife,  fork, 
and  spoon  differently  from  other  people ;  eats  with  bis 
knife  to  the  great  danger  of  his  mouth,  picks  his  teeth 
with  his  fork,  and  puts  his  spoon,  which  has  been  in 
his  throat  twenty  tiiucs,  into  the  dishes  again.  If  be 
is  to  carve,  he  can  never  hit  the  joint ;  but,  in  his  vain 
efforts  to  cut  through  the  bone,  scatters  the  sauce  in 
everybody's  face.  He  generally  daubs  himself  with 
Boup  and  grea.se,  though  his  napkin  is  commonly  stuck 
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through  a  button-hole,  and  tickles  his  chin.  When 
he  (Iriuki*,  he  infallibly  cougha  in  his  glass,  and  be- 
sprinkles the  company.  Besides  all  this,  he  has 
strange  tricks  and  gestures;  such  as  snuffing  up  his 
nose,  making  laces,  putting  his  fingers  in  his  nose,  or 
blowing  it  and  looking  atTerwurds  in  his  handker- 
chief, so  as  to  make  the  company  sick.  His  hands  are 
troublesome  to  hira,  when  he  has  not  something  in 
them,  and  he  does  not  know  where  to  put  them ;  but 
they  are  in  perpetual  motion  between  his  bosom  and  his 
breeches :  he  does  not  wear  his  clothes,  and  in  short 
does  nothing,  like  other  people.  All  this,  I  own,  is 
not  in  any  degree  criminal ;  but  it  is  highly  disagree- 
able and  ridiculous  in  company,  and  ought  most  care- 
fully to  be  avoided  by  whoever  desires  to  please. 

From  this  account  of  wliat  yon  sliould  not  do,  you 
may  easily  judge  whut  you  should  do ;  and  a  due 
attention  to  the  manners  of  people  of  fashion,  and 
who  have  seen  the  world,  will  make  it  habitual  and 
&miliar  to  you. 

There  is,  likewise,  an  awkwardness  of  expression 
and  words,  most  carefully  to  be  avoided ;  such  as  felse 
Knglish,  bad  pronunciation,  old  sayings,  and  common 
proverbs;  which  are  so  many  proofs  of  having  kept 
bad  aud  low  company.  For  example ;  if,  instead  of 
saying  that  tastes  are  different,  and  that  every  man 
has  his  own  peculiar  one,  you  should  let  off  a  prov- 
erb, and  say,  That  what  is  one  man's  meat  is  another 
man's  poison ;  or  else,  Kvery  one  as  they  like,  as  the 
good  man  said  when  he  kissed  his  cow;  everybody 
would  be  persuaded  that  you  had  never  kept  company 
with  anylwdy  above  footmen  and  housemaids. 

Attention  will  do  all  this ;  and  without  attention 
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nothing  is  to  be  done:  want  of  atI«ntioQ.  wliicli  is 
really  want  of  thought,  is  either  folly  or  madness. 
You  should  not  only  have  attention  to  everything, 
but  a  quickness  of  attention,  so  as  to  observe,  at  once, 
all  the  people  in  the  room ;  their  motions,  their  looks, 
and  their  words;  and  yet  without  staring  at  them, 
and  seeming  to  be  an  observer.  This  quick  and  un- 
obser\'ed  observation  is  of  infinite  advantage  in  life, 
and  is  to  be  acquired  with  care ;  and,  on  the  contrary, 
what  is  calletl  absence,  which  is  a  tlioughtlessuess,  and 
want  of  attention  about  what  is  doing,  makes  a  man 
80  like  either  a  fool  or  a  madman,  that,  for  my  part,  I 
see  no  real  difference.  A  fool  never  lias  thought;  a 
madman  has  lost  it;  and  an  absent  man  is,  for  the 
time,  without  it. 

Adieu !  Direct  your  next  to  me,  chez  Mon-sieur 
Chabei'i^  Banquver^  H  Paris;  and  take  care  that  I 
find  the  improvements  I  expect  at  my  return. 


Spft,  August  6, 1741. 

Deab  Boy, 

I  AM  very  well  pleased  with  the  several  perform- 
ances you  sent  me,  and  still  more  so  with  Mr.  Mait- 
taire'a  letter,  that  accompanied  them,  in  which  he 
gives  me  a  much  better  account  of  you  than  he  did 
in  his  former.  Laml<iri  a  Uiudato  virOt  was  always  a 
commendable  ambition  ;  eneouriige  that  ambition,  and 
continue  to  deserve  the  praises  of  the  praise -worthy. 
"While  you  do  so,  you  shall  have  whatever  you  wiU 
from  me ;  and  when  yon  cease  to  do  so,  yon  shall 
have  nothing, 

I  am  glad  you  have  begun  to  compose  a  little ;  it  will 
give  you  an  habit  of  thinking  upon  subjects,  which  is 
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at  least  as  necessary  as  reading  them :  therefore  pray 
Bend  me  your  thoughts  upon  tliia  subject: 

Non  sibi,  sed  toti  genitum  so  credere  roaodo. 

It  is  a  part  of  Cato*8  cliaracter  in  Lueaii ;  who  says, 
that  Caiodid  not  think  himself  bora  for  himself  only, 
but  for  nil  mankind.  Let  me  know,  then,  whether 
you  think  that  a  man  is  born  only  for  bia  own  pleas- 
ure and  advantage,  or  whether  he  is  not  obliged  to 
contribute  to  the  good  of  the  society  in  which  he  lives, 
and  of  all  mankind  in  general.  This  is  certain,  tbat 
every  man  receives  atlvantages  from  society,  which  he 
could  not  have,  if  he  were  the  only  man  in  the  world : 
therefore,  is  he  not,  in  pome  measure,  in  debt  to  society  ? 
and  is  he  not  obliged  to  do  for  others  what  they  do  for 
him  ?  You  may  do  this  in  English  or  Liitin,  which 
you  please;  for  it  is  the  thinking  part,  and  not  the 
language,  that  I  mind  in  this  case. 

I  warned  you,  in  my  last,  against  those  disagreeable 
tricks  and  awkwardnesses  wldch  many  people  contract 
turhen  they  are  young,  by  the  negligence  of  their  parents, 
and  cannot  get  quit  of  them  when  they  are  old ;  such  as 
odd  motions,  strange  postures,  and  ungentecl  carriage. 
But  there  is  likewise  an  awkwardness  of  the  mind,  that 
ought  to  be,  and  with  care  may  be,  avoidei) :  as,  for 
instance,  to  mistake  or  forget  names ;  to  speak  of  Mr. 
What-d'ye-call-him,  or  Mrs.  Thingum,  or  How-d'ye- 
call-her,  is  excessively  awkward  and  ordinary.  To  call 
people  by  improper  titles  and  appellations  is  so  too ; 
aa  my  Lord,  for  Sir ;  and  Sir,  for  my  Lord.  To  begin 
a  story  or  narration,  when  you  are  not  [jerfect  in  it, 
and  cannot  go  tlirougli  with  it.  but  are  forced,  possi- 
bly, to  say,  in  the  middle  of  it,  "I  have  forgot  the 
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rest,"  is  very  uiipleaaaiii  and  bungling.  One  must  be 
extremely  exact,  clear,  and  perspicuous  in  everything 
one  says ;  otherwise^  instead  of  entertaining  or  inform- 
ing others,  cue  only  tires  and  puzzles  them.  The  voice 
and  manner  of  speaking,  too,  are  not  to  I>e  neglected : 
some  people  almost  shut  their  mouths  when  they  speak, 
and  mutter  so,  that  they  are  not  to  be  understood; 
others  speak  so  fast,  and  sputter,  that  they  are  not  to 
be  understood  neither ;  some  always  speak  as  loud  as 
if  they  were  talking  to  deaf  people;  and  others  so  low 
that  one  cannot  hear  them.  All  these  habits  are 
awkward  and  disagreeable ;  and  are  to  j}e  avoided  by 
attention:  they  are  the  distinguishing  marks  of  the 
ordinary  people,  who  have  had  no  care  taken  of  their 
education.  You  cannot  imagine  how  necessary  it  is 
to  mind  all  these  little  things;  for  I  have  seen  many 
people,  with  great  talents,  ill  received,  for  want  of 
having  these  talents  too;  and  otliers  well  received, 
only  from  their  little  talents,  and  who  had  no  great 
ones.  

(Parb,  August.  1741.) 

Bear  Boy, 

Since  my  last,  I  have  changed  considerably  for  the 
better;  from  the  desarts  of  Spa  to  the  pleasures  of 
Paris ;  which,  when  you  come  here,  you  will  he  better 
able  to  enjoy  than  I  am.  It  is  a  most  magnificent 
town,  not  near  so  big  as  Loudon,  but  much  finer;  the 
houses  being  much  larger,  and  all  built  of  stone.  It 
was  not  only  much  enlarged,  but  embellished,  by  the 
magnificence  of  the  last  King,  Louis  XIV ;  and  a 
prodigious  number  of  expensive  buildings,  and  useful 
and  charitable  foundations,  such  as  libraries,  hospitals, 
schools,  &c.,  will  long  remain  the  monuments  of  the 
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magniGcenoe,  humanity,  and  f^ood  governniont  uf  lIuU 
Prince.  The  people  here  are  wcll-brcij,  junt  an  I 
would  have  jou  be;  they  are  not  awkwardly  banhful 
and  ashamed,  like  the  Englinh  ;  lait  eanily  civil,  with- 
out ceremony.  Though  they  are  very  gay  and  lively, 
they  have  attention  to  everything,  and  alwavH  mind 
rwhat  they  are  about,  1  hope  you  do  no  loo,  now,  and 
that  my  liighest  expectations  of  your  improvement 
will  be  more  than  answered,  at  my  return ;  for  I  ox- 
to  find  you  construe  both  Greek  and  Latin,  and 
likewbe  translate  into  tlioi^e  lun^iagCH  pretty  r^^ailily  ; 
and  alao  make  verses  in  them  both,  with  Home  little 
invention  of  your  own.  All  this  may  be,  if  you 
pleaw;  and  I  am  persuaded  you  would  not  have  ma 
ip|K)inted.  An  to  the  genius  of  Poetry,  I  own,  if 
iture  had  not  given  it  you,  yon  cannot  have  it ;  for 
it  is  a  true  maxim,  that  Po^la  nascUur,  rwn  JU;  bat 
then,  that  is  only  as  to  the  invention  and  imaginstkm 
of  a  Poet;  for  everybody  can,  by  applicsuion,  m»k« 
them.«elve8  mastera  of  the  mechanical  part  of  [jcpetry; 
which  consists  in  the  numbers,  rhymcn,  mcttsore,  and 
innouy  of  vene.  Ovid  wm  brim  with  such  a  jf^eaioi 
for  poetry,  tint  he  iB5V,  lift  could  not  help  tliinkinf;  in 
refse,  whether  he  woold  or  not;  and  that  ^vrj  iAum 
tspoke  renes  withoot  iatending  iL  It  in  mw^  otfaer- 
wiib  oratory ;  and  the  ftsxim  there  ia,  OrfU/n-jU: 
jr  it  is  certain,  that,  by  atsdy  and  affplicmii«>a.  every 
can  ■atehi^aelf  a  pretty  pwd  Orator ;  ekM|acMii 
depending  vpoa  i<>wiiBliiai  aad  esrai  l>ery  mmn,  H 
Ik  pkaMiy  oaay  ekmm ^ood  wnrde  mttni  td  bad  tmm, 
speak  poperly  ■■■■t#ad  «f  waproperly,  may  b« 
and  \n  i9^ikmumt  m  bin  rcritalt,  irMlwd  «f  4mk 
auiddy;  he  va^  have  ptm  Imuni  fi  awiawd 
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nes8  in  his  motions  and  gestures;  and,  in  short,  may 
be  a  very  agreejible,  instead  of  a  very  dit^agrt^enble 
speaker,  if  he  will  take  care  and  pains.  And  surely  it  is 
very  well  worth  while  to  take  a  great  deal  of  pains,  lo 
excel  other  men  in  that  particular  article,  in  which 
they  excel  beasu. 

Demosthenes,  the  celebrated  Greek  Orator,  thought 
it  80  absolutely  necessary  to  s|)eak  well,  that  though 
he  natiirally  stuttered,  and  had  weak  lungs,  be  re- 
solved, by  application  and  care,  to  get  the  better  of 
those  disadvantages.  Accordingly,  he  cured  his  stam- 
mering by  jiutting  small  i>ebbles  into  his  mouth ;  and 
strengthened  his  lungs  gradually,  by  using  lumself 
every  day  to  speak  aloud  and  distinctly  for  a  consid- 
erable lime.  He  likewise  went  often  to  the  sea-shore, 
in  stormy  weather,  when  the  sea  made  most  noise, 
and  there  spoke  as  loud  as  he  could,  in  order  to  use 
himself  to  the  noise  and  murmurs  of  the  popular  assem- 
bliea  of  the  Athenians,  before  whom  he  was  to  speidc. 
By  such  care,  joined  to  the  constant  study  of  the  best 
authors,  he  became  at  last  the  greatest  Orator  of  his 
own  or  any  other  age  or  country,  though  he  was  born 
without  any  one  natural  talent  for  it.  Adieu !  Copy 
Demosthenes. 

Batb,  June  '!».  1742. 

Dear  Boy, 

Your  promises  give  me  great  pleasure ;  and  your 
performance  of  them,  which  I  rely  upon,  will  give  me 
still  greater.  I  am  sure  you  know  that  breaking  of 
your  word  is  a  folly,  a  dishonour,  and  a  crime.  It  is 
a  folly,  because  nobody  will  trust  you  afterwards;  and 
it  is  both  a  dishonour  and  a  crime,  truth  being  the  first 
duty  of  religion  and  morality  :  ami  who<;ver  Iuls  not 
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truth,  CHnoot  be  gupi>09ed  to  have  any  one  gootl  ijual- 
ity,  anti  must  become  the  detestation  of  Go<l  and  man. 
Therefore  I  expect,  from  your  truth  and  your  honour, 
tl»at  you  will  do  that,  which,  independently  of  your 
promiHe,  your  own  intereHt  and  amt>ition  ought  to  in- 
cline you  to  do:  that  is,  to  excel  in  everything  you 
undertake.  Wlien  I  was  of  your  age,  I  should  have 
been  ashamed  if  any  boy  of  that  age  had  learned  his 
book  better,  or  played  at  any  play  better  than  I  did ; 
and  I  would  not  luive  reste<l  a  moment  till  I  had  got 
before  him.  Julius  Ctesar,  who  had  a  noble  thiret  of 
glory,  used  to  say,  that  he  would  rather  be  the  first  in 
a  village,  than  the  second  in  Rome ;  and  he  even  cried 
when  he  saw  the  statue  of  Alexander  the  Great,  with 
the  retiection,  of  how  much  more  glory  Alexander  had 
acquired  at  thirty  years  old,  than  he  at  a  much  more 
advanced  age.  These  are  the  sentiments  to  make 
people  considerable;  and  those  who  have  them  not, 
will  pass  their  lives  in  obscurity  and  contempt: 
whereas  those  who  endeavour  to  excel  all,  are  at  least 
sure  of  excelling  a  greiit  many.  The  sure  way  to  excel 
in  anything,  is  only  to  have  a  close  and  undiasi{)atcd 
attention  while  you  are  about  it;  and  then  you  need 
not  be  half  the  time  that  otherwise  you  must  be  :  for 
long,  plodding,  puzzling  application,  is  the  business  of 
dulness;  but  good  parts  attend  regularly,  and  take  a 
thing  immediately.  Consider,  then,  which  you  would 
chuse ;  to  attend  diligently  while  you  are  learning,  and 
thereby  excel  all  other  boys,  get  a  great  reputation,  and 
have  a  great  deal  more  time  to  play;  or  else  not  mind 
your  book,  let  boys  evei»  younger  than  yourself  get 
before  you,  be  laughed  at  by  them  for  a  dunce,  and 
have  no  Uiue  to  play  at  all :    for,  1  assure  you,  if 
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you  will  uot  learn,  you  shall  not  play.  What  is  the 
way,  then,  to  aiTive  at  that  perfection,  which  you 
promise  me  to  aim  at?  It  is,  first,  to  do  your  duty 
towards  God  Hud  man ;  without  which,  everything  else 
sif^nifies  nothing:  secondly,  to  acquire  grejit  knowledge; 
without  which,  you  will  be  a  very  contemptible  man, 
though  you  may  be  a  very  honest  one :  and,  lastly,  to 
be  very  well-bred  ;  without  which,  you  will  be  a  very 
disagreeable,  unplcasing  man,  though  yon  should  be 
an  honest  and  a  learned  one. 

Remember,  then,  these  three  things,  and  resolve  to 
excel  in  them  all ;  for  they  comprehend  whatever  is 
necessary  and  useful  for  this  world  or  the  next :  and, 
in  proportion  as  you  improve  in  them,  you  will  enjoy 
the  affection  and  tenderness  of,  Yours. 


Saturday. 

Sib, 

The  fame  of  your  erudition,  and  other  shining  quali- 
fications, having  reached  to  Lord  Orrery,*  he  desired 
lue,  that  you  might  dine  with  him  and  his  son,  Lord 
Boyle,  next  Sunday ;  which  I  told  him  yon  8hould. 
By  this  time,  I  suppose,  you  have  heard  from  him; 
but,  if  you  have  uot,  you  must,  however,  go  there 
between  two  and  three  to-morrow,  and  say,  that  you 
come  to  wait  upon  Lord  Boyle,  according  to  bis  Lord- 
ship's orders,  which  I  informed  you  of.  As  this  will 
deprive  me  of  the  honour  and  pleasure  of  your  com- 
pany at  dinner  to-morrow,  I  will  hope  for  it  at  break- 
fast, and  shall  take  care  to  have  your  chocolate  ready. 

Though  I  need  not  tell  one  of  your  age,  experience, 

*  This  vnm  John,  fiflh  Karl  of  Orrery,  and  aAerwarda  Earl  of  Cork, 
lie  vus  Uoro  ia  1707,  and  8Ucc«e<letl  bli  fiUiier  id  1737. 
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and  knowledge  of  the  world,  how  necessary  good- 
breeding  is,  to  recommend  one  to  mankind ;  vet,  as 
your  various  occupations  of  Greek  and  cricket,  Latin 
and  pitchfarthiug,  may  possibly  divert  your  attention 
from  this  object,  I  take  the  liberty  of  reminding  you 
of  it,  and  desiring  you  to  be  very  well-bred  at  Ivord 
Orrery's.  It  is  good-breeding  alone  that  can  prepos- 
people  in  your  favour  at  first  sight:  more  time 
["being  necessary  to  discover  greater  talents.  This 
good-breeding,  yon  know,  does  not  cousigt  in  low 
bows  and  formal  ceremony  ;  but  in  an  easy,  civil,  and 
[respectful  belmviour.     You  will,  therefore,  take  care 

answer  with  complaisance,  when  you  are  spoken 
to;  to  place  yourself  at  the  lower  end  of  the  table, 
unless  bid  to  go  liigher :  to  drink  first  to  the  lady  of 
the  house,  and  next  to  the  master ;  not  to  eat  awk- 
wardly or  dirtily;  not  to  sit  when  others  stand:  and 
to  do  all  this  with  an  air  of  complaisimce,  and  not  with 
a  grave,  sour  look,  as  if  you  did  it  all  unwillingly, 
I  do  not  mean  a  silly,  insipid  smile,  that  fools  have 
when  they  would  be  civil ;  but  an  air  of  sensible  good- 
humour.  I  hardly  know  anything  so  difficult  to  atUin, 
or  80  necessary  lo  possess,  as  i>crfect  good-breeding ; 
which  is  equally  inconsistent  with  a  stiff  formality, 
an  impertinent  forwardness,  and  an  awkward  bashful- 
ynesB.  A  little  ceremony  is  often  necessary ;  a  certain 
degree  of  firmness  is  absolutely  so ;  and  an  outward 
modesty  is  extremely  becoming:  the  knowledge  of  the 
world,  and  your  own  observations,  must,  and  alone 
can,  tell  you  the  proper  quantities  of  each. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  was  with  me  yesterday,  and  com- 
mended you  much  ;  go  on  to  deserve  commendations, 
and  you  will  certainly  meet  with  them.     Adieu. 
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Friday  Moraiag. 

Dear  Boy, 

T  AM  very  well  plea8e<J  with  the  subataace  of  your 
letter;  and  as  for  the  inaccuracies  with  regard  to  style 
and  grammar,  you  could  have  corrected  thera  all  your- 
self, if  you  had  tJiken  time.  I  return  it  to  you  here 
corrected,  and  desire  that  you  will  attend  to  the  dif- 
ference, which  is  the  way  to  avoid  the  same  &ults  for 
the  future. 

I  would  hare  your  letter,  next  Thursday,  be  in 
English,  and  let  it  be  written  as  accurately  as  you  are 
able ;  I  mean  with  respect  to  the  language,  grammar, 
and  stops ;  for,  as  to  the  matter  of  it,  tlie  less  trouble 
you  give  yourself,  the  better  it  will  be.  Letters 
should  be  easy  and  natural,  and  convey  to  the  persons 
to  whom  we  send  them,  just  what  we  would  say  to 
those  persons,  if  we  were  with  them.  You  may  as 
well  write  it  on  the  Wednesday,  at  yonr  leisure,  and 
leave  it  to  be  given  to  my  man  when  he  comes  for  it 
on  Thursday. 

Monsieur  Coderc  will  go  to  you  three  times  a  week ; 
Tuesdays  and  Saturdays,  at  three  of  tiie  clock,  and 
Thursdays  at  live.  He  will  read  Modern  History 
with  you ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  instruct  you  in 
Geography  and  Chronology ;  without  both  which, 
the  knowledge  of  History  is  very  imperfect,  and 
almost  useless.  I  beg,  therefore,  that  you  will  give 
great  utteutiou  to  them ;  they  will  be  of  the  greatest 
uae  to  you. 

As  I  know  you  do  not  love  to  stay  long  in  the  same 
place,  1  flatter  myself  that  you  will  take  care  not  to 
remain  long  in  that  you  have  got,  in  the  middle  of 
the  third  form :  it  is  in  your  own  power  to  be  soon 
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out  of  it,  if  you  please  ;  and  I  lio[)e  tlie  love  of  variety 
will  tempt  you. 

Pray  be  very  attentive  and  obedient  to  Mr.  Fitz- 
gemld :  1  am  particularly  obliged  to  him  for  uiider- 
tjiking  the  care  of  you;  and  if  you  are  diligent,  and 
minil  your  business  when  with  him,  you  will  rise  very 
foat  in  tl»e  scliool.  Every  remove  (you  know)  is  to 
be  attended  by  a  reward  fi-om  me,  besides  the  credit 
you  will  gain  for  yourself;  which,  to  bo  great  a  soul 
as  yours,  I  presume,  is  a  stronger  inducement  than 
any  other  reward  can  be ;  but,  however,  you  shall 
have  one.  I  know  very  well  you  will  not  be  easy  till 
you  are  got  above  Master  Onslow ;  but  as  he  learns 
very  well,  1  fear  you  will  never  be  able  to  do  it,  at 
least  not  without  taking  moi-e  pains  tiian,  I  believe, 
you  will  care  to  take ;  but,  should  that  ever  happen, 
there  shall  be  a  very  considerable  reward  for  you, 
besides  Fame. 

Let  me  know,  iu  your  next,  what  booka  you  read 
in  your  place  ai  school,  and  what  you  do  with  Mr. 
Fitzgerald.     Adieu. 


Dublin  Castle,  November  19, 1745. 

Deab  Bot, 

I  HAVE  received  your  last  Saturday's  j>erformance, 
with  which  1  am  very  well  satisfied.  1  know  or  have 
heard  of  no  Mr.  Ht.  Maurice  ;  and  young  Pain,  whom 
I  have  made  an  Ensign,  was  here  upon  the  s[}ot,  as 
were  every  one  of  those  1  have  named  in  these  new 
levies. 

Now  that  the  Christmas  breaking-up  draws  near,  I 

have  ordered  Mr.  Desnoyers  to  go  to  you,  during  tliat 
Vol.  1.  8 
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time,  to  teecli  you  to  Jance.  I  desire  you  will  par- 
ticularly attend  to  the  grawful  motion  of  your  arms ; 
which,  with  the  »nanner  of  pulling  on  your  hat,  «nd 
giviug  your  hand,  is  all  that  a  gentleman  need  attend 
to.  Dancing  is  in  it^^elf  a  very  trifling,  silly  thing; 
but  it  is  one  of  those  established  follies  to  which  peo- 
ple of  sense  arc  sometimes  obliged  to  conform ;  and 
then  they  should  be  able  to  do  it  well.  And,  though 
I  would  not  have  you  a  dancer,  yet,  when  yon  do 
dance,  I  would  hare  you  dance  well,  as  I  would 
have  you  do  everything,  you  do,  well.  Tliere  is  no 
one  thing  so  triSing,  but  which  (if  it  is  to  be  done 
at  all)  ought  to  be  done  well.  And  1  have  often  told 
you,  that  I  wished  you  even  played  at  pitch,  and 
cricket,  better  than  any  boy  at  Westminster.  For 
instance;  dress  is  a  very  foolish  thing;  and  yet  it  is 
a  very  foolish  thing  for  a  man  not  to  be  well  dressed, 
according  to  his  rank  and  way  of  life ;  and  it  is  so 
far  from  being  a  disparagement  to  any  man's  under- 
standing, that  it  is  rather  a  proof  of  it,  to  be  as  well 
dressed  as  those  whom  he  livei«  with :  the  difference  in 
this  Ciise,  between  a  man  of  sense  and  a  fop,  is,  that 
the  fop  values  lamsclf  upon  his  dress ;  and  tlie  man 
of  sense  laughs  at  it,  at  the  same  tinie  that  he  knows 
he  must  not  neglect  it :  there  are  a  thousand  foolish 
cuslouis  of  this  kind,  which,  not  being  criminal,  must 
be  complied  with,  and  even  cheerfully,  by  men  of 
sense.  Diogenes  the  Cynic  was  a  wise  man  for  de- 
spising them ;  but  a  fool  for  showing  it.  Be  wiser 
than  other  people  if  you  can  ;  but  do  not  tell  them  so. 
It  is  a  very  fortunate  thing  for  Sir  Charles  Hothara* 

*  lionl  Climturfield'a  aepbcfr.flOQ  of  Sir  ChiirleBantl  Lady  (K'rirtitic 
Hotbam.     lie  wui  of  dmtI^  the  same  age  a»  Mr.  Suiiili<^pe.  an<i  died 
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to  liAvc!  fallen  into  tlie  hands  of  one  of  your  age, 
experience,  and  knowledge  of  the  world.  I  am  per- 
(madcd  you  will  take  iiifitiite  care  of  him.  Good 
niglit. 

DnbliD  Caatle.  Sznaarj  26,  1746. 

Deak  Bov, 

As  there  are  uow  four  mails  due  from  England,  one 
of  which,  at  lenfit,  will,  I  suppoec,  bring  me  a  letter 
from  you,  I  take  this  opportunity  of  acknowledging 
it  beforehand,  tliat  you  may  not  accuse  me  (as  you 
once  or  twi(?e  have  done)  of  negligence.  I  am  very 
giad  to  find,  by  your  letter  which  I  am  to  receive, 
that  you  are  determined  to  apply  yourself  seriously 
to  your  buRiness ;  to  attend  to  what  you  learn,  in 
order  to  learn  it  well ;  and  to  reflect  and  reason  upon 
what  you  have  learned,  that  your  learning  may  be  of 
use  to  you.  These  are  very  good  retwlutions,  aud  I 
applaud  you  mightily  for  them.  Now  for  your  last 
letter,  which  1  have  received.  You  rebuke  me  very 
Heverely  for  not  knowing,  or  at  least  not  remember- 
ing, that  you  have  been  some  time  in  the  fifth  form, 
[ere,  I  confess,  I  am  at  a  loss  what  to  say  for  myself; 
lor,  on  the  one  hand,  I  own  it  is  not  probable  that 
you  would  not,  at  the  time,  have  communicated  an 
event  of  that  importance  to  me;  and,  on  the  other 
hand,  it  is  not  likely  that,  if  you  had  informed  me 
of  it,  I  could  have  forgotten  it.  You  eay  that  it 
happened  six  months  ago  ;  in  which,  with  all  due 
submii^ion  to  you,  1  apprehend  you  are  mistaken, 
because  that  must  have  been  before  I  left  England, 

wiUiout  issue  ia  1767,  wbea  the  barooelcy  rerert«d  u>  bU  uncle,  8ir 
Beuuuiout. 


^ 
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which  I  am  sure  it  was  not;  and  it  does  not  appear, 
in  any  of  your  original  manuscripts,  that  it  happened 
since.  May  not  this  possibly  proceed  from  the  oeci- 
tancy  of  the  writer?  To  thia  oscitancy  of  the  libra- 
rians we  owe  so  many  mistakes,  hiatuses,  lacunte,  &c., 
in  tlie  ancieul  uiauusoriptH.  It  may  here  be  ueces- 
eary  to  explain  to  you  the  meaning  of  the  Ogcitanieji 
librarii;  which,  I  believe,  you  will  easily  take.  These 
persons  (before  printing  was  invented)  transcribed  the 
works  of  authors,  sometimes  for  their  own  profit,  but 
oftener  (as  they  were  generally  slaves)  for  the  profit 
of  their  masters.  In  the  first  case,  dispatch,  more 
than  accuracy,  was  their  object;  for  the  faster  they 
wrote  the  more  thoy  got :  in  the  latter  case  (observe 
this),  as  it  was  a  task  imjtosed  ou  them,  wliich  they 
did  not  dare  to  refuse,  they  were  idle^  careless,  and 
incorrect  i  not  giving  themselves  the  trouble  to  read 
over  what  tliey  had  written.  The  celebrated  Atticus 
kept  a  great  number  of  these  transcribing  slaves,  and 
got  great  sums  of  money  by  their  labours. 

But  to  return  now  to  your  fifth  form,  from  whence 
I  have  strayed,  it  may  be,  too  long:  Fray  what  do 
you  do  in  that  country?  Be  so  kind  as  to  give  me  a 
description  of  it.  What  Latin  ami  Greek  books  do 
you  read  there  ?  Are  your  exercises,  exercises  of  in- 
vention? or  do  you  still  put  the  bad  English  o\'  the 
psalms  into  bad  Latin,  and  only  change  the  aliape  of 
Latin  verse,  from  long  to  short,  and  from  short  to 
long?  People  do  not  improve,  singly,  by  travelling, 
but  by  the  observations  they  make,  and  by  keeping 
good  company  where  they  do  travel.  So,  I  hope,  in 
your  travels  through  the  fifth  form,  you  keep  com- 
pany with  Horace  and  Cicero,  among  the  Komans ; 
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and  Homer  and  Xenophon,  ainnng  tlieGreeka;  and 
that  you  are  got  out  of  the  worst  company  in  the 
world,  the  Greek  epigrams.  Martial  has  wit,  and  is 
worth  your  looking  into  sometime*;  but  I  recommend 
the  Greek  epigrams  to  your  supreme  contempt.  Good 
night  to  you. 


Dublin  Castle,  Febrnory  8,  1746. 

Sm, 

I  UAVK  \toc.n  honoured  with  two  letters  from  youA 
since  1  troubled  you  with  my  last;  and  I  have  like- 1 
wise  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Morel,  containing  ar 
short,  hut  beautiful  manuscript,  said  to  be  yours;  but, 
I  confess,  I  cjin  hardly  believe  it,  because  it  is  so  very 
difl'erent  from  your  common  writing;  and  I  will  not 
suppose  that  you  do  not  always  write  as  well  as  you 
can;  for  to  do  anything  ill,  that  one  can  do  well,  is  a 
d^rec  of  negligence  which  I  can  never  suspect  you 
of.  I  always  applauded  your  laudable  ambition  of 
[excelling  in  everything  you  attempted;  and  therefore 
lake  no  doubt  hut  that  you  will,  in  a  little  time,  be 
able  to  write  full  as  well  as  the  person  (whoever  he 
was)  that  wrote  that  mauuscripl,  which  is  said  to  he 
yours.  People  like  you  have  a  contempt  for  medioc- 
rity, and  are  not  satisfied  with  escaping  censure ;  they 
urn  at  praise,  and»  by  desiring,  seldom  fail  deserving 
ind  acquiring  it. 

You  propose,  I  find,  Demosthenes  for  your  model; 
and  you  have  chosen  very  well ;  but  remember  the 
pains  he  took  to  be  what  he  was.  He  s\H>ke  near  tlie 
sea,  in  storms,  both  to  use  himself  to  speak  loud,  and 
not  to  be  disturbed  by  the  noise  and  tumult  of  public 
assemblies;  he  put  tjtoues  in  his  mouth,  to  help  his 
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elocution,  which  naturally  was  not  advantageous : 
from  which  facts,  I  conclude,  that  whenever  he  spoke, 
he  opened  both  hU  lipe  and  his  teeth ;  and  that  he 
articulated  every  word  and  every  syllable  difitiuctly, 
and  fttll  loud  enough  to  be  heard  the  whole  length  of 
my  library. 

As  he  took  so  much  pains  for  the  graces  of  oratory 
only,  I  conclude  he  took  still  more  for  the  more  solid 
parts  of  it.  I  am  apt  to  think  he  applied  himself 
extremely,  to  the  projiriety,  the  ])urity,  and  tlie  ele- 
gance of  his  language  ;  to  the  distribution  of  the 
parts  of  his  oration;  to  the  force  of  his  arguments; 
to  the  strength  of  his  proofs ;  and  to  the  jtassious,  as 
well  as  the  judgments,  of  his  audience.  I  fancy  he 
began  with  an  exordium.,  to  gain  the  good  opinion  and 
the  aftections  of  his  audience ;  that  afterwards  he 
stated  the  point  in  question,  briefly,  but  clearly;  that 
he  then  brought  his  proofs,  afterwards  his  arguments ; 
and  that  he  concluded  with  a  peroration  in  which  he 
recapitulated  the  whole  succinctly,  enforced  the  strong 
parts,  and  artfully  clipped  over  the  weak  ones;  and 
at  last  made  his  strong  push  at  the  passions  of  his 
hearers.  Wherever  you  would  persuade  or  prevail, 
address  yourrteU'  to  the  passions;  it  i»  by  them  that 
mankind  is  to  be  taken.  Cffisar  bade  his  soldiers,  at 
the  battle  of  Pharsalia,  aim  at  the  faces  of  Pompey*8 
men ;  they  did  so,  and  prevailed.  I  bid  you  strike  at 
the  |>a9sionH ;  and  if  you  do,  you  too  will  prevail.  If 
you  can  once  engage  people's  pride,  love,  pity,  ambition 
(or  whichever  is  tlieir  prevailing  passion),  on  your  side, 
you  need  not  fear  what  their  reason  can  do  against  you. 
1  am,  with  tlie  greatest  respect, 

Your,  etc 


TO  Hffl  SON,  ON   EDUCATION. 


89 


Dublin  C»«Ue,  February  26, 1746. 
Bunt  quibus  io  Sslird  videar  nimis  acer. 

I  FIND,  Sir,  you  are  one  of  tlioee;  though  I  cannot 
imagine  why  you  tliink  ^o,  unless  something  that  I 
have  said,  very  innocently,  has  happened  to  be  very 
applicable  to  somebody  or  other  of  your  acquaintance. 
He  makes  the  satire,  who  U|>plie4  it;  qui  capiif  ill*'. 
fiuriL  I  hope  you  do  not  tliink  I  meant  you,  by 
anything  1  have  said ;  because,  it'  you  do,  it  seems  to 
imply  a  consciousness  of  some  guilt,  wliich  I  dare  not 
presume  to  supi>ofe,  in  your  case.  I  know  my  duty 
too  well,  to  express,  and  your  merit  too  well,  to  enter- 
tain such  a  suspicion.  I  have  not  lately  read  the 
satiriL-al  authors  you  mention,  having  very  little  time 
here  to  read.  Bur,  as  soon  as  I  return  to  England, 
there  is  a  book  that  I  shall  read  over  very  carefully; 
a  book  that  I  imhlished  not  quite  fourteen  yeare  ago; 
it  is  a  small  quarto ;  and,  though  I  wiy  it  myself,  there 
is  something  good  in  it;  but,  at  the  same  time,  it  is  so 
incorrect,  so  inaccurate,  and  has  so  many  faults,  that 
I  must  have  a  better  edition  of  it  publislie<l,  which 
I  will  carefully  revise  and  correct.  It  will  soon  be 
much  more  generally  read  than  it  has  been  yet;  and 
therefore  it  is  nex^ssary  tliat  it  should  prodire  in 
hwf^ti  multo  emendutior.  I  believe  you  have  seldom 
dipped  intotliis  book;  and  moreover, I  believe  it  will 
be  the  last  book  that  you  will  reail  with  proper  atten- 
tion ;  otherwise,  if  you  would  tjike  the  iroublc,  you 
could  help  me,  in  this  new  edition,  more  than  any- 
body. If  you  will  promise  me  your  assistance,  I  will 
tell  you  the  Iiook  ;  till  then,  I  shall  not  name  it. 

You  will  tiud  all  the  Spectators  that  are  good,  that 
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is,  all  Addison's,  in  my  library,  in  one  large  quarto 
volume  of  his  workn;  wliich  is  perfectly  at  your 
service. 

Pmy  tell  Monsieur  Co<lerc,  (who  you,  with  ^reat 
grammatical  purity,  say  has  been  to  General  Corn- 
wall,) that  I  do  not  doubt,  but  that  whole  aSair  will 
be  set  right  in  a  little  time.     Adieu. 


Dublin  Gutle,  Mu-cli  10, 1746. 

Sir, 

I  MOST  thankfully  acknowledge  the  honour  of  two 
or  three  letters  from  you,  since  1  troubled  you  with 
my  last;  and  am  very  proud  of  the  repeated  insUnoee 
you  give  me  of  your  favour  and  protection,  which  I 
shall  endeavour  to  deserve. 

I  am  very  glad  you  went  to  hear  a  trial  in  the  Court 
of  King'.s  Bench,  and  still  more  ho,  that  you  made  Uie 
proper  animadversions  upon  the  inattention  of  many 
of  the  people  in  the  Court.  As  you  observed  very 
well  the  indecency  of  tiiat  inattention,  I  am  sure  you 
will  never  be  guilty  of  anything  like  it  yourself. 
There  is  no  surer  sign  in  the  world  of  a  little,  weak 
mind,  than  inattention.  Whatever  is  worth  doing  at 
all,  is  worth  doing  well ;  and  nothing  can  be  done 
well  without  attention.  It  is  the  sure  answer  of  a 
fool,  when  you  ayk  him  about  anything  that  was  said 
or  done  where  he  was  present,  that,  "  truly  lie  did  not 
mind  it."  And  why  did  not  the  fool  mind  it?  AVhat 
had  he  else  to  do  there,  but  to  mind  what  was  doing? 
A  man  of  sense  sees,  hears,  and  retains  everything 
that  passes  where  he  is.  I  desire  I  may  never  hear 
you  Uitk  of  not  mindiugt  nor  complain,  as  most  fools 
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.do,  of  a  treacherous  memorv.  Mind  not  only  what 
people  say,  but  how  tiiey  nay  it;  and,  if  you  have  any 
sagacity,  you  may  discover  more  truth  by  your  eyes 
than  by  your  ears.  People  can  say  what  they  will, 
hut  they  cannot  look  Jnst  as  they  will ;  and  their  loolta 

pecjnently  discover,  what  their  words  are  calculated  to 

Fconceal.     Observe,  therefore,  people's  looks  carefidly, 

when  they  8i>eak,  not  only  to  you,  hut  to  eacli  other, 

I  have  often  guessed,  by  jxiople's  faces,  what  they  were 

lying,  though  I  could  not  hear  one  word  they  said. 

*he  most  material  knowledge  of  all,  I  mean  the 
knowledge  of  the  world,  is  never  to  be  acquired  with- 
ont  great  attention ;  and  I  know  many  old  people, 
who,  though  they  have  lived  long  in  the  world,  are 
but  childreu  still  as  lo  the  knowledge  of  it,  from  their 
levity  and  iuuttention.  Ccrtjxin  forms,  which  all  peo- 
ple comply  with,  and  certain  arts,  which  all  people  aim 
at,  hide,  in  some  degree,  the  truth,  and  give  a  general 

tterior  resemblance  tn  almoe^t  everybody.  Attention 
ind  sagacity  must  see  tlirough  that  veil,  and  discover 

le  natund  character.     You  are  of  an  age,  now,  to 

iflect,  to  obsei-ve  and  compare  characters,  and  to  arm 
rourself  against  the  common  arts,  at  least,  of  the 
""vorhl.  W  a  man,  with  whom  you  are  but  barely 
acquainted,  lo  whom  you  have  made  no  otTers,  nor 
given  any  marks  of  friendship,  makes  you,  on  a 
sudden,  strong  professions  of  his,  receive  them  with 
civility,  but  do  not  repay  them  with  c<mfidence;  he 
certainly  means  to  deceive  you ;  for  one  man  does  not 
fall  in  love  with  another  at  sight.  If  a  man  uses  strong 
protestations  or  oaths,  to  make  you  believe  a  thing, 
which  is  of  itiwif  so  likely  and  probable,  that  the  bare 

lying  of  it  would  be  sufficient,  depend  upon  it  he  lies, 
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and  ia  hij^lily  Intereated  in  making  you  Iwlieve  it;  or 
eUe  lie  would  not  take  bo  much  pains. 

In  about  five  weeks,  I  propose  haviug  the  honour  of 
laying  myself  at  your  feet ;  which  I  hope  to  find  gi"0wu 
longer  than  they  were  when  I  left  them.     Adieu. 


Dublin  Castle,  April  6. 1746. 

I>£AR  Boy, 

Before  it  is  very  long,  I  am  of  opinion,  that  you 
will  both  tliink  and  speak  more  favourably  of  women 
than  you  do  now.  You  seem  to  think,  that,  from  £ve 
downwards,  they  have  done  a  great  deal  of  miHchief. 
As  for  tliat  Lady,  I  give  her  up  to  you;  but,  since 
hor  time,  history  will  inform  you,  that  men  have  done 
much  more  mischief  in  the  world  tlian  women ;  and, 
to  say  the  truth,  I  would  not  advise  you  to  trust  either, 
more  than  is  abKolulely  necessury.  But  this  I  will  ad- 
vise you  to,  which  is,  never  to  attack  whole  bodies  of 
any  kind ;  for,  besides  that  all  general  rules  have 
their  exceptions,  you  unnecessarily  make  yourself  a 
great  numlicr  of  enemies,  by  attacking  a  corps  collec- 
tively. Among  women,  as  among  men,  there  are 
good  as  well  as  bad,  and  it  may  be  full  aa  many,  or 
more,  good  than  among  men.  This  rule  holds  as  to 
lawyers,  soldiera,  parsons,  courtiers,  citizens,  i&c.  They 
are  all  men,  subject  to  the  same  passions  and  senti- 
ments, difTering  only  in  the  manner,  according  to 
their  several  educations:  and  it  would  be  ai3  impru- 
dent as  unjust  to  attack  any  of  them  by  the  lump. 
Individuals  forgive  soinetimea;  hut  bodies  and  socie- 
ties* never  do.  Many  yonug  |>eople  think  it  very  gen- 
teel and  witty  to  abuse  the  Clex'gy  ;  in  which  thoy  ans 
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itttremely  niiaUiken  ;  eince,  in  my  opinion,  imreonsare 
very  like  men,  and  neither  tlie  better  nor  the  worse  for 
wearing  a  black  gown.  All  general  reflections,  upon 
nationi^  and  societies,  are  the  trite,  thread-bare  jokes 
of  those  who  set  up  for  wit  without  having  any,  and 
80  have  recourse  to  coraraon-place.  Judge  of  indi- 
viduals from  your  own  knowledge  of  them,  and  not 
from  their  sex,  profeasion,  or  denomination. 

Though,  at  ray  return,  which,  I  hope,  will  be  very 
soon,  I  shall  nut  find  your  feet  lengthened,  I  ho{>e  I 
shall  tind  your  liead  a  good  deal  so,  and  then  I  shall 
not  much  mind  your  feet.  In  two  or  three  months 
aft«r  my  return,  you  and  I  shall  part  for  some  time: 
you  must  go  to  read  men,  as  well  as  hooks,  of  all  lan- 
guages and  nations.  Observation  and  reflection  will 
then  be  very  necessary  for  you.  We  will  talk  this 
matter  over  fully  when  we  meet;  which,  I  hojte,  will 
in  the  last  week  of  this  month ;  till  when,  I  have 

le  honour  of  being 

Your  most  faithful  servant. 


Bath,  H«|it«mbetr  29,  O.  a  1746. 

Deab  Boy, 

I  RECEIVED  by  the  last  mail  your  letter  of  the  23d 
\.  S.  from  Heidelberg;  and  am  very  well  pleased  to 
id  that  you  inform  yourself  of  the  particulars  of 

the  seveml  j»laces  you  go  through.     You  do  mighty 

right  to  see  the  curiosities  in  those  several  j)laccs; 

such  as  the  Golden  Buli  at  Frankfort,"'  the  tun  at 

*  Tbe  Gotdai  Bull,  bo  called  trom  the  Seal  of  Gold  affixed  to  iL, 
was  granted  by  the  Emperor  CharKa  the  Fnurlii,  By  tbm  Act  the 
right  of  Election  to  the  Oermanic  Empire  was  coaBrmed  io  three 
•piritual  luid  four  tempoml   Eieciura,  the  .A,n:bbwhops  of  Mentz, 
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Heidelljerg,*  <S^.  Other  travellers  see  them  and  talk 
of  them,  it  is  very  proper  to  see  tliem  too ;  but  re- 
member, that  seeing  is  the  least  material  object  of 
travelling;  hearing  and  knowing  are  the  essential 
points.  Therefore  pray  let  your  inquiries  be  chiefly 
directed  to  tlie  knowledge  of  tlie  constitution  and  par- 
ticular customs  of  the  places  where  you  either  reside 
at,  or  pass  through ;  whom  they  belong  to,  by  what 
right  and  tenure,  and  since  when ;  in  whom  the  su- 
preme antliority  is  lodged ;  and  by  what  Magistrates, 
and  in  what  manner,  the  civil  and  the  criminal  justice 
is  administered.  It  is  likewise  necessary  to  get  as 
much  acqinuDtance  as  you  can,  in  order  to  observe  the 
characters  and  manners  of  the  people ;  for,  though 
human  nature  is  in  truth  the  same  through  the  whole 
human  Bi>ecie;s,  yet  it  is  so  differently  modified  and 
varied,  by  education,  habit,  and  different  customs,  that 
one  siiould,  upon  a  slight  and  8ui>erficial  observation, 
almoi^t  tliink  it  different. 

As  I  have  never  been  in  Switzerland  myself,  I 
must  desire  you  to  inform  me,  now  and  then,  of  the 
constitution  of  that  country.  As  for  instance;  Do 
the  Thirteen  Cantons,  jointly  and  collftctively,  form 
one  government,  where  the  supreme  authority  is 
lodged ;  or  is  each  Canton  sovereign  in  it«^elf,  and 
under  no  tie  or  constitutional  obligation  of  acting  in 
common  concert  with  the  other  Cantons  ?  Onn  any 
one  Canton  make  war  or  alliances  with  a  foreign 
Power,  without  the  consent  of  the  other  twelve,  or  at 

Cologne,  and  Treves,  the  K\ag  of  Hohemla,  the  Coaot  Palatine,  the 
Duke  or  Saxony,  ami  the  Mttrj^rave  of  BramlenburK-  {BaUcr's  It«<r> 
oluUoiu  of  the  Germuuii:  Empire,  p.  lUd.) 

*■  This  enormoas  tun  was  amid  hi  bo  twanly-timr  feet  ia  diameter 
and  thirty  in  depth.     [Voyagea  de  Mononnyfi,  vnt.  iii.  p.  IHS.) 
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least  a  majority  of  tbem  t  Can  oite  Cantou  declare 
war  against  another?  If  every  Canton  is  sovereign 
and  independent  in  itself,  in  whom  is  the  supreme 
power  of  that  Canton  lodged?  Is  it  in  one  man,  or 
in  a  certain  nunihcr  of  men  ?  If  in  one  man,  what 
is  he  called?  If  in  a  number,  what  are  they  called  ; 
Senate,  Council,  or  what?  I  do  not  suppose  that 
you  can  yet  know  these  things  yourself:  but  a  very 
little  inquiry,  of  those  who  do,  will  enable  you  to 
answer  me  these  few  questions  in  your  next.  You 
8ee,  I  am  «ure,  the  necessity  of  knowing  these  things 
thoroughly,  and,  consequently,  the  necessity  of  ctm- 
versing  much  with  the  people  of  the  country,  who 
alone  can  inform  you  riglilly;  whereas,  mo«it  of  the 
English  who  ti-avel,  converse  only  with  each  other, 
and  consequently,  know  no  more,  when  they  return 
to  England,  than  they  did  when  they  led  it.  This 
proceeds  from  a  mauvaUe  honle^  which  makes  them 
ashamed  of  going  into  company  ;  and  frequently  too 
from  the  want  of  the  necessary  language  (French)  to 
enable  them  to  bear  their  part  in  it.  As  for  the  »k<u- 
vaiu  hoiite,  I  hope  you  are  above  it.  Your  figure  is 
like  other  people's;  I  suppose  you  will  take  care  that 
your  dress  shall  be  so  too,  and  to  avoid  any  singularity. 
What  then  should  you  be  ashamed  of;  and  why  not 
go  into  a  mixed  company,  with  as  much  ease,  and  as 
little  concern,  as  you  would  go  into  your  own  room? 
Vice  and  ignorance  are  the  only  things  I  know,  which 
one  ought  to  be  ashamed  of:  keep  but  clear  of  them, 
and  you  may  go  anywhere,  without  fear  or  concern.  I 
have  known  acme  people,  who,  from  feeling  the  pain 
and  inconveniences  of  this  tnauvaine  h^nte,  have  rushed 
into   the   other   extreme,  and    turned   impudent;   as 
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cowards  sometimes  grow  desperate  from  the  excess  of 
danger:  but  this  too  is  carefully  to  be  avoided  ;  Ujere 
being  nothing  more  generally  shocking  than  impu- 
dence. The  medium,  between  these  two  extremes, 
marks  out  the  well-bred  man ;  he  feels  himself  firm 
and  easy  in  all  companies;  is  modest  without  being 
bashful,  and  steady  without  being  impudent;  if  he  is 
a  stranger,  he  observes,  with  care,  the  manners  and 
ways  of  tlie  ])eople  the  most  esteemed  at  that  place, 
and  conforms  to  them  with  complaisance.  Instead  of 
finding  fault  with  the  customs  of  that  place,  and  tell- 
ing the  people  that  the  English  ones  are  a  thousand 
times  better,  {as  my  countrymen  are  very  apt  to  do) 
he  commends  their  tabic,  their  dross,  their  houses, 
and  their  manners,  a  little  more,  it  may  be,  than  he 
really  thinks  they  deserve.  But  this  degree  of  com- 
plaisance is  neither  criminal  nor  abject;  and  is  but  a 
small  price  to  pay  for  the  good-will  and  affection  of 
the  people  you  converse  with.  As  the  generality  of 
people  are  weak  enough  to  be  pleased  with  tliese  little 
things,  those  who  refuse  to  please  them  so  cheaply, 
are,  in  ray  mind,  weaker  than  they.  Tliere  is  a  very 
pretty  little  French  book,  written  by  L'Abb(5  de 
Bellegarde,  entitled,  VArt  dt;  plaire  dans  la  Conver- 
BoHon;  and,  though  I  confess  that  it  is  impossible  to 
reduce  the  art  of  pleasing  to  a  system,  yet  this  l>ook 
is  not  wholly  useless ;  I  dare  say  yon  may  get  it  at 
Geneva,  if  not  at  Lausanne,  and  1  would  advise  you 
to  read  it.  But  this  principle  I  will  lay  down,  That 
the  desire  of  pleasing  is  at  least  half  the  art  of  doing 
it;  the  rest  depends  only  upon  the  manner,  which 
attention,  ol>servation,  and  frequenting  good  company 
will  teach.     But  if  you  are  lazy,  careless,  and  indif- 


TO   mS  80h%  ON   EDUCATION. 


47 


ferent  whether  yo\i  please  or  not,  dej>eii(1  upon  it  you 
never  will  please. 

This  letter  is  insensihly  grown  too  long;  but,  as  I 
always  flatter  myself  that  ray  experienee  may  be  of 
Bonie  use  to  your  youth  nnd  inexperience,  I  throw  out, 
as  it  oL'cure  to  me,  and  shall  continue  to  do  80,  every- 
thing that  T  tliink  may  lie  of  the  least  advantage  to 
you  in  this  important  and  decisive  period  of  your  life. 
Go<l  preserve  you ! 

P.S.  I  am  much  better,  and  shall  leave  this  place 
soon. 

Batb,  October  4,  O.  8.  1746. 

Deab  Boy, 

Though  I  en»j)loy  80  much  of  my  time  in  writing 
to  you,  I  confess,  I  have  often  my  doubts  whether  it 
is  to  any  purpose.  I  know  how  unwelcome  advice 
generally  is ;  I  know  that  those  who  want  it  most, 
like  it  and  follow  it  least;  and  I  know,  too,  that  the 
advice  of  parents,  more  particularly,  is  ascribed  to  tlie 
moroseness,  the  imperiousness,  or  the  garrulity  of  old 
age.  But  then,  on  the  other  liaiid,  I  flatter  myself, 
that  as  your  own  reason,  thougli  too  young  as  yet  to 
suggest  much  to  you  of  itself,  ia,  however,  strong 
enough  to  enable  you,  both  to  judge  of,  and  receive 
plain  truths:  I  flatter  myself  (I  say)  that  your  own 
reason,  young  as  it  is,  must  tell  you,  that  I  can  have 
no  interest  but  yours  in  the  advice  1  give  you;  and 
tliat,  consequently,  you  will  at  least  weigh  and  con- 
sider it  well :  in  which  case,  some  of  it  will,  I  hope, 
have  its  efl'ect.  Do  not  tliink  that  I  mean  to  dictate 
as  a  parent;  I  only  mean  to  advise  as  a  friend,  and 
an  indulgent  one  too :  and  do  not  apprehend  that  I 
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mean  to  checlc  your  pleasures;  of  which,  oa  the  con- 
trary, I  only  desire  to  be  tlie  guide,  not  the  censor. 
I  Let  my  experience  supply  your  want  of  it,  and  clear 
your  way,  in  the  progress  of  your  youth,  of  those 
thorns  and  briars  which  scratched  and  disfigured  me 
^  in  the  couree  of  mine.    I  do  not,  therefore,  so  much  aa 
B  hint  to  you,  how  absolutely  dependent  you  are  upon 
H  me;  that  you  neither  have,  nor  can  have  a  shilling  in 
the  world  but  from  me ;  and  that,  as  I  have  uo  woman^ 

Iish  weakness  for  your  person,  your  merit  must,  and 
will,  be  the  only  measure  of  my  kindness.  1  say,  1 
do  not  hint  these  things  to  you,  because  I  am  con- 
vinced that  you  will  act  right,  upon  more  noble  and 
generous  principles :  I  mean,  for  the  sake  of  dojng 
right,  and  out  of  affection  and  gratitude  to  me. 
I  have  so  often  recommended  to  you  attention  and 
application  to  whatever  you  learn,  that  I  do  not  men- 

Ition  them  now  as  duties ;   but  I  point  them  out  to  you 
as  conducive,  nay,  absolutely  necessary  to  your  pleas- 
ures ;  for  c^n  there  be  a  greater  pleasure  than  to  be 
universally  allowed  to  excel  those  of  one's  own  age 
Band  manner  of  life?     And,  consequently,  can  there 
™  Vje  anythiug  moi'e  mortifying  than  to  he  excelled  by 
them?     In   this  latter  case,  your  shame  and   regret 
must  he  greater  than  anybody's,  because  everybody 
K  knows  the  uncommon  care  which  has  been  taken  of 
your  education,  and  the  opportunities  you  have  had 
of  knowing  more  than  others  of  your  age,     I  do  not 
confine  the  application  which  I  recommend,  singly  to 
■  the  view  and  emulation  of  excelling  others  (though 
that  is  a  very  sensible  pleasure  and  a  very  warrant- 
able pride) ;  but  I  mean  likewise  to  excel  in  the  thing 
e^lf;  for,  in  my  mind,  one  may  as  well  not  know  a 
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thing  at  all,  as  know  it  but  imperfectly.    To  know  a 
little  of  aoytliing, gives  neither  satigfaciion  uor credit; 
bat  often  brings  disgrace  or  ridicule. 
Mr.  Poj>e  says,  very  truly, 

"A  liitle  knowledge  is  a  dangerous  thing: 
Drink  deep,  or  taste  Dot  the  Culalian  spring." 

And  what  is  called  a  smattering  of  everything,  in- 
fallibly coDBlitutes  a  coxcomb,  I  have  uflen,  of  late, 
reflected  what  an  unhappy  man  I  mu8t  now  have  l>een, 
if  1  had  not  acquired  in  my  youth  some  fund  and  taste 
of  learning.  What  could  I  have  done  witli  myself,  at 
^this  age,  without  them?  I  must,  as  many  ignorant 
I  people  do,  have  destroyed  my  health  and  faculties  by 
sotting  away  the  evenings;  or,  by  wasting  them  frivo- 
lously in  tlie  tattle  of  women's  company,  must  have 
exposed  myself  to  the  ridicule  and  contempt  of  tliose 
very  women ;  or,  lastly,  I  must  have  hanged  myself, 
as  a  man  once  did,  for  wearine::^  of  putting  on  and 
pulling  off  his  shoes  and  stockinga  every  day.  My 
books,  and  only  my  books,  are  now  lefl  me;  and  I 
daily  find  what  Cicero  says  of  learning  to  be  true: 
*'  Hmc  dudia  (says  he)  adoiescentUim  nluiU^  sent^ctulem 
oblectant,  secundas  res  ornant^  advert  perfu^ium  ac 
solatium prcEbenU  dekctant  domi,non  impediuni /oris, 
pemociant  nobUcum, peregriTuinlur,  ruslicantur" 

I  do  not  mean,  by  this,  to  exclude  convei*sation  out 
of  the  pleasures  of  an  advanced  age;  on  the  contrary, 
it  is  a  very  great  aud  a  very  rational  pleasure,  at  all 
ages ;  but  the  conversation  of  the  ignorant  is  no  con- 
versation, and  gives  even  them  no  pleasure :  they  tire 
of  their  own  sterility,  and  have  not  matter  enough  to 

furnish  them  with  words  to  keep  up  a  eouversutiou. 
Vol.  1.  4 
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Let  me,  therefore,  most  earnestly  recommeud  to  you 
to  hoard  up,  while  you  can,  a  great  stock  of  knowl- 
edge ;  for  though,  duriug  the  dissipatioQ  of  your  youth, 
you  may  not  have  occasion  to  spend  much  of  it,  yet, 
you  may  depend  upon  it,  that  a  time  will  come  when 
you  will  want  it  to  maintain  you.  Public  granaries 
are  filled  in  plentiful  yeai-s;  not  that  it  is  known  that 
the  next,  or  the  second,  or  third  year  will  prove  a 
scarce  one;  but  because  it  is  known,  that,  sooner  or 
later,  such  a  year  will  come,  in  which  the  grain  will 
hti  wanted. 

I  will  say  no  more  to  you  u|x)n  this  subject;  you 
have  Mr.  Harte*  with  you  to  enforce  it;  you  have 
Reason  to  assent  to  the  truth  of  it;  so  that,  in  short, 
"you  have  Moses  and  the  Prophets;  if  you  will  not 
"  believe  them,  neither  will  you  believe,  though  one 
"  rose  from  the  dead."  Do  not  imagine  that  the 
knowledge,  wliich  I  so  much  recommend  to  you,  is 
confined  to  books,  pleasing,  nseful,  and  nei^ssary  as 
that  knowledge  is:  but  I  comprehend  in  it  the  great 
knowledge  oi'  the  world,  still  more  necessary  than  that 
of  books.  In  truth,  they  assist  one  another  recipro- 
cally ;  and  no  man  will  have  either  perfectly,  who  has 

•  The  Rev.  Walter  Hariu.  M.A.  of  Oxford,  who  had  bwn  lelected 
bj  Lord  Cheaterfield  a>  truvelling  tutor  to  hu  son,  uid  who  will  be 
found  frMjuenll}'  montiooed  iu  tbe  course  of  titm  Corrcwpondeace. 
The  choice,  though  made  on  the  rccommeudatiou  of  Lord  Lyttclton, 
was  uot  judicioDn,  or  at  least  oot  succetuful.  "  We  have  reason  to  sos- 
"  pect,"  Bujm  Dr.  Maty,  "  that  Mr.  Harte'i  partiality  to  Greek,  Latin, 
"Oertnan  law,  aad  Qothtc  eradition,  rendered  bim  rather  remin  in 
"other  pointa."  (Memoir*,  p.  2^3,  ed.  8vo.)  And  indeed  at  the  very 
oat»et  Lord  CbesterBeld  writes  of  him  as  Tollows.  to  a  friend  at  PuHa: 

"Get  Auglois  ntd'uoc Erudition  comwrnin^ main  il  ne  tiera 

*'  gudre  propre  k  dontier  dee  maaittras  ou  le  ton  de  la  Uirdc  compagnic ; 
"chose  pourtanttrtsneceaaairfi."  (To  Madan\ed£Monconseil,JuRe24, 
1746.J 
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not  botI».  The  knowledge  of  the  world  is  only  to  he 
ncquired  in  the  world,  and  not  in  a  closet.  Books 
alone  will  never  teach  it  you;  but  they  will  suggest 
many  things  to  your  observation,  which  might  otlier- 
wise  escape  you ;  and  your  own  observations  upon 
niiinkind,  when  compared  with  those  which  you  will 
find  in  books,  will  help  you  to  fix  the  true  point 

To  know  mankind  well,  requires  full  as  much  at- 
tention and  application  as  to  know  books,  and,  it  may 
Vw.  more  sagacity  and  discernment  I  am,  at  this 
time,  acquainted  witii  many  elderly  people,  who  have 
all  passed  their  whole  lives  in  the  great  world,  but 
with  such  levity  and  inattention,  that  they  know  no 
more  of  it  now,  than  they  did  at  fifteen.  Do  not  flat- 
ter yourself,  therefore,  witli  the  thoughts  that  you  can 
acquire  this  knowledge  in  tlie  frivolous  chit-chat  of 
idle  companies:  no,  yoa  must  go  much  deeper  tliau 
that  You  must  look  into  people,  as  well  as  at  theni. 
Almost  all  people  are  born  with  all  the  passions,  to  a 
certain  degree;  but  almost  every  man  has  a  prevail- 
ing one,  to  which  the  others  are  subordinate.  Search 
every  one  for  that  ruling  passion ;  pry  into  the  re- 
cesses of  his  heart,  and  observe  the  diiferent  workings 
of  the  same  passion  in  different  people.  And,  when 
you  have  found  out  the  prevailing  passion  of  any  man, 
remember  never  to  trust  him,  where  that  passion  is 
concerned.  Work  upon  him  by  it  if  you  please; 
but  be  upon  your  guard  yourself  against  it,  whatever 
professions  he  may  make  you, 

I  would  desire  you  to  read  this  letter  twice  over, 
but  that  I  much  doubt  whether  you  will  read  once  to 
the  end  of  it  I  will  trouble  you  no  longer  now ;  but 
we  will  liave  more  upon  this  subject  hereafter.    Adieu. 
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T  bave  this  moment  received  your  letter  from  Schoff- 
hausen :  in  the  date  of  it  you  forgot  the  month. 


Bath,  October  9,  O.  8. 1746. 

Deab  Bot, 

Your  distresses  in  your  jonrney  from  Heidelberg 
to  SchafiFhausen,  your  lying  upon  straw,  your  black 
bread,  and  your  broken  Berime,  are  proper  seasouingB 
for  the  greater  fatigues  and  distresses  whicii  you  must 
expect  in  the  course  of  your  travela ;  and,  if  one  had 
a  mind  to  moralize,  one  might  call  them  the  samples 
of  the  accidents,  rubs,  and  difficulties,  whicli  every 
man  meets  with  in  his  journey  through  life.  In  this 
journey,  the  understanding  is  the  voiture  that  must 
carry  you  llirough ;  and  in  proportion  as  that  is 
stronger  or  weaker,  more  or  less  in  repair,  your  jour- 
ney will  be  better  or  worse;  thougli,  at  best,  you  will 
DOW  and  then  find  some  bad  roads,  and  some  bad  inns. 
Take  care,  therefore,  to  keep  that  nece-ssary  voiture  in 
perfect  good  repair ;  examine,  improve,  and  strengthen 
it  every  day :  it  is  in  the  power,  aud  ought  to  be  the 
care,  of  every  man  to  do  it ;  he  that  neglects  it,  deserves 
to  feel,  and  certainly  will  feel,  the  fatal  effects  of  that 
negligence. 

Apropos  of  negligence;  I  must  say  something  to 
you  upon  that  subject.  You  know  I  have  often  told 
you,  that  my  affection  for  you  was  not  a  weak,  woman- 
ish one;  and,  far  from  blinding  me,  it  makes  me  but 
more  quick-sighted,  as  to  your  faults :  those  it  is  not 
only  my  right,  but  my  duty,  to  tell  you  of;  and  it  is 
your  duty  aud  your  interest  to  correct  them.  In  tlio 
strict  8Ci*utiny  which  I  have  made  into  you,  I  have 
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(diauk  God)  hitherto  not  discovered  auy  vice  of  the 
heart,  or  any  j>eculiar  weakness  of  the  head ;  hut  I 
have  discovered  laziness,  inattention,  and  indifference; 
faults  which  are  only  pardonahle  in  old  men,  who,  in 
the  decline  of  life,  when  liealth  and  npirits  fail,  have 
a  kind  of  chiim  to  tliat  Hort  of  tranquillity.  But  a 
young  man  should  be  ambitious  to  shine  and  excel ; 
ilert,  active,  and  indefatigable  in  the  means  of  doing 
it;  and,  like  Caeaar,  Nil  iwtum  reputan^j  si  quid  Mtper- 
4S8ei  agendum.  You  seem  to  want  that  vivida  vis 
mimiy  which  spurs  and  excites  most  young  men  to 
)lease,  to  shine,  to  excel.  Without  the  desire  and  the 
kins  necessary  to  be  considerable,  depend  upon  it, 
rou  never  can  be  so;  as,  without  the  desire  and  atten- 
tion necessary  to  please,  you  never  can  please.  Nullum 
nuinen  abest,  «'  »il  prttdetUiat  is  unquestionably  true 
with  regard  to  everything  except  poetry ;  and  I  am 
very  sure  that  any  man  of  common  understanding 
may,  by  proper  culture,  wire,  attention,  and  labour, 
make  himself  whatever  he  pleases,  except  a  good  poet. 
Your  destination  is  the  great  and  busy  world ;  your 
immediate  object  is  the  affains,  the  interests,  and  the 
history,  the  constitutions,  the  customs,  and  the  man- 
ners of  the  several  parts  of  Europe.  In  this,  any  man 
of  common  sense  may,  by  common  application,  be  sure 
to  excel-  Ancient  and  Modem  History  are,  by  atten- 
tion, easily  attainable.  Geography  and  Chronology 
the  same ;  none  of  them  re(juiring  any  uncommon  share 
of  genius  or  invention.  Speaking  and  writing  clearly, 
correctly,  and  with  ease  and  grace,  are  certainly  to  be 
acquired,  by  reading  the  best  authors  with  care,  and 
by  attention  lo  the  best  living  models.  These  are  the 
qualifications  more  particularly  necessary  for  you  in 
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your  department,  wliich  you  may  be  possessed  of,  if 
you  please ;  and  which,  I  tell  you  fairly,  I  shall  be  very 
angry  with  you,  if  you  are  not ;  Ijecause,  as  you  Iiave  the 
means  in  your  hands,  it  will  be  your  own  fault  only. 

If  care  and  application  are  necessary  to  the  ac- 
quiring of  those  qualifications,  without  which  you 
can  never  be  considerable,  nor  make  a  figure  iu  the 
world ;  they  are  not  less  necessary  with  regard  to  the 
lesser  accomplishments,  which  are  requisite  to  make 
you  agreeable  and  pleasing  in  society.  In  truth, 
wliatever  is  wortli  doing  at  all  is  worth  doing  well ; 
and  nothing  can  be  done  well  without  attention :  I 
therefore  carry  the  necessity  of  attention  down  to 
the  lowest  things,  even  to  dancing  and  dress.  Custom 
has  made  dancing  sometimes  necessary  for  a  young 
man ;  therefore  mind  it  while  you  learn  it,  that  you 
may  learn  to  do  it  well,  and  not  be  ridiculous^  though 
in  a  ridiculous  act.  Dress  ia  of  the  same  nature :  you 
must  dress :  therefore  attend  to  it ;  not  iu  order  to 
rival  or  to  excel  a  fop  in  it,  but  in  order  to  avoid 
singularity,  and  consequently  ridicule.  Take  great 
care  always  to  be  dressed  like  the  reasonable  peo- 
ple of  your  own  age,  in  the  place  where  you  are; 
whose  dress  is  never  spoken  of  one  way  or  anotlier,  as 
either  Ux)  negligent  or  too  much  studied. 

What  is  commonly  called  an  absent  man,  is  com- 
monly either  a  very  weak,  or  a  very  aifected  man  ;  but 
be  he  which  he  will,  he  is,  I  am  sure,  a  very  disagreeable 
man  in  company.  lie  fails  in  all  the  common  olBcee 
of  civility  ;  he  seems  not  to  know  those  people  to-day, 
with  whom  yesterday  he  appt^rtd  to  live  in  intimacy. 
He  takes  no  part  iu  the  general  conversation ;  but,  on 
the  coutraryj  breaks  into  it  from  time  to  time  with 
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some  start  of  liis  own,  as  if  he  waked  from  a  dream. 
This  (as  I  said  before)  is  a  sure  indication,  either  of  a 
mind  ao  weak  that  it  is  not  able  to  bear  above  one 
object  at  a  time ;  or  so  affected,  that  it  would  be  sup- 
posed to  be  wholly  engrossed  by,  and  directed  io»  some 
very  great  and  important  objects.  Sir  Isaac  Newton, 
Mr.  Locke,  and  (it  may  be)  five  or  six  more,  since  the 
creation  of  the  world,  may  have  iiad  a  right  to  absence, 
from  that  intense  thought  which  the  things  they  were 
investigating  required.  But  if  a  young  man,  and  a 
man  of  the  world,  who  has  no  such  avocations  to 
plead,  will  claim  and  exercise  that  right  of  absence  in 
company,  his  pretended  right  should,  in  my  mind,  be 
turned  into  an  involuntary  aheence,  by  his  |>eri)etual 
exclusion  out  of  company.  However  frivolous  a  com- 
pany may  be,  still,  while  you  are  among  them,  do  not 
show  them,  by  your  inattention,  that  you  think  them 
so;  hut  rather  take  their  tone,  and  conform  in  some 
degree  to  their  weakness,  instead  of  manifesting  your 
contempt  for  them.  There  is  nothing  that  people  bear 
more imjiatiently,  or  forgive  less,  than  contempt;  and 
an  injury  is  much  sooner  forgotten  than  an  inault.  If, 
therefore,  you  would  rather  please  than  offend,  nither 
be  well  than  ill  spoken  of,  rather  be  loved  than  hated, 
remember  to  have  that  constant  attention  about  you, 
which  flatters  every  man's  little  vanity ;  and  the  want 
of  which,  by  mortifying  his  pride,  never  fails  to  excite 
his  resentment,  or  at  least  his  ill-will.  For  instance: 
most  people  (I  might  say,  all  people)  have  their  weak- 
nesses ;  they  have  their  aversions  and  their  likings,  to 
such  or  such  things;  so  that  if  you  were  to  laugh  at  a 
man  for  his  aversion  to  a  cat,  or  cheese,  (which  are 
common  antipathies,)  or,  by  inattention  and  negH- 


^^  LOBD   CHESTERFTELD's    LETTI^UtS 

gence,  to  let  them  oome  in  liia  way,  wliere  yon  could 
prevent  it,  he  would,  in  the  first  case,  think  hiin>*elf 
insulted,  and,  in  the  second,  slighted;  and  would 
remember  both.  Whereas  your  care  to  ])rocure  for 
him  what  he  likes,  and  to  remove  from  lun»  what  he 
hates,  shows  him  that  he  is  at  least  an  object  of  your 
attention  ;  flatters  Iiis  vanity,  and  makes  him  possi- 
bly more  your  friend,  than  a  more  irai>ortant  service 
would  have  done.  With  reg:ard  to  women,  attentions 
atill  below  these  are  necessary,  and,  by  the  custom  of 
the  world,  in  some  measure  due,  according  to  the  laws 
of  good- breeding. 

My  lone  and  frequent  letters,  which  I  send  you  in 
great  doubt  of  their  success.-put  me  in  mind  of  cer- 
^n  papers,  which  you  have  very  lately,  and  I  for- 
ppierly,  sent  up  to  kites,  along  the  string,  which  we 
called  messengers ;  some  of  them  the  wind  used  to 
blow  away,  othere  were  torn  by  the  string,  and  but 
few  of  ihem  got  up  and  stuck  to  the  kite.  But  I  will 
content  myself  now,  as  I  did  then,  if  some  of  my 
present  messengere  do  but  stick  to  you.    Adieu  ! 

H      You  are  by  this  time  (I  suppose)  quite  settled  and 

Hat  home  at  Lausanne;  therefore  pray  let  me  know 

how  you  {lass  your  time  there,  and  what  your  studies, 

your  amusements,  and  your  acquaintances  are.    I  tjiko 

it  for  granted  that  you  inform  yourself  daily  of  the 

■  nature  of  the  government  and  constitution  of  the  Thir- 

"  teen  Cantons :  and  a?  I  am  ignorant  of  them  myself, 

I  must  apply  to  you  for  information.     I  know  the 

names,  but  I  do  not  know  the  nature  of  some  of  tlie 
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Beab  Boy, 
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most  considerable  offices  there  ;  such  as  the  Avoyers, 
the  Seizenici'Sj  the  Banderete^  and  the  G^ros  SauHer. 
I  desire,  tlierefore,  tJiat  you  will  let  me  know  what 
is  the  particular  husiness,  department,  or  province 
of  these  several  Magistrates.  But,  as  I  imagine  that 
tliere  may  be  some,  though,  I  believe,  no  essential  dif- 
ference, in  the  governments  of  the  several  Cantons, 
I  would  not  give  you  the  trouble  of  informing  your- 
}lf  of  each  of  them  ;  but  confine  my  inquiriefi^  as  you 
may  your  informations,  to  the  Canton  you  reside  in; 
that  of  Berne,  which  I  take  to  be  the  principal  one. 
I  am  not  sure  whether  tlie  Pays  de  Vaud,  where  you 
are,  being  a  conquered  country,  and  taken  from  the 
Dukes  of  Savoy  in  the  year  1536,  has  the  same  sliare 
in  the  government  of  the  Canton  as  the  German  part 
of  it  ha«.     Pray  inform  yourself  and  me  about  it. 

I  have  this  moment  receive<l  yours  from  Berne,  of 
the  2d  October,  N.  S.,  and  also  one  from  Mr.  Harte, 
of  the  same  date,  under  Mr.  Burnaby's  cover.  I  find 
by  the  latter,  and  indeed  I  thought  so  before,  that 
some  of  your  letters,  and  some  of  Mr.  Harte's,  have 
not  reached  me ;  wherefore,  for  the  future,  I  desire 
that  both  he  and  you  will  direct  your  letters  for  me, 
to  be  left  ckez  Moimeur  WoUen^  Ayenl  de  S.  M. 
Britannufue,  a  Rotterdam,  who  will  take  care  to  send 
them  to  me  safe.  The  reason  why  you  have  not  re- 
ceived letters,  either  from  me  or  from  Greveukop,* 

*  Mr.  OreveDkop  wtw  «  I>aDi»li  geDtIem*n,  who  had  beeu  Page  of 
HoDour  tu  Alexander,  Earl  of  Marclimont,  durioff  bu  tuinioa  to 
Denmark,  luid  who  remnined  iLttB.cbed  to  his  family.  (Note  to  the 
M&rchaioQt  Papprs,  vol.  i.  p.  187.)  VW*  Hcrvi(!e«  were  aft«rwardB,  it 
Wduld  appear,  transferred  to  Lord  Chesterlield,  who  obeerven,  in  hla 
laat  letter  to  bin  sod,  "  WriliDg  lo  Grevoukop  or  myiwlf  is  Che  same 
"thing."'     [October  17,  1768.) 
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was,  that  we  directed  them  to  Lauaanne,  where  we 
thought  you  long  ago ;  and  we  tliought  it  to  no  pur- 
poee  to  direct  to  you  upon  your  routes  where  it  was 
little  likely  that  our  letters  would  meet  with  you.  But 
you  have,  since  your  arrival  at  Lausanne,  1  l>elieve, 
found  letters  enough  from  me ;  and,  it  may  be,  more 
than  you  have  read,  at  least  with  attention. 

I  am  glad  that  you  like  Switzerland  so  well,  and 
impatient  to  hear  how  other  matters  go,  after  your 
settlement  at  Lausauue.     Ood  Mess  you ! 


LondoQ,  December  2,  O.  8. 1746. 

Dear  Boy, 

I  HAVE  not,  in  ray  present  situation,*  time  to  write 
to  you,  either  so  much  or  so  often  as  I  used,  while  I 
was  in  a  place  of  much  more  leisure  and  profit  tf  but 
my  affection  for  you  must  not  be  judged  of  by  the 
number  of  my  letters;  and,  though  the  one  lessens, 
the  other,  1  assure  you,  does  not. 

I  have  just  now  received  your  letter  of  tlie  25th 
past,  N.  S.,  and,  by  the  former  post,  one  from  Mr. 
Harte ;  with  both  which  I  am  very  well  pleased ;  with 
Mr.  Harte's,  for  the  good  accouut  which  he  gives  me 
of  you  ;  with  yours,  for  the  good  account  you  give 
me  of  what  I  desired  to  be  informed  of.  Pray  con- 
tinue to  give  me  further  information  of  the  form  of 
government  of  the  country  you  are  now  in ;  which,  I 
hope,  you  will  know  most  minutoly  before  you  leave 
it.  The  inequality  of  the  town  of  Lausaune  seems 
to  be  very  convenient  in  this  cold  weather;  because 

•  A»  Secrelary  of  State. 

t  At  Lord- Lieu tonsot  of  Ireland. 
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going  up  hill  and  down  will  keep  you  warm. — You 
Bay  there  is  a  good  deal  of  good  company ;  pray,  are 
fyou  got  into  it?  Have  you  made  acquaintanoee,  and 
with  whom?  Let  me  know  some  of  their  names. 
Do  your  learn  German  yet,  to  read,  write,  and 
rspeak  it? 

Yesterday,  I  saw  a  letter  from  Monsieur  Bochat  to 
a  friend  of  mine,  which  gave  me  the  greatest  pleasure 
that  I  have  felt  this  great  while ;  because  it  gives  so 
very  good  an  account  of  you.  Among  other  things 
which  Monsieur  Bochat  says  to  your  advantage,  he 
mentions  the  tender  uneasinesa  and  concern  that  you 
showed  during  my  illness ;  for  which  (though  I  will 
Bay  that  you  owe  it  me)  I  am  obliged  to  you ;  seuti- 
ment£  of  gratitude  not  being  univereal,  nor  even  com- 
mon. As  your  affection  for  me  can  only  proceed  from 
your  experience  and  conviction  of  my  fondness  for 
,you,  (for  to  talk  of  natural  affection  is  talking  non- 
sense,) the  only  return  I  desire  is,  what  it  is  chiefly 
your  interest  to  make  me;  1  mean,  your  invariable 
practice  of  Virtue,  and  your  indefatigable  pursuit  of 
Knowledge.  Adieu !  and  be  persuaded  that  I  shall 
love  you  extremely,  wliile  you  deserve  it ;  but  not  one 
moment  longer. 


London,  December  9.  O.  3. 1746. 

Drib  Boy, 

Though  1  have  very  little  time,  and  though  I  writ* 
by  tins  post  to  Mr,  Harte,  yet  I  cannot  send  a  packet 
to  Lausanne  without  a  word  or  two  to  yourself.  I 
thank  you  for  your  letter  of  congratulatiou  which  you 
wrote  me,  uotwithstauding  l\\e  pain  it  gave  you.    The 
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aecident  that  caused  the  pain  was,  I  presame,  ovring  to 
that  degree  of  giddiness  which  I  hare  sometimes  taken 
the  liberty  to  speak  to  you  of.  The  poet  I  am  now  in, 
though  the  object  of  most  people's  views  and  desires, 
was  in  some  degree  inflicted  upou  me;  and  a  certain 
concurreuce  of  circumstauces  obliged  me  to  engage  in 
it;  but  I  feel  that  it  requires  more  strength  of  body 
and  miud  than  I  have,  to  go  through  with  it.  Were 
you  three  or  four  years  older,  you  should  share  in  my 
trouble,  and  I  would  have  lalcen  you  into  my  office; 
but  I  hope  you  will  employ  those  three  or  four  years 
so  well,  as  to  make  yourself  capable  of  being  of  use  to 
me,  if  r  should  continue  in  it  so  long.  The  reading, 
writing,  and  .speaking  the  modern  languages  correctly; 
the  knowledge  of  the  laws  of  nations,  and  the  partic- 
ular constitution  of  the  Empire ;  of  History,  Geog- 
raphy, and  Chronology;  are  absolutely  necessary  to 
this  business,  for  which  I  have  always  intended  you. 
With  these  qualifications,  you  may  very  possibly  bo 
my  successor,  though  not  my  immediate  one. 

I  hope  you  employ  your  whole  time,  which  few 
people  do ;  and  that  you  put  every  moment  to  profit 
of  some  kind  or  other.  I  call  compauy,  walking, 
riding,  &c.,  employing  one's  lime,  and,  upon  jiroper 
occasions,  very  usefully;  hut  what  I  cannot  forgive 
in  anybody,  is  sauntering,  and  doing  nothing  at  all 
with  a  thing  so  precious  as  time,  and  so  irrecoverable 
when  lost. 

Are  you  acquainted  with  any  ladies  at  Lausanne? 
And  do  you  behave  yourself  with  politeness  enough  to 
make  them  desii*e  your  company  ? 

I  must  finish :  God  bless  you  ! 


TO  HIS  SON,  ON    EDrCATION. 


61 


i  Londree,  ce  24  Per.  N.  a  1747. 
MONSIKUB, 

PoUK  entretenir  r^iproqueraent  aotre  Franyois,  que 
noaa  courous  risque  d'oublier  tous  deux  faiite  cVliabi- 
tude,  vous  perraettrez  bien,  que  j'aie  Thonneur  de  voufl 
assurer  de  nies  reejiecte.  dann  cette  tangue.  et  vous 
aurez  au*»i  la  Ixmt^  de  me  r^^pondre  dans  la  lueine. 
Ce  n'est  pas  que  je  craigne  que  vous  oubliez  de  parler 
Franyois,  puisque  »ppareinment  les  deux  tiers  de  v6tre 
caquet  quotidien  8out  dans  i.«tte  languc ;  inais  c'est  que 
si  vous  vous  d&accoutumiezd'i'^rire  eu  Francois,  vous 
pourriez,  un  jour,  manquer  &  cette  puret6  grammaticale 
et  &  cette  orthographe  exacte,  par  oH  vous  brillez  tant 
daus  les  autres  langues :  et  au  bout  du  compte,  il  vaut 
mieui  t*crire  bieu  que  mal,  mOme  en  Franjois.  Au 
reste,  eomme  c'est  une  langue  faite  pour  I'enjouement 
et  le  badinage,  je  m'y  conformerai  et  je  r^rverai  mou 
B^rieux  jwur  I'Auglois.  Je  ne  vous  parlerai  done  pas 
b.  pr^ent,  de  vtUre  Gree,  vfitre  Latin,  v6tre  Droit,  soit 
de  la  Nature  ou  des  Gens,  suit  public  ou  partieulier ; 
mals  purloiis  plutot  de  vos  amuseraeus  et  de  vob  plai- 
aira:  'puisqu'aussi  bien  il  en  faut  avoir.  Oserois-je 
Tous  demander  quels  sont  les  v6tres?  Kst  ce  un  petit 
jeu  de  soci^t^,  eu  bonne  coiufKignie?  Esi-il  question 
de  j>etits  soupers  agr^ibles,  ou  la  gaiety  et  la  bien- 
'fi&ince  se  trouvent  r^unies?  Ou,  en  contez  vous  ^ 
quelque  Belle,  vos  attentions  pour  laqueile  contribue- 
roient  d  voua  d<5crolter?  Faites  moi  votre  confident 
Bur  cette  mati^re,  vous  ne  me  trouverez  pas  un  cen- 
seur  e^v^re;  au  coutraire,  je  solliuite  l*eraploi  de 
ministre  de  vos  plaisirs:  je  vous  en  indiquerai,  et 
m6me  j'y  contribuerai. 

Nombre  de  jeunes  gens  se  livrent  a  des  plaisirs 
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qu'ils  Tie  goiitent  point,  parceque,  par  abus,  ils  oni  le 
nam  <le  plaisirs.  lU  B'y_truiiipeut  meme.  souvent,  au 
point  de  prendre  la  d^bauchej)our  lejdaisir.  Avoiiez 
que  rivrognerie,  qui  ruine  ^galemcnt  la  sant€  et  Tesprit, 
est  un  beau  plaisir.  Le  gros  jeu,  qui  vous  cause  mille 
mauvaiees  affaii-es,  qui  ne  vou8  lai^e  pa*  le  sol,  et  qui 
vous  donnc  tout  Tair  et  les  manitres  d'un  poes^d^,  est 
UD  plaisir  bien  exquis:  n'eet  ce  pas?  La  d^bauche 
des  feinines,  d  la  v^rit^,  n'a  gu^re^  d'autre  Huite,  que 
de^falre  toraber  Ic  nez,  ruiner  la  sant^,  et  vous  attirer, 
de^teme  en  teme,  quelques  coups  d'6p^.  Bagatelles 
que  celal  Voila,  cependaut,  le  catalogue  des  plaisirs 
de  la  plnpart  des  jeunes  gens,  qui  ne  raisonnent  pas, 
par  eux  ni^'Uies,  et  qui  adoptent,  sans  discernenaeut, 
ce  qu'il  plait  aux  autres  d'appeller  du  beau  iiom  de 
Plaisir.  Je  suis  trfis  persuade  que  vous  ne  tomberez 
pas  <lans  ccs  ^garemens,  et  que,  dans  le  clioix  de  V06 
glawirs,  vous  consuUerez  voire  rais5rretvotre  go^li. 

La  social?  JesTiOini^tK^enB,  la  table  dans  Ifo  borues 
requises,  un  petit  jeu  qui  amuse  sans  iul^ret,  et  la  con- 
versation enjou^c  et  galante  des  fcmmes  de  condition 
et  d'esprit,  sont  les  vi^ritables  plaisirs  d'un  bonnAte 
homme;  qui  ne  causent  ni  maladie,  ui  liorite,  ui  re- 
peutir.  Au  lieu  que  tout  ce  qui  va  au-del^  devient 
crapule,  d^bauche,  fureur,  qui,  loin  de  donuer  du  relief, 
d^r^ite,  et  d&bonore.    Adieu. 


lA>udon,  March  6.  O.  8.  J747. 

D£AB  Boy, 

Whatever  you  do,  will  always  affect  me,  very  sen- 
aibly,  one  way  or  another ;  and  I  uni  now  most  agree- 
ably affected  by  two  letters,  which  I  have  lately  seen 
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from  Lausanne,  ufwn  your  subject;  the  one  was  from 
Madame  St.  Germain,  the  otlier  from  Monsieur  Para- 
pigoy ;  they  both  give  so  good  an  account  of  you,  tliat 
I  thought  myself  obliged,  in  justice  both  to  them  and 
to  you,  to  let  you  know  it.  Thoee  who  deserve  a  good 
cliurHCier,  ought  lo  have  the  satisfaction  of  knowing 
that  they  have  it,  both  as  a  reward  and  as  an  encour- 
agement. They  write,  that  you  are  not  only  decrott4y 
but  tolerably  well-bre*l;  and  that  the  English  crust 
of  awkward  bashfnlncss,  shyness,  and  roughness,  (of 
which,  by  the  bye,  you  had  your  share,)  is  pretty  well 
rubbed  ofiT.  I  am  most  heartily  glad  of  it;  for,  as  I 
have  often  tohl  you,  those  lesser  talents,  of  an  engaging, 
insinuating  manner,  an  easy  good -breeding,  a  genteel 
behaviour  and  addret^s,  are  of  iuiinitely  more  advan- 
tage than  they  are  genei-ally  thouglit  to  be,  especially 
here  in  England.  Virtue  and  learning,  like  gold, 
have  their  intrinsic  value;  but  if  they  are  not  pol- 
ished, they  certainly  lose  a  great  deal  of  their  lustre: 
and  even  polished  brass  will  pass  upon  more  people 
tb&D  rough  gold.  What  a  number  of  sins  does  the 
cheerful,  easy  good-breeding  of  the  French  frequently 
cover  I  Many  of  ihcm  want  common  sense,  many 
more  common  learning;  but,  in  general,  they  make 
up  so  much,  by  their  manner,  for  those  defects,  that, 
frequently^  they  pass  undiscovered.  I  have  often 
said,  and  do  think,  that  a  Frenchman,  who,  with  a 
fund  of  virtue,  learning,  and  good-seui^e,  has  the  man- 
ners ami  good-breeding  of  his  country,  is  the  per- 
fection of  human  nature.  This  perfection  you  may, 
if  you  please,  and  1  hope  you  will,  arrive  at.  You 
know  what  virtue  is:  yon  may  have  il  if  you  will;  it 
la  in  every  man  a  power ;  and  miserable  is  tlie  man 
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who  has  it  not.  Good-sense  Qod  has  given  you. 
Learning  you  already  poesees  enough  of,  to  have,  in  a 
reasonable  time,  all  that  a  man  need  have.  With  this, 
you  are  thrown  out  early  into  the  world,  where  it  will 
be  your  own  fault  if  you  do  not  acquire  all  the  other 
accomplishments  necessary  to  complete  and  adorn  your 
character. 

You  will  do  well  to  make  your  compliments  to 
Madame  St.  Germain  and  Monsieur  Parapigny ;  and 
tell  them  how  sensible  you  are  of  their  partiality  to 
you,  in  the  advantageous  testimonies  which,  you  are 
informed,  they  have  given  of  you  here. 

Adieu  I  Continue  to  deserve  such  testimonies ;  and 
then  you  will  not  only  deserve,  but  enjoy,  my  truest 
affection. 


London,  March  27,  O.  8.  1747. 

DBA.B  Boy, 

Pleabore  is  the  rock  which  most  young  people 
split  upon ;  they  launch  out  witli  crowded  saTIs  in 
quest  of  it,  but  without  a  compass  to  direct  their 
course,  or  reason  sufficient  to  steer  the  veael ;  for 
want  of  which,  paiu  and  shame,  iustead  of  Ple-asure, 
are  the  returns  of  their  voyage.  Do  not  think  that  I 
mean  to  snarl  at  Pleasure,  like  a  Stoic,  or  to  preach 
against  it,  like  a  Parson ;  no,  I  mean  to  point  it  out, 
and  recommend  it  to  you,  like  an  Epicurean :  I  wish 
you  a  great  deal ;  and  my  only  view  is  to  hinder  you 
from  mistaking  it 

Tlie  character  which  most  youug  men  first  aim  at  is, 
that  of  a  Man  of  Pleasure;  but  they  genendly  take  it 
upon  trust;  and,  instead  of  consulting  their  own  taste 
and  inclinations,  they  blindly  adopt  whatever  thoee. 
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with  whom  they  chiefly  converse,  are  pleased  to  call 
hy  the  name  of  Pleasure;  and  a  3ran  of  Pieaiure,  in 
the  vulgar  acceptation  of  that  phrase,  means  only  a 

heaetly  drunkard,  an  abandoned  w master,  and  a 

profligiite  swearer  and  cnraer.  As  it  may  be  of  use  to 
you,  I  am  not  unwilling,  though  at  the  same  time 
ashamed,  to  own^  that  the  vices  of  my  youth  proceeded 
much  more  from  my  silly  resolution  of  being  what  I 
heard  called  a  Man  of  Pleasure,  than  from  my  own 
inclinations.  I  always  naturally  hated  drinking;  and 
yet  I  have  oiYen  drunk,  with  disgust  at  the  time,  at- 
tended by  great  sickness  the  next  day,  only  because  I 
then  considered  drinking  as  a  neceasary  qualification 
for  a  fine  gentleman,  and  a  Man  of  Pleasure. 

The  same  as  to  gaming.  I  did  not  want  money,  and 
consequently  hn<l  no  occasion  to  play  for  it;  but  I 
thought  Play  another  necessary  ingredient  in  the 
composition  of  a  Man  of  Pleasure,  and  accordingly  I 
plunged  into  it  witliout  desire,  at  first;  sacrificed  a 
thousand  real  pleasures  to  it ;  and  made  myself  solidly 
uneasy  by  it,  fijr  thirty  the  best  years  of  my  life. 

I  was  even  absurd  enough,  fi:ir  a  little  while,  to 
swear,  by  way  of  adorning  and  completing  the  shining 
character  which  I  affected ;  but  this  folly  1  soon  laid 
aside^  u|K>n  Hading  both  tlie  guilt  and  the  indecency 
of  it. 

Thus  seduced  by  fashion,  and  blindly  adopting 
nominal  pleasures,  I  lost  real  one8;  and  my  fortune 
impaired,  and  my  constitution  shattered,  are,  I  must 
confess,  the  just  punishment  of  my  errors. 

Take  warning  then  hy  them ;  chuse  your  pleasures 

for  yourself,  and  do  not  let  them  Ite  imposed  upon 

yoa.     Follow   nature,  and   not  fashion :   weigh   the 
Vou  I.  6 
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present  enjoyment  of  your  pleasures  against  the  neces- 
sary consequences  of  them,  and  then  let  youi*  own 
common  sense  determine  your  choice. 

Were  I  to  begin  the  worUl  again,  with  the  exjieri- 
ence  which  I  now  have  of  it,  I  would  lead  a  life  of 
real,  not  of  imaginary,  pleasure.  1  would  enjoy  tlie 
pleasures  of  the  tahle,  and  of  wine ;  but  stop  ehort  of 
the  pains  inseparably  annexed  to  an  excess  in  either. 
I  wouUl  not,  at  twenty  years,  Ije  a  preaching  mission- 
ary of  abstemiousness  and  sobriety  ;  and  I  should  let 
other  people  do  as  they  would,  without  formally  and 
sententiously  rebuking  them  for  it:  but  I  would  be 
most  firmly  resolved  not  to  destroy  my  own  faculties 
and  constitution,  in  compliance  to  those  who  have  no 
regard  to  their  own.  I  would  play  to  give  me  pleas- 
ure, but  not  to  give  me  pain ;  that  is,  I  wouUI  play  for 
trifles,  in  mixed  companies,  to  amuse  myself,  and  con- 
form to  custom :  but  I  would  take  care  not  to  venture 
for  sums,  whicli,  if  I  won,  1  should  not  be  the  better 
for;  but,  if  1  lost, should  be  under  a  difficulty  to  pay  ; 
and,  when  paid,  would  oblige  me  to  retrench  in  sev- 
eral other  articles.  Not  to  mention  the  quarrels  which 
deep  play  commonly  occaisioue. 

I  would  pass  some  of  my  time  in  reading,  and  tlie 
rest  in  the  company  of  people  of  sense  and  learniug, 
and  chiefly  those  above  me ;  and  I  would  frequent  the 
mixed  companies  of  men  and  women  of  fashion,  which, 
though  often  frivolous,  yet  they  unbend  and  refresh 
the  mind,  not  useles.sly,  because  they  certainly  polish 
and  soften  the  mannei's. 

These  would  btr  my  pleasures  and  anmsementa,  if  I 
were  to  live  the  last  thirty  years  over  again  :  they  are 
rational  ones;  and  moreover,  1  will  lell  you,  they  are 
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really  the  fnshionnble  ones:  for  the  others  are  not,  in 
truth,  the  pleiisuree  of  what  I  call  people  of  fashion, 
but  of  thoee  who  only  call  themnelves  m.  Does  good 
company  care  to  have  a  man  reeling  drunk  among 
them  ?  Or  to  see  another  tearing  his  hair,  and  blas- 
pheming, for  having  lost,  at  play,  more  than  he  is  able 

to  pay?     Or  a  w muBter  with  half  a  nose,  and 

crippled  by  coarse  and  infamous  debaucliery?  No; 
those  practices,  and,  much  more,  those  who  brag  of 
them,  make  no  part  of  good  company,  aud  are  moat 
unwillingly,  if  ever,  admitted  into  it.  A  real  man  of 
fashion  aud  pleasure  observes  decency ;  at  least,  neither 
borrows  nor  affects  vioes ;  and,  if  he  unfortunately  has 
any,  he  gratifies  them  with  choice, delicacy,  and  secrecy. 
I  have  not  mentioned  the  pleasures  of  the  mind, 
(which  are  the  solid  and  permanent  ones,)  because 
they  do  not  come  under  the  head  of  what  people  com- 
monly call  pleasures,  which  they  seem  to  confine  to  the 
senses.  The  pleasure  of  virtue,  of  charity,  and  of  learn- 
ing, is  true  and  lasting  jdeasure ;  which  I  hope  you  will 
be  well  and  long  acquainted  with.     Adieu  1 


London,  April  8,  O.  8. 1747. 

Dbak  Boy, 

If  I  am  rightly  informed,  1  am  now  writing  to  a 
fine  gentleman,  in  a  scarlet  coat  laced  with  gold,  a  bro- 
cade waistcoat,  and  all  other  suitable  ornaments.  The 
natural  partiality  of  every  author  for  his  own  works 
makes  me  very  glad  to  hear  that  Mr.  Harte  has  thought 
this  last  etUlion  of  mine  worth  so  fine  a  binding;  and, 
as  he  haj)  bound  it  in  red,  aud  gilt  it  upon  the  back,  I 
hope  he  will  take  care  that  it  shall  be  lettered  too.    A 
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showish  bindiug  attracts  the  eyes,  and  engages  the  at- 
tention of  everybody :  hut  with  this  difference,  that 
women,  and  men  who  are  like  women,  mind  the  bind- 
ing more  than  the  book ;  whereaa  men  of  sense  and 
learning  immediately  examine  the  inside,  and,  if  they 
find  that  it  does  not  answer  the  finery  on  the  outside, 
they  throw  it  by  with  the  greater  indignation  and 
contempt,  I  hope  that,  when  this  edition  of  my  works 
shall  be  opened  and  read,  the  best  judges  will  find  con- 
nection, consistency,  solidity,  and  spirit  in  it.  Mr. 
Harte  may  recensere  and  emendare^  as  much  as  he 
pleases ;  but  it  will  be  to  little  purpose,  if  you  do  not 
co-operate  with  him.     The  work  will  be  imperfect 

I  thank  you  for  your  last  information,  of  our  success 
in  the  MediteiTanean  ;  *  and  you  say,  very  rightly,  that 
a  Secretary  of  State  ought  to  be  well  infonned.  I 
hope,  therefore,  you  will  take  care  that  I  shall.  You 
are  near  the  busy  scene  in  Italy ;  and  I  doubt  not 
but  that,  by  frequently  looking  at  the  map,  you  have 
all  that  theatre  of  the  war  very  perfect  in  your  mind. 

I  like  your  account  of  the  salt-works ;  which  shows 
that  you  gave  some  attention  while  you  were  seeing 
them.  But,  notwithstanding  that,  by  your  account, 
the  Swiss  salt  is  (I  dare  say)  very  good,  yet  I  am  apt 
to  suspect  tiiat  it  falls  a  little  short  of  the  true  Attic 
salt,  in  which  there  was  a  peculiar  quickness  and 
delicacy.  That  same  Attic  salt  seasoned  almost  all 
Greece,  except  Bceotia;  and  a  great  deal  of  it  was 
exported  afterwards  to  Home,  where  it  was  countcr- 


*  Of  Ihin  year  unci  tlie  precetling,  Coxe  obsefvcs,  tlmt  "  tlio  Brilisb 
"flag  rod»  triuuipbaot  in  tke  MvditemuieaD."  U't^lhatn  Admin'mtni* 
tion,  Tol.  up.  868.)  Our  craioen  not  only  ioterc^pted  Ibe  Frenob 
crading^rewlfl,  bat  co-opeimied  with  the  Aiutrian  armioft  on  shore. 
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feitetl  by  a  compofiition  calle*!  Urbanity,  which  in 
some  time  wiis  brought  to  very  near  the  perfection  of 
the  original  Attic  salt.  The  more  you  are  powdered 
witli  these  two  kinds  of  saU,  the  better  you  will  keep, 
and  the  more  you  will  he  relished. 

Adieu !     My  complimeuts  to  Mr.  Harte  and  Mr. 
Eliot* 


London,  April  U,  O.  8.  1747. 

Bear  Boy, 

It  you  feel  half  the  pleasure  from  the  conscious- 
ness of  doing  well,  that  I  do  from  the  informations  I 
have  lately  received  in  your  favour  from  Mr.  Harte,  I 
shall  have  little  occasion  to  exhort  or  admonish  you 
any  more,  to  do  what  your  own  satisfaction  and  self- 
love  will  sufficiently  prompt  you  to.  Mr.  Harte  tells 
rae  that  you  attend,  that  you  apply  to  your  studies ; 
and  that,  beginning  to  understand,  you  begin  to  taste 
them.  This  pleasure  will  increjise,  and  keep  pace 
with  your  attention ;  so  that  tlie  balance  will  be 
greatly  to  your  advantage.  You  may  remember 
that  I  have  always  earnestly  recoinmende<l  to  you  to 
do  what  you  are  about,  be  tliat  what  it  will;  and  to 
do  nothing  else  at  the  same  time.  Do  not  imagine 
that  1  mean,  by  this,  that  you  should  attend  to,  and 
plotl  at,  your  ImwU  all  day  long ;  far  from  it:  I  mean 
that  you  should  have  your  pleasures  too ;  and  that 
you  should  attend  to  tbem,  for  the  time,  as  much  as 
to  your  studies;  and,  if  you  do  not  attend  equally  to 

*  Edward  Eliot,  born  in  1727,  during  many  yetuv  M.P.  for  St. 
Gennaicn  or  other  places,  and  in  1794  created  Lord  Eliot  H?  died 
io  1S04,  aiid  wan  Tailtef  of  tbe  late  and  preaenl  BarU  of  St  Garmauu. 
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both,  you  will  neither  have  improvement  nor  satigfac- 
tion  from  either.  A  man  is  fit  tur  neither  busiiieie 
nor  pleasure,  wlio  either  cannot,  or  does  not,  com- 
mand and  direct  his  attention  to  the  present  object, 
and,  in  some  degree,  banish,  for  that  time,  all  other 
objects  from  his  thoughts.  If  at  a  ball,  a  supper,  or 
a  party  of  pleasure,  a  man  were  to  be  solving,  in  his 
own  mind,  a  problem  in  Euclid,  he  wouhJ  be  a  very 
bad  companion,  and  make  a  very  poor  figure  in  that 
company ;  or  if,  in  studying  a  problem  in  his  closet, 
he  were  to  think  of  a  minuet,  I  am  apt  to  believe  that 
he  would  make  a  very  poor  mathematician.  Thei*e  is 
time  enough  for  everything  in  the  course  of  the  day, 
if  you  do  but  one  tiling  at  once ;  but  there  is  not  time 
enough  in  the  year,  if  you  will  do  two  things  at  a 
time.  The  Pensionary  de  Witt,  who  was  torn  to  pieces 
in  the  year  1672,  did  the  whole  business  of  the  Repub- 
lic, and  yet  had  time  left  to  go  to  assemblies  in  the 
evening,  and  sup  in  company.  Being  asked  how  he 
could  possibly  find  time  to  go  through  so  much  busi- 
ness, and  yet  amuse  himself  in  the  evenings  aa  he 
did?  he  answered,  "  There  was  notliing  so  esisy ;  for 
"  that  it  waa  only  doing  one  thing  at  a  time,  and  never 
"putting  off  anything  till  to-morrow  that  could  be 
"  done  to-day."  This  steady  and  undissipated  at- 
tention to  one  object,  is  a  sure  mark  of  a  superior 
genius ;  as  hurry,  bustle,  and  agitation,  are  the  never- 
failing  symptoms  of  a  weak  and  frivolous  mind. 
When  you  read  Horace,  attend  to  the  justness  of 
his  thoughts,  the  happiness  of  his  diction,  and  the 
beauty  of  his  poetry  ;  and  do  not  think  of  Pufiendorf 
(le  Hoviine  el  Give:  and,  when  you  are  reading  Puf- 
fendorf,  do  not  think  of  Madame  de  St.  Germain ;  nor 
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of  Puffeiidorf,  wlien  you  are  talking  to  Madame  de 
St.  Germain. 

Mr.  Harte  informs  me,  that  he  has  reimbursed  you 
part  of  your  losses  in  Germany ;  and  T  consent  to  his 
reimbursing  you  the  whole,  now  that  I  know  you  de- 
flerve  it.  1  shall  grudge  you  nothing,  nor  shall  you 
'van!  anything  that  you  desire,  provided  you  deserve 
it :  80  that,  you  see,  it  is  in  your  own  power  to  have 
whatever  you  please. 

There  is  a  little  book  which  you  read  here  with 
Monsieur  Coderc,  entitled,  Mani^re  df  bien  pemer 
dans  les  ouvragcs  d'aprit,  written  by  P^re  Bou  hours. 
I  wish  you  would  read  this  book  again,  at  your  leisure 
hours ;  for  it  will  not  only  divert  you,  but  likewise 
form  your  taste,  and  give  you  a  just  maimer  of 
thinking.     Adieu  I 


LoDclon,  JaD«  80,  O.  S.  1747. 

I>£AB  Boy, 

I  WA8  extremely  pleased  with  tlie  account,  which 
you  gave  me  in  your  last,  of  the  civilities  that  you 
received  in  your  Swiss  progress ;  and  I  have  wrote, 
by  this  post,  to  Mr.  Burnaby,  and  to  the  Avoyer^Ui 
tlnink  them  for  their  parts.  If  tlic  attention  you  met 
with  pleased  you,  as  I  dare  say  it  did,  you  will,  I 
hope,  draw  this  general  conclusion  from  it,  "Tliat 
"attention  and  civility  pleju«e  nil  those  to  whom  tliey 
"are  paid;  and  that  you  will  please  others  in  propor- 
"  tion  as  you  are  attentive  and  civil  to  them." 

Bishop  Burnet  has  wrote  his  travels  through  Swit- 
zerland ;  and  Mr.  Stanyan,  from  a  long  residence 
there,  has  written  the  best  account,  yet  extant,  of  the 
Thirteen  Cantons;  but  those  books  will  be  read  no 
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more,  I  presume,  after  you  shall  have  published  your 
account  of  that  country,  I  hope  you  will  favour  me 
with  one  of  the  first  copies.  To  be  serious ;  though 
I  do  not  desire  that  you  should  immediately  turn 
author^and  oblige  the  world  with  your  travels;  yet, 
wherever  you  go,  I  would  have  you  as  curious  and 
inquisitive  as  if  you  did  iutend  to  write  them.  1  do 
not  mean  that  you  should  give  yourself  bo  much 
trouble,  to  know  the  number  of  houses,  inhabitants, 
sign-posts,  and  tomb-stones  of  every  town  that  you 
go  through ;  but  that  you  should  inform  yourself,  as 
well  as  your  stay  will  i>ermit  you,  whether  the  town 
is  free,  or  whom  it  belongs  to,  or  in  what  manner; 
whether  it  has  any  peculiar  privileges  or  customs; 
what  trade  or  manufactures;  and  such  other  particu- 
lars as  people  of  sense  desire  to  know.  And  there 
would  be  no  manner  of  harm,  if  you  were  to  make 
memorandums  of  such  tilings,  in  a  paper  book,  to 
help  your  memory.  The  only  way  of  knowing  all 
these  things  is,  to  keep  the  best  company,  who  can 
best  inform  you  of  them. 

I  am  just  now  called  away  ;  so  good  night ! 


London,  Jnlf  20,  0. 8. 1747. 

Dear  Boy, 

la  your  Mamma's  letter,  which  goes  here  enclosed, 
you  will  Hnd  one  from  my  sister*  to  thank  you  for  the 
Arquebusade  water  which  you  sent  her ;  and  which  she 
takes  very  kindly.  She  would  not  show  me  her  letter 
to  you  ;  but  told  me,  that  it  contained  good  wislies  and 
good  advice ;  and  as  I  know  she  will  show  your  letter, 

*  Lady  (fdixrode  Ilotham. 
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in  answer  to  Iier's,  I  send  you  here  enclosed  the  draught 
of  the  letter  which  I  would  have  you  write  to  her.  I 
hope  you  will  not  be  offended  at  my  offering  you  my 

jaseistance  upon  this  occasion :  because,  I  presume,  that 
yet  you  are  not  much  used  to  write  to  ladies.     A 

'propoi  of  letter-writing;  the  best  models  that  you  can 
form  yourself  u|X)n,  are  Cicero,  Cardinal  d'Ossat,  Ma- 
dame Sevign^',  and  Comte  Bussy  Rahutin.  Cicero's 
Epistles  to  Atticus,  and  to  his  familiar  friends,  are  the 
best  examples  that  you  can  imitate,  iu  the  friendly  and 
the  familiar  style.  The  simplicity  and  clearness  of 
Cardinal  d'Ossat's  letters,  show  how  letters  of  business 
ought  to  be  written :  no  affected  turns,  no  attempt  at 
wit,  obscure  or  perplex  his  matter;  which  is  always 
plainly  and  clearly  stated,  as  business  always  should 
be.  For  gay  and  amusing  letters,  for  enjouenieni  and 
badinage,  there  are  none  that  equal  Comte  Bussy's  and 
Madame  Sevign<5*s.  They  are  so  natural,  that  they 
seem  to  be  the  extempore  conversations  of  two  i>eo- 
ple  of  wit,  rather  than  letters;  which  are  commonly 
studied,  though  they  ought  not  to  be  so.  I  would 
advise  you  to  let  tliat  book  be  one  of  your  itinerant 
library ;  it  will  both  amuse  and  inform  you. 

I  have  not  time  to  add  any  more  now ;  so  good  night ! 


LoodoD,  July  30,  O.  8. 1747. 

Dear  Boy, 

It  is  now  four  f)osts  since  I  have  receivetl  any  letter, 
either  from  you  or  from  Mr.  Harte.  I  impute  this  to 
the  raj)idity  of  your  travels  through  Switzerland; 
which  I  suppose  arc  by  this  time  finished. 

You  will  have  found  by  my  late  letters,  both  to  you 
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and  to  Mr.  Harte,  tliflt  you  are  to  be  at  Lei|)sig  by  next 
Michaelmas ;  where  you  will  be  lodged  in  the  house  of 
Professor  Mascow* and  boarded  in  the  neiglibourhood 
of  it,  with  some  young  men  of  fashion.  The  Profefwor 
will  read  you  lectures  upon  Grotlufi  dc  Jure  Belli  et 
IMcis,  the  Imtitutes  of  Jmti?iia7i,  and  the  Jits  Pithli" 
cum  Imperii;  whicli  I  expect  that  you  shall  not  only 
hear,  but  attend  to,  and  retain.  I  also  expect  that 
you  make  yourself  perfectly  master  of  the  German 
language;  which  you  may  very  soon  do  there  if  you 
please.  I  give  you  fair  warning,  that  at  Leipsig  I 
shall  have  an  hundred  invisible  spies  upon  you ;  and 
shall  be  exactly  informed  of  every  thing  that  you  do, 
and  of  almost  every  thing  that  you  say.  I  hope, 
that,  in  consequeucc  of  those  minute  informations,  I 
may  be  able  to  say  of  you,  what  Velleius  Paterculus 
says  of  Scipio;  that,  in  his  whole  life,  nifiU  nwi  lau- 
dandum  aut  dixit,  aui  fecit,  aut  scfml.  There  is  a  great 
deal  of  good  company  in  Ijcipsig,  which  I  would  have 
you  frequent  in  the  evenings,  when  the  studies  of  the 
liay  are  over.  There  is  likewise  a  kind  of  Court  kept 
tliere,  by  a  Duchess  Dowager  of  Courland,t  at  which 
you  should  get  introduced.  The  King  of  Poland  and 
his  Court  go  likewise  to  the  fair  at  Leipsig  twice  a 
year;  and  I  shall  write  to  Sir  Charles  Williams,  the 
King*a   Minister  there,  to  have  you  presented,  and 


*  There  were  two  brothers  Hucow,  both  I'rofessora  of  CiTil  Law, 
both  trained  at  [>:ip»ig,  aad  both  celebrated  for  tbeir  learning.  The 
elder,  John  Jatnea  Maxcow,  wna  the  aulhorof  the  wcll-kuuwu  History 
of  the  GermaiiB,  which  appeared  in  17'20. 

t  Fruui  Uethaoi'e  Oeuealogical  Tablet  (tab.  579]  ihia  lady  appeare 
to  have  been  Beoigna  dc  Treidoo,  born  1703,  the  cooAort  of  ICmMt 
John  Biren,  formerljr  Duke  of  Courland,  and  well  known  b»  the 
fiiTourite  of  tits  Emprefu  Anne  of  Ituuia. 
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introduced  into  good  company.  But  I  must  remiad 
you,  8t  tlie  same  time,  tlint  it  will  be  to  very  little 
purpose  for  you  to  frequent  good  company,  if  you  do 
not  conform  to,  and  learn,  their  manners;  if  you  are 
not  attentive  to  please,  and  well-bred,  with  tbe  easiness 
of  a  man  of  fashion.  As  you  must  attend  to  your 
manners,  bo  you  must  not  neglect  your  person ;  but 
take  care  to  be  very  clean,  well  dressed,  and  geiit^l ; 
to  have  no  disagreeable  attitudes,  nor  awkward  tricks, 
which  many  people  use  themselves  to,  uud  theu  cannot 
leave  them  off.  Do  you  take  care  to  keep  your  teeth 
very  clean,  by  washing  them  constantly  every  morn- 
ing, and  after  every  meal?  This  is  very  necessary, 
both  to  preserve  your  teeth  a  great  while,  and  to  save 
you  a  great  deal  of  pain.  Mine  have  plagued  me 
long,  and  are  now  falling  out,  merely  for  want  of  care 
when  1  was  of  your  age.  Do  you  dress  well,  and  not 
too  well  ?  Do  you  consider  your  air  and  manner  of 
presenting  youi-self,  enough,  and  not  too  much? 
neither  negligent  nor  stiff?  All  these  things  deserve 
a  degree  of  care,  a  second-rate  attention ;  they  give 
an  additional  lustre  to  i-eal  merit.  My  Ijord  Bacon 
eays,  that  a  pleasing  figure  is  a  {perpetual  letter  of  rec- 
ommendation. It  is  certaiuly  an  agreeable  forerunner 
of  merit,  and  smooths  the  way  for  it, 

Kemcmbcr  that  I  shall  see  you  at  Hanover  next 
summer,  and  shall  expect  perfection;  which  if  I  do 
not  meet  with,  or  at  least  something  very  near  it,  you 
and  I  shall  not  be  very  well  together.  I  shall  <lissect 
and  analyse  you  with  u  microscope,  so  that  I  shall 
discover  tlie  least  speck  or  blemish.  This  is  fair 
warning,  therefore  take  your  measures  accordingly. 

Yours. 
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LondoQ,  August  7,  O.  S,  1747. 

Dear  Boy, 

I  RECKON  that  this  letter  has  but  a  bare  chance  of 
finding  you  at  Lausanne;  but  I  was  resolved  to  risk 
it,  as  it  is  the  hi^t  that  I  shall  write  to  you  till  you  are 
settled  at  Ijeipsig.  I  sent  you,  by  the  last  poet,  under 
cover  to  Mr.  Harte,  a  letter  of  recommendation  to  one 
of  the  first  people  at  Munich,  which  you  will  take  care 
to  present  to  him  in  tlie  jwlitest  manner :  he  will  cer- 
tainly have  you  presented  to  the  Electoral  family,  and 
I  hope  you  will  go  through  that  ceremony  with  great 
respect,  good-breeding,  and  ease.  As  this  i«  the  firnt 
Court  that  ever  you  will  have  been  at,  take  care  to  in- 
form yourself,  if  there  be  any  particular  customs  or 
forms  to  be  observed,  that  you  may  not  commit  any 
mistake.  At  Vienna,  men  always  make  courtesies, 
instead  of  bows,  to  the  Emperor ;  in  Frauce,  nobody 
bows  ut  all  to  the  King,  nor  kis»e^  hh  hand ;  but,  in 
Spain  and  England,  bows  are  made,  and  hands  are 
kissed.  Thus,  every  Court  has  some  peculiarity  or 
other,  which  those  who  go  to  them  ought  previ- 
ously to  inform  tlieinselven  of,  to  avoid  blunders  and 
awkwardnesses. 

I  have  not  time  to  say  any  more  now,  tlian  to  wish 
you  a  good  journey  to  Leijwig,  aud  great  attention, 
both  there  aud  in  going  thither.     Adieu ! 


London,  September  21,  O.  S.  1747. 

Dear  Boy, 

I  KECEIVEO,  by  the  last  poet,  your  letter  of  the  8th, 
N.  8.,  and  T  do  not  wonder  that  you  were  surprised  at 
the  credulity  and  superstition  of  the  Papists  at  Ein- 
siedlen,  and  at  their  absurd  stories  of  their  chapeL 
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But  remember,  at  the  same  time,  tltat  errors  and  mis- 
takes, however  gross,  in  maiters  ot*  opiDion,  if  tliey  are 
sincere,  are  to  be  pitied ;  but  not  punished,  nor  laughed 
at.  The  blindness  of  the  understanding  is  as  much  to 
be  pitied,  as  the  blindness  of  the  eye;  and  there  is 
neither  jest  nor  guilt  in  a  man's  losing  his  way  in 
either  case.  Charity  bids  us  set  him  right,  if  we  can, 
by  arguments  and  persuasions;  bat  Charity,  at  the 
same  time,  forbids  eitlier  to  punish  or  ridicule  hia 
misfortune.  Every  man's  reason  is,  and  must  be,  his 
guide;  and  1  may  as  well  expect,  that  every  man 
should  beof  my  size  and  complexion,  as  tliat  lie  should 
reason  just  as  I  do.  Every  man  seeks  for  truth  ;  but 
God  ouly  knows  who  has  found  it.  It  is,  therefore, 
as  unjust  to  persecute,  as  it  is  absurd  to  ridicule,  people 
for  those  several  opinions,  which  they  cannot  help  en- 
tertaining upon  the  conviction  of  their  reason.  It  is 
the  man  who  tells  or  who  acts  a  lie,  that  is  guilty,  and 
not  he  who  hone'^tly  and  sincerely  believes  the  lie.  I 
really  know  nothing  more  criminal,  more  mean,  and 
more  ridiculous,  than  lying.  It  is  the  production  either 
of  malice,  cowardice,  or  vanity;  and  generally  misees 
of  its  aim  in  every  one  of  these  views ;  for  lies  are  al- 
ways detected,  sooner  or  later.  If  I  tell  a  malicious 
lie,  in  order  to  aflect  any  man's  fortune  or  eharacter, 
I  may  indeed  injure  him  for  some  time;  but  I  shall 
be  sure  to  be  the  greatest  sufferer  myself  at  last;  for 
as  soon  as  ever  I  am  detected,  (and  detected  I  most 
certainly  shall  be,)  I  am  blasted  for  the  infamous 
attempt;  and  whatever  is  said  afterwards,  to  the  dis- 
advantage of  that  person,  however  true,  {lasses  for 
calumny.  If  I  lie,  or  equivocate,  for  it  is  the  same 
thing,  in  order  to  excu.se  myself  for  something  that  I 
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have  said  or  done,  and  to  avoid  the  danger  or  the 
ahame  that  I  apprehend  from  it,  I  discover,  at  once, 
my  fear,  as  well  as  my  falsehood ;  and  only  increase, 
instead  of  avoiding,  the  danger  and  the  shame ;  I  show 
myself  to  be  tlie  lowest  and  the  meanest  of  mankind, 
and  am  sure  to  be  always  treated  as  such.  Fear, 
instead  of  avoiding,  invites  danger;  for  concealed 
cowards  will  insult  known  ones.  If  one  ha^  had  the 
misfortune  to  be  in  the  wrong,  there  is  something 
noble  in  frankly  owning  it ;  it  is  the  only  way  of 
atoning  for  it,  and  the  only  way  of  beiug  forgiven. 
Equivocating,  evading,  shuffling,  in  order  to  remove 
a  present  danger  or  inconveniency,  is  something  so 
mean,  and  betrays  so  much  fear,  that  whoever  prac- 
tises them,  always  deserves  to  be,  and  often  will  be, 
kicked.  There  is  another  sort  of  lies,  inoffensive 
enough  in  themselves,  but  wonderfully  ridiculous;  I 
mean  those  lies  which  a  mistaken  vanity  suggests, 
that  defeat  the  very  end  for  which  they  ai*e  calculated, 
and  terminate  in  the  humiliation  and  confusion  of  their 
author,  who  is  sure  to  be  detected.  These  are  chiefly 
narrative  and  historical  lies,  all  intended  to  do  infinite 
honour  to  their  author.  He  is  always  tlie  hero  of  his 
own  romances;  he  has  been  in  dangers  from  which 
nobody  but  iiimself  ever  escaped ;  he  has  seen  with 
his  own  eyes,  whatever  other  people  have  heard  or 
read  of;  he  has  had  more  bmines  forlunes,  than  ever 
he  knew  women ;  and  has  ridden  more  miles  post,  in 
one  day,  llian  ever  courier  went  in  two.  He  is  soon 
discovered,  and  as  soon  becomes  the  object  of  univer- 
sal contempt  and  ridicule.  Remember  then,  as  long 
as  you  live,  that  nothing  but  strict  truth  can  carry 
you  through  the  world,  with  cither  your  conscience  or 
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your  honour  unwounded.  It  ia  not  only  your  duly, 
but  yuur  interest:  as  a  proof  of  which,  you  may  al- 
ways observe,  that  the  greatest  fools  are  the  greatest 
liars.  For  my  own  part,  1  judge  of  every  man*8  trutli 
by  his  degree  of  understnnding. 

This  letter  will,  1  suppose,  find  you  at  T^ipsig; 
where  I  expect  and  require  from  you  attention  and 
accuracy,  in  both  whicli  you  have  hitherto  been  very 
deficient.  Remember  that  I  shall  sec  you  in  the  sum- 
mer ;  shall  examine  you  most  narrowly  ;  and  will  never 
forget  nor  forgive  those  faults,  which  it  has  been  in 
your  own  [xjwer  to  prevent  or  cure:  and  be  assured, 
that  I  have  many  eyes  upon  you  at  Leipsig,  besides 
Mr.  Harte's.     Adieu  I 


LoDdoo,  October  2,  O.  8.  1747. 

Dear  Boy, 

By  your  letter  of  the  18th  past,  N.S.,  I  find  that 
you  are  a  tolerable  good  landscape  painter,  and  can 
present  tlie  several  views  of  Switzerland  to  the  curious. 
I  am  very  glad  of  it,  as  it  is  a  proof  of  some  attention ; 
but  X  hope  you  will  be  as  good  a  portrait  painter,  which 
is  a  much  more  noble  scieuoe.  By  portraits,  you  will 
easily  judge,  that  I  do  not  menu  the  outlines  and  the 
colouring  of  the  human  figure;  but  the  inside  of  the 
heart  and  mind  of  man.  This  science  requires  more 
attention,  observation,  and  jienetraiiou,  than  the  other ; 
as  indeed  it  is  infinitely  more  useful.  Search,  there- 
fore, with  the  greatest  care,  into  the  characters  of  all 
those  whom  you  converse  witli ;  endeavour  to  dis- 
cover their  predominant  passions,  their  prevailing 
weakuesses,   their   vanities,   their    follies,  and   their 
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liuinoui's;  witli  all  tlie  right  and  wrong,  wise  and 
silly  Bpringa  of  human  actions,  which  make  such  in- 
consistent and  whimsical  beings  of  us  rational  creat- 
ures. A  inmlerate  tnhare  of  penetration,  with  great 
attention,  will  infalHbly  make  these  necessary  discov- 
eries. This  is  the  true  knowledge  of  the  world;  and 
the  world  is  a  country  which  nobody  ever  yet  knew 
by  description ;  one  must  travel  through  it  one's  self 
to  be  acquainted  with  it.  The  Scholar,  who  in  the 
dust  of  his  closet  talks  or  writes  of  the  world,  knows 
no  more  of  it,  than  that  Orator  did  of  war,  who  judi- 
ciously endeavoured  to  instruct  Hannibal  in  it.  Courts 
and  Camps  are  the  only  places  to  learn  the  world  in. 
There  alone  all  kinds  of  characters  resort,  and  human 
nature  is  seen  in  all  the  various  shapes  and  modes, 
which  education,  custom^  and  habit  give  it:  whereas, 
in  all  other  places,  one  local  mode  generally  prevails, 
and  produces  a  seeming,  though  not  a  real,  sameness 
of  character.  For  example,  one  general  mode  distin- 
guishes an  University,  another  a  trading  town,  a  third 
H  sea-[X»rt  town,  and  so  on ;  whereas  at  a  capital,  where 
the  Prince  or  the  Supreme  Power  residea,  some  of  all 
these  various  modes  are  to  be  seen,  and  seen  in  action 
too,  exerting  their  utmost  skill  in  pui'suii  of  their  sev- 
eral objects.  Human  nature  is  the  same  all  over  the 
world;  but  its  operations  are  so  varied  by  education 
and  habit,  that  one  must  see  it  iu  all  its  dresses,  in 
order  to  be  intimately  acquainted  with  it.  The  jiaa- 
sion  of  ambition,  for  instance,  is  the  same  in  a  Court- 
ier, a  Soldier,  or  an  Ecclesiastic;  but,  from  their 
different  educations  and  liabits,  they  will  take  very 
different  methods  to  gratify  it.  Civility,  which  is  a  dis- 
position to  accommodate  and  oblige  others,  is  essen- 
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tinlly  the  same  in  every  country ;  but  good-breeding, 
as  it  h  called,  whicli  is  tlie  munner  of  exerting  that 
dis[)Osition,  is  difierenl  in  almost  every  country,  and 
merely  local ;  and  every  man  of  sense  imitateg  and  con- 
forms to  that  lociil  good-breeding  of  the  place  which 
he  \h  at.  A  confnnnitv  and  Hexibilitv  of  manners  is 
necessary  in  the  course  of  the  world  ;  that  ia,  with  re- 
gard to  all  things  which  are  not  wrong  in  theranelves. 
Theveraatiie  inyenium  is  the  most  useful  of  all.  It 
can  turn  itself  instantly  from  one  object  to  another, 
assuming  the  proper  mnnuer  for  each.  It  can  be  seri- 
ous with  the  grave,  cheerful  with  the  gay,  and  trifling 
with  the  frivolous.  Endeavour,  by  all  moans,  to  acquire 
this  talent,  for  it  is  a  very  great  one. 

As  I  hardly  know  »ny  thing  more  useful,  than  to 
see,  from  time  to  time,  pictures  of  one's  self  drawn 
by  diflfereiit  liands,  I  send  you  here  a  sketch  of  your- 
self, drawn  at  Lausanne  while  you  were  there,  and 
sent  over  here  by  a  jwrson  who  little  thought  that 
it  would  ever  fall  into  my  hands ;  and  indeed  it  was 
by  the  greatest  accident  in  the  world  that  it  did. 


LoodoD,  October  9,  O.  8.  1747. 

Dear  Boy, 

People  of  your  age  have,  commonly,  an  ungnarded 

frankness  about  them  ;  which  makes  them  the  easy 

prey  and  bubbles  of  the  artful  and  the  ex]>erienoed  : 

they  look  up(m  every  knave,  or  fool,  who  tells  them 

that  he  is  their  friend,  to  be  really  so;  and  pay  that 

profession  of  siraulnted  friendship,  with  an  indiscreet 

and  unbounded  confidence,  always  to  their  loss,  often 

to  their  ruin.     Beware,  tliereforc,  now  that  you  are 
Vol.  I.  6 
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coming  into  llie  world,  of  these  proffered  iriemlslups. 
Keceive  tlicm  with  great  civility,  but  with  great  in- 
credulity too;  and  pay  them  with  compliments,  but 
not  with  confidence.  Do  not  let  your  vanity,  and 
self-love,  make  you  suppose  that  people  become  your 
friends  at  first  sight,  or  even  upon  a  short  acquaint- 
ance. Real  frieudshij)  is  a  slow  grower;  and  never 
thrives,  unless  ingrafted  upon  a  stock  of  known  and 
reciprocal  merit. 

There  is  another  kind  of  nominal  friendship,  among 
young  i>eople,  which  is  warm  for  the  time,  but,  by 
good  luck,  of  short  duration.  This  friendship  is 
hastily  produced,  by  their  being  accidentally  thrown 
together,  and  pui*suing  the  same  course  of  riot  and 
debauchery.  A  fine  friendship,  truly  I  and  well 
cemented  by  drunkenness  and  lewdness.  It  should 
rather  be  called  a  consjiiracy  against  morals  and  good 
manners,  and  be  punished  as  such  by  the  civil  Magis- 
trate. However,  they  have  the  impudence,  and  the 
folly,  to  call  this  confederacy  a  friendsliip.  They 
lend  one  another  money,  for  bad  pur|)oses ;  they 
engage  in  quarrels,  offensive  and  defensive,  for  their 
accomplices;  they  tell  one  another  all  they  know, 
and  oilen  more  too;  when,  of  a  sudden,  some  acci- 
dent disperses  them,  and  they  think  no  more  of  each 
other,  unless  it  be  to  betray  and  laugh  at  their  im- 
prudent confidence.  Remember  to  make  a  great  dif- 
ference between  companions  and  friends;  for  a  very 
complaisant  and  agreeable  companion  may,  and  otlcn 
docs,  prove  a  very  improper  and  a  very  dangerous 
friend.  People  will,  in  a  great  degree,  and  not  with- 
out reason,  form  tlieir  opinion  of  you,  upon  that  wiuch 
they  have  of  your  friends;  and  there  is  a  Spanish 
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proverli,  wliicli  says,  very  justly^  TeH  me  whom  you 
live  with  J  aiui  I  will  tell  you  who  you  are.  One  may 
fairly  suppose,  that  a  mau,  who  makes  n  knave  or  a 
fool  his  triend,  has  something  very  bad  to  do,  or  to 
conceal.  But,  at  the  same  time  that  you  carefully 
decline  the  fricudtihip  of  knaves  and  fools,  if  it  can 
be  cidled  friendship,  there  is  no  ocaision  to  make  either 
of  tliem  your  enemies,  wantonly,  and  unprovoked;  for 
they  are  numerous  bodies;  and  I  would  rather  chuse 
a  secure  neutrality,  than  alliance,  or  war,  with  cither 
of  litem.  You  may  be  a  declared  enemy  to  their 
Ivices  and  follies,  without  being  marked  out  by  them 
[as  a  personal  one.  Their  enmity  is  the  next  dan- 
gerous thing  to  their  friendship.  Have  a  real  reserve 
with  almost  evcrj'body,  and  have  a  seeming  reserve 
with  almost  nobody ;  for  it  is  very  disagreeable  to 
seem  reserved,  and  very  dangerous  not  to  be  so.  Few 
people  find  tlie  true  medium  ;  many  arc  ridiculously 
mysterious  and  reserved  upon  triHes;  and  many 
imprudeutly  communicative  of  all  tUey  know. 

The  next  thing  to  the  choice  of  your  friends,  is  the 
choice  of  your  company.  Endeavour,  as  much  as  you 
can,  to  keep  company  with  people  ahove  you.  There 
you  rise,  as  much  as  you  sink  with  people  below  you ; 
for  (as  I  have  mentioned  before)  you  are,  whatever  the 
company  you  keep  is.  Do  not  mistake,  when  I  say 
company  above  you,  and  think  tliat  I  mean  with  regard 
to  their  hirth ;  that  is  the  least  consideration  :  but  I 
mean  with  regard  to  their  merit,  and  the  light  in 
which  the  world  considers  them. 

There  are  two  sorts  of  good  company;  one,  which 
is  called  the  beau  vi07ide,  and  consists  of  those  people 
who  liave  the  lead  iu  Courts,  and  in  the  gay  part  of 
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life;  the  other  consists  of  those  who  ore  distinguished 
by  some  peculiar  merit,  or  who  excel  in  some  piirticular 
and  valiiahle  art  or  science.  For  my  own  j)art,  I  used 
to  think  myself  in  company  as  much  above  me,  when 
I  was  with  Mr.  Addison  and  Mr.  Pope,  as  if  I  Iiad 
been  with  all  the  Princes  in  Europe.  What  I  mean 
by  low  company  which  should  hy  all  means  be  avoided, 
is  the  company  of  those,  who,  absolutely  insignificant 
and  contemptible  in  themselves,  think  they  are  hon- 
oured by  being  in  your  company,  and  who  flatter  every 
vice  and  every  folly  you  have,  in  order  to  engage  you 
to  converse  with  tliem.  The  pride  of  being  the  first 
of  (he  company,  is  but  too  common ;  but  it  is  very 
silly,  and  very  prejudicial.  Nothing  in  the  world  lets 
down  a  character  more,  than  that  wrong  turn. 

You  may  possibly  ask  me,  whether  a  man  hns  it 
always  in  his  power  to  get  into  the  best  comjiany? 
and  how?  I  sjiy.  Yes,  he  has,  by  deseiTJng  it;  pro- 
vided lie  is  but  in  circumstances  wluch  enable  him 
to  api>t*ur  upon  the  tooting  of  a  gentleman.  Merit 
and  good-breeding  will  make  their  way  everywhere. 
Knowledge  will  introduce  him,  and  good-breeding 
will  endear  him  to  the  best  companies;  for,  as  I  have 
often  told  you,  politeness  and  good-breeding  are  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  adorn  any,  or  all  other  g(X)d  quali- 
ties or  lidents.  Without  them,  no  knowledge,  no 
perfection  whatsoever,  is  seen  in  its  best  light.  The 
Scholar,  without  good-breeding,  is  a  Pedant :  the  Phi- 
losopher, a  Cynic;  the  Soldier,  a  Brute;  and  every 
man  disagreeable. 

I  long  to  hear,  from  my  several  correspondents  at 
lieipHig,  of  your  arrival  there,  and  what  impression 
you  make  on  them  at  first;  for  I  have  Arguses,  with 
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«n  hundred  eyes  cati^  who  will  watch  you  narrowly, 
-and  relate  to  me  faithfully.     My  acwunta  will  cer- 
tainly be  true ;  it  depends  upon  you,  entirely,  of  what 
kind  tliev  shall  be.     Adieu  ! 


Loadon,  October  16,  O.  S.  1747. 
Deab  Boy, 

The  art  of  pleasing  is  a  very  necessary  one  to 
po^css;  but  a  very  diOlcuU  one  to  aoquiro.  It  can 
hardly  lie  reduce<l  to  rules;  antl  your  own  good  sense 
and  observation  will  teach  you  more  of  it  than  1  can. 
•*  Do  as  you  would  be  done  by,'*  is  the  surest  method 
that  I  know  of  ple^ising.  Observe  cjirefuUy  what 
pleases  you  in  others,  and  probably  the  same  things 
in  you  will  please  others.  If  you  are  pleased  with  the 
complaisance  and  attention  of  others  to  your  humours, 
your  ta-stes,  or  your  weaknesses,  depend  upon  it,  the 
same  complaisance  and  attention  on  your  part,  to  rheirs, 
will  equally  please  ihem.  Take  the  U.me  of  the  com- 
pany that  you  arc  in,  and  do  not  pretend  to  give  it; 
be  serious,  gay,  or  even  trifling,  as  you  find  the  present 
humour  of  the  company :  this  is  an  attention  due  from 
every  individual  to  the  majority.  Do  not  tell  stories 
in  company;  there  is  nothing  more  tedious  and  dis- 
agreeable: if  by  chance  you  know  a  very  short  story, 
and  ext^edingly  applicable  to  the  present  subject  J>f 
conversation,  tell  it  in  o."^  few  words  as  possible;  and 
even  then,  throw  out  that  you  do  not  love  to  teil  stories ; 
but  that  the  shortness  of  it  tempted  you.  Of  all  things, 
banish  the  egotism  out  of  your  conversation,  and  never 
think  of  entertaining  people  with  your  own  personal 
concerns  or  private  afliiirs;  though  they  are  interest- 
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ing  to  you,  they  are  tedious  and  irnpertment  to  every 
body  else:  besides  t]iat,  one  cannot  keep  one's  own 
private  aifairs  too  secret.  Whatever  you  think  your 
own  excellencies  may  be,  do  not  affectedly  display 
ihein  in  corai>any ;  nor  iKlxtiir,  a&  nmny  jwople  do,  to 
give  that  turn  to  the  conversation,  which  may  supply 
you  with  au  opportunity  of  exhibiting  them.  If  they 
are  real,  (hey  will  infallibly  be  discovered,  without 
your  pointing  them  out  yourself,  and  with  much  more 
advantage.  Never  maintain  au  argument  with  heat 
and  clamour,  though  j'ou  think  or  know  yourself  to 
be  in  the  right;  but  give  your  opinion  modestly  and 
coolly,  which  is  the  only  way  to  convince ;  and,  if  that 
does  not  do,  try  to  change  the  conversation,  by  saying, 
with  good-humour,  "We  shall  hardly  convince  one 
"  another ;  nor  is  it  necessary  that  we  should,  so  let  us 
"  talk  of  something  else." 

Remember  that  there  is  a  local  propriety  to  l^e  ob- 
served in  all  companies ;  and  that  what  is  extremely 
proper  in  one  company,  may  be,  and  often  is,  highly 
improi)er  in  another. 

The  jokes,  the  Aon-mofe,  the  little  adventures,  whicli 
may  do  very  well  in  one  company,  will  seem  flat  and 
tedious  when  related  in  another.  The  particular  char- 
acters, the  habits,  the  cant  of  one  com[)any  may  give 
merit  to  a  word,  or  a  gesture,  which  would  have  none 
at  all  if  divested  of  tho^e  accidental  circurastjiuces. 
Here  people  very  commonly  err;  and  fond  of  some- 
thing that  has  entertained  them  in  one  company,  and 
in  certain  circumstances,  repeat  it  with  emphuaie 
in  another,  where  it  is  either  insipid,  or,  it  may  be, 
offensive,  by  being  ill-timed  or  misplaced.  Nay, 
they  often  do  it  with  thb  silly  preamble,  "1  will 
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"  tell  you  an  excellent  tiling,"  or,  "  I  will  tell  you  the 
"best  tiling  in  tlie  worUI."  This  raises  expectations, 
which  when  absolutely  disappointed,  moke  the  relator 
of  this  excellent  thing  look,  very  deservedly,  like  a 
fool. 

If  you  would  particularly  gain  the  affection  and 
friendship  of  particular  people,  whether  men  or  women, 
endeavour  to  find  out  their  predominant  excellency,  if 
they  have  one,  and  tlieir  prevailing  weakness,  which 
everybody  has ;  and  do  justice  to  the  one,  and  some- 
thing more  tlian  j  ustice  to  the  other.  Men  have  various 
objecli'  in  which  tliey  may  excel,  or  at  least  would  be 
thought  to  excel ;  and,  though  they  love  to  hear  justice 
done  to  them,  where  they  know  that  they  excel,  yet 
they  are  moet  and  best  flattered  upon  those  points 
where  they  wi.«h  to  excel,  and  yet  are  doubtful  whether 
they  do  or  not.  As  for  example:  Cardinal  Kichelieu, 
who  was  undoubtedly  the  ablest  statesman  of  his  time, 
or  [Mirha(>s  of  any  other,  had  the  idle  vanity  of  being 
thought  the  best  poet  too :  he  envied  the  great  Cor- 
neille  his  reputation,  and  ordered  a  criticism  to  be 
written  upon  the  Cid.  Those,  therefore,  who  flattered 
skilfully,  said  little  to  him  of  his  abilities  in  state 
affairs,  or  at  least  but  en  passant,  and  as  it  might 
naturally  occur.  But  the  incense  which  they  gave 
him — the  smoke  of  which  they  knew  would  turn  his 
head  in  their  favour — was  as  a  bel  esprit  and  a  poet. 

'hy  ? — Because  he  was  sure  of  one  excellency,  and 
distrustful  as  to  the  other.  Yon  will  easily  discover 
every  man's  prevailing  vanity  by  observing  his  fa- 
vourite topic  of  conversation;  for  every  man  talks 
.most  of  what  he  has  most  a  mind  to  he  thought  to 
excel  in.     Touch  him  but  there,  and  you  touch  him 
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to  the  quick.  The  lat€  Sir  Robert  Walpole  (who  waa 
certainly  an  able  luan)  was  little  upen  to  fluttery  upon 
that  liead,  fur  be  was  in  no  doubt  liimHelf  about  it; 
but  his  prevailing  weakness  was,  to  be  thought  to 
have  a  polite  and  liappy  turn  to  gaUiintry, — of  which 
he  had  undoubtedly  hua  thuu  any  man  living.  It 
was  his  favouiite  and  frequent  subject  of  convci-sation, 
which  proved  to  those  who  had  any  penetration  that 
it  was  bin  prevtiiliug  weakueuH,  and  they  applied  to 
it  with  succeas. 

Women  have,  in  general,  but  one  object,  which  is 
tlieir  beauty;  upon  which,  scarce  any  fhittery  is  Loo 
gross  for  them  to  follow.  Nature  has  hardly  formed 
a  woman  ugly  enough  to  be  insensible  to  flattery  upon 
her  person :  if  her  face  is  bo  shocking  that  she  must, 
in  some  degree,  be  conscious  of  it,  her  figure  and  air, 
alio  trusts,  make  ample  amends  for  it.  If  her  figure 
is  deformed,  her  face,  she  thinks,  counter  balances  it. 
If  they  are  both  bad,  she  comforts  herself  that  she 
hag  graces;  a  certain  manner ;  &je  the  s^a'n  quoi  still 
more  engaging  than  beauty.  This  truth  is  evident, 
from  the  studied  and  elaborate  dress  of  the  ugliest 
woman  in  the  worhl.  An  undoubt«<l,  uncontested, 
conscious  beauty  is,  of  all  women,  the  least  sensible  of 
flattery  upon  that  head ;  she  knows  it  is  her  due,  and 
is  therefore  obligetl  to  nolntdy  fur  giving  it  her.  She 
must  be  flattered  ujion  her  understanding,  which, 
though  she  may  {xjssibly  not  doubt  of  liereetf,  yet  she 
8us{>ects  that  men  may  distrust. 

Do  not  mistake  me,  and  think  that  I  mean  to 
recommend  to  you  abject  and  criminal  flattery:  no; 
flatter  nobwly's  vices  or  crimes:  on  the  contrary,  abhor 
and  discourage  them.     But  there  is  no  living  in  tho 
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world  without  a  coinplaieant  indulgence  fur  })CO{>1e*B 
weaknesses,  and  innocent,  (liougli  ridk-uloiis  vanities. 
If  a  man  has  a  min<l  to  be  thon^ht  wiser,  and  a  woman 
hnndsomer,  than  tliey  reallv  are,  their  error  is  a  coin- 
tbrtHbie  one  to  themselves,  and  uii  innocent  one  with 
regard  to  otlicr  people ;  and  I  woultl  rather  make  them 
my  friends  by  indulging  them  in  it,  than  my  enemies 
by  endeavouring  (and  thai  to  no  purpose)  to  undeceive 
thorn. 

There  tire  little  attentions,  likewiee,  which  are  infi- 
nitely engaging,  and  which  sensibly  a  fleet  that  degree 
of  pride  and  self-love,  whicli  is  inseparable  from 
human  nature;  as  they  are  unquestionable  proofs  of 
the  regard  and  consideration  which  we  have  for  the 
persons  to  whom  we  ])ay  tliem.  As  for  example:  to 
[•observe  the  little  habits,  the  likings,  the  antipathies, 
nnd  the  tastes  of  tho.se  whom  we  would  gain  ;  and  then 
take  care  to  provide  them  with  the  one,  and  to  secure 
them  from  the  other;  giving  tliem  genteelly  to  under- 
^Btand,  that  you  had  observed  tbey  liked  such  a  dif^h  or 
such  a  room;  for  which  reason  you  had  prepared  it: 
or,  on  the  contrary,  that  having  observe<l  they  had  an 
aversion  to  such  a  dish,  a  dislike  to  such  a  person,  <Sfcc., 
you  had  taken  care  to  avoid  presenting  them.  Such 
attention  to  such  trifles  tlatters  self-love  much  more 
than  greater  things,  as  it  makes  people  think  them- 
selves almost  the  only  objects  of  your  thoughts  and 
care. 

Tliese  are  some  of  the  arcana  necefisary  for  your 
initiation  in  the  great  society  of  the  world.  I  wish 
I  had  known  them  better  at  your  age ;  I  have  paid 
the  price  of  ihree-and-Kfty  years  for  them,  and  shall 
uot  grudge  it  if  you  reap  the  advantage.    Adieu  I 


190 


LORD  CHB8TEnFIELD*8  LETTERS 


London,  October  30,  O.  S.  1747. 

Dear  Boy, 

I  AM  very  well  pleased  witli  your  ItineTarium^ 
which  you  sent  roe  from  Ratiebon.  It  shows  me  that 
you  observe  and  inquire  as  yoii  go,  which  is  the  true 
end  of  travelling.  Those  who  travel  heedlessly  from 
place  to  place,  observing  only  their  distance  from  each 
other,  and  attending  only  to  their  acconunodation  at 
the  inn  at  night,  set  out  fools,  and  will  certainly  return 
80.  Those  who  only  mind  the  raree-shows  of  the 
places  which  they  go  through,  such  as  steeples,  clocks, 
town-houses,  &c.,  get  so  little  by  their  travels,  that 
they  might  as  well  stay  at  home.  But  those  who  ob- 
serve and  inquire  into  the  Bituations,  the  strength,  the 
weakness,  the  trade,  the  manufactures,  the  govern- 
ment and  constitution  of  every  place  they  go  to ;  who 
frequent  the  best  companies,  and  attend  to  their  sev- 
eral manners  and  characters ;  those  alone  travel  with 
advantage;  and,  as  they  set  out  wise,  return  wiser. 

I  would  advise  you  always  to  get  the  shortest  de- 
scription or  history  of  every  place  where  you  make 
any  stay;  and  such  a  book,  however  imjjcrfect,  will 
still  suggest  to  you  matter  for  inquiry ;  upon  which 
you  may  get  better  informations  from  the  people  of 
the  place.  For  example;  while  you  are  at  Leipsig, 
get  some  short  account  {and  to  be  sure  there  are  many 
such)  of  the  present  state  of  that  town,  with  regard 
to  its  magistrates,  its  police,  its  privileges,  &c.,  and 
then  inform  yourself  more  minutely  U|>od  all  those 
heads  in  conversation  with  the  most  intelligent  peo- 
ple. Do  the  same  thing  atlerwards  with  regard  to 
Uie  Electorate  of  Saxony :  you  will  find  a  short  his- 
tory of  it  in  Puffendorf's  Introduction,  which  will 
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give  you  a  general  ideu  of  it,  and  point  out  to  you  the 
proper  objects  of  a  mofe  minute  inquiry.  In  shorty 
be  curious,  attentive,  inquisitive,  as  to  every  thing; 
]i8tlc»«n«8s  and  indolence  are  always  blanieable,  but  at 
your  age  they  are  unpardonable.  Consider  how  pre- 
cious and  how  im|x)rtiiut,  for  all  the  rest  of  your  life, 
are  your  momenta  for  these  next  three  or  four  years, 
and  do  not  lose  one  of  them.  Do  not  think  I  moan 
that  you  should  study  all  day  long ;  I  am  far  from 
advising  or  desiring  it:  but  1  desire  that  you  would 
be  doing  something  or  other  all  day  long,  and  not 
neglect  half  hours  and  quarters  of  hours,  which,  ut 
the  year's  end,  amount  to  a  great  sum.  For  instance : 
there  are  many  short  intervals  in  the  day,  between 
studies  and  pleasui'es ;  instead  of  sitting  idle  and 
yawning,  in  those  intervals  take  up  any  book  though 
ever  so  trifling  a  one,  even  down  to  a  jest-book,  it  is 
still  better  than  doing  nothing. 

Nor  do  I  call  pleasures  idleness,  or  time  lost,  pro- 
vided they  are  the  pleasures  of  a  rational  being ;  on 
tlie  contrary,  a  certain  portion  of  your  time  employed 
in  those  pleasures  is  very  usefully  employed.  Such 
are  public  spectacles,  assemblies  of  good  company, 
cheerful  suppere,  and  even  balls:  but  then,  these 
require  attention,  or  else  your  time  is  quite  lost. 

There  are  a  great  many  people  who  think  them- 
selves employed  all  day,  and  who,  if  tliey  were  to  cast 
up  their  accounts  at  night,  would  find  that  they  had 
done  just  nothing.  They  have  read  two  or  three 
hours  mechanically,  without  attending  to  what  they 
I,  and  consequently,  without  either  retaining  it  or 
3ouing  upon  it.  From  thence  they  saunter  into 
tmpany,  without  taking  any  part  in  it,  and  without 
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ubserving  tlie  characters  of  the  persons,  or  the  subjects 
of  the  conversation  ;  but  are  either  thinking  of  some 
trifle,  foreign  to  the  present  purpose,  or,  often  not 
thinking  at  all;  which  silly  anU  idle  suspension  of 
thought  they  wouKl  dignify  with  tiie  nnnie  of  aJ>seiice. 
and  distraction.  They  go  afterwards,  it  may  be,  to 
the  play,  where  they  gape  at  the  company  and  the 
lights,  but  without  minding  the  very  thing  tliey  went 
to,  the  play. 

Pray  do  you  be  as  attentive  to  your  pleasures  as  to 
your  studies,  In  the  latter,  observe  and  n-ilect  upon 
all  you  read ;  and  in  tlie  former,  be  watchful  and  at^ 
tentive  to  all  that  you  see  and  hc-<ir;  and  never  have 
it  to  say,  as  a  thousand  fools  do,  of  things  that  were 
said  and  done  before  their  faeces,  That  truly  they  did 
not  mind  them,  because  they  were  thinking  of  sonio- 
thing  else.  Why  were  they  thinking  of  something 
else?  and,  if  they  were,  why  did  they  come  there? 
The  truth  is,  that  the  fools  were  thinking  of  nothing. 
Kemember  the  hoc  age;  do  what  you  are  about,  be 
that  what  it  will ;  it  is  either  worth  doing  well  or  not 
at  all.  Wherever  you  are,  have  (as  the  low  vulgar 
expression  is)  your  ears  and  your  eyes  about  you ; 
listen  to  every  thing  that  is  said,  and  see  every  thing 
that  is  done.  Observe  the  looks  and  countenances  of 
those  who  speak,  which  is  often  a  surer  way  of  dis- 
covering the  truth  than  from  what  they  say:  but 
then,  keep  all  these  observations  to  yourself,  for  your 
own  private  use,  and  rarely  communicate  them  to 
others.  Observe,  without  being  thought  an  observer; 
for,  otherwise,  people  will  be  U|»on  their  guard  before 
you. 

Confiider  seriously  and  follow  carefully,  I  beseech 
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yon,  my  <^ear  cliilil,  the  ativice  wliicli  from  time  to 
time  I  liavc  given,  and  simll  continue  to  give  you ;  it 
is  at  once  the  result  of  my  long  experience,  and  the 
effect  of  my  tendernesa  for  you.  I  oin  have  no  in- 
terest in  it  but  yours.  You  nro  not  yet  capable  of 
wishing  yourself  half  so  well  ag  I  wish  you;  follow, 
thei*efore,  for  a  time  at  least,  implicitly,  advice  which 
you  cannot  suspect,  though  possibly  you  may  not  yet 
see  the  particular  advantages  of  it ;  but  you  will  one 
day  feel  them.     Adieu  ] 


tendon,  November  6,  O.  S.  1747. 

»EAR  Boy, 

Thrfe  mails  are  now  due  from  Holland,  so  that 
I  have  no  letter  from  you  to  acknowleiige :  I  wiite  to 
you  therefore,  now,  as  usual,  by  way  of  flapper,  to  put 
you  in  mind  of  yourself  Doctor  Swifl,  in  his  ac- 
wuiit  of  tlifl  island  of  Laputji,  describes  some  philos- 
ophers there,  who  were  so  wrapped  up  and  absorbed 
in  their  abstruse  speculations,  that  they  would  have 
forgotten  all  the  common  and  necessary  duties  of  life, 
if  they  had  not  been  reminde<l  of  them  by  persons 
who  flapped  them,  whenever  they  observed  them  con- 
tinue too  long  ill  any  of  those  learned  trances.  1  do 
not,  indeed,  suspect  you  of  being  altsorbcd  in  abstruse 
speculations ;  but,  with  great  submission  to  you,  may 
I  not  8us|>ect,  that  levity,  inattention,  and  too  little 
dunking,  require  a  flapper,  as  well  aa  too  deep  think- 
ing? If  my  letters  should  happen  to  get  to  you, 
when  you  are  silting  by  the  Are  and  doing  nothing,  or 
when  you  are  gaping  at  the  window,  may  they  not  be 
very  proper  flaps,  to  put  you  in  mind  that  you  might 
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employ  your  time  much  better  ?  I  knew,  once,  a  very 
covetous,  sordid  fellow,  wlio  used  frequently  to  aay, 
"Take  care  of  the  pence;  for  the  pounds  will  take 
"care  of  themselves/'  This  was  a  just  and  sensible 
reflection  in  a  miser,  I  recommend  to  you  to  take 
care  of  minutes ;  for  hours  will  take  care  of  them- 
selves. I  am  very  sure,  that  many  people  lose  two 
or  three  Iiours  every  day,  by  not  taking  care  of  the 
minutes.  Never  think  any  portion  of  time,  whatso- 
ever, too  short  to  be  employed ;  something  or  other 
may  always  be  done  in  it. 

While  you  are  in  Germany,  let  all  your  historical 
studies  be  relative  to  Germany:  not  only  the  general 
history  of  the  Empire,  as  a  collective  body;  but  of 
tiie  respective  Electorates,  Principalities,  and  Towns; 
and  also,  the  genealogy  of  the  most  considerable 
families.  A  genealogy  is  no  trifle  in  Germany ;  and 
they  would  nither  prove  their  two-and-thirty  quarters, 
than  two-and-thirty  cardinal  virtues,  if  there  were  so 
many.  They  are  not  of  Ulysses'  opinion  ;  who  saya, 
very  truly, 

—    Genua  et  proarfw,  et  qua  Don  fectmm  ipai, 
Vix  eft  aostra  voco. 

Good  night  I 


LoodoD,  NoTombor  24,  O,  S.  1747. 
Bear  Boy, 

As  oft*?n  as  I  write  to  you  (and  that  you  know  is 

pretty  often),  so  often  I  am  in  doubt  whether  it  is  to 

any  purpose,  and  whether  it  is  not  labour  and  paper 

loeL    This  entirely  depends  upon  the  degree  of  reason 

and  reflection  which  you  are  master  of,  or  think  proper 

to  exert.     If  you  give  yourself  time  to  think,  and 
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lave  sense  enough  to  think  right,  two  reflecliona  must 
necessarily  occur  to  you ;  the  one  13,  that  I  have  a 
great  deal  of  experience,  and  that  you  have  none ; 
the  other  is,  that  I  am  llie  only  man  living  who  can- 
not have,  directly  or  indirectly,  any  interest  concern- 
ing you,  but  your  own.  From  which  two  undeniable 
princi|)les,  the  obvious  and  necessary  conclusion  is, 
that  you  ought,  for  your  own  sake,  to  attend  to,  and 
follow,  my  advice. 

If,  by  the  application  which  I  recommend  to  you, 
you  acr|uire  great  knowledge,  you  alone  are  the  gainer; 
I  pay  for  it.  If  you  should  deserve  either  a  good  or 
a  bad  character,  mine  will  be  exactly  what  it  is  now, 
and  will  neither  be  the  better  in  the  first  case,  nor  the 
worse  in  the  latter.  You  alone  will  be  the  gainer  or 
the  loser. 

Whatever  your  pleasures  may  be,  I  neither  can  nor 
shall  envy  you  them,  as  old  ])Cople  are  sometimes  sus- 
pected by  young  people  to  do ;  and  I  shall  only  lament, 
if  they  should  prove  such  as  are  unbecoming  a  man 
of  honour,  or  below  a  man  of  sense.  But  you  will 
be  the  real  sufferer,  if  they  are  such.  As  therefore  it 
is  plain  that  I  can  have  no  other  motive  than  that  of 
affection  in  whatever  I  say  to  you,  yon  ought  to  look 
upon  me  as  your  best,  and,  for  some  years  to  come, 
your  only  friend. 

True  friendship  requires  certain  proportions  of  ago 
and  manners,  and  can  never  subsist  where  they  are 
extremely  different,  except  in  the  relations  of  parent 
and  child  ;  where  affection  on  one  side,  and  regard  on 
the  other,  make  up  the  difference.  The  friendship 
which  you  may  contract  with  people  of  your  own  age, 
may  be  sincere,  may  be  warm,  but  must  be,  for  some 
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time,  reciprocally  unprofitable,  as  tlicre  «in  he  no  ex- 
perience on  eitlicr  side.  The  young  leading  the  yonng, 
is  like  the  blind  leading  the  blind;  "they  will  both 
"  full  into  the  ditcb."  The  only  sure  guide  is  be  who 
has  often  gone  the  road  which  you  want  to  go.  Let 
me  be  that  guide :  who  have  gone  all  roads ;  and  who 
can  coDaet[uentiy  (wiint  out  to  you  tlie  best.  If  you 
ask  me  why  I  went  any  of  the  bad  roads  myself?  I 
will  answer  you,  very  truly.  That  it  was  for  want  of  a 
good  guide:  ill  example  invited  me  one  wHy,  and  a 
good  guide  was  wanting  to  show  rae  a  better.  But  if 
anybody,  capable  of  advising  me,  had  taken  the  same 
pains  with  me,  which  I  have  taken  and  will  continue 
to  t;ike  with  you,  I  should  have  avoided  many  follies 
and  inconveniencies  which  undirected  youth  run  me 
into.  My  father  was  neither  desirous  nor  able  tu  ad- 
vise me ;  which  is  what  I  hope  you  cannot  say  of 
yours.  You  see  that  I  make  use  only  of  the  word 
advice ;  because  I  would  much  rather  Jiave  the  as.sent 
of  your  reason  to  my  advice,  than  the  submission  of 
your  will  to  my  authority.  This,  I  persuade  myself, 
will  hap]>en  from  that  degree  of  sense  which  I  think 
you  have;  and  therefore  I  will  go  on  advising,  and 
with  \u)\wa  of  t-nccess. 

You  are  now  settled  for  some  time  at  Leipsig ;  the 
principal  object  of  your  stay  there,  is  the  knowledge 
of  books  and  sciences ;  which  if  you  do  not,  by  atten- 
tion and  application,  make  yourself  master  of,  while 
you  are  there,  you  will  be  ignorant  of  them  all  the  rest 
of  your  Iif«;  and,  take  my  word  for  it,  a  life  of  igno- 
rance is  not  only  a  very  contemptible,  but  a  very  tire- 
some one.  Redouble  your  attention,  then,  to  Mr.  Harbe, 
in  your  private  studies  of  the  Lilera  Ilw/taniorest 
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especially  Greek.  State  your  difficulties  whenever 
you  have  any ;  and  do  not  suppress  them,  either  from 
mistaken  shame,  lazy  indifference,  or  in  order  to  have 
done  the  sooner.  Do  the  same  when  you  are  at  lect- 
ures witli  Pix>feesor  Mascow,  or  any  other  Professor; 
let  nothing  pass  till  you  are  sure  that  you  understand 
it  thoroughly ;  and  accustom  yourself  to  write  down 
the  capital  points  of  what  you  learn.  When  you  have 
thus  usefully  employed  your  mornings,  you  may  with 
a  safe  conscience  divert  yourself  in  the  evenings,  and 
make  those  evenings  very  useful  too,  by  passing  tliem 
in  good  com{>any,  and,  by  observation  and  attention, 
learning  as  much  of  the  world  as  Leipsig  can  teach 
you.  You  will  observe  and  imitate  the  manners  of 
the  people  of  the  best  fashion  there ;  not  that  they  are 
(it  may  be)  the  best  manners  in  the  world ;  but  be- 
cause they  are  the  best  manners  of  the  place  where 
rou  are,  to  which  a  man  of  sense  always  conforms. 
The  nature  of  things  (as  I  have  often  told  you)  is 
always  and  everywhere  the  same:  but  the  modes  of 
them  vary,  more  or  less,  in  every  country ;  and  an 
easy  and  genteel  conformity  to  them,  or  rather  the  as- 
LBuming  of  them  at  proper  times  and  in  proper  places. 
is  what  particularly  constitutes  a  man  of  the  world, 
and  a  well-bred  man. 

Here  is  advice  enough,  I  think,  and  too  much  it 
may  be,  you  will  think,  for  one  letter:  if  you  follow 
it,  you  will  get  knowledge,  character,  and  pleasure  by 
it :  if  you  do  not,  I  only  lose  operam  et  oleums  whicti, 
in  all  events,  1  do  not  grudge  you. 

I  Bend  you,  by  a  person  who  seta  out  tliis  day  for 

Leipsig,  a  small  packet  from  your  Mamma,  contJiin- 

ing  some  valuable  things  which  you  left  behind ;  to 
Vot.  I.  7 
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which  I  have  added,  by  way  of  New-year's  gift,  a 
very  prcUy  tooth-pick  case;  and,  by  the  way,  pray 
take  great  care  of  your  teeth,  and  keep  them  extremely 
clean.  I  have  likewise  sent  you  the  Greek  roots, 
lately  translated  into  English  from  the  French  of  the 
Port  Koyal.  Inform  yourself  what  the  Port  Royal 
is.  To  conclude  with  a  quibble;  I  hope  you  will  not 
only  fee<l  upon  these  Greek  roots,  but  likewise  digest 
them  perfectly.     Adieu  I 


London,  December  11,  O.  -Si.  1747. 

Dear  Boy, 

TuEKE  is  nothing  which  I  more  wish  that  you  should 
kuow,  and  which  fewer  ]Xiople  do  know,  than  the  true 
use  and  value  of  Time.  It  is  in  everybody's  mouth, 
but  in  few  people's  practice.  Every  fool  who  slatterns 
away  his  whole  time  in  nothings,  utters,  liowever,  some 
trite  common-place  sentence,  of  which  there  are  mil- 
lions, to  prove  at  once  the  value  and  the  fleeCuess  of 
time.  The  sun-dials,  likewise,  all  over  Euroj.>e,  have 
some  ingenious  inscription  to  that  effect;  so  that  no- 
body K}utindcrs  away  their  time  without  hearing  and 
seeing,  daily,  how  necessary  it  is  to  employ  it  well, 
and  how  irrecoverable  it  is  if  lost.  But  all  these  ad- 
monitions are  useless  where  there  is  not  a  fund  of  good 
sense  and  reason  to  suggest  them,  rather  than  receive 
tliem.  By  the  manner  in  which  you  now  tell  me  that 
you  employ  your  time,  I  flatter  myself  that  you  have 
that  fund :  that  is  the  fund  which  will  make  you  rich 
indeed.  I  do  not,  therefore,  mean  to  give  you  a  crit- 
ical essay  upon  the  use  and  abuse  of  time;  I  will  only 
give  you  some  hiata  with  regard  to  tlie  use  of  one  par- 
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ticulor  period  of  that  long  time  which  I  hope  you 
liave  before  vou ;  I  mean  the  next  two  veare.  Re- 
member,  then,  that  whatever  knowledge  you  do  not 
Bolidly  lay  the  foundation  of  before  yon  are  eighteen, 
you  will  never  be  master  of  while  you  breathe.  Knowl- 
edge is  a  comfortable  and  necessary  retreat  and  shelter 
for  us  in  an  advanced  age;  and  if  we  do  not  plant  it 
while  young,  it  will  give  us  no  shade  when  we  grow 
old.  I  neither  require  nor  expect  from  you  great  ap- 
plication to  books  aller  you  are  once  thrown  out  into 
the  great  world.  I  know  it  is  impossible;  and  it  may 
even,  in  some  cases,  be  improper:  this,  therefore,  ia 
your  time,  and  your  only  time,  for  unwearied  and  un- 
interrupted application.  If  you  should  sometimes 
think  it  a  little  laborious,  consider  tbat  labour  in  the 
unavoidable  fatigue  of  a  necessary  journey.  The  more 
hours  a  day  you  travel,  the  sooner  you  will  be  at  your 
journey's  end.  The  sooner  you  are  qualified  for  your 
liljerty,  the  sooner  you  shall  have  it;  and  your  maiiu- 
mist^ion  will  entirely  depend  upon  the  manner  in  which 
you  employ  the  intermediate  time.  1  think  I  offer 
you  a  very  good  bargain,  when  I  promise  you,  upon 
my  word,  that,  if  you  will  do  every  thing  that  I  would 
have  you  do  till  you  are  eighteen,  1  will  do  every  thing 
that  you  would  have  rne  do  ever  afterwards. 

I  knew  a  gentleman,  who  was  so  good  a  manager  of 
his  time,  that  he  would  not  even  lose  that  small  por- 
tion of  it  which  the  calls  of  nature  obliged  him  to  pass 
iu  the  neccssary-housu,  but  gradually  went  through 
all  the  Latin  poets  in  those  moments.  He  bought,  for 
example,  a  common  edition  of  Horace,  of  which  he 
tore  olV gradually  a  couple  of  pages,  carried  them  with 
him  to  that  necessary  place,  read  them  first,  and  then 
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sent  them  down  as  a  sacrifice  to  Cloacina :  this  was  so 
much  time  Aiirly  gained;  and  I  recommend  to  vou  to 
follow  liis  example.  It  is  better  than  only  doing  what 
you  cannot  help  doing  at  those  momenta  ;  and  it  will 
make  any  book  wliicli  you  sbnll  read  in  that  manner, 
very  present  to  your  mind.  Books  of  science,  and  of 
a  grave  sort,  must  be  read  with  continuity  ;  but  there 
are  very  many,  and  even  very  useful  ones,  wliich  may 
be  read  with  advantage  by  snatclies,  and  unconnect- 
edly  ;  such  are  all  the  good  Latin  poets,  except  Virgil 
in  his^neid:  and  such  are  most  of  the  modern  ix)ets, 
in  which  you  will  find  many  pieces  worth  reading  that 
will  not  take  up  above  seven  or  eight  minutes.  Bayle'a, 
Moreri's,  and  other  dictionaries,  are  proper  books  to 
take  and  shut  up  for  the  little  intervals  of  (otherwise) 
idle  time,  that  everybody  has  in  the  course  of  the  day, 
between  either  titeir  studies  or  their  pleasures.  Good 
night ! 


LoDdoD,  December  18,  O.  S.  1747. 

Deau  Boy, 

As  two  mails  are  now  due  from  Holland,  1  have  no 
letters  of  your's  or  Mr.  Harte*8  toacknowletlge;  so  that 
this  letter  is  the  effect  of  that  acribend't  cacoetheg  which 
my  fears,  my  hopes,  and  my  donbta,  concerning  you, 
give  me.  When  I  have  wrote  you  a  very  long  letter 
upon  any  subject,  it  is  no  sooner  gone,  but  I  think  I 
have  omitte<l  something  in  it  which  might  be  of  use 
to  you ;  and  then  I  prepare  the  supplement  for  the 
next  post,  or  else  some  new  subject  occurs  to  me  upon 
which  I  fancy  that  I  can  give  you  some  information, 
or  point  some  rules  which  may  be  advantageous  to 
you.     This   seta  me  to  writing  again,  though   God 
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knows  whether  to  any  puriwse  or  not:  a  few  years 
more  cim  only  ascertain  that.  But,  whatever  my  suc- 
cess may  be,  my  anxiety  and  my  care  can  only  be  the 
effects  of  tliat  tentler  affection  wliich  I  liave  for  you» 
and  which  you  cannot  represent  to  yourself  greater 
than  it  really  is.  But  do  not  mistake  the  nature  of 
tlmt  affection,  and  think  it  of  a  kind  that  j'ou  may 
with  impunity  abuse.  It  ia  not  natural  affection, 
there  being  in  reality  no  such  thing;  for,  if  there 
were,  some  inward  sentiment  must  necessarily  and 
reciprocally  discover  the  parent  to  the  child,  and  the 
child  to  the  parent,  without  any  exterior  indications, 
knowledge,  or  acquaintance  whatsoever;  which  never 
hap|»ened  since  llie  creation  of  tl»e  world,  whatever 
poets,  romance  or  novel  writers,  and  such  sentiment- 
mongers,  may  be  plea.sed  to  say  to  the  contrary. 
Neither  is  my  affection  for  you  that  of  a  mother,  of 
which  the  only,  or  at  leawt  the  chief  objects,  are  health 
and  life:  I  wish  you  them  both  moat  heartily;  but, 
at  the  same  time,  I  confess  they  are  by  no  means  my 
principal  care. 

My  object  is  to  have  you  fit  to  live;  which,  if  you 
are  not,  I  do  not  desire  that  you  should  live  at  all. 
My  affection  for  you  then  is,  and  only  will  be,  propor- 
tioned to  your  merit,  which  is  the  only  affection  that 
cue  rational  being  ought  to  have  for  another.  Hith- 
erto, I  have  discovered  nothing  wrong  in  your  heart 
or  your  head :  on  the  contrary,  I  think  I  see  sense  in 
the  one  and  sentiment  in  the  other.  This  persuasion 
ia  the  only  motive  of  my  present  affection,  which  will 
either  increase  or  diminish  according  to  your  merit 
or  demerit.  If  you  have  the  knowledge,  the  honour, 
and  the  probity  which  you  may  have,  the  marks  and 
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warmth  of  my  affection  shall  amply  reward  them  ; 
but  if  you  have  them  not,  my  aversion  and  indigna- 
tion will  rise  in  the  same  proportion ;  and  in  that  case, 
remember,  that  I  am  under  no  further  obligation  than 
to  give  you  the  necessary  meaim  of  subsistiug.  If 
ever  we  quarrel,  do  not  expect  or  depend  upon  any 
weakness  in  my  nature  for  a  reconciliation,  as  children 
frequently  do,  and  often  meet  with,  from  silly  parents : 
I  have  no  such  weakness  about  me;  and,  as  I  will 
never  quarrel  with  you  but  upon  some  essential  point, 
if  once  we  quarrel  I  will  never  forgive.  But  1  hoj>e 
and  believe,  that  this  declaration  (for  it  is  no  threat) 
will  prove  unnecessary.  You  are  no  stranger  to  the 
principles  of  virlue;  and,  surely,  whoever  knows  virtue 
must  love  it.  As  for  knowledge,  you  have  already 
enough  of  it  to  engage  you  to  acquire  more.  The 
ignorant  only  either  despise  it,  or  think  that  they 
have  enough  :  those  who  liave  the  most  are  always  the 
most  desirous  to  have  more,  and  know  that  the  most 
they  can  have  is,  alas  I  but  too  little. 

Reconsider  from  time  to  time,  and  retain,  the  friendly 
advice  which  I  send  you.  The  advantage  will  he  all 
your  own. 


Laadon,  December  29,  O.  a  1747. 

Dear  Boy, 

I  HAVK  received  two  letters  from  you,  of  the  17th 
and  22nd,  N.  S.,  by  the  last  of  which  I  find  that  some 
of  mine  to  you  must  have  miscarried;  for  I  have 
never  been  above  two  posts  without  writing  to  you  or 
to  Mr.  Ilarte,  and  even  very  long  letters.  I  have  also 
received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Harte,  which  gives  me  great 


TO  ins  BON,  ON  EOnCATION. 


103 


fiaUsfBCtion :  it  is  full  of  your  praises;  and  heauswers 
for  you,  that,  in  two  years  more,  you  will  deserve 
your  inanumiBsion,  and  be  fit  to  go  into  the  world 
upon  a  footing  that  will  do  you  honour  and  give  me 
pleasure, 

I  tiiank  you  for  your  offer  of  the  new  edition  of 
Adumuji  Adamif*  but  I  do  not  want  it,  having  a  good 
edition  of  it  ut  present.  When  you  have  read  that, 
you  will  do  well  to  follow  it  with  P^re  BoxigeanCs 
STmloirc  du  Traiie  de  Munsler,  in  two  volumes, 
quarto;  which  contains  many  important  anecdotes 
concerning  that  famous  treaty  that  arc  not  in  Adamut 
Adami. 

You  tell  me  that  your  lectures  upon  the  Jus  Pud' 
licum  will  be  ended  at  Easter ;  but  then  I  boj)e  that 
Monuieur  Mascow  will  begin  them  again,  for  I  would 
not  have  you  discontinue  that  study  one  day  while 
you  are  atLcipsig.  I  sujjpose  that  Monsieur  Mascow 
will  likewise  give  you  lectures  upon  the  Jnstru-meri' 
turn  Fads,  and  u|>on  the  capitulations  of  the  late  Em- 
perors.— Your  German  will  go  on,  of  course,  and  I 
take  it  for  granted,  that  your  stay  nt  Leipsig  will 
make  you  perfect  master  of  that  language  both  as  to 
speaking  and  writing;  for,  remember  tiiat  knowing 
any  language  imperfectly,  is  very  little  better  than 
not  knowing  it  at  all;  people  being  as  unwilling  to 
8{>eak  in  a  language  which  they  do  not  possess  thor- 
oughly ns  others  are  to  bear  them.  Your  thoughts 
are  cramped,  and  appear  to  great  disadvantage  in  any 
language  of  which  you  are  not  perfect  master.     Let 

*  Tbbi  autbor  vas  a  Benedictine,  born  near  Cologne  in  1610.    Hb 
irwk  is  eutltleil  Arrann  Parit  WeMphaliaz,  and  was  republUhed  in 
F1787,  more  correclly,  by  M.  Meiern. 
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Modern  History  share  part  of  your  time,  aiid  tliat 
always  accompanied  with  the  maps  of  the  places  in 
question  :  Geography  and  History  are  very  imperfect 
separately,  aiid,  to  be  useful,  must  be  joined. 

Go  to  the  Duchess  of  Courland's  as  often  as  she 
aud  your  leisure  will  permit.  The  company  of  women 
of  fashion  will  improve  your  manners,  though  not 
your  understanding ;  and  that  oomplaisauce  and  po- 
Utcnes8,  which  are  so  useful  in  men's  company,  can 
only  be  acquired  in  womeu's. 

Remember  always  what  I  have  told  you  a  ihousaud 
times,  that  all  the  talents  in  the  world  will  want  all 
their  lustre,  and  some  part  of  their  use  too,  if  they  are 
not  adorned  with  that  ea&y  good-bree<ling,  that  en- 
gaging manner,  aud  those  graces,  which  seduce  and 
prepoeaeas  people  in  your  favour  at  first  sight.  A 
proper  care  of  your  person  is  by  no  means  to  be 
neglected  ;  always  extremely  clean  ;  u|>on  pro|)er  occa- 
sions fine.  Your  carriage  genteel,  and  your  motions 
graceful.  Take  particular  aire  of  your  manner  and 
address  when  you  j)re>%nt  yourself  in  company.  Let 
thein  be  respectful  without  meanness,  easy  without  too 
much  familiarity,  genteel  without  afl'ectation,  and  in- 
sinuating without  any  seeming  art  or  design. 

You  need  not  send  me  any  more  extracts  of  the 
German  constitution ;  which,  by  the  course  of  your 
present  studies,  I  know  you  must  soon  be  acquainted 
with:  but  I  would  now  rather  that  your  lettei-s should 
be  a  sort  of  journal  of  your  own  life.  As  for  instance ; 
what  company  you  keep,  what  uew  act^uaintances  you 
make,  what  your  pleasures  are;  with  your  own  reflec- 
tions upon  the  whole:  likewise,  what  Greek  and  Latin 
books  you  read  and  understand.     Adieu  ! 
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January  2,  0.8.  !7«. 

Dear  Boy, 

I  AU  edified  with  the  allotment  of  your  time  at 
Leipsig;  which  is  so  well  employed,  from  morniug 
till  Might,  that  a  fool  would  say,  you  iiad  none  left  for 
yourself;  whereas,  I  am  siire,  you  have  sense  enough 
to  know  that  such  a  right  use  of  your  time  is  having 
it  all  to  yourself;  nay,  it  is  even  more,  for  it  is  laying 
it  out  to  immense  interest ;  which,  in  a  very  few  years, 
will  amount  to  a  prodigious  capital. 

Though  twelve  of  your  fourteen  Commensa-ux  may 
not  be  the  liveliest  people  in  the  world,  and  may  want 
(as  I  easily  conceive  they  do)  le  ton  de  la  bonne  com- 
pagnie,  el  Ui  graces,  which  I  wisli  you,  yet  pray  take 
care  not  to  express  any  contempt,  or  throw  out  any 
ridicule,  which,  I  can  assure  you,  is  not  more  contrary 
to  good  manners  than  to  good  sense:  but  endeavour 
nitlier  to  get  all  the  good  you  can  out  of  them  ;  and 
something  or  other  is  to  be  got  out  of  everybody. 
They  will,  at  least,  improve  you  in  the  German  lan- 
guage; and,  aa  they  come  from  different  countries, 
you  may  put  them  upon  subjects  concerning  which 
they  must  necessarily  be  able  to  give  you  some  U8&- 
till  information,  let  them  be  ever  so  dull  or  disagree- 
able in  general :  they  will  know  something,  at  least,  of 
the  laws,  customs,  government,  and  considerable  fami- 
lies of  their  respective  countries ;  all  which  are  better 
known  than  not,  and  consequently  worth  inquiring 
into.  There  is  hardly  anybody  good  for  every  thing, 
and  there  is  scarcely  anybody  who  is  absolutely  good 
for  nothing.  A  good  chymist  will  extract  some  spirit 
or  other  out  of  every  substance;  and  a  man  of  parts 
will,  by  his  dexterity  and  management,  elicit  some- 
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thing  worth  knowing  out  of  every  being  lie  converses 
with. 

Ah  you  have  been  introduced  to  the  Duchess  of 
Courland,  pray  go  there  as  often  as  ever  your  more 
necessary  occupations  will  allow  you.  I  am  told  she 
is  extremely  well-bred,  and  has  parts.  Now,  though 
I  would  not  recommend  to  you  to  go  into  women's 
company  in  search  of  solid  knowledge  or  judgment, 
yet  it  has  its  use  in  other  respects;  for  it  certainly 
polishes  the  manners,  and  give*  u?iecertaine  tournuret 
which  is  vei*y  necessary  in  the  course  of  the  world, 
and  which  Englishmen  have  generally  less  of  than 
any  jWiople  in  the  world. 

I  cannot  say  tliat  your  snppers  are  hixurious,  but 
you  must  own  they  are  solid  ;  and  a  quart  of  soup  and 
two  pounds  of  potatoes  will  enable  you  to  pass  the 
night  without  great  imfwitiencefor  your  breakfast  next 
morning.  One  part  of  your  supper  (tlie  potatoes)  is 
the  constant  diet  of  my  old  friends  and  countrymen, 
the  Irish,  who  are  the  healthiest  and  the  strongest 
men  that  I  know  in  Euro|>e. 

As  I  believe  that  many  of  my  letters  to  you  and  to 
Mr.  Harte  have  miscarried,  as  well  as  some  of  yours 
and  his  to  me,  (particularly  one  of  his  from  Leipsig, 
to  which  he  i-efcrs  in  a  subsequent  one,  and  which  I 
never  received,)  I  would  have  you,  for  the  future,  ac- 
knowledge the  dates  of  all  the  letters  which  either  of 
you  shall  receive  from  me,  and  I  will  do  the  same  on 
my  part 

That  which  I  received  by  the  last  mail  from  you 
was  of  the  25th  November,  N.  8. ;  the  mail  before 
that  brought  me  yours,  of  which  I  have  forgot  the 
<lutc,  but  which  enclosed  oue  to  Lady  Chest«rfiold : 
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tihe  will  answer  it  soon^and,  in  tlie  mean  time,  ihanka 
you  for  it. 

My  disorder  waa  only  a  very  great  cold,  of  which  I 
am  entirely  recovered.  You  shall  not  complain  for 
want  of  accounts  from  Mr.  Grevenkop,  who  will  fre- 
quently write  you  whatever  passes  here,  in  the  German 
language  and  character^  which  will  improve  you  in 
both.     Adieu  I 


Loodou,  Juiuary  16,  0. 8. 1748. 

Deab  Bot, 

I  wiLLiifOLT  accept  the  New-year*s  gift  which  you 
promise  me  for  next  year,  and  the  more  valuable  you 
make  i(,  the  more  thankful  1  ehall  l>e.  That  de|»end8 
entirely  upon  you,  and,  therefore,  I  liopc  to  be  |)re- 
sented  every  year  with  a  new  edition  of  you,  more 
correct  than  the  former,  and  considerably  enlurged 
and  amended. 

Since  you  do  not  care  to  be  an  Assessor  of  the  Im- 
perial Chamber,  and  desire  an  establishment  in  Eng- 
land, what  do  you  think  of  being  Greek  Professor  at 
one  of  our  Universities  ?  It  is  a  very  pretty  sinecure, 
and  requires  very  little  knowledge  (much  less  than,  I 
ho[)e,  you  have  already)  of  that  langmige.  If  you  do 
not  approve  of  this,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  know  what  else 
to  propose  to  you,  and  therefore  desire  that  yon  will 
inform  me  what  sort  of  destinatiou  you  propose  for 
yourself,  for  it  is  now  time  to  fix  it,  and  to  take  our 
measures  accordingly.  Mr.  Uartc  tells  me,  that  you 
set  up  for  a  /A^ttrucc  at^pi  if  so,  I  presume  it  is  in  the 
view  of  succeeding  me  in  my  office,  which  I  will  very 
willingly  resign  to  you  whenever  you  shall  call  upon 
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lti,oXT,fi>fH><:  avTjft,  there  are  some  trifling  circumstances 
upon  wliich  you  should  previously  take  your  resolution : 
the  fii*8t  of  which  is,  to  be  fit  for  it;  and  then,  in  order 
to  be  so,  make  yourself  master  of  ancient  and  modnrn 
history,  and  languages.  To  know  i>erfectly  the  con- 
stitution and  form  of  government  of  every  nation,  the 
growth  and  the  decline  of  ancient  and  modern  em- 
pires, and  to  trace  out  and  reflect  upon  the  causes  of 
both ; — to  know  the  strength,  the  riches,  and  the  com- 
merce of  every  country  ; — these  little  things,  trilling 
as  they  may  seem,  are  yet  very  necessary  for  a  politi- 
cian to  know,  and  which  therefore,  I  presume,  you 
will  conde«cend  to  apply  yourself  to.  There  are  some 
additional  qualifications  necessary,  in  the  practical 
part  of  business,  which  may  deserve  some  considera- 
tion in  your  leisure  moments — such  as,  an  absolute 
command  of  your  temper,  so  as  not  to  be  provoked  to 
passion  upon  any  account ;  patience,  to  hear  frivolous, 
impertinent,  and  unreasonable  applications;  with  ad- 
dress enough  to  refuse,  without  offending;  or,  by  your 
manner  of  granting,  to  double  the  obligation  ;^-dcx- 
terity  enough  to  conceal  a  truth,  without  telling  a  lie ; 
sagacitj'  enough  to  read  other  people's  countenances ; 
and  serenity  enough  not  to  let  them  discover  anything 
by  yours — a  seeming  fraukuesa,  with  a  real  reserve. 
These  are  the  nidiments  of  a  politician ;  the  world 
must  be  your  grammar. 

Three  mails  are  now  due  from  Ilolland,  so  lliat  I 
have  no  letters  from  you  to  acknowledge.  I  therefore 
conclude  with  recommending  myself  to  your  favour 
and  protection  when  you  succeed. 

Yours. 


dl 
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LoadoD,  Jtmnnty  80,  O.  S.  1748. 

Dear  Roy, 

I  FIND,  by  Mr.  Ilarte's  last  letter,  that  many  of  my 
letters,  to  you  and  him,  have  been  frozen  up  in  their 
way  to  Leipsig:  the  thaw  lias,!  supiwse,  by  this  time, 
set  them  at  liberty  to  pursue  their  journey  to  you, 
and  you  will  receive  a  glut  of  them  at  once.  Iludi- 
bras  alludes,  in  this  verse, 

Uke  words  congcal'd  in  oorthcrn  iir, 

to  a  vulgar  notion,  that,  in  Greenland,  words  were 
frozen  in  their  utterance ;  and  that,  upon  a  thaw,  a 
very  mixed  conversation  was  heard  in  the  air,  of  all 
those  words  set  at  lilierty.  This  conversation  was,  I 
presume,  too  various  and  extensive  to  be  much  at- 
tendei)  to :  and  may  not  that  be  the  case  of  half  a 
dozen  of  my  long  letters,  when  you  receive  them  all 
at  once?  I  think  that  I  can,  eventually,  answer  that 
question,  thus:  If  you  consider  my  letiers  in  their 
tnie  light,  as  conveying  to  you  the  advice  of  a  friend 
who  sincerely  wishes  your  happiness,  and  desires  to 
promote  your  pleasures,  you  will  both  read  and  attend 
to  them ;  but  if  you  consider  them  in  their  opposite, 
and  very  falne  H^ht,  as  the  dictates  of  a  morose  and 
sermonizing  father,  I  am  sure  they  will  be  not  only 
nnattended  to,  but  unread.  Which  is  the  case,  you 
can  best  tell  me;.  Advice  is  seldom  welcome;  and 
those  who  want  it  the  most,  always  like  it  the  least, 
1  hope  that  your  want  of  experience,  which  you  must 
be  conscious  of,  will  convince  you  that  you  want  ad- 
vice, and  that  your  gooil  sense  will  incline  you  to 
follow  it 

Tell  me  how  you  pass  your  leisure  hours  at  Leipeig : 


nu 


LOni>  CHESTEHFI eld's  LETTEIIS 


I  know  you  have  not  many ;  and  I  have  too  good  an 
opinion  of  you  to  think  that,  at  this  age,  you  would 
desire  more.  Hnve  you  assemhlies,  or  public  specta- 
cles? and  of  what  kind  are  they?  "Whatever  they 
are,  see  them  all :  seeing  every  thittg  is  the  only  way 
not  to  admire  anything  too  much. 

If  you  ever  take  up  little  talc-books  to  amuse  you 
by  snatches,  I  will  recommend  two  French  books, 
which  I  have  ali-eady  mentioned:  they  will  enterUun 
you,  and  not  without  some  use  to  your  mind  and  your 
manners.  One  is,  La  mani^re  de  bien  pettscr  dans  les 
ouvraffes  d'e^priiy  written  by  Pere  Bouhours  ;  I  believe 
you  read  it  once  in  England,  with  Monsieur  Coderc; 
but  I  think  that  you  will  do  well  to  read  it  again,  as 
I  know  of  no  book  that  will  ibrm  your  taste  better. 
The  other  is,  VArl  deplaire  dans  la  ConversaiioUfhy 
the  Abb^  de  Bcllegarde^  and  is  by  no  means  useless, 
though  1  will  not  pretend  to  say  that  the  art  of  pleas- 
ing can  be  reduce<i  to  a  receipt;  if  It  could,  I  am 
sure  that  receipt  would  be  worth  purchasing  at  any 
price.  Good  sense  and  good-nature  are  the  principal 
ingredients;  and  your  own  observation,  and  the  good 
advice  of  othoi-s,  must  give  the  right  colour  and  taste 
to  it.  Adieu!  I  shall  always  love  you  as  you  shall 
deserve. 


LondoD,  February  9, 0. 8. 1748. 
Beab  Boy, 

You  will  receive  this  letter,  not  from  a  Secretary  of 

State,  but  from  a  private  man ;  for  whom,  at  Uiia  time 

of  life,  quiet  was  as  fit,  and  as  necessary,  as  labour 

and  activity  are  for  you  at  your  age,  and  for  many 

years  siiil  to  come.     I  resigned  the  Seals,  last  Satar- 
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day,  to  the  King ;  who  parted  with  me  most  grncioasly, 
and  (I  may  add,  for  he  said  so  himselQ  with  regret. 
As  I  retire  from  hurry  to  quiet,  and  to  enjoy,  at  ray 
ease,  tlie  comforts  of  private  and  social  life,  you  will 
easily  imngine  that  I  have  no  thoughts  of  opposition, 
or  meddling  with  business.  Olium  cum  dignitate  is 
my  ohject,  Tlie  former  T  now  enjoy  ;  and  I  hope 
tlmt  my  conduct  and  character  entitle  mc  to  some 
share  of  the  latter.  In  short,  I  am  now  happy  \  and 
I  found  that  I  coidd  not  be  so  in  my  former  public 
situation. 

As  I  like  your  correspondence  better  than  that  of 
all  the  Kings,  Princes,  and  Ministers  in  Eufo|>e,  I 
shall  now  have  leisure  to  carry  it  on  more  regularly. 
My  letters  to  you  will  be  written,  I  am  sure,  by  me, 
and,  1  hope,  read  by  you,  with  pleasure ;  which,  I 
believe,  seldom  happens,  reciprocally,  to  letters  written 
from  and  to  a  Secretary's  office. 
•  Do  not  apprehend  that  my  retirement  from  business 
may  be  a  hindrance  to  your  advancement  in  it,  at  a 
proper  time;  on  the  coutrary,  it  will  promote  it;  for, 
having  nothing  to  ask  for  myself,  I  shall  have  the 
better  title  to  ask  for  you.  But  you  have  still  a  surer 
way  than  this  of  rising,  and  which  is  wholly  in  your 
power.  Make  yourself  necessary ;  which,  with  your 
natural  parts,  you  may,  by  application,  do.  We  are 
in  general,  in  England,  ignorant  of  foreign  affairs; 
and  of  the  interests,  views,  pretensions,  and  policy  of 
other  Courts.  That  part  of  knowledge  never  enters 
into  our  thoughts,  nor  makes  part  of  our  education ; 
for  which  reason,  we  have  fewer  proper  subjects  for 
foreign  commissions  than  any  other  country  in  Europe; 
and,  when  foreign  affairs  happen  to  be  debuted  in 
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Parliament,  it  is  incredible  with  how  much  ignorance. 
The  harvest  of  foreign  affairs  being  then  so  great,  and 
the  labourers  so  few,  if  you  make  yourself  master  of 
them,  you  will  make  yourself  necessary;  first  as  a 
foreign,  and  then  as  a  domestic  Minister  for  that  de- 
partment. 

I  am  extremely  well  pleased  with  the  account  you 
give  me  of  the  allotment  of  your  time.  Do  but  go  on 
80  for  two  years  longer,  and  I  will  ask  no  more  of 
you.  Your  labours  will  be  their  own  reward  ;  but  if 
you  desire  any  other  that  I  can  add,  you  may  depend 
upon  it. 

I  am  glad  that  you  perceive  the  indecency  and  tur- 
pitude of  those  of  your   Comtncnsaux,  who  disgrace 

and  foul  themselves  with  dirty  w s  and  scoundrel 

gamesters.  And  the  light  in  which  I  am  sure  you  Bee 
all  reasonable  and  decent  people  consider  them,  will 
be  a  good  warning  to  you.     Adieu  ! 


London,  Febraary  18,  0.  8. 174S. 

Dear  Bot, 

Your  last  letter  gave  me  a  very  satisfactory  account 
of  your  manner  of  employing  your  time  at  Leipgig. 
Go  on  so  but  for  two  years  more,  and  I  promise  yoa 
that  you  will  outgo  all  the  people  of  your  age  and 
time,  I  thank  you  for  your  explication  of  the  Sokrift- 
g(uaen  and  Amptsasscn;  and  pray  let  me  know  the 
meaning  of  the  Landjiassen.  I  am  very  willing  that 
you  should  take  a  Saxon  servant,  w)io  speaks  nothing 
but  German  ;  which  will  be  a  sure  way  of  keeping  up 
yonr  German,  after  you  leave  Germany.  But  then,  I 
would  neither  liave  that  man,  nor  him  whom  you  have 
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already,  put  out  of  livery ;  which  rimlcea  them  belli 
im[>ertiueiit  aiitl  useless.  I  am  sure  that,  as  soon  as 
you  shall  have  taken  the  other  servnut,  your  present 
man  will  press  extremely  to  be  out  of  livery,  and 
valet  de  chamhre;  which  is  as  much  as  to  say,  that  he 
will  curl  your  liuir  and  shave  you,  but  not  condescend 
to  do  any  thing  tlse.  1  therefore  advise  you  never  to 
have  a  servant  out  of  livery ;  and,  though  you  may 
not  always  think  proper  to  carry  the  servant  who 
dresses  you  abroad  in  the  rain  and  dirt,  behind  a 
,coach,  or  before  a  chair,  yet  keep  it  in  your  jxiwer  to 
'do  so  if  you  please,  by  keeping  him  in  livery. 

I  have  seen  Monsieur  and  Madame  Flemming,  who 
give  me  a  very  good  account  of  you,  and  of  your 
maniiera;  which,  to  tell  you  the  plain  truth,  were 
what  I  doubted  of  the  most.  She  told  me  that  you 
were  easy,  and  not  ashamed,  which  is  a  great  deal  for 
an  Englishman  at  your  age. 

I  set  out  for  the  Bath  to-morrow,  for  a  month; 

only  to  be  better  than  well,  and  to  enjoy  in  quiet  the 

liberty  which  I  have  ac<iuired  by  the  resignation  of 

hthc  Seals.     You  shall  hear  from  me  more  at  large 

from  thence:  and  now  good  night  to  you ! 


Bath.  Februarr  16,  O.  S.  174S. 

Dear  Boy, 

The  first  use  that  I  made  of  my  liberty  was  to  come 
hither,  where  I  arrived  yesterday.  My  health,  though 
not  fundamentally  bad,  yet,  for  want  of  proper  atten- 
tion of  late,  wanted  some  rejiairs,  which  these  waters 
never  fail  giving  iL     I  shall  drink  them  a  mouth,  and 

return  to  London,  there  to  enjoy  the  comforts  of  social 
Vol.  I.  8 
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life,  instead  of  groaning  uiuler  the  load  of  bustnoss. 
I  have  given  the  ilescription  of  the  life  that  I  propose 
to  lead  for  the  future  in  this  motto,  which  I  Iiave  put 
up  in  the  frize  of  my  library,  in  my  new  liouse:* 

Kuno  TCtcrum  libris,  nunc  somno,  ct  inertibus  boris 
Ducere  boIHcjUb  jucnnda  oblivia  vite. 

I  mnst  observe  to  you  upon  this  occasion,  that  tlie  un- 
interrupted satisfaction  which  I  expect  to  find  in  that 
library  will  be  chiefly  owing  to  my  having  employed 
some  part  of  my  life  well  at  your  age.  I  wish  I  had 
employed  it  better,  and  my  satisfaction  would  now  be 
comjilete;  but,  however,  T  planted,  while  young,  that 
degree  of  knowledge  which  is  now  my  refuge  and  ray 
shelter.  Make  your  plantations  still  more  extensive; 
they  will  more  than  ]iay  you  for  your  trouble.  I  do 
not  regret  the  time  that  I  passed  in  pleasures ;  they 
were  seasonable,  they  were  the  pleasures  of  youth, 
and  I  enjoyed  them  while  young.  If  1  had  not,  I 
should  probably  have  over-valued  them  now,  as  we  aro 
ver)'  apt  to  do  what  wc  do  not  know:  but,  knowing 
them  as  I  do,  I  know  tlieir  real  value,  and  how  much 
they  are  generally  over-rated.  Nor  do  I  regret  the 
time  that  I  have  passed  in  business,  for  the  same  reason. 
Those  who  see  only  the  outside  of  it,  imagine  that  it 
has  hidden  charms,  which  they  pant  atler,und  nothing 
but  acquaintance  can  undeceive  them.  I,  who  have 
been  Ijehind  the  scones,  both  of  i)leusure  and  business, 
and  have  seen  all  the  springs  and  pullies  of  those  deu- 
oralions  which  astonish  and  du7.zle  tlie  audience,  retire, 
not  only  without  regret,  but  with  contentment  and 


*  CbettterfieM  IlraiK  in  T^nUon. 
LorJ  Cbenterlield  placed  it. 
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satLafnction.  But  what  I  do,  and  ever  shall,  regret,  is 
tlie  tiiuu  which,  while  young,  I  lost  in  mere  idleness, 
aud  in  doing  nothing.  This  is  the  common  effect  of 
the  inconsideracy  of  youth,  against  which  I  beg  you 
will  he  most  carefully  upon  your  guard.  The  value 
of  moments,  when  cast  up,  is  immense,  if  well  cm- 
ployed  ;  if  thrown  away,  their  loss  is  irrecoverable. 
Every  moment  may  be  put  to  some  use,  and  that 
with  much  more  pleasure  than  if  unemployed.  Do 
not  imagine  that  by  the  employment  of  time  I  mean 
an  uninterrupted  application  to  serious  studies.  No; 
pleasures  are,  at  projwr  times,  both  as  necessary  and 
as  useful :  they  fashion  and  form  you  for  the  world ; 
they  teach  you  characters,  and  show  you  the  human 
heart  in  its  unguarded  minutes.  But  theu  remember 
to  make  that  use  of  them.  I  have  known  many  peo- 
ple, from  laziness  of  mind,  go  through  both  pleasure 
and  business  with  equal  inattention;  neither  enjoying 
the  one,  nor  doing  the  other:  thinking  themselves 
men  of  pleasure,  because  they  were  mingled  with 
those  who  were,  and  men  of  business,  because  they  had 
business  to  do,  though  they  did  not  do  it.  Whatever 
you  do,  do  it  to  the  [)urp08e;  do  it  thoroughly,  not 
superiicially.  Appro/ondissez :  go  to  the  bottom  of 
things.  Anytliing  half  done,  or  half  known,  is,  in  my 
mind,  neither  done  nor  known  at  all.  Nay,  worse,  for 
it  often  misleads.  There  is  hardly  any  place,  or  any 
company,  where  you  may  not  gain  knowledge,  if  you 
please:  almost  everybody  knows  some  one  thing,  and 
is  glad  to  talk  ujwn  that  one  thing.  Seek  and  you 
will  find,  in  this  world  afi  well  as  in  the  next.  See 
every  thing,  inquire  into  every  thing;  and  you  may 
excuse  your   curiosity,  and   the  questions   you    usk. 
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(which  otherwise  might  be  thoiiglit  impertiuent.)  by 
your  mauncr  of  asking  tliem ;  for  most  things  dcpcud 
a  great  deal  upon  the  manner.  As,  for  example,  lam 
afraid  thai  I  am  very  tronhUsome  with  viy  que^twTis ; 
but  nobody  can  inform  me  so  well  as  you  ;  or  something 
of  that  kind. 

Now  that  you  are  in  a  Lutheran  country,  go  to  their 
churches,  and  observe  the  manner  of  their  public  wor- 
ship :  attend  t«  their  ceremonies,  and  inquire  the  mean- 
ing and  intention  of  every  one  of  them;  and,  as  you 
will  soon  understand  German  well  enough,  attend  to 
their  sermons,  and  observe  their  manner  of  preaching. 
Inform  yourself  of  their  church-government — whether 
it  resides  in  the  Sovereign,  or  in  consi>itories  and  syn- 
ods; whence  arises  the  maintenance  of  their  clergy — 
whether  from  tithes,  as  in  England,  or  from  voluntary 
contributions,  or  from  pensions  from  the  state.  Do  the 
same  thing  when  you  are  in  Roman  Catholic  countries; 
go  to  their  cliurches,  see  all  their  ceremonies,  ask  the 
meaning  of  them,  get  the  terms  explained  to  you — as, 
for  instance,  Prime,  Tierce,  Sexte,  Nones,  Matins, 
Angelus,  High  Mass,  Vespers,  Complies,  &c.  In- 
form yourself  of  their  several  religious  orders,  (heir 
fouudei*s,  their  rules,  their  vows,  their  habits,  tlieir 
revenues,  &c ;  but  when  you  frequent  places  of  public 
worship,  oa  I  would  have  you  go  to  all  the  different 
ones  you  meet  with,  remember  that,  however  errone- 
ous, they  are  none  of  them  objects  of  laughter  and 
ridicule.  Honest  error  is  to  be  pitied,  not  ridiculed. 
The  object  of  all  the  public  worshi])**  in  the  world  is 
the  same;  it  is  that  great  eternal  Being,  who  created 
every  thing.  The  different  manners  of  worship  are 
by  iio  means  subjects  of  ridicule;  each  sect  thinks  its 
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m  thehest;  and  T  know  no  infallible  judge,  in  this 
world,  to  decide  which  is  ihe  best.  Jfake  the  same 
inquiries,  wherever  you  are,  concerning  the  revenues, 
the  military  e>-tablishnient,  the  trade,  the  commerce, 
and  the  police  of  every  country.  And  you  would  do 
well  to  keep  a  blank-paper  book,  which  the  Germans 
call  an  album. ;  and  there,  instead  of  desiring,  as  they 
do,  every  fool  they  meet  with  to  scribble  something, 
write  down  all  these  things,  as  soon  as  they  come  to 
your  knowledge  from  good  authorities. 

I  had  almost  forgotten  one  thing,  which  I  would 
recommend  as  an  object  for  your  curiosity  and  inTor- 
mation,  that  is,  the  administration  of  justice;  which, 
RS  it  is  always  carried  on  in  open  court,  you  may,  and 
I  would  have  you,  go  and  see  it,  with  attention  and 
inquiry. 

I  have  now  but  one  anxiety  left,  which  is,  concern- 
ing you.  I  would  have  yon  be,  what  I  know  nobody 
is,  perfect.  As  that  is  imixwsible,  I  would  have  you 
aa  near  perfection  as  possible.  I  know  nobody  in  a 
feirer  way  towards  it  than  yourself,  if  you  please. 
Never  were  so  much  pains  taken  for  anybody's  edu- 
cation as  for  yours,  and  never  had  anybo*ly  those 
opportunities  of  knowledge  and  improvement  which 
you  have  had,  and  still  have.  I  hope,  I  wish,  I 
doubt,  and  I  fear  alternately.  This  only  I  am  sure 
of^that  you  will  prove  either  the  greatest  pain,  or  the 
greatest  pleasure,  of  Yours. 


Bftth,  February  22,  0.  S.  1748. 

Dear  Boy. 

Every  excellency,  and  every  virtue,  has  its  kindred 
vice  or  weakness;   aud,  if  carried   beyond   certain 


us 
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bounds,  sinks  into  tlie  one  or  tiie  otiier.  Generosity 
often  runs  into  profusion,  economy  into  avarice,  cour- 
age into  radhness,  caution  into  timidity,  and  80  on : 
insomuch  ihtit,  I  believe,  there  is  more  judgment  re- 
quired for  the  proper  conduct  of  our  virtues,  than  for 
avoiding  their  opposite  vices.  Vice,  in  its  true  light, 
is  so  deformed,  that  it  shocks  us  at  first  sight;  and 
would  hardly  ever  seduce  us,  if  it  did  not,  at  first, 
wear  the  mask  of  some  virtue.  But  virtue  is,  in 
itself,  80  beautiful,  that  it  charms  us  at  first  sight; 
engages  us  more  nii<l  more  upon  further  acquaintance, 
and,  as  with  other  beauties,  we  tliink  excess  impos- 
sible: it  is  here  that  judgment  is  necessary,  to  mod- 
erate and  direct  the  effects  of  an  excellent  cause.  I 
shall  apply  this  reasoning,  at  present,  not  to  any  par- 
ticular virtue,  but  to  an  excellency,  which,  for  want 
of  judgment,  is  ol\en  the  cause  of  ridiculous  and 
blameable  effects :  I  mean,  great  learning — which,  if 
not  accompanied  with  sound  judgment,  frequently 
carries  us  into  error,  pride,  and  pedantry.  As  1  hope 
you  will  possess  that  excellency  in  its  utmost  extent, 
and  yet  without  its  too  common  failings,  the  hints, 
which  my  experience  can  suggest,  may  probably  not 
be  useless  to  you. 

Some  learned  men,  proud  of  their  knowledge,  only 
speak  to  decide,  and  give  judgment  without  appeal. 
The  consequence  of  which  is,  that  mankind,  provoked 
by  the  insult  and  injured  by  the  oppression,  revolt; 
and,  in  order  to  shake  off  the  tyranny,  even  call  the 
lawful  authority  in  question.  The  more  you  know, 
the  modester  you  should  be;  and  (by  the  bye)  that 
modesty  is  the  surest  way  of  gratifying  your  vanity. 
Even  where  you  are  sure,  seem  mther  doubtful ;  rep- 
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resent,  but  do  not  pronounce ;  and,  if  you  would  con- 
vince otliers,  aeera  open  to  conviction  yourself. 

Olhers,  to  show  their  learning,  or  oflen  from  the 
prejudices  of  a  school-education,  where  they  hear  of 
notliing  else,  are  always  talking  of  the  Ancients  as 
something  more  than  men,  and  of  tlie  Moderns  as 
something  less.  They  are  never  without  a  classic  or 
two  in  their  pockets;  they  stick  to  the  old  good  sense; 
they  i-cjid  jione  of  the  modern  trash;  and  will  show 
you  plainly  tliat  no  improvement  has  been  made,  in 
any  one  art  or  science,  these  last  seventeen  hundred 
yeara.  I  would  by  no  means  have  you  disown  your 
acquaintance  with  the  ancients,  but  still  less  would  I 
have  you  brag  of  an  exclusive  intimacy  with  them. 
Si>eak  of  the  moderns  without  contempt,  and  of  the 
ancients  without  idolatry;  judge  them  all  by  their 
merits,  but  not  by  their  age;  and,  if  you  liappcn  to 
have  an  Elzevir  classic  in  your  pocket,  neither  show 
it  nor  mention  it. 

Some  great  scholars,  most  absurdly,  draw  all  their 
maxima,  both  for  public  and  private  life,  from  what 
they  call  parallel  caues  in  the  ancient  authors ;  with- 
out considering  that,  in  the  first  place,  there  never 
were,  since  the  creation  of  the  world,  two  cases  ex- 
actly parallel ;  and,  in  the  next  place,  that  there 
never  was  a  case  stated,  or  even  known,  by  any  hia- 
torian,  with  every  one  of  its  circumstances;  which, 
however,  ought  to  be  known,  in  order  to  be  reasoned 
from.  Reason  upon  the  case  itself,  and  the  several 
circumstances  thai  attend  it,  and  act  accordingly  ;  hut 
not  from  the  authority  of  ancient  poets  or  historians. 
Take  into  your  consideration,  if  you  please,  cases 
aeemiugly  analogous;  but  take  them  as  helps  only  not 
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as  guides.  We  are  really  so  prejudiced  by  our  edu- 
cations, that,  as  the  ancients  deified  their  heroee,  we 
deify  their  madmen :  of  which,  with  all  due  regai'd 
to  antiquity,  I  take  Leonidas  and  Curtius  to  have 
been  two  distinguished  ones.  And  yet  a  solid  pedant 
would,  in  a  speech  in  Parliament,  relative  to  a  Uix  of 
twopence  in  the  pound  ujton  some  commodity  or  otlier, 
quote  those  two  heroes  as  examples  of  what  we  ought 
to  do  and  suffer  for  our  countiy.  I  have  known  tliese 
absurdities  carried  so  fur  by  people  of  injudicious 
learning,  that  I  should  not  be  surprised  if  some  of 
them  were  to  propose,  while  we  are  at  war  with  the 
Gaula,  that  a  number  of  geese  should  be  kept  in  the 
Tower  upon  account  of  the  inHniHi  advantage  which 
Kome  received,  in  a  parallel  casCy  from  a  certain 
number  of  geese  in  the  Capitol.  This  way  of  reason- 
ing and  this  way  of  speaking  will  always  form  a  poor 
politician,  and  a  puerile  declniiner. 

There  is  another  species  of  learned  men,  who,  though 
less  dogmatical  and  supercilious,  are  not  lees  imper- 
tinent* These  are  the  communicative  and  shining 
I>edants,  who  adorn  their  conversntion,  even  with 
women,  by  happy  quotations  of  Greek  and  Latin ; 
and  who  have  contracted  such  a  familiarity  with  the 
Qreek  and  Koman  authors,  that  they  call  them  by 
certain  names  or  epithets  denoting  intimacy.  As  old 
Homer;  that  «/y  roffue  Horace;  Maro,  instead  of 
Virgil ;  jind  Niigo,  instead  of  Ovid.  These  are  oflea 
imitated  by  coxcombs,  wlio  have  no  learning  at  all, 
but  who  have  got  some  names  and  some  scraps  of  an- 
cient authors  by  heart,  which  they  improperly  and 
im])ertineutly  retail  in  nil  companies,  iu  hopes  of 
passiog  for  scholars.     If,  therefore,  you  would  avoid 
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tbc  accusation  of  pedantry  on  one  band,  or  the  sus- 
picion of  ignorance  on  the  oilier,  abstain  from  learned 
ostentation.  Speak  Llie  language  of  tlic  company  that 
you  are  in  ;  speak  it  purely,  and  nnlardcd  with  any 
other.  Never  seem  wiser  nor  more  learned  than  the 
people  you  are  with.  Wear  your  lewrning,  like  your 
watch,  in  a  |>nvate  pocket ;  and  do  not  pull  it  out  and 
strike  it  merely  to  show  that  you  have  one.  If  you 
are  asked  what  o'clock  it  is,  tell  it;  but  do  not  pro- 
claim it  liourly  and  unasked  like  the  watchman. 

Upon  the  whole,  remember  that  learning  (I  mean 
Greek  and  Roman  learning)  is  a  moet  useful  and 
necessary  ornament,  wliich  it  is  shameful  not  to  be 
master  of;  but,  at  the  same  time,  most  carefully  avoid 
those  errors  and  abuses  which  I  have  mentioned,  and 
whicli  too  often  attend  it.  Remember  too,  that  great 
modern  knowledge  is  still  more  necessaiy  than  an- 
cient; and  that  you  had  better  know  [perfectly  the 
present  than  the  old  state  of  Europe ;  though  1  would 
have  you  well  accjuaintetl  with  Ixith. 

I  have  this  moment  received  your  letter  of  the  17th 
N.  S.  Though  I  confess  there  is  no  great  variety  in 
your  present  manner  of  life,  yet  materials  can  never 
be  wanting  for  a  letter;  you  see,  you  hear,  or  you 
read,  something  new  every  day ;  a  short  account  of 
wliich,  with  your  own  reflections  thereuix)n,  will  make 
out  a  letter  very  well.  But  since  you  desire  a  subject, 
pray  send  me  an  account  of  the  Lutheran  establish- 
ment in  Germany  ;  their  religious  tenets,  their  church- 
government,  the  maintenance,  authority,  and  titles  of 
their  clergy. 

VUtorio  Sirif  complete,  is  a  very  scarce  and  very 
dear  hook  here;  hut  I  do  not  want  it.     If  your  own 
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library  grows  too  voluminous,  you  will  not  know  what 
to  do  with  it  when  you  leave  Leipsig.  Your  best  way 
will  be,  when  you  go  away  from  theuce,  to  send  to 
England,  by  Hamburg,  all  the  books  that  you  do  not 
absolutely  want.     Yours. 


Batb,  March  I,  O.  a  1748. 

Bear  Boy, 

By  Mr.  Harte's  letter  to  Mr.  Grevenkop,  of  the 
2l8t  February,  N.  8.,  I  find  that  you  had  been  a 
great  while  without  receiving  any  letters  from  rae; 
but  by  this  time  I  dare  say  you  think  you  have 
received  enough,  and  possibly  more  than  you  have 
read ;  for  I  am  not  only  a  frequent  but  a  prolix  cor- 
respondent. 

Mr.  Harte  says,  in  that  letter,  that  he  looks  upon 
Professor  Masoow  to  be  one  of  the  ablest  men  in 
Europe,  in  treaty  and  political  knowledge.  I  am 
extremely  glad  of  it :  for  that  is  what  I  would  have 
you  particularly  apply  to,  and  make  yourself  perfect 
master  of.  The  treaty  part  you  must  chiefly  acquire 
by  reading  the  treaties  themselves,  and  the  histories 
and  memoirs  relative  to  them  ;  not  but  that  inquiries 
and  conversations  upon  those  treaties  will  help  you 
greatly,  and  imprint  them  better  in  your  mind.  In 
this  course  of  reading  do  not  perplex  yourself  at  first 
by  the  multitude  of  insignificant  treaties  which  are  to 
be  found  in  the  corps  diplomatique,  but  stick  to  the 
material  ones  which  altered  the  state  of  Europe  and 
made  a  new  arrangement  among  the  great  powers: 
such  VLA  the  treaties  of  Munster,  Nimeguen,  Hyswick, 
and  Utrecht. 
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But  there  is  one  part  of  political  knowletige  which 
is  only  to  be  had  by  inquiry  and  couvereation:  that 
is,  the  present  state  of  every  Power  in  Europe  with 
regard  to  the  three  important  points  of  strength,  rev- 
enue, and  commerce.  You  will,  therefore,  do  well, 
while  you  are  in  Germany,  to  inform  yourself  care- 
fully of  the  military  force,  the  revenues,  and  the  com- 
merce of  every  Prince  and  State  of  tlie  Empire,  and 
to  write  down  those  informations  in  a  little  book  kept 
for  that  particular  purpose.  To  give  you  a  specimen 
of  what  1  mean  : 


THE   ELECTORATE   OP   HANOVER. 

The  revenue  is  about  500,000/.  a-year. 

The  military  establishment,  in  time  of  war,  may  be 

about  20,000  men  ;  but  that  is  the  utmost. 
The  trade  is  chiefly  linens,  exported  from  Stade. 
There  are  coarse  woollen  manufactures  for  home 

consumption. 
The  mines  of  Hartz  produce  about  100,000/.  in 

silver  annually. 

Such  informations  you  may  very  easily  get,  by  proper 
inquiries,  of  every  State  in  Germany,  if  you  will  but 
prefer  useful  to  frivolous  conversations. 

There  are  many  princes  in  Germany  who  keep  very 
few  or  no  troops,  unless  upon  the  approach  of  danger, 
or  for  the  sake  of  profit,  by  letting  them  out  for  sub- 
sidies to  great  Powers :  in  that  case  you  will  inform 
yourself  what  number  of  troops  they  could  raise, 
either  for  their  own  defence,  or  furnish  to  other  powers 
for  subsidies. 

There  is  very  little  trouble,  and  an  in6nite  use,  in 
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acquiring  this  knowledge.  It  seems  to  me  even  to  be 
a  more  enterUiniiig  eutiject  to  talk  upon  than  tapluie 
et  le  beau  lems. 

Though  I  am  SGU^iiblc  these  things  cannot  be  known 
with  tlie  utmost  exactness,  at  least  by  you,  yet  you 
may,  however,  get  m  near  the  truth,  that  the  Jifierence 
will  be  very  immaterial. 

Pray  let  me  know  if  the  Roman  Catholic  worship 
18  tolerated  in  Saxony  anywhere  but  at  C^iirt;  and  if 
public  mass-houses  are  allowed  anywhere  else  in  the 
Electorate.  Are  the  regular  Romish  clergy  allowed; 
and  have  they  any  conveute? 

Are  there  any  military  orders  in  Saxony,  ami  what? 
Is  the  White  Eagle  a  Saxon  or  a  Polish  order?  Upon 
what  ofcasiou,  and  when  was  it  founded  ?  What 
number  of  KnighU? 

Adieu !  God  bless  you ;  and  may  you  turn  out  what 
I  wish! 


Bath,  Harcl)  9,  O.  B,  174«. 

Dear  Bot, 

I  MUST,  from  time  to  time,  remind  you  of  what  I 
have  often  recommended  to  you,  and  of  what  you  can- 
not attend  to  too  much  ;  gofrrijux  to  the  Graces.  The 
different  effects  of  the  same  things,  said  or  done,  when 
accompanied  or  abandoned  by  them,  is  almost  incon- 
ceivable. They  prepare  the  way  to  the  heart;  and 
the  heart  has  such  an  influence  oyer  the  underetaud- 
iug,  that  it  is  worth  while  to  engage  it  in  our  interest. 
It  is  the  whole  of  women^  who  are  guided  by  nothing 
else:  and  it  has  so  much  to  say,  even  with  men,  aud 
the  ablest  men  too,  that  it  commouly  triumplis  in  every 
struggle  with  the  understanding.     Monsieur  de  Roche- 
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fout-ault,  in  hia  Maxims,  says,  ihnt  feitprit  est  souvent 
h  dupe  du  caeur.  If  he  litid  saiil,  inaleati  of  souveniy 
presfjue  loujours,  I  fear  lie  would  have  been  nearer 
the  truth.  This  being  the  case,  aim  at  the  heart. 
Intrinsic  merit  alone  will  not  do :  it  will  o'ain  vou  the 
geueml  esteem  of  all ;  but  not  the  particular  affection, 
that  is  the  heart,  of  any.  To  engage  the  affection  of 
any  particular  person,  you  must,  over  and  above  your 
general  merit,  have  some  jwirtictilar  merit  to  that  per- 
son, by  services  done  or  offereil;  by  expressions  of 
regard  and  esteem  ;  by  complaisance,  attentions,  Ac. 
for  him:  and  the  graceful  manner  of  doing  all  Uiese 
things  opens  the  way  to  the  heart,  and  facilitates,  or 
rather  insures,  their  effects.  From  your  own  observa- 
tion, reflect  wtiat  a  disagreeable  impression  an  awk- 
ward address,  a  slovenly  figure,  an  ungraceful  manner 
of  speaking  whether  stuttering,  muttering,  monotony, 
or  drawling,  an  unatteutive  behaviour,  tfec,  make  upon 
you,  at  first  sight,  in  a  stranger,  and  how  they  preju- 
dice you  against  liim,  though,  for  ought  you  know,  he 
may  have  great  intrinsic  sense  and  merit.  And  re~ 
fleet,  on  the  other  Imnil,  how  nmeh  the  oppositee  of 
all  these  things  prepossess  you,  at  first  sight,  in  favour 
of  those  who  enjoy  them.  You  wish  to  find  all  good 
qualities  in  them,  and  are  in  some  degree  disappointed 
\S  you  do  noL  A  thousand  little  things,  not  sepa- 
rately to  be  defined,  conspire  to  form  these  Graces, 
this  je  ne  s^u  quoi^  that  always  pleases.  A  pretty 
person,  genteel  motions,  a  proper  degree  of  dress,  an 
harmonious  voice,  something  open  and  cheerful  in 
the  countenance,  but  without  laughing;  a  distinct  and 
properly  varied  manner  of  speaking:  all  these  things, 
and  many  others,  are  necessary  ingredieuts  in  the  com- 
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position  of  the  pleasing^e  ne  «fa«J  qnoi,  which  every- 
body feels,  tliough  nobody  can  describe.  Observe 
carefully,  then,  what  displeases  or  jdeasea  you  in  others, 
and  be  persuaded,  that,  in  general,  the  same  things 
will  please  or  displease  them  in  you.  Having  men- 
tioned laughing,  I  must,  particularly  warn  you  against 
it:  and  I  could  heartily  wish  that  you  may  often  be 
seen  to  smile,  but  never  heard  to  laugh  while  you  live. 
Frequent  and  loud  laughter  is  the  characteristic  of 
folly  and  ill  manners:  it  is  the  manner  in  wliicli  the 
mob  express  their  silly  joy  at  silly  things;  and  thoy 
call  it  being  merry.  In  my  mind  there  is  nolliing  bo 
illiberal,  and  so  ill-bred,  as  audible  laughter.  True 
wit,  or  sense,  never  yet  made  anybody  laugh;  they 
are  above  it :  they  please  the  mind,  and  give  a  cheer- 
fulness t«  the  countenance.  But  it  is  low  bufToonery, 
or  silly  accidents,  that  always  excite  laughter;  and 
that  is  what  people  of  sense  and  breeding  should  show 
themselves  above.  A  man's  going  to  sit  down,  in  the 
sup|>osition  that  he  has  a  chair  behind  him,  and  fall- 
ing down  upon  his  breech  for  want  of  one,  sets  a  whole 
company  a  laughing,  when  all  the  wit  in  the  world 
would  not  do  it;  a  plain  proof,  in  my  mind,  how  low 
and  unbecoming  a  thing  laughter  is.  Not  to  mention 
the  disagreeable  noise  that  it  makes,  and  the  shocking 
distortion  of  the  face  tliat  it  occasions.  Laughter  is 
easily  restrained  by  a  very  little  reflection ;  but,  as  Jt 
is  generally  connected  witli  tlie  idea  of  gaiety,  people 
do  not  enough  attend  to  its  absurdity.  I  am  neither 
of  u  melancholy,  nor  a  Cynical  disposition ;  and  am  as 
willing,  and  as  apt,  to  be  pleased  as  anybody ;  but  I 
am  sure  that,  since  I  have  had  the  full  use  of  my  rea- 
son, nobody  has  ever  lieard  me  laugh.     Many  people. 
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Bt  first  from  awkwardness  nnd  mauvaise  kortie,  have 
got  H  very  disjifjreeiible  ami  silly  trick  of  laughing 
whenever  they  speak :  and  I  know  a  man  of  very 
good  parts,  Mr.  Waller,  who  cannot  say  the  common- 
est tiling  witliout  laugliing;  wliicli  makes  those,  who 
do  not  know  him,  take  him  at  first  for  a  natural  fool. 
This,  and  many  other  very  disagreeable  hubits,  are 
owing  to  mautJaise  konte  at  their  first  setting  out  in 
the  worhl.  They  are  ashamed  in  company,  and  so 
disconcerted  that  they  do  not  know  what  they  do,  and 
try  a  thoufiand  tricks  to  keep  themt^elves  in  counte- 
nance; which  tricks  afterwards  grow  habitual  to  them. 
Some  put  their  fingers  in  their  nose,  others  scratch 
their  head,  others  twirl  their  hats;  in  short,  every 
awkward,  ill-bretl  Iwdy  has  his  trick.  But  the  i're- 
qucncy  does  not  justify  the  tiling;  and  all  these 
vulgar  habits  and  awkwardness,  though  not  criminal 
indeed,  are  most  carefully  to  be  guarded  against,  as 
they  are  great  bars  in  the  way  oC  the  art  of  pleasing. 
Remember,  that  to  please,  is  almost  to  prevail,  or  at 
least  a  necessary  previous  step  to  it.  You,  who  have 
your  fortune  to  make,  should  more  particularly  study 
this  art.  You  had  not,  I  must  tell  you,  when  you  left 
England,  Us  manures  pTevenantcs ;  and  1  must  con- 
fess they  are  not  very  common  in  England:  but  I 
hope  that  your  good  sense  will  make  you  acquire  them 
abroad.  If  you  desire  to  make  yourself  cousideruhlc 
in  the  world,  (as,  if  you  have  any  spirit,  you  do,)  it 
must  be  entirely  your  own  doing;  for  I  may  very 
possibly  be  out  of  the  world  at  the  time  you  come 
into  it.  Your  own  rank  and  fortune  will  not  assist 
you  ;  your  merit  and  your  manners  can  alone  raise 
you  to  figure  and  fortune.     1  have  laid  the  founda- 
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tious  of  them,  by  the  eduauion  wliich  I  have  given 
you  ;  but  you  must  build  the  superstructure  yourself. 

I  must  DOW  apply  to  you  for  gome  iDformations 
which  I  dare  say  you  can,  and  which  I  desire  you 
will,  give  me. 

Can  the  Elector  of  Saxony  put  any  of  his  subjecta 
to  death  for  high-treason,  without  bringiug  them  first 
to  their  trial  in  j&ome  public  Court  of  Justice? 

Can  he,  by  his  own  authority,  confine  any  subject 
in  prison  as  long  as  he  pleases,  without  trial  ? 

Can  he  banish  any  subject  out  of  his  dominions  by 
bis  own  authority? 

Can  he  lay  any  (ax  whatsoever  upon  his  subjects 
without  the  consent  of  the  States  of  Saxony?  and 
what  are  those  States?  how  are  they  elected?  what 
Orders  do  they  consist  of?  do  the  Clergy  make  port 
of  them?  and  when,  aud  how  often,  do  they  meet? 

If  two  subjects  of  the  Elector's  are  at  law  for  an 
estate  situated  in  tlie  Electorate,  in  wliat  court  must 
this  suit  be  tried?  aud  will  the  decision  of  that  court 
be  final,  or  does  there  lie  an  ap]>6al  to  the  Imi>erial 
Chamber  at  Wetzlar  ? 

What  do  you  call  the  two  chief  courts,  or  two  chief 
magistrates,  of  civil  and  criminal  justice? 

What  is  the  common  revenue  of  the  Electorate  one 
year  with  another? 

What  number  of  troops  does  the  Elector  now  main- 
tain ?  aud  what  is  the  greatest  number  that  the  Elec- 
torate is  able  to  maintain  ? 

I  do  not  expect  to  have  all  these  questions  answered 
at  once;  but  you  will  answer  thedi  in  proportion  as 
you  get  the  necessary  and  authentic  informations. 

You  are,  you  see,  my  German  oracle ;  and  I  ecu- 
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suit  you  with  eo  mucli  faitli  that  you  need  not,  like 
the  oracles  of  old,  return  ambiguous  answers;  espe- 
(uallv  ns  you  have  this  advantage  over  tliem,  too,  that 
I  only  consult  you  about  paat  and  present,  but  not 
about  what  is  to  come. 

I  wish  you  a  good  Easter  fair  at  Leipsig.  See, 
with  attention,  all  the  shops,  drolls,  tumblers,  rope- 
dancers,  and  hoc  genus  omne:  but  inform  yourself 
more  particularly  of  the  several  parts  of  trade  there. 
Adieu  I 


London,  March  25.  O.  a  1748. 

Dear  Boy, 

1  AM  in  great  joy  at  the  written  and  the  verbal 
account*  which  T  have  received  lately  of  you.  The 
former  from  Mr.  Harte,  the  latter  from  Mr.  Tre- 
vanion,  who  is  arrived  here :  they  conspire  to  con- 
vince me  that  you  employ  your  time  well  at  Leipsig. 
I  am  glad  to  find  you  consult  your  own  interest  and 
your  own  pleasure  so  much ;  for  the  knowledge  which 
you  will  acquire  in  these  two  years  is  equally  neces- 
sary fur  both.  I  am  likewise'  particularly  pleased  to 
find  that  yon  turn  yourself  to  that  sort  of  knowledge 
which  is  more  peculiarly  necessary  for  your  destina- 
tion :  for  Mr.  Harte  tells  me  you  have  read  with  at- 
tention Cailli^res,*  Pecquet,!  ^^d  Kichelieu*s  Letters. 

*  Francis  do  CiJIIidree  wan  OantcilUr  du  Roi,  and  one  of  the  French 
Plenipo:«nllariai  at  the  peace  of  Kyswick.  Amoog  hU  writiaga  la  an 
L£«tay  De  la  Manila  tie  Ntgoeier  avte  le*  Souvfrairu,  d'c,  which  &]>- 
peared  in  L719,  and  which  In  said  to  have  been  tinDalated  into  Euglijth, 
German,  and  Italian. 

t  Antoine  Pecquet  vas  born  nt  ParU  in  170-t.  and  became  Grand- 
ifaUrf  dtM  KtiHJE  et  ForiU  de  Rouen.  The  work  which  Lord  Cheat«rfleld 
refers  lo  appears  to  be  VAri  de  Jfiffocia;  one  of  Pecquet'^  nutneroua 
publiaitiouB. 

Vol.  L  ft 
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The  Memoirs  of  the  Cardinal  de  Ketz  will  both 
entertAin  and  iiislruci  you ;  they  relate  to  a  vory 
interesting  period  of  the  French  history,  the  ministry 
of  Cardinal  Mazarin  (hiring  the  minority  of  Louis 
XIV.  Tlie  charactei-s  of  all  the  considerable  i>eople 
of  that  time  are  drawn,  in  a  short,  strong,  and  moG- 
terly  manner;  and  the  political  reflections,  which  are 
most  of  them  printed  in  Italics,  are  the  justest  tliat 
ever  I  met  with :  they  are  not  the  laboured  reflections 
of  a  systematical  closet  politician,  who,  without  the 
least  experience  of  business,  sits  ut  home  and  writes 
maxims;  but  they  arc  the  reflections  which  a  great 
and  able  man  formed  from  long  experience  and  prac- 
tice in  great  buuiuess.  They  are  true  coueluisioDS, 
drawn  from  facta,  not  from  speculations. 

As  Modern  History  is  ]iarticularly  your  business, 
I  will  give  you  some  rules  to  direct  your  study  of  it. 
It  begins  projxjrly  with  Charlemagne  in  the  year  800; 
but  as,  in  those  times  of  ignorance,  the  priests  aud 
monks  were  almost  the  only  people  that  could  or  did 
write,  we  have  scarcely  any  histories  of  those  times 
but  such  as  they  have  been  pleased  to  ;;ive  us,  wliioh 
are  comjiounds  of  ignorance,  superstition,  and  party 
zeal.  So  that  a  general  notion  of  what  is  rather  sup- 
posed, than  i-cally  known  to  be,  the  history  of  the 
five  or  six  following  centuries,  seems  to  be  sufficient : 
and  much  time  would  be  but  ill  employed  in  a  minute 
attention  to  those  legends.  But  reserve  your  utmost 
care  and  must  diligent  inquiries  for  the  Hftccnth  cen- 
tury and  downwards,  Theu  learning  began  to  revive, 
and  credible  histories  to  be  written  ;  Europe  l}egan  to 
take  the  form,  which,  to  some  degree,  it  still  retains  ; 
at  least,  tlie  foundations  of  the  present  great  Powers 
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of  Europe  were  then  laid.  Louis  tlie  Eleventh  made 
France,  in  truth,  a  monarchy,  or,  as  he  used  to  say 
himself,  h  mit  hors  depose.  Before  his  time  there 
were  independent  provinces  in  France,  as  the  duchy 
of  Briianiiy,  Ac,  whose  princes  tore  it  to  pieces,  and 
kept  it  iu  constant  domestic  confusion.  Louis  the 
Eleventh  reduced  all  these  petty  Btatet*  by  fraud,  force, 
or  marriage;  for  he  scrupled  no  means  to  obtain  his 
ends. 

About  that  time,  Ferdinand,  King  of  Arragon,  and 
Isabella,  liis  wife,  Queen  of  Castile,  united  the  whole 
Spanish  Monarchy,  and  drove  the  Moors  out  of  Spain, 
who  had  till  then  kept  possession  of  Granada.  About 
tliat  time,  too,  the  House  of  Austria  laid  tlie  great 
foundations  of  its  subsequent  power;  first,  by  the 
marriage  of  Maximilian  with  the  Heiress  of  Bur- 
gundy ;  and  then,  by  the  marriage  of  his  son  Philip, 
Archduke  of  Austria,  with  Jane,  the  daughter  of 
Isabella,  Queen  of 'Spain,  and  Heiress  of  that  whole 
kingdom,  and  of  the  West  Indies.  By  the  first  of 
these  marriages,  the  House  of  Austria  acquired  the 
Seventeen  Provinces;  and,  by  the  latter,  Spain  and 
America ;  all  which  centred  in  the  person  of  Charles 
the  Filth,  son  of  the  above-mentioned  Archduke, 
Philip,  the  son  of  Maximilian.  It  was  upon  account 
of  tliese  two  marriages  that  the  following  Latin 
distich  was  made : 


Bella  fi^raiit  iilii,  lu  felix  Austria  Dube, 
Nam  quu  Mare  aliis,  tlat  tibi  regoa  Venus. 

This  immense  jxjwer,  which  the  Emperor  Charles 
the  Fifth  found  himself  possessed  of,  gave  him  a  de- 
sire for  universal  power  (for  people  never  desire  all 
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till  they  have  gotten  a  great  deal),  and  alarmed 
France:  this  sowed  the  seeds  of  that  jealousy  and 
enmity,  which  have  flourished  ever  since  between 
those  two  great  Powers.  Afterwards  the  House  of 
Austria  was  weakened  hy  the  division  made  by 
Charles  the  Fifth  of  its  dominions,  between  his  son 
Philip  the  Second  of  Spaiu,  aud  his  brother  Ferdi- 
nand, and  bus  ever  since  been  dwindling  to  the  weak 
condition  in  which  it  now  is.  This  is  a  most  inter- 
esting part  of  the  history  of  Europe,  of  which  it  is 
absolutely  necessary  that  you  should  be  exactly  and 
minutely  informed. 

There  are,  in  the  history  of  most  countries,  certain 
very  remarkable  eras,  which  deserve  more  particular 
inquiry  aud  attention  than  the  common  run  of  his- 
tory. Such  ifl  the  revolt  of  the  Seventeen  Provinces, 
in  the  reign  of  Philip  the  Second  of  Spain ;  which 
ended  in  forming  the  present  Republic  of  the  Seven 
United  Provinces,  wliose  independency  was  first 
allowed  by  Spain  at  the  Treaty  of  Munstcr.  Such 
was  the  extraordinary  revolution  of  Portugal,  in  the 
year  1640,  in  favour  of  the  present  House  of  Bra- 
ganza.  Such  is  the  famous  revolution  of  Sweden, 
when  Christian  the  Second  of  Denmark,  who  was 
also  King  of  8we<len,  was  driven  out  by  Gustavus 
Vaea,  And  such,  also,  is  that  memorable  era  in 
Denmark,  of  1660;  when  the  States  of  that  kingdom 
made  a  volunt^iry  surrender  of  all  their  right*  aud 
liberties  lo  the  Crown ;  and  changed  that  free  state 
into  the  most  absolute  Monarchy  now  in  Europe. 
The  Ada  Rtgia,  upon  that  occasion,  are  worth  your 
perusing.  These  remarkable  j^riods  of  Modern  His- 
tory deserve  your  particular  attention,  and  most  of 
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Uiem  li»ve  been  treated  singly  by  good  historians, 
which  are  worth  your  reading.  The  revolutions  of 
Sweden,  and  of  Portugal,  ore  most  admirably  well 
written  by  L'Abb^  de  Vertot;  they  are  short,  nnd 
will  iioi  bike  twelve  honre'  reading.  There  is  another 
book  which  very  well  deserves  your  looking  into,  but 
not  worth  your  buying  at  present,  because  it  is  not 
portable ;  if  you  can  borrow,  or  hire  it,  you  should ; 
and  that  is,  VlfUtoire  des  Traith  de  Paixy  in  two 
volumes,  folio,  which  make  part  of  the  Corps  Diplo- 
maiique.  You  will  there  find  a  short  and  clear  his- 
tory, and  the  substance  of  every  treaty  made  in 
Europe,  during  tlie  last  century,  from  the  Treaty  of 
Vervins.  Three  parts  in  four  of  this  book  are  not 
worth  your  reading,  as  they  relate  to  treaties  of  very 
little  im|>ortance ;  but,  if  you  select  the  most  consid- 
erable ones,  read  them  with  attention,  and  take  some 
notes,  it  will  be  of  great  use  to  you.  Attend  chiefly 
to  those  in  which  the  great  Powers  of  Europe  are  the 
parties;  such  as  the  Treaty  of  the  Pyrenees,  between 
France  and  Spain :  the  Treaties  of  Nimeguen  and 
Ryswick;  but,  above  all,  the  Treaty  of  Munster 
should  be  most  circumstantially  and  minutely  known 
to  you,  as  almost  every  treaty  made  since  has  some  ref- 
erence to  it.  For  this,  P^re  Bougeant  is  the  best  book 
you  can  read,  as  it  takes  in  the  thirty  years*  war  which 
preceded  that  treaty.  The  treaty  itself,  which  is  made 
a  perpetual  law  of  the  Empire,  comes  in  the  course  of 
your  lectures  upon  the  Jus  Publicum  Imperii. 

In  order  to  furnish  you  with  materials  for  a  letter, 
and,  at  the  same  time,  to  inform  both  you  and  myself 
of  what  it  is  right  that  we  should  know,  pray  answer 
me  the  following  questions: — 
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How  many  companies  are  there  iu  the  Saxon  regi- 
men te  of  foot? 

How  many  men  in  each  company  ? 

How  many  troops  in  the  regiments  of  horse  and 
dragoons,  and  liow  many  men  in  each  ? 

What  number  of  commissioned  and  non-commis- 
sioned officers  in  a  company  of  foot,  or  in  a  trooj)  of 
horse  or  dragoons? — N.B.  Kon-commissioned  ofllcers 
are  all  those  below  Ensigns  and  Cornets. 

What  is  the  daily  pay  of  a  Baxon  foot  soldier,  dra- 
goon, and  troo|H;r? 

What  are  the  several  ranks  of  the  Etat  Major 
General  f—l^.B.  The  Elai  Major  QHeral  is  every 
thing  above  Colonel.  The  Austrians  have  no  Briga- 
diers, and  the  French  liave  no  Major-Generals,  in 
their  Etat  Major.     What  have  the  Saxona  ? 

Adieu  1 


London,  March  27,  O.  a  1748. 

Deak  Boy, 

This  little  packet  will  be  delivered  to  you  by  one 
Monsieur  Duval,  who  is  going  to  the  fair  at  Leij'teig: 
he  is  a  jeweller,  originally  of  Geneva,  but  who  has 
been  settleil  here  these  eight  or  ten  years,  and  a  very 
sensible  fellow.     Pray  be  very  civil  to  him. 

As  I  advised  you,  some  time  ago,  to  inform  your- 
self of  the  civil  and  military  establislimeuta  of  as 
many  of  the  kingdoms  and  states  of  Enrope  as  you 
should  either  be  in,  yourself,  or  be  able  to  get  au- 
thentic accounts  of,  I  send  you  here  a  little  book,  in 
which,  upon  the  article  of  Hanover,  I  have  pointed 
out  the  short  method  of  putting  down  these  informa- 
tions, by  way  of  helping  your  memory.     The  book 
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being  lettered,  yon  can  inimeiliately  turn  to  whatever 
article  you  want,  and,  by  addiuj:;  interleaves  to  each 
letter,  may  extend  your  minutes  to  what  particulora 
yow  please.  You  may  get  sucli  books  made  any- 
where; and  appropriate  each,  if  you  please,  to  a  par- 
ticular object.  I  have  myself  found  great  utility  in 
this  method.  If  I  bad  known  what  to  have  sent  you 
by  this  opportunity,  I  would  have  done  it.  The 
French  say,  Que  Ui  peiits  prhens  enlreticnncnt 
ramifiif  et  que  les  grands  faut/menlent ;  but  I  could 
not  recollect  that  you  wanted  any  thing,  or  at  least 
any  thing  that  you  cannot  get  as  well  at  Leipsig  aa 
here.  Do  but  continue  to  deserve,  and  I  assure  you 
that  you  sliall  never  want  any  thing  I  can  give. 

Do  not  apprehend  that  my  being  out  of  employ- 
ment may  be  any  prejudice  to  you.  Many  things 
will  happen  before  you  can  be  fit  for  business;  and, 
when  you  are  fit,  whatever  my  situation  may  be,  it 
will  always  be  in  my  power  to  help  you  in  your  first 
steps;  afterwards,  you  raust  help  yourself  by  your 
own  abilities.  Make  yourself  necessary  ;  and,  instead 
of  soliciting,  you  will  be  solicited.  The  thorough 
knowledge  of  foreign  affairs,  the  interests,  the  views, 
and  the  manners  of  the  several  Courts  in  Europe, 
are  not  the  common  growth  of  this  country.  It  is  in 
your  power  to  acquire  them  ;  you  have  all  the  means. 
Adieu  I  Yours. 


London,  April  1,  O.  S.  1748. 

Deab  Boy, 

I  HAVE  not  received  any  letter,  either  from  you  or 
from  Mr.  Harte,  these  three  posts,  which  I  impute 
wholly  to  accidents,  between  this  place  and  Leipsig; 
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and  they  are  distant  enough  to  admit  of  many.     I 
always  Uike  it  for  granted  that  you  are  well,  when  I 
do  not  hear  to  the  contrary ;  besides,  as  I  have  often 
told  you,  T  am  much  more  anxious  about  your  doing 
well,  than  about  your  being  well ;  and,  when  you  do 
not  write,  1  will  suppose  that  you  are  doing  something 
more  useful.     Your  health  will  continue,  while  your 
temperance  continues ;  and,  at  your  age,  Nature  takes 
sufiicient  care  of  the  body,  provided  she  is  left  to 
herself,  and  that  intemperance  on  one  hand,  or  medi- 
cines on  t)ie  other,  do  not  break  in  upon  her.     But  it 
is  by  no  means  so  with  the  mind,  which,  at  your  age 
particularly,  requires  great  and   constant  care,  and 
acme  pliysic.     Every  quarter  of  an  hour,  well  or  ill 
employed,  will  do  it  essential  and  lasting  good  or 
harm.     It  requires,  also,  a  great  deal  of  exercise,  to 
bring  it  to  a  state  of  health  and  vigour.     Observe  the 
difference  there  is  l>etween  minds  cultivated  and  minds 
uncultivated,  and  you  will,  I  am  sure,  think  that  yuu 
cannot  take  too  much  pains,  nor  employ  too  much  of 
your  time  in  the  culture  of  your  own.    A  drayman  is 
probably  born  with  as  good  organs  as  Milton,  Locke, 
or  Newton ;  but,  by  culture,  they  are  much  more  above 
him  tban  he  is  above  his  horse.     Sometimes,  indeed, 
extraordinary  geniuses  have  broken  out  by  the  force  of 
nature,  without  the  assistance  of  education;  but  those 
instances  are  too  rare  for  anybody  to  trust  to;  and 
even  they  would  make  a  much  greater  figure,  if  they 
had  the  advantage  of  education  into  the  bargain.     If 
8hake3i)eare'8  genius  had  been  cultivated,  those  beau- 
ties, which  we  so  justly  admire  in  him,  would  have  been 
undisguised  by  those  extravagancies  and  that  nontiensd 
with  which  they  are  irequcnlly  accompanied.    People 
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fe,  in  general,  wliat  they  are  made,  by  education  and 
company,  from  fifteen  to  five-aud-twenty ;  oousider 
well,  therefore,  the  importance  of  your  next  eight  or 
nine  years — ^your  whole  depends  upon  them.  I  will 
tell  you,  sincerely,  my  hopes  and  my  fears  concerning 
you.  1  think  you  will  be  a  good  scholar,  and  that 
you  will  acquire  a  considerable  slock  of  knowledge  of 
Tarious  kinds;  but  I  fear  that  you  neglect  what  are 
called  little,  though  in  truth  they  are  very  material 
things :  I  mean,  a  gentleness  of  manners,  »n  engaging 
address,  and  an  insinuating  behaviour;  they  are  real 
and  solid  advantages,  and  none  but  those  who  do  not 
know  the  world  treat  them  as  trifles.  I  am  told  that 
you  speak  very  quick,  and  not  distinctly:  tliis  is  a 
most  ungraceful  and  disagreeable  trick,  which  you 
know  I  have  told  you  of  a  thousund  times ;  pray  at- 
tend carefully  to  tlie  correction  of  it.  An  agreeable 
and  distinct  manner  of  speaking  adds  greatly  to  the 
matter ;  and  I  have  known  many  a  very  good  speech 
unregarded,  upon  account  of  the  disagreeable  manner 
in  which  it  has  been  delivered,  and  many  an  indiflercnt 
one  applauded,  for  the  contrary  reason.    Adieu  ! 


London,  April  15,  0.  S.  174S. 

Though  I  have  no  letters  from  you  to  acknowledge 
since  my  last  to  you,  I  will  not  let  three  poets  go  from 
hence  without  a  letter  from  me.  Mv  affection  alwavs 
prompts  mc  to  write  to  you,  and  I  am  encouraged  to  do 
it  by  the  hopes  that  my  letters  are  not  quite  useless. 
You  will  probably  receive  this  in  the  midst  of  the 
divereions  of  Ijeipsig  fair ;  at  which,  Mr.  Harte  tells 
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me,  that  you  are  to  shine  in  fine  clothes,  among  fine 
folks.     I  am  very  glad  of  it,  as  it  is  time  that  you 
shouUl  begin  to  be  formed  to  the  mannere  of  the  world 
in  higher  life.     Courts  are  the  best  schools  for  tliat 
Bort  of  learning.     You  are  beginning  now  with  the 
outside  of  a  Court;  and  there  is  not  a  more  gaudy 
one  than  that  of  Saxony.     Attend  to  it,  and  make 
your  observations  upon  the  turn  and  manners  of  it, 
that  you  may  hereafter  compare  it  with  other  Courts, 
which  you  will  see.     And,  though  you  are  not  yet 
able  to  be  informed,  or  to  judge,  of  the  jiolitical  con- 
duct and  maxims  of  that  Court,  yet  you  may  remark 
the  forms,  the  ceremonies,  and  the  exterior  state  of  it. 
At  least  see  every  thing  that  you  can  see,  and  know 
every  thing  that  you  can  know  of  it,  by  asking  ques- 
tions.   See  likewise  every  thing  at  the   fair,  from 
operas  and   plays,   down   to  the   Savoyards'   raree- 
shows.     Every  thing  is  worth  seeing  once;  and  the 
^luore  one  sees,  the  less  one  cither  wonders  or  adinirci^. 
V    Make  my  compliments  to  Mr.  Hartc,  and  tell  him 
that  I  have  just  now  received  his  letter,  for  which  I 
thank  him.     I  am  called   away,  and   my  letter  is 
therefore  very  much  shortened.     Adieu! 

I  am  impatient  to  receive  your  answers  to  the  many 
^questions  I  have  asked  you. 

BJ^^^  London,  April  26.  0.  8. 1748. 

^p>£AR  Boy, 

B  I  AM  extremely  pleased  with  your  continuation  of 
the  History  of  the  Reformation,  which  is  one  of  those 
important  eras  rhat  deserve  your  utmost  attention, 
,«nd  of  which  you  cannot  he  too  minutely  informed. 
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Yon  have,  doubtless,  ccnsiHcred  the  causes  of  that 
great  event,  and  observed  that  di8a|i|>ointmenl  and 
resentineiit  had  a  mncb  greater  share  in  it^  than  a 
religious  zeal,  or  an  abhorrence  of  the  errors  and 
abuses  of  Po|>ery. 

Luther,  an  Augustin  Monk,  enraged  that  his  Order, 
and  coa-^equently  himself,  had  not  the  exclusive  privi- 
lege of  selling  indulgences,  but  that  the  Dominicans 
were  let  into  a  share  of  that  profiliible  but  iufainous 
trade,  turns  reformer,  and  exclaims  against  the  abuses, 
the  corruption,  and  the  idolatry,  of  the  Church  of 
Rome;  which  were  certainly  gross  enough  for  him 
to  have  seen  long  before,  but  which  he  had  at  least 
acquiesced  in,  till  what  he  called  the  rights,  that  is 
the  profit,  of  his  Order  came  to  be  touched.  It  is 
true,  the  Church  of  Rome  furnished  him  ample  raat^ 
ter  for  complaint  and  reformation,  and  he  laid  hold 
of  it  ably.  This  seems  to  me  the  true  cause  of  that 
great  and  nec^r*isary  work :  but  whatever  the  cause 
was,  the  effect  wsis  good :  and  the  Reformation  spread 
itself  by  its  own  truth  and  fitness ;  was  oonscientiuusly 
received  by  great  numbers  in  Germany,  and  other 
countries;  and  was  soon  afterwards  mixed  up  with 
the  politics  of  princes;  and,  as  it  always  happens  in 
religious  disputes,  became  the  ajjecious  covering  of 
injustice  and  ambition. 

Under  the  pretence  of  crushing  heresy,  as  it  was 
called,  the  House  of  Austria  meant  to  extend  and  es- 
tablish its  power  in  the  empire ;  as,  on  the  other  hand, 
many  Proteatajit  princes,  under  the  pretence  of  extir- 
pating idolatry,  or  at  least  of  securing  toleration, 
meant  only  to  enlarge  their  own  tlominiona  or  privi- 
leges.    These  views  respectively,  among  the  chiefs  on 
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both  sid^,  mHcE-moi  >AliaD  iiiiLJceligioaajactiv^, 
coutinued  what  were  called  the  religious  wars  in  Ger- 
many, almoet  uninterruptedly,  till  the  affairs  of  the 
two  religions  were  finally  settled  by  the  treaty  of 
Munster. 

Were  most  historical  events  traced  up  to  their  true 
causes,  I  fear  we  should  not  find  them  mach  more 
nohlei_aor--disiuter^ted,  than  Idither's  disappointed 
avarice;  and  therefore  I  look  with  some^ contempt 
upon  ^i03C  refining  and  sagacious  historians,  who  as- 
cribe  all,  even  the  most  common  events,  to  some  deep 
political  cause ;  whereas  mankind  is  made  up  of  incon- 
sistencies, and  no  man  acts  invariably  up  to  his  pre- 
dominant character.  The  wisest  man  sometimes  acts 
weakly,  and  the  weakest  sometimes  wisely.  Our  jar- 
ring passions,  our  variable  humours,  nay,  our  greater 
or  lesser  degree  of  health  and  spirits,  produce  such 
contradictions  in  our  conduct,  that,  I  believe,  those  are 
the  ofteuest  mistaken,  who  ascribe  our  actions  to  tlie 
most  seemingly  obvious  motives :  and  I  am  convinced, 
that  a  light  supper,  and  a  good  night's  sleep,  amLa 
fine  morning,  Lave  sometimes  made  a  hero  of  the  same 
man,  who  hy  an  indigestion,  a  resllf'ss  night,  and  a 
rainy  morning,  would  have  proved  a  coward.  Our 
best  conjectures,  therefore,  as  to  the  true  ejpriugs  of 
actions,  are  but  very  uncertain  ;  and  the  actions  them- 
selves are  all  that  we  must  pretend  to  know  from  his- 
tory. That  Ccesar  was  murdered  by  twenty-three 
conspirators,  I  make  no  doubt ;  but  I  very  much  doubt, 
that  their  love  of  liberty,  and  of  their  country,  was 
their  sole,  or  even  principal  motive ;  and  1  dare  say 
that,  if  the  truth  were  known,  we  should  find  that 
many  other  motives  at  least  concurred,  even  in  tlie 
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grent  Bnitua  himself;  eucb  as  pride,  enyy^ j^ereopftl 
pique,  and  <JiBap|>oirit men t.  Nay,  I  cannot  lielp  carry- 
ing my  Pyrrhonism  still  further,  and  extending  it 
ol\en  to  Iiistorical  facts  tlieraselves,  at  least  to  most  of 
the  circumstances  with  which  they  are  related  ;  and 
every  day*fl  experience  confirms  me  in  tliis  histori- 
cal incredulity.  Do_ye  ererJte&r  the  most  recent  »mA^. 
fact  relaled-exactly  in  the  same  way,  by  the  geyeral  ^''^••^ 
people  who  were  at  the  same  time  eye-witnesses  of  it?  " 
No.  One  mistakes,  another  misrepresents ;  and  others 
warp  it  a  little  to  their  own  turn  of  mind,  or  private 
views.  A^man,  who  lias  heen  concerned  in  a  trana- 
actioii„will_not  write  it  fairly;  an^TB^man  who  iias 
n^tjcannot.  But,  notwithstanding  all  this  uncertainty, 
history  is  not  the  less  nece»*^ary  to  be  known ;  as  the 
best  histories  are  taken  for  granted,  and  are  the  fre- 
quent subjects  both  of  conversation  and  writing. 
Though  I  ara  convinced  that  Ccesar's  ghost  never  ap- 
peared to  Brutus,  yet  I  sliould  be  much  ashamed  to 
be  ignorant  of  that  fact,  as  related  by  the  historians 
of  those  times.  Thus  the  Pagan  theology  is  univer- 
sally received  as  matter  for  writing  and  conversation, 
though  believed  now  by  nobody ;  and  we  talk  of 
Jupiter,  Mars,  Apollo,  &c.,  as  gods,  though  we  know 
that,  if  they  ever  existed  at  all,  it  was  only  as  mere 
mortal  men.  This  historical  Pyrrhonism,  then,  proves 
nothing  against  the  study  and  knowledge  of  history; 
which,  of  all  oilier  studies,  is  the  most  necessary  for  a 
man  who  is  to  live  in  the  world.  It  only  points  out 
to  us,  not  to  be  too  decisive  and  peremptory ;  and  to 
be  cautious  how  we  draw  inferences,  for  our  own  prac- 
tice, from  remote  facts,  partially  or  ignoranlly  relate<l ; 
of  which  we  can,  at  best,  but  imperfectly  guess,  and 
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certainly  not  kno^,  the  real  motives.     The  testimonies 
of  ancient  history  must  necessarily  be  weaker  than 
those  of  modern,  as  all  testimony  grows  weaker  and 
weaker,  as  it  is  more  and  more  remote  from  ua.     I 
would  therefore  advise  you  to  study  ancient  history, 
in  general,  as  other  people  do  ;  that  is,  not  to  be  igno- 
rant of  any  of  those  facts  which  are  univei-sally  re- 
ceived upon  the  faith  of  the  best  historians;  and, 
■whether  true  or  false,  you  have  them  as  other  people 
have  them.     But  modern  history,  I  mean  particularly 
that  of  the  three  last  centuries,  is  what  I  would  have 
you  apply  to  with  the  greatest  attention  and  exact- 
ness.    There  the  jirohability  of  coming  at  the  truth 
J8  mucli  greater,  as  the  testimonies  are  much  more  re- 
cent ;  besides,  anecdotes,  memoirs,  and  original  letters, 
often  come  to  the  aid  of  modern  history.     The  best 
memoirs  that  I  know  of  are  those  of  Cardinal  de 
Retz,  which  I  have  once  hefoi-e  reoommended  to  you; 
■-ud  which  I  advise  you  to  read  more  than  once,  with 
attention.     There  are  many  political  maxims  in  these 
memoirs,  most  of  which  are  printed  in  Italics;  pray 
attend  to,  and  remember  them.     I  never  read  them,  bnt 
nay  own  experience  confirms  the  truth  of  them.    Many 
L      of  them  seem  trilling  to  |M3ople  who  are  not  used  to 
^■business;  but  those  who  are,  feel  the  truth  of  them. 
^B     It  is  time  to  put  an  end  to  this  long,  rambling  let- 
^Vter;  in  which,  if  any  one  thing  can  l)e  of  use  to  you, 
^  it  will   more  than  pay  the  trouble  I  have  taken  to 
TTrite  iL     Adieu !     Youib. 
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London.  May  10,  O.  S.  1748. 

Bbab  Boy, 

I  RECKON  that  tliia  letter  will  Hnd  you  just  return- 
ing from  Dresden,  where  you  have  inmie  your  first 
Court  Oiravatw.  What  inclination  for  Courts  this 
taste  of  them  may  have  given  you,  I  cnnnot  tell ;  hut 
this  I  think  myself  sure  of,  from  your  good  sense, 
that,  in  leaving  Dresden,  you  have  left  dissipation 
too;  and  have  resumed,  at  Leipsig,  that  application, 
which,  if  you  like  Courts,  can  alone  enable  you  to 
make  a  good  figure  at  them.  A  mere  courtier,  with- 
out parts  or  knowledge,  is  the  most  frivolous  aud  con- 
temptible of  all  beings ;  as,  on  the  other  hand,  a  man 
of  parts  and  knowledge,  who  acquires  tlie  easy  and 
noble  manners  of  a  Court,  is  the  most  perfect.  It  is 
a  trite,  common-place  observation,  that  Courts  are  the 
seats  of  falsehood  and  dissimulation.  That,  like  many, 
I  might  say  most,  conmiou-place  observations,  is  false. 
Falsehood  and  dissimulation  are  certainly  to  be  found 
at  Courts ;  but  where  are  they  not  to  be  found  ?  Cot- 
tages have  them  as  well  as  Courts,  only  with  worse 
manners.  A  couple  of  neighbouring  farmers,  in  a 
village,  will  contrive  and  practise  as  many  tricks  to 
overreach  each  other  at  the  next  market,  or  to  supplant 
each  other  in  the  favour  of  the  'Squire,  as  any  two 
courtiers  can  do  to  supplant  each  other  in  the  favour 
of  their  prince.  Whatever  poets  may  write,  or  fools 
believe,  of  rural  innocence  aud  truth,  and  of  the  per- 
iidy  of  Courts,  this  is  most  undoubtedly  true — that 
sliepherds  and  ministers  are  both  men;  their  nature  and 
passions  tlie  same,  the  modes  of  them  only  different. 

Having   mentioned   common-place  observations,  I 
will  particularly  caution  you  against  either  using,  be- 
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lieving,  or  approving  them.  They  are  the  common 
topics  of  witlings  and  coxcombs;  those  who  really 
have  wit,  have  the  utmost  contempt  for  them,  and 
scorn  even  to  laugh  at  the  {►en  things  tliat  those 
would-be  wits  say  upon  such  subjects. 

Tleligion  is  one  of  their  favourite  topics;  it  is  all 
priestcraft,  and  an  invention  contrived  and  carried 
1  on  by  priests  of  all  religions,  for  their  own  power  and 
profit:  from  this  absurd  and  false  principle  flow  the 
common-place,  insipid  jokes  and  insults  upon  the 
clergy.  With  these  people,  every  priest,  of  every  re- 
ligion, is  either  a  public  or  a  concealed  unbeliever, 

drunkard,  and  w master;    whereas   I   conceive 

that  priests  are  extremely  like  other  men,  and  neither 
the  better  nor  the  worse  for  wearing  a  gown  or  a  sur- 
plice ;  but,  if  they  are  different  from  other  people, 
probably  it  is  rather  on  the  side  of  religion  and  mor- 
ality, or  at  least  decency,  from  their  education  and 
manner  of  life. 

Another. .common  topic  for  false^it,  and  cold  raiU, 
lery,  is  matrimony.  Every  man  and  his  wife  hate 
each  other  cordially,  whatever  they  may  pretend,  in 
public,  to  the  contrary.  The  husband  certainly  wishes 
his  wife  at  the  devil,  and  the  wife  certainly  cuckolds 
her  husband.  Whereas  I  presume  that  men  and  their 
wives  neither  love  nor  hate  each  other  tbe  more,  upon 
account  of  the  form  of  matrimony  which  has  been 
said  over  them.  The  cohabitation,  indeed,  which  is 
the  consequence  of  matrimony,  makes  them  either 
love  or  hate  more,  accor<lingly  as  they  respectively  de- 
serve it ;  but  that  would  be  exactly  the  »ime  between 
any  man  and  woman  who  lived  together  without 
being  married. 
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These,  and  nmny  other  conimon-plftcc  reflecliona 
upon  nations,  or  professions  in  gcnornl  (which  are  at 
least  ns  often  false  as  true),  are  tlie  poor  refuge  of 
people  who  have  neither  wit  nor  invention  of  tlieir 
own,  but  endeavour  to  Rhine  in  cv>mpnny  hy  second- 
hand finery.  I  always  put  these  pert  jackonnpcses 
out  of  countenance,  by  looking  extremely  grave,  when 
they  expect  lliat  T  should  laugh  at  their  pleasantries; 
end  by  saying  wv//,  and  »o,  as  if  they  had  not  done, 
and  that  the  sting  were  still  to  come.  This  discon- 
certs them,  as  they  have  no  resources  in  themselves, 
and  have  but  one  set  of  jokes  to  live  upon.  Men  of 
parts  are  not  reduced  to  these  shifts,  and  have  the 
utmost  contempt  for  them:  tliey  find  proper  subjet^ts 
enough  for  either  useful  or  lively  conversations;  they 
can  be  witty  without  satire  or  common-place,  and 
serious  without  being  dull.  The  frei^uentation  of 
Courts  checks  this  petulaucy  of  manners;  the  good- 
breeding  and  circumspection  which  are  necessary,  and 
only  to  be  learned  there,  correct  those  pertnesses.  I 
do  not  doubt  but  that  you  are  improved  in  your 
manners,  by  the  short  visit  which  yon  have  made  at 
Dresden;  and  the  other  Courts,  which  I  intend  that 
you  shall  be  better  acquainted  with,  will  gradually 
smooth  you  up  to  the  highest  polish.  In  Courts,  a 
versatility  of  genius,  and  a  softness  of  manners,  are 
absolutely  necessary,  which  some  people  mistake  for 
abject  flattery,  and  having  no  opinion  of  one's  own  : 
whereas  it  is  only  the  decent  and  genteel  manner  of 
maintaining  your  own  opinion,  antl  poesibly  of  bring- 
ing other  people  to  it.  The  manner^ of  doing  things 
is  often  more  important  than  the  things  themselves; 
and  the  very  same  thing  may  become  either  pleasing 
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or  ofiTensive,  by  the  mnnuer  of  saying  or  doing  it. 
Maieriam  superabal  opus  is  oflen  said  of  works  of 
sculpture,  wliere,  though  the  materials  were  valuable, 
as  silver,  gold,  &c.,  the  workmanship  was  still  more 
so.  TYm  holds  true,  applied  to  manners,  which  adorn 
whatever  knowledge  or  i>art3  people  may  have ;  and 
even  make  a  greater  impression  upon  nine  in  ten  of 
mankind,  than  the  intrinsic  value  of  the  materials. 
On  the  other  hand,  remember  that  what  Horace  says 
of  good  writing  is  justly  applicable  to  those  who 
would  make  a  good  figure  in  Courts,  and  distinguish 
themselves  in  the  shining  parts  of  life;  Sapere  eal 
principium  r.l  fons.  A  raiin  who,  without  a  good  fund 
of  knowledge  and  parts,  adopts  a  Court  life,  makes 
the  most  ridiculous  figure  imaginable.  He  is  a  ma- 
chine, little  superior  to  the  Court  clock;  and,  as  this 
points  out  the  hours,  he  points  out  the  frivolous  em- 
ployment of  them.  He  is,  at  moat,  a  comment  u|>on 
the  clock ;  and,  according  to  the  hours  that  it  stril^cs, 
tells  you,  now  it  is  levee,  now  dinner,  now  supper 
time,  &c.  The  end  which  I  propose  by  your  educa- 
tion, and  which  {if  you  please)  I  shall  certainly  at- 
tain, ia,  to  unite  in  you  all  the  knowledge  of  a  scholar, 
with  the  manners  of  a  courtier;  and  to  join,  wliat  is 
seldom  joined  in  any  of  my  countrymen,  books  and 
the  world.  They  are  commonly  twenty  years  old  be- 
fore they  have  spoken  to  anybody  above  their  school- 
master, and  the  Fellows  of  their  college.  If  they 
happen  to  have  learning,  it  is  only  Greek  and  Latin; 
but  not  one  word  of  modern  history,  or  modern  hm- 
guagcs.  Thus  prepared,  they  go  abroad,  as  they  call 
it;  but,  in  Initli,  they  stny  ut  home  all  that  while; 
for  being  very  awkward,  confoundedly  ashamed,  and 
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not  speaking  the  languages,  tLey  go  into  no  foreign 
company,  at  least  none  gwtl;  but  dine  and  sup  with 
one  another  only,  at  the  tavern.  Such  examples,  I 
am  sure,  you  will  not  imitate,  but  even  carefully  avoid. 
You  will  always  take  care  to  keep  the  best  w>mpany 
in  the  place  where  you  are,  which  is  the  only  use  of 
travelling:  and  (by  the  way)  the  pleasures  of  a  gen- 
tleman are  only  to  be  found  in  the  best  company ;  for 
that  riot,  which  low  company  most  falsely  and  impu- 
dently call  pleasure,  is  only  the  seusuality  of  a  swine. 
I  ask  hard  and  uninterrupted  study  from  you,  but 
one  year  more ;  after  that  you  shall  have,  every  day, 
more  and  more  time  for  your  amusements.  A  few 
hours  each  day  will  then  be  sufficient  for  application, 
and  the  others  c&nuoi  be  better  employed  than  in  the 
pleasures  of  good  company.     Adieu  I 


London,  May  17,  0.  8.  1748. 

Deab  Boy, 

I  RECEIVED  yesterday  your  letter  of  the  16tli,  N.S., 
and  have,  in  consequence  of  it,  written  this  day  to 
Sir  Charles  Williams,*  to  thank  him  for  all  the 
civilities  he  has  shown  you.  Your  first  setting  out 
at  Court  lias,  1  find,  been  very  favourable ;  and  his 
Polish  Majesty  has  distinguished  you.     I  hope  you 

*  Sir  Cbarlei  Uanbary  Williama,  who  w»  at  tbi«  time  Britiah 
HiDirit<>r  at  the  Court  of  DrMdan,  Bad  vbose  name  will  fretjuenlly 
recur  in  thiH  Corrc^pnaJeiit-e.  lie  waa  bnm  In  1709,  and  died  irii>aoe 
(it  is  Miid  by  hia  own  baud)  on  tbe  2nd  of  Kovember,  1759.  During 
bia  lifetime  be  wan  not  more  bi^hly  extolled  fur  bis  skill  in  diplo- 
macjr  iban  for  bia  wit  botb  in  coDrer;t&tion  and  in  liffbt  piec<u  of 
poetry;  but  the  collection  of  his  worka,  publbhed  in  lH'i2,  baa  b;  do 
roeana  tended  to  increase,  or  even  confinu,  bis  reputation. 
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received  tbat  mark  oF  didtinction  with  res{>ect  aud 
with  etfiadiness,  wliich  in  tlie  i>ro(>er  Ixihaviour  of  a 
man  of  fashion.  People  of  a  low,  obacurc  education, 
cannot  stand  the  raya  of  greatness:  they  are  fright- 
ened out  of  tlieir  wita  when  Kings  and  great  men 
fipcak  tx)  them ;  they  are  awkward,  ashamed,  and  do 
not  know  what  or  how  to  answer;  whereas  la  hon- 
nites  gens  are  not  dazzled  by  superior  rank ;  ihey 
know  and  pay  all  the  respect  that  is  due  to  it,  but 
they  do  it  without  being  disconcerted,  and  can  con- 
verse just  as  ea>4ily  witli  a  King  as  with  any  one  of 
his  subjects.  That  ia  the  great  advantage  of  being 
introduced  young  into  good  company,  and  being  used 
early  to  converse  with  one's  superiors.  How  many 
men  have  I  seen  here,  who,  after  having  had  the  full 
benefit  of  an  Knglish  education,  first  at  school  and 
then  at  tlie  University,  when  tliey  have  been  pre- 
sented to  the  King,  did  not  know  whetlier  they  stood 
upon  their  heads  or  their  heels  [  If  the  King  spoke 
to  ihem,  they  were  annihilated;  they  trembled,  en- 
deavoured to  put  their  hands  in  their  pockets,  and 
missed  them,  let  their  hats  fall,  and  were  ashamed  to 
take  them  up ;  and,  in  short,  put  themselves  in  every 
attitude  but  the  right,  that  is,  the  easy  and  natural 
one.  The  characteristic  of  a  well-bred  man  is,  to 
converse  with  his  inferiors  without  insolence,  and 
with  his  8uperioi*s  with  respect  uud  with  ease.  He 
talks  to  Kings  without  concern  ;  he  trifies  with  women 
of  the  first  condition,  with  fiimiliarity,  gaiety,  but  re- 
Bpect;  and  converses  with  his  equals,  wliether  he  is 
acquainted  with  them  or  not,  upon  general,  common 
topics,  that  arc  not,  however,  quite  frivolous,  without 
the  least  concern  of  mind,  or  awkwardness  of  body : 
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neither  of  which  can  appear  to  advantage,  but  when 
tliey  are  perfectly  easy. 

The  U?a-thing8  which  Sir  CliaHes  Williflins  has 
given  you,  I  would  liave  you  make  a  present  of  to 
your  Mamma,  and  send  them  to  her  by  Duval,  when 
he  returns.  You  owe  her  not  only  dutv,  but  likewise 
great  obligations,  for  her  care  and  tenderness ;  and, 
consequently,  cannot  take  too  many  opportunities  of 
showing  your  gratitude, 

I  am  impatient  to  receive  yonr  account  of  Dresden, 
and  likewise  your  answers  to  the  many  questions  that 
I  nskcd  you. 

Adieu  for  this  time,  and  God  bless  you  I 


London,  May  27,  O.  8  I74a 

Deab  Bot, 

Tiiia,  and  the  two  next  years,  make  so  important 
a  perio*!  of  your  life,  that  I  cannot  help  repeating 
to  you  my  exhortations,  my  commands,  and  (what 
I  hope  will  be  still  more  prevailing  with  you  than 
either)  ray  earnest  entreaties,  to  employ  them  well. 
Every  moment  thai  you  now  lose,  is  bo  much  char- 
acter and  advantage  lost;  as,  on  the  other  hand, 
every  moment  that  you  now  employ  usefully,  is  so 
much  time  wisely  laid  out,  at  most  prodigious  interest 
These  two  years  must  lay  the  foundations  of  all  the 
knowledge  that  you  will  ever  have;  you  may  build 
upon  them  atYerwarda  as  much  as  you  please,  but  it 
will  be  too  late  to  lay  any  new  ones.  Let  me  beg 
of  you,  therefore,  to  grudge  no  labour  nor  pains  to 
acquire,  in  time,  that  stock  of  knowledge,  without 
which  you  never  can  rise,  but  must  make  a  very  in- 


160 


LORD  CHESTEKPIKLD8    LGTTERB 


Bignificant  figure  in  the  worUl.  Consider  your  own 
gituation ;  you  have  not  the  advauUge  of  rank  and 
fortune  to  bear  you  up ;  I  shall,  very  probably,  be 
out  of  the  world  before  you  can  properly  be  said  to 
be  in  it.  What,  then,  will  you  have  to  rely  on  but 
your  own  merit?  Tiiat  alone  must  raise  you,  and 
that  alone  will  raise  you,  if  you  have  but  enough  of 
iL  I  liave  oflen  heard  and  read  of  oppressed  and 
unrewarded  merit ;  but  I  have  oftener  (I  might  say 
always)  seen  great  merit  make  its  way,  and  meet  with 
its  rewaixl,  to  a  certain  degree  at  least,  in  spite  of 
all  difficulties.  By  racrk  I  mean  the  moral  virtues, 
knowledge,  and  manners;  as  to  the  moral  virtues,  I 
say  nothing  to  you,  they  speak  best  for  themselves; 
nor  can  I  sus(>ect  that  they  want  any  recommendation 
with  you ;  I  will  therefore  ouly  assure  you,  that, 
without  them,  you  will  be  moat  uuhappy. 

As  to  knowledge,  I  have  often  told  you,  and  I  am 
persuaded  you  are  thoroughly  convinced,  how  abso- 
lutely necessary  it  is  to  you,  whatever  your  destination 
may  be.  But  as  knowledge  has  a  most  extensive 
meaning,  and  as  the  life  of  man  is  not  long  enough 
to  acquire,  nor  his  mind  capable  of  entertaining  and 
digesting  all  parts  of  knowledge,  I  will  point  out 
tliose  to  which  you  should  particularly  apply,  and 
which,  by  application,  you  may  make  yourself  perfect 
master  of.  Classical  knowledge,  that  is,  Greek  and 
Latin,  is  absolutely  necessary  for  everybody;  because 
everybody  has  agreed  to  think  and  to  call  it  so.  And 
the  word  illiterate,  in  its  common  acceptation,  means 
a  man  who  is  ignorant  of  those  two  languages.  You 
are  by  this  time,  I  hope,  pretty  near  master  of  both, 
80  that  a  email  part  of  the  day  dedicated  to  them,  for 


TO   HIS  SOlf,  ON   EDUCATION. 


151 


two  years  more,  will  make  you  |>erfect  in  that  stuily. 
Rhetoric,  logic,  a  little  geometry,  and  a  general  no- 
tion of  astronomy,  must,  in  their  turns,  have  tlieir 
hours  too;  not  tliut  I  desire  you  should  be  deep  in 
any  one  of  these;  but  it  is  fit  you  Hhould  know  some- 
thing of  them  all.  The  knowle^lge  more  particularly 
useful  and  necessary  for  you,  considering  your  desti- 
nation, consists  of  modern  languages,  modern  history, 
chronology,  and  geography  ;  the  laws  of  nations,  and 
the  jus  publicinti  Imperii.  You  must  absolutely  Hi>eak 
all  the  modern  languages,  as  purely  and  correctly  as 
the  natives  of  the  respective  countries:  for  whoever 
does  not  speak  a  language  perfectly  and  easily,  will 
never  appear  to  advantage  in  conversation,  nor  treat 
with  others  in  it  upon  equal  terras.  As  for  French, 
you  have  it  very  well  already;  and  must  necessarily, 
from  the  universal  usage  of  that  lauguiige,  know  it 
better  and  better  every  day :  so  that  I  am  in  no  pain 
about  that.  German,  I  suppose,  you  know  pretty 
well  by  this  time,  and  will  be  quite  master  of  it 
before  you  leave  I^eipsig :  at  least  I  am  sure  you  may. 
Italian  and  Spanish  will  come  in  their  turns,  and, 
indeed,  they  are  both  so  easy  to  one  wlio  knows  Latin 
and  French,  thai  neither  of  them  will  cost  you  much 
time  or  trouble.  Modern  history,  by  which  I  mean 
particularly  the  history  of  the  last  three  centuries, 
should  be  the  object  of  your  greatest  and  constant 
attention,  especially  those  parts  of  it  which  relate 
more  immediately  to  the  great  Powers  of  Europe. 
This  study  you  will  carefully  connect  with  chronology 
and  geography ;  that  is,  you  will  remark  and  retain 
the  dates  of  every  important  event;  and  always  read 
with  the  map  by  you,  in  which  you  will  constantly 
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look  for  every  place  mentioned :  this  ia  the  only  way 
of  retaining  geograpliy ;  for,  tliougli  it  is  «oon  learned 
by  the  lump,  yet,  when  only  bo  learned,  it  ia  still 
sooner  forgot. 

Mannere,  though  the  last,  and  it  may  be  the  least 
ingredient  of  real  merit,  are,  however,  very  far  from 
being  iiselesjs  in  its  composition ;  they  adorn  and  give 
an  additional  force  and  lustre  to  both  virtue  and 
knowledge.  They  prepare  and  smooth  the  way  for 
the  i)rogress  of  both ;  and  are,  I  fear,  with  the  bulk 
of  mankind,  more  engaging  than  either.  Remember, 
then,  the  infinite  advantage  of  manners;  cultivate 
and  improve  your  own  to  the  utmost;  good  sense  will 
suggest  the  great  rules  to  you,  good  company  will  do 
the  rest.  TIuis  you  see  how  much  you  have  to  do, 
and  how  little  time  to  do  it  in :  for  when  you  are 
thrown  out  into  the  world,  as  in  a  couple  of  years 
you  must  be,  the  unavoidable  dissipation  of  company, 
and  the  necessary  avocations  of  some  kind  of  business 
or  other,  will  leave  you  no  time  to  undertake  new 
branches  of  knowledge.  You  may,  indeed,  by  a  pru- 
dent allotment  of  your  time,  reserve  some  to  complete 
and  finish  llic  building;  but  you  will  never  find 
enough  to  lay  new  foundations.  I  have  such  an 
opinion  of  your  understanding,  that  I  am  convinced 
you  are  seniiible  of  these  truths;  and  that,  however 
hard  and  laborious  your  present  and  uninterrupted 
application  may  Beem  to  you,  you  will  rather  increase 
than  lessen  it.  For  God's  sake,  my  dear  boy,  do  not 
squander  away  one  moment  of  your  time,  for  every 
moment  may  be  now  most  usefully  employed.  Your 
future  fortune,  character,  and  figure  in  the  world, 
entirely  depend  upon  your  use  and  abuse  of  the  two 
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next  years.  If  you  do  but  employ  them  well,  wliat 
may  you  not  reasonably  expect  to  be  in  time?  and,  if 
you  do  not,  what  may  I  not  reasonably  fear  you  will 
be?  You  are  the  only  one  I  ever  kuew,  of  this 
country,  whose  education  was,  from  the  beginning, 
calculated  for  the  department  of  foreign  affairs:  in 
consequence  of  which,  if  you  will  invariably  pursue, 
and  diligently  qualify  yourself  for  that  object,  you 
may  make  yourself  absolutely  necessary  to  the  Gov- 
ernment; and,  after  having  received  orders  as  a  Min- 
ister abroad,  send  orders,  in  your  turn,  as  Secretary 
of  State  at  home.  Most  of  our  ministers  abroad  have 
taken  up  that  department  occasionally,  without  having 
ever  thought  of  foreign  affairs  before;  many  of  ihera, 
without  speaking  any  one  foreign  language;  and  all 
of  them  without  the  manners  which  are  absolutely 
necessary  towards  l>eing  well  received,  and  making  a 
figure  at  foreign  Courts.  They  do  the  business  ac- 
cordingly— that  is,  very  ill.  They  never  get  into 
tlie  secrets  of  those  Courts,  for  want  of  insinuation 
and  address;  they  do  not  guess  at  their  views,  for 
want  of  knowing  their  interests;  and  at  last,  finding 
themselves  very  unfit  for,  soon  grow  weary  of,  their 
commissions,  and  are  impatient  to  return  home,  where 
they  are  but  too  justly  laid  aside  and  neglected. 
Every  moment's  conversation  may,  if  you  please,  be 
of  use  to  you:  in  this  view,  every  public  event,  which 
is  the  common  topic  of  conversation,  gives  you  an 
op|>ortunity  of  getting  some  information.  For  ex- 
ample; the  preliminaries  of  peace,  lately  concluded 
at  Aix-la-Chai»elle,  will  be  the  common  subject  of 
moat  conversations;  in  which  you  will  take  care  to 
ask  the  proper  questions :  as.  What  is  the  meaning 
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of  the  Asiento  contract  for  negroes  between  England 
and  Spain?  what  the  annual  ship?  when  stipulated? 
upon  what  account  auapeuded?  &c     You  will  like- 
wise inform  yourself  about  Guastalla,  (now  given  to 
Don  Philip*  together  with  Parma  and  Plaeentia,) 
whom  they  belonged  to  before;  what  claim  or  pre- 
tensions  Don   Philip   had   to  them;   what  they  are 
worth  ; — in  abort,  every  tiling  concerning  them.    The 
cessions  made  by  the  Queen  of  Hungary  to  the  King 
of  Sardinia  arc,  by  theee  pi-oliminaries,  confirmed  and 
secured    to   him :   yon   will   inquire,  therefore,  what 
they  are.  and  what  tliey  are  worth.     This  is  the  kind 
of  knowledge  which  you  slmuld  be  moat  thoroughly 
master  of,  and  in  which  conversation  will  help  you 
almost  as  much  as  books:  but  both  are  best.     There 
are  histories  of  every  considerable  treaty,  from  that 
of  Westphalia  to  that  of  Utrecht  inclusively,  nM] 
which  1  would  advise  you  to  read.     Pere  Bougeaut's, 
of  the  Treaty  of  Westphalia,  is  an  excellent  one; 
those  of  Nimeguen,  Ryswick,  and  Utreclit,  are  not  so' 
well  written,  but  are,  however,  very  useful.     L'His- 
ioire  des  TVaith  de  Faix,  in  two  volumes  folio,  which 
1  recommended  to  you  some  time  ago,  is  a  book  that 
you  should  often   consult,  when  you   hear  mention 
made  of  any  treaty  concluded  in   the  seventeenth 
century. 

Upon  the  whole,  if  you  have  a  mind  to  be  consid- 
erable, and  to  shine  hereafter,  yon  must  labour  hard 
now.  No  quickness  of  parts,  no  vivacity,  will  ilo  loDg» 
or  go  fur,  without  a  solid  fund  of  knowledge;  and 
that  fund  of  knowledge  will  amply  repay  all  tliepaii 
that  you  can  take  in  acquiring  it.  Reflect  seriously 
*  InfEDt  or  Spain,  and  hair-brutber  of  Kin;  Ferdioaod  the  BiiUi. 
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within  youreelf  upon  all  this,  and  ask  yourself  whether 
I  can  have  any  view  but  your  interest  in  all  that  I 
recommend  to  you.  It  is  the  result  of  my  experience, 
and  (lows  from  that  tenderness  and  affectio/i  with 
which,  while  you  deserve  them,  I  shall  be 

Yours. 
Make  my  compliments  to  Mr.  Harte,  and  tell  him 
that  I  have  received  his  letter  of  the  24th,  N,8. 


London,  May  81,  O.  S.  1748. 

Dear  Boy, 

I  HAVE  received,  with  great  satisfaction,  your  letter 
of  the  28th,  N.S.,  from  Dresden :  it  finishes  your  short 
but  clear  account  of  the  Keformatiou,  which  is  one  of 
those  interesting  periods  of  modem  history  that  can- 
not be  too  much  studied  nor  too  minutely  known  by 
you.  There  are  many  great  events  in  history,  which, 
when  once  they  are  over,  leave  things  in  the  situation 
in  which  they  found  them :  as,  for  instance,  the  late 
war,  which,  excepting  Uie  establishment  in  Italy  for 
Don  Philip,  leaves  things  pretty  much  in  statu  quo,  a 
mutual  restitution  of  all  acquisitions  being  stipulated 
by  tlie  preliminaries  of  the  peace.  Such  events,  un- 
doubtedly, deserve  your  notice,  but  yet  not  so  mi- 
nutely as  those,  which  are  not  only  important  in  them- 
»elves,  but  equally  (or  it  may  be  more)  important  by 
their  consequences  too.  Of  this  latter  sort  were — the 
progress  of  the  Cliristlan  religion  in  Kuro|ie;  the  in- 
Tasion  of  the  Gotlis;  the  division  of  the  Koman  em- 
pire into  western  and  eastern  ;  the  establishment  and 
rapid  progress  of  Mahometanism ;  and,  lastly,  the 
Reformation  ; — all  which  eveuts  produced  the  greatest 
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changes  in  the  affairs  of  Europe,  and  to  one  or  other 
of  which  the  present  situation  of  all  the  parts  of  it  b 
to  be  traced  up. 

NexJ  to  these,  are  those  events  which  more  imme- 
diately affect  particular  states  and  kingdoms,  and 
which  are  reckoned  merely  local,  though  their  influ- 
ence may,  and  indeed  very  often  does,  indirectly  ex- 
tend itself  further;  such  as  civil  wars  and  revohitions, 
from  which  a  total  change  in  the  form  of  government 
frequently  flows.  The  civil  wars  in  England  in  tlie 
reign  of  King  Charles  I.  produced  an  entire  change 
of  the  government  here,  from  a  limited  monarchy  to 
a  commonwealth  at  first,  and,  afterwards,  to  absolute 
power,  usurped  by  Cromwell  under  the  pretence  of 
protection  and  the  title  of  Protector. 

The  Revolution,  in  168S,  instead  of  changing,  pre- 
served our  form  of  government.,  whicli  King  James 
ir,  intended  to  subvert,  and  establish  absolute  power 
in  the  Crown. 

These  are  the  two  great  epochas  in  our  English 
history,  which  I  recommend  to  your  particular 
attention. 

The  league  formed  by  the  House  of  Guise,  and 
fomented  by  the  artifices  of  Spain,  is  a  most  mat<^rial 
part  of  the  history  of  France.  The  foundation  of  it 
was  laid  in  the  Heign  of  Henry  II.,  but  the  super- 
structure was  carried  on  through  the  successive  reigna 
of  Francis  IL,  Charles  IX.,  and  Henry  HI.,  till  at 
last  it  was  crushed,  partly  by  the  arms,  but  more  by 
the  apostacy,  of  Henry  IV. 

In  Germany  great  events  have  been  frequent,  by 
which  the  Imi>erinl  dignity  has  always  either  gotten 
or  lost;  and  so  far  they  have  affected  tlie  coustituuon 
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of  the  empire.  The  House  of  Austria  kept  that 
dignity  to  iUself  for  near  two  hundred  years,  during 
which  time  it  was  always  attempting  to  extend  its 
power  by  encroaching  upon  tlie  rights  and  privi- 
leges of  the  other  states  of  die  empire;  till,  at  the 
end  of  the  hellu^n  trlccnnale,  the  Treaty  of  Munster, 
of  which  France  is  guarantee,  fixed  the  respecdve 
claims. 

Italy  has  been  constantly  torn  to  pieces,  from  the 
time  of  the  Goths,  by  the  Popes  and  the  anti-Popes, 
severally  supported  by  other  great  powers  of  Europe, 
more  as  their  interest  than  as  their  religion  led  tliem: 
by  the  pretensions  also  of  France  and  the  House  of 
Austria,  upon  Naples,  Sicily,  and  the  Milanese,  not  to 
mention  the  various  lesser  causes  of  squabbles  there 
for  the  little  states,  such  as  Ferrora,  Parma,  Mont- 
ferrat,  &c. 

The  Popes,  till  lately,  have  always  taken  a  consid- 
erable part  and  had  great  influence  in  the  aflairs  of 
Europe :  their  excommunications,  bulls,  and  indul- 
gences stood  instead  of  armies  in  the  times  of  igno- 
rance and  bigotry ;  but  now  that  mankind  is  better 
informed,  the  spiritual  authority  of  the  Pope  is  not 
only  less  regunled,  but  even  despised  by  the  Catholic 
princes  themselves;  and  his  Holiness  is  actually  little 
more  than  Bislmp  of  Kome,  with  large  temporalities, 
which  he  is  not  likely  to  keep  longer  than  till  the 
other  greater  powers  in  Italy  shall  find  their  eonven- 
iency  in  taking  them  from  liim.  Among  the  modern 
Popes,  Leo  X.,  Alexander  VI.,  and  Sixtus  Quintus, 
deserve  your  particular  notice ;  the  first,  among  other 
tilings,  fur  his  own  learning  and  taste,  and  for  his  en- 
couragement of  the  reviving  arts  and  sciences  in  Italy. 
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Under  his  protection  the  Greek  and  Latin  classics  were 
most  excellently  trunslated  into  Italian;  painting 
flourished,  and  arrived  at  its  perfection ;  and  sculp- 
ture came  so  near  the  ancients,  that  the  works  of  his 
tiuie,  botli  in  marble  and  bronzy  are  oovr  called 
an  tico-modcmo. 

Alexander  VI.,  together  with  his  natural  son, 
Csesar  Borgia,  was  famous  for  his  wickedness,  in 
which  he  and  his  son  too  surpassed  all  imagination. 
Their  lives  are  well  worth  your  reading.  Tlioy  were 
poisoned  themselves  by  the  poisoned  wine  which  they 
had  prepared  for  others:  the  father  died  of  it,  but 
Ctesar  recovered. 

Sixtus  V.  was  the  son  of  a  swineherd,  and  raised 
himself  to  the  Popedom  by  his  abilities;  he  was  a 
great  knave,  but  an  able  and  a  singular  one. 

"Here  is  history  enough  for  to-day :  you  shall  have 
some  more  soon.     Adieu  ! 


London,  June  21,  O.  3. 1748. 

Dear  Bot, 

Your  very  bad  enunciation  runs  so  much  in  my 
head,  and  gives  me  such  real  concern,  that  it  will  be 
the  sulyecl  of  this,  and  I  believe  of  many  more  letters. 
I  congratulate  both  you  and  myself  that  T  was  in- 
formed of  it  (as  I  hope)  in  time  to  prevent  it;  and 
shall  ever  think  myself,  as  hereafter  you  will  I  am 
sure  think  yourself,  infinitely  obligetl  to  Sir  Charles 
Williams  for  informing  me  of  it.  Oood  God  !  if  this 
ungraceful  and  disagreeable  manner  of  speaking  had, 
either  by  your  negligence  or  mine,  become  habitual  to 
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you,  OS  in  a  couple  of  years  more  it  would  have  been, 
what  a  Rgurc  would  you  have  made  in  company  or  in 
a  public  assembly !  Who  would  have  liked  you  in 
the  one,  or  have  attended  to  you  in  the  other?  Bead 
what  Cicero  and  Qiiintilian  say  of  enunciation,  and 
see  what  a  stress  they  lay  upon  the  gracefulness  of  it; 
nay,  Cicero  goes  furtlier,  and  even  maintains  that  a 
good  figure  is  necessary  for  an  orator;  and,  particu- 
larly, that  he  must  not  be  va^tug, — that  is,  overgrown 
and  clumsy.  He  shows  by  it,  that  he  knew  mankind 
well,  and  knew  the  powers  of  an  agreeable  figure  and 
a  graceful  manner.  Men,  os  well  as  women,  are  much 
ofteuer  led  by  their  hearts  than  by  their  understand- 
ings. The  way  to  the  heart  ia  through  the  senses; 
please  their  eyes  and  their  ears,  and  the  work  is  half 
done.  I  have  frequently  kuown  a  man's  fortune  de- 
cided for  ever  by  his  first  address.  If  it  is  pleasing, 
people  are  hurried  involuntarily  into  a  persuasion  that 
he  has  a  merit  which  possibly  he  has  not;  as,  on  the 
other  hand,  if  it  la  ungraceful,  they  are  immediately 
prejudiced  against  him,  and  unwilling  to  allow  him 
the  merit  which  it  mav  be  he  has.  Nor  is  this  senti- 
ment  so  unjust  and  uuR'asonable  as  at  first  it  may 
seem ;  for,  if  a  man  has  parts,  he  must  know  of  what 
infinite  consequence  it  is  to  him  to  have  a  graceful 
manner  of  speaking,  and  a  genteel  and  pletising  ad- 
dress: he  will  cultivate  and  improve  them  to  the 
umost.  Your  figure  is  a  good  one;  you  have  no 
natural  defect  in  the  organs  of  speech ;  your  address 
may  be  engaging  and  your  manner  of  speaking  grace- 
ful if  you  will ;  so  that  if  they  are  not  so,  neither  I 
nor  the  world  can  ascribe  it  to  anything  but  your  want 
of  parts.     What  is  the  constant  and  just  oU^rvaliou 
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as  to  all  actors  upon  the  stage?  Is  it  not,  tliat  those 
who  have  the  best  sense  always  ajieak  the  hest,  tliough 
tliey  may  happen  not  to  have  the  best  voices?  They 
yslW  speak  plainly,  distinctly,  and  with  the  proper 
empliasis,  be  their  voices  ever  so  bad.  Had  Roscius 
spoken  guick,  thick,  and  ungracefully,  I  will  answer 
for  it,  tliat  Cicero  would  not  have  thought  him  worth 
theomtion  which  he  made  in  his  favour.  Words  were 
given  us  to  communicate  our  ideas  by;  and  there  must 
be  something  inconceivably  absurd  iu  uttering  tkcm 
in  sucli  a  manner  as  that  either  people  cannot  under- 
stand them,  or  will  not  desire  to  understand  them.  I 
tell  you  truly  and  sincerely,  that  I  shall  judge  of  your 
parts  hy  your  speaking  gracefully  or  ungracefully.  If 
you  have  parb§,  you  will  never  be  at  rest  till  you  have 
brought  yourself  to  a  habit  of  speaking  most  grace- 
fully, for  1  aver  that  it  is  in  your  power.  You  will 
desire  Mr.  Harte,  that  you  may  read  aloud  lo  him 
every  day;  and  that  ho  will  interrupt  and  correct  you 
every  time  that  you  read  too  fust,  do  not  observe  the 
proper  stops,  or  lay  a  wrong  emphasis.  You  will  take 
care  to  open  yonr  teeth  when  you  speak,  to  articulate 
every  word  distinctly,  and  to  beg  of  Mr.  Harte,  Mr. 
Eliot,  or  whomever  you  speak  to,  to  remind  and  stop 
you  if  ever  you  fall  into  the  rapid  and  unintelligible 
mutter.  You  will  even  read  aloud  to  yourself,  and 
tune  your  utterance  to  your  own  ear;  and  read  at  first 
much  slower  than  you  need  to  do,  in  order  to  correct 
yourself  of  that  shameful  trick  of  speaking  faster  than 
you  ought  In  aliort,  you  will  make  it  your  business, 
your  study,  and  your  pleasure,  to  speak  well  if  you 
think  right.  Therefore,  what  I  have  said  in  this  and 
in  my  last  is  more  than  sufficient  if  you  have  sense, 
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Alul  ten  times  moi-e  would  not  be  sufficient  if  you  Imve 
not:  80  here  I  rest  it. 

Kcxt  to  graceful  8j>eaking,  a  genteel  carriage  and  a 
graceful  manner  of  presenting  yourself  are  extremely 
necessary,  for  they  are  extremely  engaging ;  and  care- 
lessness in  these  points  is  much  more  unpardonable  in 
a  young  fellow  than  afiectation.  It  shows  an  offensive 
indifference  about  plejising.  I  am  told  by  one  here, 
who  has  seen  you  lately,  that  you  ore  awkward  in 
your  motions,  and  negligent  of  your  person :  1  am 
sorry  for  both  ;  and  so  will  you,  when  it  will  be  too 
late,  if  you  continue  so  some  time  longer.  Awkward- 
ness of  carnage  is  very  alienating;  and  a  totai  negli'> 
gencc  of  dress  and  air  is  an  impertinent  insult  upon 
custom  and  fashion.  You  remember  Mr.  *  *  *  very 
well,  I  am  sure,  and  you  must  consequently  remember 
bis  extreme  awkwardness;  which,  1  can  assure  you, 
has  been  a  great  clog  to  his  parts  and  merit,  that  have, 
with  much  difficulty,  but  barely  counterbalanced  it  at 
last.  Many,  to  whom  1  have  formerly  comiB*nded. 
him,  have  answereil  me.  That  they  were  sure  he  could 
not  have  parts  because  he  was  so  awkward :  so  much 
are  jieople,  as  1  observed  to  you  before,  taken  by  the 
eye.  Women  have  great  intluence  us  to  a  nmn'd  fash- 
ionable character;  and  an  awkward  roan  will  never 
have  their  votes;  which,  by  the  way,  are  very  numer- 
ous, and  much  oftener  counted  than  weighed.  You 
should  therefore  give  some  attention  to  your  dress,  and 
to  the  gracefulness  of  your  motions.  1  believe,  indeed, 
tliat  you  have  no  i»erfect  model  for  either,  at  Leipsig, 
to  form  yourself  ujjon  ;  but,  however,  do  not  get  a 
habit  of  neglecting  either :  and  attend  properly  to 
both  when  you  go  to  Courts,  where  they  are  very 
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necessary,  and  where  you  will  have  good  masters  and 
good  models  for  both.  Your  exercises  of  riding, 
fencing,  and  dancing,  will  civilize  and  fashion  your 
body  aud  your  limbs,  and  give  yon,  if  you  will  but 
take  it,  fair  d'un  homiHe  homme, 

I  will  now  conclude  with  suggesting  one  reflection 
to  you ;  which  is,  that  you  should  be  sensible  of  your 
good  fortune  in  having  one  who  interests  himself 
enough  in  you  to  inquire  into  your  faulU  in  order  to 
inform  you  of  them.  Nobody  but  myself  would  be 
so  solicitous  either  to  know  or  cori-ect  them,  so  that 
you  might  consequently  be  ignorant  of  them  yourself; 
for  our  own  self-love  draws  a  thick  veil  between  us 
and  our  faults.  Ent  when  you  hear  yours  from  me, 
you  may  be  sure  that  you  hear  them  from  one  who 
for  your  sake  only  desires  to  correct  them  ;  from  one 
whom  you  cannot  suspect  of  any  partiality  but  in 
your  favour;  and  from  one  who  heartily  wishes  that 
his  care  of  you,  as  a  father,  may  in  a  little  Lime  render 
every  care  unnecessary  but  that  of  a  friend.    Adieu  I 

P.S. — I  condole  with   you  for  the  untimely  and 
violent  death  of  the  tuneful  Alatzel.* 


*  TbU  cataeUoplic  is  bettt  illuKUated  bj  tlie  letter  uid  the  lines  of 
8ir  Cbarles iiaiibury  Williims: 

Dbar  Stanbopk,  Dresden,  13th  June,  1748. 

A  cuBaED  large,  frightfal,  blood-thirsty,  horrible,  fierce  block  cat 
got  into  my  room  ou  Saturda}*  night;  and  yo8t«rday -morning  wc  found 
acme  few  remains  of  Mnlr^el ;  but  traces  ooougb  to  prove  be  bad  been 
murdered  \a  the  oiKbt  by  that  infemal  cat.  Steveas  cried,  Dick 
tursed  and  awore,  and  I  stood  dotnb  with  grier;  which  I  believe 
wtmid  have  chokfd  me,  if  I  had  not  given  vent  to  it  in  the  foltninng 
Ode;  which  I  have  addressed  to  yuu,  to  make  vou  thf^  only  auiendi  iti 
my  power  for  the  Iom  of  wenaible,  obedient,  lia/raoiiiuu»  M&tzel. 
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London,  July  1,0.8.1748. 

Boy, 

I  AM  extremely  well  pleased  with  the  course  of 
studies  which  Mr.  Harte  infonus  rae  you  are  now  in, 
and  with  the  degree  of  applicaliou  which  l)e  assures 


TO  rmLfp  sTi^aopB,  bsqttibb, 

Upon  the  death  of  Ik{atz«l,  a  favourite  Ballfinch,  that  was  mine,  and 

which  he  hud  the  revereioa  of,  whenever  I  left  Dreedeo. 

Fungar  inani 

Manere. 

I. 
Try  not,  my  Stanhope,  'tis  !n  vain, 
To  fttop  your  tenn,  to  hide  your  pain, 

Or  check  your  honest  rage. 
Qiva  sornnr  and  revenge  their  Kope ; 
My  present  joy,  your  future  hope, 
Lie«  murdcr'd  in  his  cage. 

n. 

Matiet's  uo  moro Ye  Graces,  Lores, 

Ye  Linnebi,  Nightingales,  and  Doves, 

Attend  th'  antimely  bier. 
Jjti  every  sorrow  be  exprest ; 
Beat  with  your  wingH  each  nionroful  breut, 

And  drop  Uio  uat'ral  tear. 

nx. 

For  thee,  ray  Bird,  the  sacred  Nine, 
Who  loved  thy  tuneftil  notes,  shall  join 

In  thy  Ainereal  verso. 
My  p&iofiil  task  shall  be  to  write 
Th'  eternal  dirge  which  they  indite. 

And  hang  it  on  thy  hearse. 

rv. 
In  height  of  song,  in  beauty's  pride, 
By  fell  Orimalkin's  claws  he  died; 

But  vengeance  shall  have  way: 
On  pains  and  torture  I'll  reHne ; 
Yet,  Matzcl,  that  one  death  of  thine 

Uis  nine  will  ill  repay. 
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me  you  have  to  thera.  It  i3  your  intcnst  to  do  bo,  as 
the  advantage  will  be  all  your  own.  My  affection  for 
you  wakes  me  both  wish  and  endeavour  that  you  may 
turn  out  well ;  and  according  as  you  do  turn  out,  I 
shall  be  either  proud  or  ashamed  of  you.  But  as  to 
mere  interest,  in  the  common  acceptation  of  that  word, 
it  would  be  mine  that  you  should  turn  out  ill ;  for  you 
may  depend  upon  it  that  whatever  you  have  from  me 
shall  be  most  exactly  proportioned  to  your  desert. 
Deserve  a  great  deal,  and  you  sliall  have  a  great  deal; 
deserve  little,  and  you  shall  have  but  a  little ;  and  be 
good  for  nothing  at  all,  and,  I  assure  you^  you  shall 
have  nothing  at  all. 

Solid  knowledge,  as  I  have  often  told  you,  is  the 
first  and  great  foundation  of  your  future  fortune  and 
character;  for  I  never  mention  to  you  the  two  much 
greater  points  of  religion  and  morality,  because  I  can- 
not possibly  suspect  you  as  to  either  of  them.  Thia 
solid  knowledge  you  are  ia  a  fair  way  of  acquiring; 
you  may  if  you  please;  and  I  will  add,  that  nobody 


In  vito  I  loved,  in  valu  I  mourn. 
My  bird,  who,  never  to  return, 

Is  fled  to  happier  ahsdes ; 
Wber«  I^vabia's  shall  for  him  prepare 
The  place  moet  oharmlDg  and  oiost  Mr 

or  all  Ui'  Elysian  gUdn. 

VI. 

There  fthnll  thy  noten  in  cypren  gum 
800U10  wretched  ghouls  Ihat  died  lor  love. 

There  ahall  thy  plaintive  straiu 
Lull  Iroploiu  Pbiedra'a  endlnn  grief. 
To  Procria  yield  some  abort  relief, 

And  aoftea  Dido'a  pain. 
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ever  had  the  means  of  acquiring  it  more  in  their  power 
than  you  have.  But  remember  that  manners  must 
adorn  knowledge,  aud  smooth  its  way  through  tlie 
world.  Like  a  great  rough  diamond,  it  may  do  very 
well  in  a  closet  by  way  of  curiasity,  and  also  for  its 
intrinsic  value ;  but  it  will  never  be  worn,  nor  shine, 
if  it  is  not  polished.  It  is  ut)Ou  this  article,  I  confess, 
tbat  I  suspect  you  the  most,  which  makes  me  recur  to 
it  so  oflcn ;  for  I  fear  that  you  are  apt  to  show  too 
little  attention  to  everybody,  and  too  much  contempt 
to  man}'.  Be  convinced,  that  there  are  no  persons  so 
insignificant  and  inconsiderable  but  may,  some  time 
or  other,  and  in  something  or  other,  have  it  in  their 
power  to  be  of  use  to  you,  which  they  certainly  will 
not  if  yon  have  once  shown  them  contempt.  Wrongs 
are  often  forgiven,  but  contempt  never  is;  our  pride 
remembers  it  for  ever :  it  implies  a  discovery  of  weak- 
nesses which  we  are  much  more  careful  to  conceal 
than  crimes.  Many  a  man  will  confess  his  crimes  to 
a  common  friend,  but  I  never  knew  a  man  who  would 
tell  his  silly  weaknesses  to  bis  most  intimate  one;  as 
many  a  friend  will  tell  us  our  faults  without  reserve, 
who  will  not  so  much  as  hint  at  our  follies.  That  dis- 
covery is  too  mortifying  to  our  self-love,  either  to  tell 
another,  or  to  be  told  of  one's  self.  You  must  there- 
fore never  expect  to  hear  of  your  weaknesses  or  yonr 
follies  from  anybody  but  me;  those  I  will  take  pains 
to  discover,  and  whenever  I  do  shall  tell  you  of  them. 
Next  to  Manners,  are  exterior  graces  of  person  and 
address;  which  adorn  Manners,  as  Manners  adorn 
Knowledge,  To  say  that  they  please,  engage,  and 
charm,  as  they  most  indisputably  do,  is  saying  that 
one  should  do  every  thing  possible  to  acquire  them. 
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The  graceful  manner  of  speaking  is,  particularly,  what 
I  shall  always  hollow  in  your  ears,  as  Hotspur  hol- 
lowed Mortimer  to  Henry  IV. ;  and,  like  him,  too,  I 
have  aimed  to  have  a  Starling  taught  to  say,  speak 
distinctly  and  ^raceftdfyt  and  send  him  you,  to  replace 
your  loss  of  the  unfortunate  Matzel ;  who,  by  the  way, 
I  am  told,  spoke  his  language  very  distinctly  and 
gracefully. 

As  by  this  time  you  must  be  able  to  write  German 
tolerably  well,  1  desire  that  you  will  not  fail  to  write 
a  German  letter,  in  the  German  character,  once  every 
fortnight,  to  Mr.  Grevenkop ;  which  will  make  it 
more  familiar  to  you,  and  enable  me  to  judge  how 
you  improve  in  it 

Do  not  forget  to  answer  me  the  questions  which  I 
asked  you  a  great  while  ago,  in  relation  to  the  consti- 
tution of  Baxony ;  and  also  the  meaning  of  the  words 
Landsassii  and  Amptsassii, 

I  hope  you  do  not  forj^et  to  inquire  into  the  affairs 
of  Trade  and  Commerce,  nor  to  get  the  best  accounts 
you  can,  of  the  commodities  and  manufactures,  exports 
and  imports,  of  the  several  countries  where  you  may 
be,  and  their  gross  value. 

I  would  likewise  have  you  attend  to  the  respective 
coins,  gold,  silver,  copper,  &c.,  and  their  value,  com- 
pared with  our  coins ;  for  which  purpose,  I  would  ad- 
vise you  to  put  up,  in  a  separate  piece  of  paper,  one 
piece  of  every  kind,  wherever  you  shall  be,  writing 
upon  it  the  name  and  the  value.  Such  a  (»>llection 
will  be  curious  enough  in  itself;  and  that  sort  of 
knowledge  will  be  very  useful  to  you  in  your  way  of 
business,  where  the  different  value  of  money  often 
comes  in  question. 
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T  am  S'^iiig  to  Clieltenliam  to-niorrow,  less  for  my 
health,  which  ia  pretty  good,  thuu  for  the  dissipatiou 
and  amusement  of  the  journey.  I  shall  ainy  about  a 
fortnight. 

UAbbd  Mably's  Droit  de  VEuropCj  which  Mr. 
Uarte  is  bo  kind  as  to  send  me,  is  worth  your  reading. 
Adieu] 


ClieUeuham,  July  6,  0.  S.  1748. 

Dear  Boy, 

YoUK  school -fellow.  Lord  Pulteney,*  set  out  last 
week  for  Holland,  and  will,  I  believe,  be  at  Leipsig 
soon  after  this  letter :  you  will  take  care  to  be  extremely 
civil  to  him,  and  to  do  him  any  service  that  you  can, 
wliile  you  stay  there ;  let  him  know  that  I  wrote  to 
you  to  do  so.  As  being  older,  he  should  know  more 
than  yon;  in  that  case  take  pains  to  get  up  to  him; 
but,  if  he  does  not,  take  cskm  not  to  let  him  feel  his 
inferiority.  He  will  find  it  out  of  himself,  without 
your  endeavours;  and  that  cannot  be  helped:  but 
nothing  i.s  more  insulting,  more  mortifying,  and  lees 
forgiven,  than  avowedly  to  take  pains  to  make  a  man 
feel  a  mortifying  inferiority  in  knowledge,  rank,  for- 
tune, Ac.  In  the  two  last  articles,  it  is  unjust,  they 
not  being  in  his  power;  and,  in  the  first,  it  is  both 
ill-bred  and  ill-naturetl.  Good-breeding,  and  good- 
nature, do  incline  us  ratlier  to  help  and  raise  people 
up  to  ourselves,  than  to  mortify  and  depress  them: 
and,  in  truth,  our  own  private  interest  concurs  in  it, 
as  it  is  making  ourselves  so  many  friends,  instead  of 

*  tx>rd  Pulteney  wu  bod  of  the  celebrateft  ftalesman  William 
Pultencf,  created,  in  1742,  Earl  of  Bath.  Itut  I,or(I  I'ulicney  died 
before  his  lather,  at  wboee  decease,  in  1764,  the  title  became  exttoct. 
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eo  many  enemies.  The  constant  practice  of  what  tlie 
French  call  les  aUerUiwis,  is  a  most  necessary  ingre- 
dient in  the  art  of  pleasing ;  they  flatter  the  self-love 
of  those  to  whom  they  are  shown  ;  they  engage,  they 
captivate,  more  than  things  of  ranch  greater  impor- 
tance. The  duties  of  social  life,  every  man  is  obliged 
to  discharge;  but  these  attentions  are  voluntary  acts, 
the  freewill  offerings  of  good-breeding  and  good- 
nature; they  are  received,  remembered,  and  returned 
as  such.  Women,  particularly,  have  a  right  to  them  ; 
and  any  omission,  in  that  respect^  is  downright  ill- 
hreeding. 

Do  you  employ  your  whole  time  in  the  most  useful 
manner?  I  do  not  mean,  do  you  study  all  day  long? 
nor  do  I  require  it.  But  I  mean,  do  you  make  the 
most  of  the  respective  allotments  of  your  time  ?  While 
you  study,  is  it  with  attention?  When  you  divert 
yourself,  is  it  with  spirit?  Your  divei*sions  may,  if 
you  please,  employ  some  part  of  your  time  very  use- 
fully. It  depends  entirety  upon  the  nature  of  them. 
If  they  are  futile  and  frivolous,  it  is  time  woi-se  than 
lost,  for  they  will  give  you  an  habit  of  futility.  All 
gaming,  Geld-sports,  and  such  sort  of  amusements, 
where  neither  the  underetandiug  nor  the  senses  have 
the  least  share,  I  look  upon  as  frivolous,  and  as  tlie 
resources  of  little  minds,  who  either  do  not  think,  or 
do  not  love  to  think.  But  the  pleasures  of  a  man  of 
parti!,  either  flutter  the  senses,  or  improve  the  mind; 
I  ho|>e,  at  least,  that  there  is  not  one  minute  of  the 
day  in  which  you  do  notiiing  at  all.  Inaction,  at  your 
age,  is  unpardonable. 

Tell  me  what  Greek  and  Latin  books  you  can  now 
read  with  ease.     Can  yuu  open  Demoethenes  ut  a  ven- 
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ture,  and  understand  him?  Can  you  get  tlirougb  an 
Oration  of  Cicero,  or  a  Satire  of  Horace,  without 
difficulty  ?  What  German  book  do  yon  read,  to  make 
youreelf  master  of  tliat  language  ?  And  wluit  French 
books  do  you  read  for  your  amusement?  Pray  give 
me  a  particular  and  true  account  of  all  this;  for  I  am 
not  indifferent  as  to  any  one  thing  that  relate«i  to  you. 
As,  for  example,  I  liojie  you  take  great  care  to  keep 
your  whole  jierson,  particularly  your  mouth,  very 
clean :  common  decency  requires  it;  besides  that, 
great  clejinliness  is  very  couducive  to  healtli.  But  if 
you  do  not  keep  your  mouth  excessively  clean,  by  wash- 
ing it  carefully  every  morning,  and  after  every  raeal, 
it  will  not  only  be  apt  to  smell,  which  is  very  disgust- 
ing and  indecent,  but  your  teeth  will  decay  and  ache, 
which  is  both  a  great  loss  and  a  great  pain.  A  spruce- 
ness  of  dress  is  also  very  proper  and  becoming  at  your 
age;  as  the  negligence  of  it  implies  an  indifferency 
about  pleasing,  which  does  not  become  a  young  fellow. 
To  do,  whatever  you  do  at  all,  to  the  utmost  perfec- 
tion, ought  to  bo  your  aim,  at  this  time  of  your  life: 
if  you  can  reach  perfection,  so  nmch  the  better;  but, 
at  least,  by  atteraptiug  it,  you  will  get  much  nearer 
than  if  you  never  attempted  it  at  all. 

Adieu !     Speak  <frctcefuUy  and  disthwlly,  if  you 
intend  to  converse  ever  with  Youra. 


P.8. — As  I  was  making  up  my  letter,  I  received 
yours  of  tlie  6th  N.S.  I  like  your  dissertation  upon 
Preliminary  Articles,  and  Truces.  Your  definitions 
of  both  are  true.  Those  are  matters  of  which  I  would 
bave  you  be  master;  they  belong  to  your  future  de- 
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partment  But  remember,  too,  that  they  are  mattera 
upon  which  you  will  much  oftener  have  occasion  to 
speak  than  to  write;  and  that,  consequently,  it  is  full 
as  necessary  to  speak  gracefully  and  distinctly  upon 
them,  as  to  write  clearly  and  elegantly.  I  find  no 
authority  among  the  ancienlH,  nor  indeed  among  the 
moderns,  for  indistinct  and  unintelligible  utterance. 
The  Oracles  indeed  meaned  to  be  obscure;  hut  then 
it  was  by  the  ambiguity  of  the  expression,  and  not 
by  the  inarticulation  of  the  words.  For,  if  people 
had  not  thought,  at  least,  they  undei'stood  theni,  they 
would  neither  have  froqueuted  nor  presented  them  as 
they  did.  There  was  likewise,  among  the  ancients, 
and  is  still  among  the  moderns,  a  sort  of  people  called 
Vcntnhqui,  who  s|>eak  from  their  bellies,  or  make  tlie 
voice  seem  to  come  from  some  other  part  of  the  room 
thaai  that  where  they  are.  But  these  Ventrilofim 
speak  very  distinctly  and  intelligibly.  The  only 
thing,  then,  tiiat  I  c^n  find  like  a  precedent  for  your 
way  of  8|>eakiug  (and  I  would  willingly  help  you  to 
one  if  I  could)  is  the  modern  art  de  Pemjler  practised 
with  great  success  by  the  pcfiin  maUres  at  Paris.  This 
noble  art  consists  in  picking  out  some  grave,  serious 
man,  who  neither  understands  nor  expects  ("aillcry, 
and  talking  to  him  very  quick,  and  in  inarticulate 
sounds;  while  the  man,  who  thinks  that  lie  either  did 
not  hear  well,  or  attend  sufficiently,  says,  Moimeur  or 
Plait'ilf  a  hundred  times;  which  affords  matter  of 
much  rairtli  to  those  ingenious  gentlemen.  Whether 
you  would  follow  this  precedent  I  submit  to  you. 

Have  you  carried  no  English  or  French  comedies 
or  tragedies  with  you  to  Leipsig?  If  you  have,  1  in- 
sist u{H}n  your  reciting  some  passages  of  them  every 
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flay  to  Mr.  Harte,  in  the  most  dialinct  fliid  graceful 
manner,  as  if  you  were  acting  them  upon  a  staj^e. 

The  first  part  of  my  letter  is  more  than  an  answer 
to  your  question  concerning  Lord  Pulteney. 


Loadoa,  July  26,  O,  S.  1748. 

Dear  Boy, 

Theee  are  two  sorts  of  understandings;  one  of 
which  hinders  a  man  from  ever  being  considerable, 
and  the  other  cornnionly  makes  him  ridiculous;  I 
mean,  the  lazy  mind,  and  the  trifling,  frivolous  mind. 
Yours,  I  hope,  is  neither.  The  lazy  mind  will  not 
take  the  trouble  of  going  to  the  Iwttom  of  any  thing ; 
but,  discouraged  by  the  first  difficulties,  (and  every 
thing  worth  knowing  or  having  is  attended  with  some,) 
stops  short,  contents  itself  with  easy,  and,  consequently, 
superficial  knowledge,  and  prefers  a  great  degree  of 
ignorance  to  a  small  <legree  of  trouble.  These  people 
either  think,  or  represent,  mo3t  thing«  as  impossible; 
whereas  few  things  are  so,  to  industry  and  activity. 
But  difficulties  seem  to  them  impossibilities,  or  at  least 
they  pretend  to  think  them  so,  by  way  of  excuse  for 
their  laziness.  An  hour's  attention  to  the  same  object 
is  too  laborious  for  them ;  they  take  every  thing  in 
the  light  in  which  it  first  presents  itself,  nercr  consider 
it  in  all  its  different  views ;  and,  in  short,  never  think 
it  thorough.  The  consequence  of  this  is,  that,  when 
they  come  to  speak  upon  these  subjects  before  people 
who  have  considered  them  with  attention,  they  only 
discover  tlicir  own  ignorance  and  laziness,  and  lay 
themselves  open  to  answers  that  put  them  in  confu- 
sion.    Do  not  then  be  discouraged  by  the  first  difli- 
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cultics,  but  contra  audetUtor  ilo  ;  and  resolve  to  go  to 
the  bottom  of  n\\  those  things  which  every  gentle- 
man ought  to  know  well.  Those  arta  or  sciences, 
which  nre  peculiar  to  certain  professions,  need  not  be 
deeply  known  by  those  who  are  not  intended  for  those 
professions.  As  for  instance;  fortification  and  navi- 
gation ;  of  botli  wldch,  a  siiperBcial  and  general 
knowledge,  such  as  the  common  course  of  conversa- 
tion, with  a  very  little  inquiry  on  your  part,  will  give 
you,  18  sufficient.  Though,  by  the  way,  a  little  more 
knowledge  of  fortification  may  be  of  some  use  to  you  ; 
as  the  events  of  war,  in  sieges,  make  many  of  the 
terms  of  that  science  occur  frequently  in  common  con- 
versations ;  and  one  would  be  sorry  to  say,  like  the 
Marquis  de  Mascarille,  in  Molidre's  Preciexises  Ridi' 
cities,  when  he  hears  of  uTie  demie  JJune ;  Ma  foi, 
c^Hoil  bif-n  une  hunt  touU  enlt^re.  But  those  things 
which  every  gentleman,  independently  of  profeaaion, 
should  Jtnow,  he  ought  to  know  well,  and  dive  into 
all  the  depths  of  them.  Such  are  languages,  history, 
and  geography  ancient  and  modern ;  philosophy,  ra- 
tional logic,  rhetoric ;  and,  for  you  particularly,  the 
constitutions,  and  the  civil  and  military  state  of  every 
country  in  Europe.  Tliis,  I  confess,  is  a  pretty  large 
circle  of  knowledge,  attended  with  some  diflBculties, 
and  requiring  some  trouble ;  which,  however,  an  active 
and  industrious  mind  will  overcome,  and  be  amply 
repaid.  The  trifling  and  frivolous  mind  is  always 
busied,  hut  to  little  purpose ;  it  takes  little  objects  for 
great  ones,  and  throws  away  upon  trifles  that  time 
and  attention,  which  only  important  things  deserve. 
Knick-knacks,  butterflies,  shells,  insects,  &c  are  the 
objects  of  their  most  serious  researchee.     They  con- 
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template  the  dress,  not  the  diaractei-s,  of  the  company 
they  keep.  They  attend  more  to  the  decorations  of  a 
play,  than  to  the  sense  of  it ;  and  to  the  ceremonies 
of  a  Court,  more  than  to  its  politics.  8uch  an  em- 
ployment of  time  is  an  absolute  loss  of  it.  You  have 
now,  at  most,  three  years  to  employ,  either  well  or  ill ; 
for,  aa  I  have  often  told  you,  you  will  be  all  your  life, 
what  you  shall  be  three  years  hence.  For  God's  sake, 
then,  reflect:  will  you  throw  away  this  time,  either  in 
laziness,  or  in  trifles  ?  Or  will  you  not  rather  employ 
every  moment  of  it  in  a  manner  that  must  so  soon  re- 
ward you,  with  80  much  pleasure,  figure,  and  char- 
acter? I  cannot,  I  will  not,  doubt  of  your  choice. 
Read  only  useful  books;  and  never  quit  a  subject 
till  you  are  thoroughly  master  of  it,  but  read  and 
inquire  ou  till  then.  When  you  ore  in  company, 
bring  the  conversation  to  some  useful  subject,  but  d 
porUe  of  that  company.  Points  of  history,  matters 
of  literature,  the  customs  of  particular  countries,  the 
several  Orders  of  Knighthood,  as  Teutonic,  Maltese, 
Ac.  are  surely  better  subjects  of  conversation  than  the 
weather,  dress,  or  fiddle-fadtlle  stories,  that  carry  no 
information  along  with  them.  The  characters  of 
Kings  and  great  men  are  only  to  be  learnetl  in  cou- 
versation ;  for  they  are  never  fairly  written  during 
their  lives.  This,  therefore,  is  an  entertaining  and 
instructive  subject  of  conversation,  and  will  likewise 
give  you  iin  opportunity  of  observing  how  very  differ- 
ently characters  are  given,  from  the  different  passions 
and  views  of  those  who  give  them.  Never  be  ashamed 
nor  afraid  of  asking  questions;  for  if  they  lead  to 
information,  and  if  you  accompany  them  with  some 
excuse,  you  will  never  be  reckoned  an  impertinent  or 
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rude  questioner.  All  those  things,  in  the  common 
course  of  life,  depend  entirely  upon  the  manner;  and 
in  tliat  respect  the  vulgar  saying  is  true,  "  That  one 
"  man  may  better  steal  a  horse,  than  another  look  over 
"  the  hedge."  There  are  few  things  that  may  not  be 
said  in  some  manner  or  other;  either  in  a  seeming 
confidence,  or  a  genteel  irony,  or  introduced  with  wit : 
and  one  great  part  of  the  kuowletlge  of  the  world 
consist*  in  knowing  when,  and  where,  to  make  use  of 
these  different  manners.  The  graces  of  the  person, 
the  countenance,  and  the  way  of  speaking,  contribute 
so  much  to  this,  that  I  am  convinced,  the  very  same 
thing,  said  by  a  genteel  person,  in  an  engaging  way, 
and  gracefully  and  distinctly  spoken,  wouUl  please; 
which  would  shock,  if  muttered  out  by  an  awkward 
figure,  with  a  sullen,  serious  countenance.  Tlie  poets 
always  represent  Venus  as  attended  hy  the  three 
Graces,  to  intimate  that  even  Beauty  will  not  do  with- 
out. I  think  they  should  huve  given  Minerva  three 
also;  for,  without  them,  I  am  sure,  learning  is  very 
unattractive.  Invoke  them,  then,  distinctly ^  to  accom- 
pany all  your  words  and  motions.     Adieu  I 


P.S. — Since  I  wrote  what  goes  before,  I  have  re- 
ceived your  letter,  of  no  date,  with  the  enclosed  state 
of  the  Prussian  forces:  of  which  I  hope  you  have 
kept  a  copy ;  this  you  should  lay  in  a  porie-fmilie, 
and  add  to  it  all  the  military  establishments  that  you 
can  get,  of  other  states  and  kingdoms:  the  Saxou 
establishment  you  may,  doubtless,  easily  find.  By  the 
way,  do  not  forget  to  send  me  answers  to  the  questions 
which  1  sent  you  some  time  ago,  concerning  both  the 
civil  and  the  ecclesiastical  affaira  of  Saxony. 
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Do  not  mistake  mo,  nnd  think  I  only  raenn  that 
you  sliould  sj)e«k  elegantly  with  regard  to  style  and 
tlie  purity  of  lanjijiiftge ;  but  I  mean,  that  you  should 
deliver  and  pronounce  what  you  say,  graeefiilly  and 
distinctly;  for  which  purpose,  I  will  have  you  fre- 
quently read,  very  loud,  to  Mr.  Harte,  recite  parts  of 
orations,  and  speak  passages  of  plays.  For,  without 
a  graceful  and  pleasing  enunciation^  all  your  elegancy 
of  style,  in  s^ieaking,  is  not  worth  one  farthing. 

I  am  vci-y  glad  tliat  Mr.  Lyttelton  approves  of  my 
new  house,  and  particularly  of  my  Oinonical  pillars. 
My  bust  of  Cicero  is  a  very  fine  one,  and  well  pre- 
served; it  will  have  the  best  place  in  my  library, 
unless,  at  your  return,  you  bring  me  over  aa  good  a 
modern  head  of  your  own  ;  which  I  should  like  still 
better.  I  can  tell  you  that  I  shall  examine  it  as 
attentively  as  ever  antiquary  did  an  old  one. 

Make  ray  compliments  to  Mr.  Harte,  whose  recovery 
I  rejoice  at. 


London,  Angvst  2,  O.  S.  1748. 

Dkar  Boy, 

Duval,  the  jeweller,  is  arrived,  and  was  with  me 
three  or  four  days  ago.  You  will  easily  imagine  that 
I  asked  him  a  few  questions  concerning  you ;  and  I 
will  give  you  the  satisfaction  of  knowing,  that,  upon 
the  whole,  I  was  very  well  pleased  with  the  account  he 
gave  me.  But,  though  he  seemed  to  he  much  in  your 
interest,  yet  he  fairly  owned  to  me,  that  your  utterance 
was  rapid,  thick,  and  ungraceful.  I  can  add  nothing 
to  what  I  have  already  said  upon  thi.s  subject ;  but  I 
can  and  do  rejieat  the  absolute  necessity  of  speaking 
distinctly  and  gracefully,  or  else  of  not  speaking  at 
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all,  and  having  recoui'se  to  sign^.  lie  tclln  me  that 
you  are  pretty  fat  for  one  of  your  age :  this  you  should 
attend  to  in  a  proper  way;  for  if,  while  very  young, 
you  should  grow  fat,  it  would  be  troublesome,  unwhole- 
some, and  ungraceful :  you  should  therefore,  when  you 
have  time,  take  very  strong  exercise,  and  in  your  diet 
avoid  fattening  things.  All  malt  liquors  fatten,  or  at 
least  bloat ;  and  I  hope  you  do  not  deal  much  in  them. 
I  look  upon  wine  and  water  to  be,  in  every  I'espect, 
much  wholesomer. 

Duval  says,  there  is  a  great  deal  of  very  good  com- 
pany at  Madame  Valentin's,  and  at  another  lady's,  I 
think  one  Madame  Ponce's,  at  Leipsig.  Do  you  ever 
go  to  either  of  those  houses,  at  leisure  times?  It 
would  not,  in  my  mind,  be  amiss  if  you  did;  and 
would  give  you  a  habit  of  ailenlions:  they  area  trib- 
ute which  all  women  expect,  and  which  all  men,  who 
would  be  well  received  by  them,  must  pay.  And, 
whatever  the  mind  may  be,  manners,  at  least,  are 
certainly  improved  by  the  company  of  women  of 
fashion. 

I  have  formerly  told  you,  that  you  should  inform 
yourself  of  the  several  Orders,  whether  military  or 
religious,  of  the  respective  countries  whci'e  you  may 
be.  TIic  Teutonic  Order  is  the  great  Order  of  Ger- 
many, of  which  I  send  you  enclosed  a  short  account. 
It  may  serve  to  suggest  questions  to  yon,  for  more 
particular  inquiries,  as  to  the  present  state  of  it:  of 
which  you  ought  to  be  minutely  Juformed.  The 
Knights  at  present  make  vows,  of  which  they  observe 
none,  except  it  be  that  of  not  marrying;  and  their 
only  object  now  is  to  arrive,  by  seniority,  at  the  0>m- 
manderien  in  their  respective  provinces,  which  are, 
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many  of  tliein,  very  lucrative.  Tlie  Order  of  MaltA 
is,  by  a  very  few  years,  prior  to  the  Teutonic,  and 
owes  its  foundation  to  the  same  causes.  These  Knights 
were  first  ctiUcd  Knights  Hospitaliers  of  St.  Jolm  of 
.Tera'5alem,  then  Kniglits  of  Khodcs;  and,  in  the  year 
1530,  Knights  of  Malta,  the  Emperor  Charles  V. 
having  granted  them  that  inland,  u{>on  condition  of 
their  defending  his  island  of  Sicily  against  the  Turks, 
which  they  effectually  did.  L'Abb<5  de  Vertot  has 
written  the  History  of  MaUa,  but  it  is  the  least  valu- 
able of  all  his  works;  and,  moreover,  too  long  for  you 
to  read.  But  there  is  a  short  history  of  all  the  mili- 
tary Orders  -whatsoever,  which  I  would  advise  you  to 
get;  as  there  is  also  of  all  the  religious  Orders;  l»th 
which  are  wortli  your  having,  and  consulting  when- 
ever you  meet  with  any  of  them  in  your  way.  as  you 
will  very  frequently  iu  Catliolic  countries.  For  my 
own  part,  I  fuul  that  I  remember  things  much  better, 
when  I  recur  to  my  books  for  them  upon  some  partic- 
ular occasion,  than  by  reading  them  tout  de  mile. 
As,  for  example,  if  I  were  to  re^d  the  history  of  all 
the  military  or  religious  Orders  regularly,  one  after 
another,  the  latter  puts  the  former  out  of  my  head; 
but  when  I  read  the  history  of  any  one,  \x\K)n  account 
of  its  having  been  the  object  of  conversation  or  dis- 
pute, I  remember  it  much  better.  It  is  the  same  in 
geography,  where,  looking  for  any  particular  place  in 
the  map,  upon  some  particular  account,  fixes  it  in 
one's  memory  for  ever.  1  hope  you  have  worn  out 
your  maps,  by  frequent  use  of  that  sort.     Adieu  I 


P.  S. — I  have  this  moment  received  your  letter  of 

the  4th,  N.  S.,  and  have  only  time  to  tell  you,  that  1 
Vol.  I.  12 
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can  by  no  means  agree  to  your  cutting  off  your  hair, 
I  am  very  sure  that  your  lieatlnclis  cannot  proceed 
from  tlience ;  and  as  for  the  pimples  upon  your  head, 
they  are  only  owing  to  the  heat  of  the  season,  and 
consequently  will  not  last  long.  But  your  own  hair 
is,  at  your  age,  such  an  ornament,  and  a  wig,  how- 
ever well  made,  such  a  disguise,  that  1  will  upon 
no  account  whatsoever  have  you  cut  off  your  hair. 
Nature  did  not  give  it  you  for  nothing,  still  less  to 
catise  you  the  headach.  Mr.  Eliot's  hair  grew  so  ill 
and  bushy,  that  lie  was  in  the  right  to  cut  it  oft'.  But 
you  have  not  tlie  same  reason. 


London,  Auguat  23,  O.  6.  174S. 

Dear  Boy, 

YouB  friend  Mr.  Eliot  has  dined  with  me  twice 
since  I  returned  hither;  and  I  can  say  with  truth, 
that,  while  I  hud  the  Seals,  I  never  examine<l  or 
sifted  tt  Btate-prisoner  witli  so  much  care  and  curiasity 
as  I  did  him.  Nay,  I  did  more;  for,  contrary  to  the 
laws  of  this  country,  1  gave  him,  in  some  manner,  the 
Qticstion  ordinary  and  extraordinary;  and  1  have 
inlinite  pleasure  in  telling  you  that  the  rack  which  I 
put  him  to  did  not  extort  from  him  one  single  word 
that  was  not  such  as  I  wished  to  hear  of  you.  I 
lieartily  congratulate  you  upon  such  an  advantageous 
testimony  from  so  creditable  u  witness.  Ltiudan  a 
laudato  viro  is  one  of  the  greatest  pleasures  and 
honours  a  rational  being  can  have;  may  you  long 
continue  to  deserve  it!  Your  aversion  to  drinking 
and  your  dislike  to  gaming,  which  Mr.  Eliot  assures 
me  are  both  very  strong,  give  me  the  greatest  joy 
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ihiap^inable  for  your  sake ;  as  the  former  vrouUl  ruin 
both  your  constitution  and  understanding,  and  ttie 
latter  vour  fortune  and  character.  Mr.  Harle  wrote 
me  word  some  time  ago,  and  ^[r.  Eliot  confirms  it 
now,  that  you  employ  your  pin-money  in  a  very  dif- 
ferent manner  from  that  in  which  pin-mouey  in  com- 
monly lavished;  not  in  gewgaws  and  baubles^  hut  in 
buying  good  and  useful  books.  This  is  an  excellent 
symptom,  and  gives  me  very  good  hopes.  Qo  on 
llius,  my  dear  hoy,  bnt  for  these  two  next  years,  and 
I  ask  no  more.  You  must  then  make  such  a  figure 
and  such  a  fortune  in  the  world  as  I  wish  you,  and 
as  I  have  taken  all  these  pains  to  enable  you  to  do. 
After  that  time,  I  allow  you  to  be  as  idle  as  ever  you 
please;  because  I  am  sure  that  you  will  not  then 
please  to  be  bo  at  all.  The  ignorant  and  the  weak 
only  are  idle;  but  those  who  have  once  acquired  a 
good  stock  of  knowledge  always  desire  to  increase  it. 
Kno\¥ledge  is  like  power  in  tliis  respect,  that  those 
who  have  the  most  are  most  desirous  of  having  more. 
It  does  not  cloy  by  possession,  but  increases  desire, 
which  is  tlie  caae  of  very  few  pleasures. 

Upon  receiving  this  congratidatory  letter,  and  read- 
ring  your  own  praises,  I  am  sure  that  it  must  naturally 
>ccur  to  you  how  great  a  share  of  them  you  owe  to 
Mr.  Harte's  care  and  attention ;  and,  conse^juently, 
that  your  regard  and  affection  for  him  must  increase, 
if  there  be  room  for  it,  in  proportion  us  you  reap, 
whicii  you  do  daily,  the  fruils  of  his  labours. 

I  must  not,  however,  conceal  from  you  that  there 
was  one  article  in  which  your  own  witness,  Mr.  Eliot, 
faltered ;  for,  njwn  my  quentioning  him  home  as  to 
your  manner  of  speaking,  he  could  not  say  that  your 
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utterance  was  either  <liatinct  or  graceful.  I  liave 
alread}*  said  so  much  to  you  upon  this  point  that  I 
can  add  nothing.  I  will  therefore  only  repeat  this 
truth,  which  is,  That  if  you  will  not  speak  distinctly 
and  gracefully,  nobody  will  de?ire  to  hear  you. 

I  am  glad  to  learu  that  AbW  Mal)Iy*a  Droit  Public 
de  VEurope  makes  a  part  of  your  evening  amuse- 
ments. It  is  a  very  useful  book,  and  gives  a  clear 
deduction  of  the  affairs  of  Europe,  from  the  Treaty 
of  Munster  to  this  time.  Pray  read  it  with  attention, 
and  with  the  proper  majM,  always  recurring  to  them 
for  the  several  countries  or  towns  yielded,  taken,  or 
restored.  P6re  Bougeant's  third  volume  will  give 
you  the  best  idea  of  the  Treaty  of  Muiister,  and  open 
to  you  the  several  views  of  the  belligerent  and  con- 
tracting parties ;  and  there  never  were  greater  tlmn 
at  that  time.  The  House  of  Austria,  in  the  war  im- 
mediately preceding  that  treaty,  intended  to  make 
itself  absolute  in  the  empire,  and  to  overthrow  the 
rights  of  the  respective  states  of  it.  The  view  of 
France  was,  to  weaken  and  dismember  the  House  of 
Austria  to  such  a  degree,  as  that  it  should  no  longer 
be  a  counterbalance  to  that  of  Bourbon.  Bwenlen 
wanted  possessions  upon  the  continent  of  Germany, 
not  only  to  supply  the  necessities  of  its  own  poor  and 
barren  country,  but  likewise  to  hold  the  balance  in 
the  empire  between  the  House  of  Austria  and  the 
states.  The  House  of  Brandenburg  wanted  to  aggran- 
diae  itself  by  pilfering  in  the  fire;  changed  sides  oe- 
casiunally,  and  made  a  good  bargain  at  last,  for  I 
think  it  got,  at  the  peace,  niue  or  ten  Bishofis  secu- 
larized. So  that  we  may  date  from  the  Treaty  of 
Muntjter  the  decline  of  tlte  House  of  Austria,  the 
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great  power  of  tlie  House  of  Bourbon,  and  the  ag- 
grandizement of  that  of  Brandenburg;  and  I  am 
much  mistaken  if  it  stops  where  it  is  uovr. 

Make  my  compliments  to  Lord  Pulteney,  to  whom 
I  would  liave  vou  he  not  only  attentive  but  useful,  by 
setting  him  (in  case  he  wants  it)  a  good  example  of 
applicAtiou  and  temperance.  I  begin  to  believe  that, 
as  I  shall  be  proud  of  you,  others  will  1>g  proud  too  of 
imitating  you.  Those  expectations  of  mine  seem  so 
well  grounded,  that  my  disappointment,  and  conse- 
quently my  anger,  will  he  so  much  the  greater  if  they 
fail ;  but,  as  things  stand  now,  I  am  most  afiectioa- 
ately  and  tenderly  Yours, 

London,  August  30,  O.  S.  1748. 

Dear  Bot, 

Your  reflections  upon  the  conduct  of  France,  from 
the  Treaty  of  Munster  to  this  time,  are  very  just; 
and  I  atii  very  glad  to  find  by  them  that  you  not 
only  read,  but  that  you  thiuk  and  reflect  upon  what 
you  read.  Many  great  readers  load  their  memories 
without  exercising  their  judgments,  and  make  lum- 
ber-rooms of  their  heads,  instead  of  furnishing  them 
usefully:  facts  are  heaped  upon  facts  without  order 
or  distinction,  and  may  justly  be  said  to  co!n|H)8e  that 
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Quam  Uixeru  cIiacm. 

Go  on,  then,  in  the  way  of  reading  that  you  are  in; 
take  nothing  for  granted  upon  the  bare  authority  of 
tlie  author,  but  weigh  and  consider  in  your  own  mind 
tlie  probability  of  the  facts  and  the  justness  of  the 
reflections.     Consult  diflerent  authora  upon  tlie  same 
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facta,  and  form  yonr  opinion  upon  the  greater  or 
lesser  degree  of  probability  arising  from  tbe  whole, 
which,  in  my  mind,  is  the  utmost  atretch  of  histori- 
cal faith:  certainty  (T  fear)  not  being  to  be  found. 
Wlum  an  historian  pretends  to  give  you  the  causes 
and  motives  of  the  events,  compare  those  causes  and 
motives  with  the  characters  and  interests  of  the 
parties  concerned,  and  judge  for  yourself  whether 
they  oorre8i>ond  or  not.  Consider  whether  you  can- 
not assign  others  more  probable;  and  in  that  exami- 
nation do  not  despise  some  very  mean  and  trifling 
causes  of  the  actions  of  great  men ;  for  so  variouB 
and  inconsistent  is  human  nature,  so  strong  and  so 
changeable  are  our  passions,  so  fluctuating  are  our 
wills,  and  so  much  are  our  minds  iaflueuced  by  the 
accidents  of  our  Ixniies,  that  every  man  is  more  the 
man  of  the  day  than  a  regular  and  consequential 
character.  The  best  have  something  bad,  and  some* 
thing  little;  the  worst  have  something  good,  and 
sometimes  something  great;  for  I  do  not  Iwtieve  what 
Velleius  Paterculus  (for  the  sake  of  saying  a  pretty 
thing)  says  of  Scipio,  Qui  nihil  non  laudandum  aui 
fecit,  aut  dixit,  ant  sermt.  As  for  the  relied  ions  of 
historiaus,  with  which  they  think  it  necessary  to  in- 
terlard their  histories,  or  at  least  to  conclude  thoir 
chapters  (and  which,  in  the  French  histories,  are 
always  introduced  with  a  tant  it  est  vrai,  and  in  the 
Knglish,  80  true  it  it),  do  not  adopt  them  implicitly 
uptiu  the  credit  of  tlie  author,  but  analyse  tliem  your- 
self, and  judge  whether  they  arc  true  or  not. 

But,  to  return  to  the  politics  of  France,  from  which 
I  Iiave  digressed : — you  Imve  certainly  made  one  far- 
ther reflection,  of  an  advantage  whicli  France  has. 
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over  and  nbove  its  abilities  in  the  cabinet,  and  the 
skill  of  its  negotiators;  which  is  (if  I  may  use  the  ex- 
pression) its  sofeness,  continuity  of  riches  and  [wwer 
within  itself,  and  tlie  nature  of  its  govei'nmenL 
Near  twenty  raillione  of  pet>ple,  and  the  ordinary 
revenue  of  alwve  thirteen  millions  sterling  a-year, 
are  at  the  absolute  disposal  of  the  Crown.  This 
is  what  no  other  Power  in  Europe  can  say ;  so  that 
different  Powers  must  now  unite  to  make  a  balance 
against  France;  which  union,  though  formed  u|H)n 
the  principle  of  their  comoion  interest,  can  never  be 
80  intimate  as  to  comjxwe  a  machine  so  compact  and 
simple  as  that  of  one  grent  kingdom,  directed  by  one 
will,  and  moved  by  one  interests  The  Allied  Powers 
(as  we  have  constantly  seen)  have,  besides  the  com- 
mon and  declare<l  object  of  their  ulliauce,  some  sepa- 
rate and  concealed  view,  to  which  they  often  sacrifice 
the  general  one  ;  which  makes  them,  cither  directly 
or  indiructly,  pull  difiercut  ways.  Thus,  the  design 
upon  Toulon  failed,  in  the  year  1706,  only  from  the 
eeeret  view  of  the  House  of  Austria  upon  Naples; 
which  made  the  Court  of  Vienna,  notwithstanding 
the  reprHicntations  of  the  other  Allied  to  the  contrary, 
send  to  Naples  the  12,000  men  that  would  have  done 
the  business  at  Toulon.  In  this  last  war,  too,  the 
same  causei^  had  the  same  effects:  the  Queen  of  Hun- 
gary, in  secret,  thought  of  nothing  but  recovering 
Silesia,  and  what  she  had  lost  in  Italy;  and  therefore 
never  sent  half  that  quota,  which  she  promised  and 
we  paid  for,  into  Flanders ;  but  left  tliat  country  to 
the  Maritime  Powers  to  defend  as  they  could.  The 
King  of  Sardinia's  real  object  was  Savona,  and  all 
the  Riviera  di  Ponente;  for  which  reason  he  con- 


184 


LORD  CnESTEUFJELD*8  I^fnTKRB 


curred  so  lamely  in  the  invasion  of  Provence :  where 
the  Queen  of  Hungary,  likewise,  did  not  send  one- 
third  of  the  force  stipulated ;  engrossed  as  she  was,  by 
her  oblique  views  upon  the  plunder  of  Geuoa,  and 
the  recovery  of  Naples.  Insomuch  that  the  expe- 
dition into  Provence,  which  would  have  distressed 
France  to  the  greatest  degree,  and  have  caused  a 
great  detachment  from  their  army  in  Flanders,  failed 
shamefully,  for  want  of  every  thing  necessary  for  its 
success.  Suppose,  therefore,  any  four  or  five  Powers, 
who,  all  together,  shall  be  equal,  or  even  a  little  su- 
perior, in  riches  and  strength,  to  that  one  Power 
against  which  they  are  united ;  the  advantage  will 
still  be  greatly  on  the  side  of  that  single  Power,  be- 
cause it  is  but  one.  The  power  and  riclies  of  Charles 
V.  were,  in  themselves,  certainly  superior  to  those  of 
Francis  I.;  and  yet,  u])on  the  whole,  he  was  not  an 
overmatch  for  him.  Charles  V.'s  dominions,  great  as 
they  were,  were  sciittei-ed  and  remote  from  each  other; 
their  constitutions  difierent;  and,  wherever  he  did 
not  reside,  disturbances  arose :  whereas  the  compact- 
ness of  France  made  up  the  diflereuce  in  the  streiigth. 
This  obvious  reflection  convinced  meof  the  absunlity 
of  the  Treaty  of  Hanover,  in  1725,  between  France 
and  England,  to  which  the  Dutch  afterwards  acceded; 
for  it  was  made  upon  the  apprehensions,  either  real 
or  pretended,  that  the  marriage  of  Bon  Carlos  with 
the  eldest  Archduchess,  now  Queen  of  Hungary,  was 
settled  in  the  Treaty  of  Vienna,  of  the  same  year, 
between  B\mn  and  the  late  Emperor,  Charles  VI. ; 
which  marriage,  those  consummate  politicians  said, 
would  revive  in  Europe  the  exorbitant  power  of 
Charles  V.    I  am  sure  I  heartilv  wish  it  had;  as,  in 
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that  case,  there  had  been,  what  there  certainly  is  not 
now, — one  Power  in  Europe  to  counterbalance  that  of 
France;  and  tlien  tlie  Maritime  Powers  would,  in  re- 
ality, have  held  the  balance  of  Europe  in  their  hands. 
Even  supposing  that  the  Austrian  power  would  then 
have  been  uu  overmatch  for  tbat  of  France;  which 
(by  tlie  way)  is  not  clear ;  the  weight  of  the  Maritime 
Powers,  then  thrown  into  the  scale  of  France,  would 
infallibly  have  made  the  balance  at  le^st  even.  In 
which  case,  too,  the  moderate  efforts  of  the  Maritime 
Powers,  on  the  side  of  France,  would  have  been  suffi- 
deot;  wliereas,  now,  they  are  obliged  to  exhaust  and 
beggar  themselves,  and  that  too  Inelfectually,  in  hopes 
to  support  the  shattered,  beggared,  and  insufficient 
House  of  Austria. 

This  has  been  a  long  political  dissertation,  but  I  am 
informed  that  political  subjects  are  your  favourite 
ones;  which  I  am  glad  of,  considering  your  destina- 
tion. You  do  well  to  get  your  materials  all  ready, 
before  you  begin  your  work.  As  you  buy,  and  (T  am 
told)  read,  books  of  this  kind,  I  will  point  out  two  or 
three  for  your  purchase  and  perusal ;  I  am  not  sure 
tbat  I  have  not  mentioned  them  before;  but  that  is 
no  matter,  if  yon  have  not  got  them.  Metn&irespour 
Itervir  ii.  CHuioire  du  17**  Siecle-^  ia  a  most  useful 
book  for  you  to  recur  to,  for  all  the  facts  and  chro- 
nology of  that  century ;  it  is  in  four  volumes  octavo, 
and  very  correct  and  exact.  If  I  do  not  mistake,  I 
have  formerly  reeommende<l  to  you,  Les  MSmoire^du 
Cardinal  de  Retzj  however,  if  you  have  not  yet  read 
tliem,  pray  do,  and  with  the  attention  they  deserve. 
You  will  there  find  the  best  account  of  a  very  inter- 
testing  period  of  the  minority  of  Louis  XIV.     The 
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cliaracters  ai-e  drawn  short,  bnt  in  a  stronfj  and 
masterly  mnuner;  and  the  political  reflections  are 
the  only  just  and  practical  ones,  that  I  ever  saw  in 
print;  they  are  all  well  wortli  your  traiiseribiiii;.  he 
Ooinmerca  des  AncicnSy  par  Monsieur  Iluet,  Eveque, 
d'Aiyranche,  in  one  little  volume  octavo,  is  wortli  your 
perusal,  as  oommerce  is  a  very  considerable  part  of 
political  knowledge.  I  need  not,  I  am  sure,  suggest 
to  you,  when  you  read  the  course  of  Commerce,  either 
of  the  ancients  or  of  the  moderns,  to  follow  it  ui)on 
your  map ;  for  there  is  no  other  way  of  remcmliering 
Geography  correctly,  than  by  looking  perpetually  in 
the  nmp  for  the  places  one  reads  of,  even  though  one 
knows  before,  pretty  neurly,  where  they  are. 

Adieu  I  As  all  the  accounts  which  I  receive  of 
you  grow  better  and  l^etter,  so  I  grow  more  and  more 
affectionately  yours. 


London,  September  5,  O.  S.  1748, 
Deah  Boy, 

I  HAVE  received  yours,  with  the  inclnscd  German 
letter  to  Mr.  Grevenkoj>,  wliicli  he  assures  me  is  ex- 
tremely well  written,  considering  the  little  time  that 
you  have  applied  yourf*elf  to  that  Inngunge.  As  you 
have  now  got  over  the  most  difficult  part,  pray  go  on 
diligently,  and  make  yourself  absolutely  master  of  the 
rest.  Whoever  does  not  entirely  possess  a  luiignnge 
will  never  appear  to  advuiiUtge,  or  e\'en  equal  to  liim- 
self,  either  in  speaking  or  writing  it:  his  ideas  are 
fettered,  and  seem  imperfect  or  confused,  if  he  is  not 
master  of  all  the  words  and  phrases  necessary  to  ex- 
press ihem.  I  therefore  desire  that  you  will  not  fail 
writing  a  German  letter  once  every  fortnight  to  Mr. 
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Grevenkop;  wln'cli  will  make  the  writing  of  tliat 
language  familiar  to  you :  and,  moreover,  when  you 
shall  bnve  left  Germany  iind  be  arrived  at  Turin,  I 
shall  require  you  to  write  even  to  me  in  German,  that 
vou  may  not  forget  willi  Ciise  what  you  have  with 
difficulty  learned.  I  likewise  desire  that,  while  you 
are  in  Germany,  you  will  take  all  opportunities  oi 
conversing  in  Grennan,  which  is  tlie  only  way  of 
knowing  that  or  any  otlicr  language  accurately.  You 
will  also  desire  your  German  master  to  teach  you  the 
proper  titles  and  6Upersori])tion8  to  be  used  to  ]»eople 
of  all  ranks,  which  is  a  [M>int  so  material  in  Ger- 
many, that  I  have  known  many  a  letter  returned 
unojwned  because  one  title  in  twenty  has  been  omitted 
in  the  direction. 

St.  Thomas's  day  now  draws  near,  when  you  are  to 
leave  Saxony  and  go  to  Berlin ;  and  I  take  it  for 
granted,  tliat  if  anything  is  yet  wanting  to  complete 
your  knowlcilge  of  the  state  of  that  Electorate,  you 
will  not  fail  to  procure  it  before  you  go  away.  1 
do  not  mean,  as  you  will  easily  believe,  the  number 
of  churches,  parishes,  or  towns;  but  I  mean  the  con- 
stitution, the  revenues,  the  troops,  and  the  trade  of 
that  Electorate.  A  few  questions  seusibly  asked  of 
sensible  people  will  procure  you  the  necessary  infor- 
mations; which  I  desire  you  will  enter  in  your  little 
book.  Berlin  will  be  entirely  a  new  scene  to  you,  and 
I  look  ufK>n  it  in  a  manner  as  your  fii-st  step  into  the 
great  world :  take  care  tliat  step  be  not  a  false  one,  and 
that  you  do  not  stumble  at  the  threshold.  You  will 
there  be  in  more  com|>any  llian  you  have  yet  been; 
manners  and  attentions  will  thei-eforc  be  more  ncceB- 
sary.     Pleasing  in  company  is  the  only  way  of  being 
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[tleased  in  it  yourself.  Sense  and  knowledge  are  the 
first  and  necessary  foundations  for  pleasing  in  com- 
pany ;  but  they  will  by  uo  means  do  alone,  and  they 
will  never  be  perfectly  welcome  if  they  are  not  accom- 
panied with  manners  and  attentions.  You  will  best 
acquire  these  by  frequenting  the  companies  of  people 
of  fashion  ;  but  then  you  must  resolve  to  acquire  them 
in  those  companies  by  proper  care  and  observation; 
for  I  have  known  people  who,  though  they  have  fre- 
quented good  company  all  their  lifetime,  have  done  it 
in  so  inattentive  ajid  unobserviug  a  manner  as  to  be 
never  the  better  for  it,  and  to  remain  as  disagreeable, 
ua  awkward,  and  as  vulgar,  as  if  they  had  never  seen 
any  person  of  fashion.  Wlien  you  go  into  good  com- 
pany (by  good  company  is  meant  the  people  of  the 
first  fashion  of  the  place)  observe  carefully  their  turn, 
their  manners,  their  address,  and  conform  your  own 
to  them.  ■  But  tbis  is  not  all,  neither ;  go  deeper  still ; 
obser^'e  their  characters,  and  pry,  as  far  as  you  can, 
into  both  their  hearts  and  their  heads.  Seek  for  their 
particular  merit,  their  predominant  passion,  or  their 
prevailing  weakness ;  and  you  will  then  know  what  to 
bait  your  hook  with  to  catch  them.  Man  is  a  compo- 
sition of  so  many  and  such  various  ingredients,  that 
it  requires  both  time  and  care  to  analyse  him;  for, 
though  we  have  all  the  same  ingredients  in  our  gen- 
eral composition,  as  reason,  will,  passion,  and  appe- 
tites ;  yet  the  different  proportions  and  combinations  of 
them  in  each  individual,  produce  that  infinite  variety 
of  characters  which  in  some  particular  or  other  dis- 
tinguishes every  individual  from  another.  Keason 
ought  to  direct  the  whole,  but  seldom  does.  And  he 
who  addresses  himself  singly  to  another  man's  reason, 
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without  endeavouring  to  engage  his  heart  in  his  in- 
terest also,  is  no  more  likely  to  succeed,  than  a  man 
who  should  apply  only  to  a  King's  nominal  minister 
and  neglect  his  favourite.  I  will  recommend  to  your 
attentive  perusal,  now  you  are  going  into  the  world, 
two  books,  which  will  lot  you  as  much  into  the 
characters  of  men  as  books  can  do.  I  mean  Les  Mi' 
flexions  Morales  de  Monsieur  de  la  Rochefoucault,  and 
Les  Caracteres  de  La  Bruyhre :  but  remember  at  the 
same  time  that  I  only  recommend  them  to  you  as  the 
best  general  maj«  to  assist  you  in  your  journey,  and 
not  OS  marking  out  every  particular  turning  and 
winding  that  you  will  meet  with.  There,  your  own 
sagacity  and  ol>servation  must  come  to  their  aid.  La 
Hochefoucault  is  I  know  blamed,  hut  I  think  without 
reasou,  for  deriving  all  our  actions  from  the  source  of 
self-love.  For  my  own  part,  I  see  a  great  deal  of 
truth  and  no  harm  at  all  in  that  opinion  It  is  cer- 
tain that  we  seek  our  own  happiness  in  every  thing 
we  do ;  and  it  is  as  certain  that  we  can  only  find  it  in 
doing  well,  and  in  conforming  all  our  actions  to  the 
rule  of  right  reason,  which  is  the  great  law  of  nature. 
It  is  only  a  mistaken  self-love  that  is  a  blameable 
motive,  wlien  we  take  the  immediate  and  indiscrimi- 
nate gratification  of  a  passion  or  appetite  for  i-eal 
happiness.  But  am  I  blameable  if  I  do  a  good  actioDp 
upon  account  of  the  happiness  which  that  honest 
consciousness  will  i^ive  me?  Surely  not.  On  the 
contrary,  that  pleasing  consciousness  is  a  proof  of  my 
virtue.  The  reflection  which  is  the  most  censured  in 
Monsieur  de  la  Rochefou  can  It's  book,  as  a  very  ill- 
natured  one,  is  this :  On  irouve  dans  le  malkeur  de  son 
vieiliair  ami,  ^clpte  chose  gut  7ie  detail  pas.    And 
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wliy  not?  Wby  may  I  not  feel  a  very  tender  and 
real  concern  for  the  misfortune  of  my  friend,  and 
yet  at  tlie  same  time  feel  a  pleasing  consciousness  of 
having  discharged  my  duty  to  him,  by  comforting  and 
asaiijting  liiin  to  the  utmost  of  my  power  in  that  mis- 
fortune? Give  me  but  virtuous  actions,  and  I  will 
not  quibble  and  chicane  about  the  motives.  And  I 
will  give  anybody  their  choice  of  these  two  truths, 
which  Hiuount  to  the  same  thing:  He,  who  loves  him- 
self Iwst,  is  the  honestest  man;  or,  The  honcstest  man 
loves  himself  best. 

The  characters  of  La  Bruy^re  are  pictures  from  the 
life;  moat  of  them  finely  drawn,  and  highly  coloured. 
Furnish  your  mind  with  them  first;  and  when  you 
meet  with  their  likeness,  as  you  will  every  day,  they 
will  strike  you  the  more.  You  will  compare  every 
feature  with  the  original ;  and  both  will  reciprocally 
helj)  you  to  discover  the  beauties  and  the  blemishes. 

As  women  are  a  conslilerable,  or  at  least  a  pretty 
numerous  part,  of  company ;  and  as  their  suffrages 
go  a  great  way  towards  establishing  a  man's  character 
in  the  fashionable  part  of  the  world  (which  is  of  great 
importance  to  the  fortune  and  figure  he  proposes  to 
make  in  it),  it  is  necessary  to  please  them.  1  will 
therefore,  upon  this  subject^  let  you  into  certain  ar- 
ca7^a,  tliat  will  bfi  very  useful  for  you  to  know,  but 
which  you  must,  with  the  utmost  care,  conceal,  and 
never  seem  to  know.  Women,  then,  are  only  children 
of  a  larger  growth  ;  they  have  an  entertaining  tattle, 
and  sometimes  wit ;  but  for  solid,  reasoning  good-sense, 
I  never  in  my  life  knew  one  that  had  it,  or  who  rea- 
soned nr  acted  conacfpientially  for  four-and-tweiily 
hours  together.    Some  little  passion  or  humour  always 
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breaks  in  ui>on  their  beat  resolutions.  Their  beauty 
neglecletl  or  controverted,  tlieir  age  increased,  or  tlieir 
supposed  understandings  depreciated,  instantly  kindles 
their  little  possions,  and  overturua  any  syatem  of  con- 
sequential conduct,  that  in  their  most  reasonable  mo- 
ments they  might  have  been  capable  of  forming.  A 
man  of  sense  only  trifles  with  them,  plays  with  them, 
liumours  and  tiatteri;  them,  as  he  does  with  a  Bprighliy, 
forward  cliild  ;  but  he  neitlier  consults  them  almut, 
nor  trusts  them  with,  serious  matters ;  though  he  often 
makes  them  believe  that  he  does  both ;  which  is  the 
thing  in  the  world  that  they  are  proud  of;  for  they 
love  mightily  to  be  dabbling  in  business  (which,  by 
the  way,  they  always  8|K)il) ;  and  being  justly  dis- 
trustful, that  men  in  general  look  upon  them  in  a 
trifling  light,  they  almost  adore  that  man,  who  talks 
more  seriously  to  them,  and  who  seems  to  consult  and 
trust  them :  1  say,  who  seems ;  for  weak  men  really 
do,  but  wise  ones  only  seem  to  do  it.  No  flattery 
is  either  too  high  or  too  low  for  them.  They  will 
greedily  swallow  the  highest,  and  gmtefully  accept 
of  the  lowest;  and  you  nmy  safely  flatter  any  wonmn, 
from  her  understanding  down  to  the  exquisiic  ta^te  of 
her  fan.  Women,  who  are  either  indisputably  beau- 
tiful, or  indisputably  ugly,  are  best  flattered  uj>on  the 
eooreof  their  understandings;  but  those  who  are  in  a 
state  of  mediocrity,  are  best  flattered  upon  their  beauty, 
or  at  least  their  gi-acea;  for  every  woman  who  is  not 
absolutely  ugly,  thinks  herself  handsome;  but,  not 
hearing  often  that  Bhe  is  so,  is  the  more  grateful  and 
the  more  obliged  to  the  few  who  tell  her  so:  whereas 
a  decided  and  ctmscious  beauty  looks  upon  every 
tribute  paid  to  her  beauty,  only  as  her  due;   but 
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wants  to  shine,  and  to  be  considered  on  the  side  of 
her  underaUuiding:  and  a  woinuii  who  is  ugly  enough 
to  know  that  she  is  bo,  knows  that  she  has  nothing 
leH:  for  it  but  her  understanding,  which  is  conse- 
quently (and  pi*obably  in  more  senses  than  one)  her 
weak  side.     But  thef«  are  secrets  which  you   must 
keep  inviolably,  if  you  would  not,  like  Orpheus,  be 
torn  to  pieces  by  the  whole  sex :  on  the  contrary,  a 
man  who  thinks  of  living  in  the  great  world,  must 
be  gallant,  polite,  and  attentive  to  ]>Iea8c  the  women. 
They  have,  from  the  weakness  of  men,  more  or  lees 
influence  in  all  Courts:  they  absolutely  stamp  every 
man's  character  in  the  beau  mondc,  and  make  it  cither 
current,  or  cry  it  down,  and  stop  it  in  payments.     It 
is,  therefore,  absolutely  necessary  to  manage,  please, 
and  flatter  tbem;  and   never  to  discover  the  least 
marks  of  contempt,  which  is  what  they  never  forgive ; 
but  in  this  they  are  not  singular,  for  it  is  the  same 
with  men  ;  who  will  much  stx>ner  forgive  an  injustice 
than  an   insult.     Every  man  Is  not  ambitious,  or 
covetous,  or  passionate;   but  every  man   has  pnde 
enough  in  his  composition  to  feel  and  resent  the  least 
slight  and  contempt.    Remember,  therefore,  most  care- 
fully to  conceal  your  contempt,  however  just,  wlierever 
you  would  not  make  an  implacable  enemy.     Men  are 
much  more  unwilling  to  have  their  weaknesses  and 
their  imperfections  known,  than  their  crimes;  and,  if 
you  hint  to  a  man  that  you  think  Iiim  silly,  ignorant, 
or  even  ill-bred  or  awkward,  he  will  hate  you  more, 
and  longer,  than  if  you  tell  him  plainly  that  you 
think  him  a  rogue.     Never  yield  to  that  teniplation, 
which  to  most  young  men  is  very  strong,  of  ex|>osing 
other  people's  weaknesses  and  iniirmities,  for  the  sake 
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either  of  diverting  the  company,  or  of  showing  your 
own  suiwriority.  You  may  get  the  laugh  on  your 
side  by  it,  for  the  present ;  but  you  will  make  enemies 
by  it  for  ever;  and  even  those  who  laugh  with  yon 
then  will,  upon  reQection,  fear,  and  consequently  hnle 
you :  besides  that,  it  is  ill-natured,  and  that  a  good 
heart  de^ireg  rather  to  conceal  than  expose  other  peo- 
ple's weaknesses  or  misfortunes.  IP  you  have  wit, 
use  it  to  please,  and  not  to  hurt:  yon  may  shine,  like 
the  Bun  in  the  temperate  zones,  without  scorching. 
Here  it  is  wished  for :  under  the  line  it  is  dreaded. 

These  are  some  of  the  hints  which  my  long  expe- 
rience in  the  great  world  enables  me  to  give  you  ;  and 
which,  if  you  attend  to  them,  may  prove  useftd  to  you 
in  your  journey  through  it.  I  wish  it  may  be  a  pros- 
perous one ;  at  least,  I  am  sure  that  it  must  be  your 
own  fault  if  it  is  not. 

Make  niy  compliments  t^t  Mr.  Harte,  whf>,  I  am 
very  sorry  to  bear,  is  not  well.  I  hope  by  this  time 
he  is  recovered.     Adieu  ! 


Ixtndon,  September  18,  O.  S,  1748, 

Dear  Boy, 

I  HAVB  more  than  once  recommended  to  you  the 
Memoirs  of  the  Cardinal  de  Retx,  and  to  atten<l  par- 
ticularly to  the  [X)litical  rellcctions  interspersed  in  that 
excellent  work.  1  will  now  preach  a  little  upon  two 
or  three  of  those  texts. 

In  the  disturbances  at  Paris,  Monsienr  de  Beaufort, 
who  was  a  very  popular,  though  a  very  weak  man,  was 
the  CiirdinarH  tool  with  the  populace.  Proud  of  his 
popularity,  he  was  always  for  aascrohling  the  people 
of  Paris  together,  thinking  that  he  mode  a  great 
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figure  at  the  head  of  them.  The  Curdiual,  who  was 
f»ctiouH  enough,  was  wise  enough,  at  tlic  same  time,  to 
avoid  gathering  the  people  together  except  when  there 
was  occa-^ion,  and  when  he  Inid  something  particular 
for  them  to  do.  However,  he  couhl  not  always  check 
Monsieur  de  Beaufort,  who,  having  assembled  them 
ouce  very  unnecessarily,  and  without  any  determined 
object,  they  ran  riot,  would  not  be  kept  witliin  bounds 
by  their  leaders,  and  did  their  cause  a  great  deal  of 
harm  ;  upon  which  the  Cardinal  observes,  most  judi- 
ciously. Que  Monsieur  de  Beaufort  ne  s^voit  pas,  que 
qui  assctnble  le  peuple,  levieuL  It  is  certain  that  great 
numbers  of  people  met  together,  animate  each  other, 
and  will  do  something,  either  good  or  bud,  but  oilener 
bad :  and  the  respective  individuals,  who  were  sejia- 
rately  very  quiet,  when  met  together  in  numbers,  grow 
tumultuous  as  a  body,  and  ripe  for  any  mitschief  that 
may  Ix)  pointe<l  out  to  them  by  the  leaders;  and,  if 
their  leaders  have  no  business  for  them,  they  will  find 
some  for  themselves.  The  demagogues,  or  leaders  of 
popular  factions,  ahould,  therefore,  be  very  careful  not 
to  assemble  the  people  unnecessarily,  and  without  a 
settled  and  well-considered  object;  be»ides  that,  by 
making  those  popular  assemblies  too  frequent,  they 
make  them  likewise  too  familiar,  and  conscqucptly,  lesB 
respected  by  their  enemies.  Observe  any  meetings 
of  people,  and  you  will  always  iind  their  eagerness 
and  impetuosity  rise  or  fall  in  proportion  to  their  num- 
bers: when  the  numbers  are  very  great,  all  sense  and 
reason  seem  to  subside,  and  one  sudden  phrenzy  to 
seize  on  all,  even  the  coolest  of  them. 

Another  very  just  observation  of  the  Cardinal's  is. 
That  the  things  which  happen  in  our  own  times,  and 
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which  we  see  ourselves,  do  not  surprise  us  near  so  much 
US  the  things  which  we  reaU  of  in  time»  |>agt,  tliough 
Dot  in  the  least  more  extraordinary ;  and  adds,  that  he 
is  persuaded,  that,  when  Caligula  made  his  horse  a 
Consul,  the  people  of  Rome,  at  tliat  lime,  were  not 
greatly  surprised  at  it,  having  necessarily  been  in 
eome  degree  prepared  for  it,  by  an  insensible  grada- 
tion of  extravagancies  from  the  same  quarter.  This 
is  so  true,  that  we  read  every  day,  with  astonu?hment, 
things  which  we  see  every  day  without  surprise.  We 
wonder  at  the  intrepidity  of  a  Leonidas,  a  Codrus, 
and  a  Curtius,  and  are  not  the  least  surprised  to  hear 
of  a  sea-captain,  who  has  blown  up  his  sliip,  his  crew, 
and  himself,  that  they  might  not  fall  into  the  hands 
of  the  enemies  of  his  country.  I  cannot  help  reading 
of  Porsenna  and  Regulus  with  surprise  and  reverence ; 
and  yet  I  remember  that  I  saw,  without  either,  the 
execution  of  Shepherd,  a  boy  of  eighteen  years  old, 
who  intended  to  shoot  the  late  King,  and  who  would 
have  been  pardoned,  if  he  would  have  expressed  the 
least  sorrow  for  his  intended  crime;  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, he  declared,  that  if  he  was  pardoned,  he  would 
attempt  it  again ;  that  he  tliought  it  a  duty  wliich  he 
owed  his  country,  and  that  he  died  with  pleasure  for 
having  endeavoured  to  perform  it.*  Reason  equals 
Shepherd  to  Regulus ;  but  prejudice,  and  the  recency 
of  the  fact,  make  Shepherd  a  common  malefactor,  and 
Regulus  a  hero. 

Examine  carefully,  and  re-consider  all  your  notions 
of  things ;  analyse  them,  and  discover  their  compo- 

*  JarocB  Sbopberd  wu  appreotice  to  a  ooachuuker  in  DeroDsbire 
Street.  Bir.  Leake,  a  Kon-jarlog  cIeT:g7man,  ta  whom  U^  had  ftpened 
bifl  rletiigQ  by  letter,  gave  »ucb  infomiaiioii  as  led  to  bU  arreat  aud 
convicUuu,  and  bo  was  executed  at  Tyburu  io  Msrcb,  1718. 


i9e 


U^RD   nHES?rF.RFIFJ.D'a   I-F.TTKIB4 


nent  parts  and  see  if  habit  arnl  ]>rejiulice  are  not  tlie 
jirincipal  ones ;  weigh  the  matter,  npon  which  you 
arc  to  form  your  opinion,  in  tho  equal  and  impartial 
scales  of  reason.  It  is  not  to  be  conceived  liow  many 
people,  capable  of  reasoning,  if  they  would,  live  and 
die  in  a  thousand  errors,  from  laziness;  they  will 
rather  adopt  the  prejudices  of  others,  than  give  them- 
selves the  trouble  of  forming  opinions  of  their  own. 
They  say  things,  at  first,  because  other  people  have 
said  them,  and  then  they  persist  in  them,  because 
they  have  said  them  themselves. 

The  last  observation  that  I  shall  now  mention  of 
the  Cardinal's,  is,  "That  a  secret  is  more  easily  kept 
"by  a  good  many  people,  timn  one  commonly  im- 
"agines."  By  this  he  means  a  secret  of  importance, 
among  people  interested  in  the  keeping  of  it.  And 
it  is  certain  that  people  of  business  know  the  im[)or- 
tance  of  secrecy,  and  will  observe  it,  wliere  they  are 
concerned  in  the  event.  And  the  Cardinal  does  not 
suppose  that  anybody  is  silly  enough  to  tell  a  secret 
merely  from  the  desire  of  telling  it,  to  any  one  tlmt  is 
not  some  way  or  other  interested  in  the  keeping  of 
it,  and  concerned  in  the  event.  To  go  and  tell  any 
friend,  wife,  or  mistreis,  any  i^eoret  with  which  they 
have  nothing  to  do,  is  discovering  to  them  such  an 
unrotentive  weakness,  as  must  convince  them  that  you 
will  tell  it  to  twenty  others,  and,  consequently,  that 
they  may  reveal  it  without  tlic  risk  of  being  discovered. 
But  a  sccrtt  properly  communicnted,  only  to  those 
who  are  to  be  concerned  in  tlie  thing  in  question,  will 
probably  be  kept  hy  them,  though  they  should  be  a 
good  many,  hittle  secrets  are  commonly  tohl  again, 
but  great  ones  generally  kept     Adieu  I 
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Lootjon,  September  20.  O.a  1748. 

Dear  Boy, 

I  WAIT  witli  impatience  for  your  accurate  history  of 
the  Chevaliers  Parte  £pees,  wlitch  you  promised  me 
in  your  last^  and  which  I  take  to  be  tlie  forerunner  of 
a  larger  work,  that  you  intend  to  give  the  public,  con- 
taining a  general  account  of  all  the  Keiigtous  and 
Military  Orders  of  Europe.  Seriously ;  you  will  do 
well  to  have  a  general  notion  of  all  those  Orders,  an- 
cient and  modern;  both  as  they  are  frequently  the 
subjects  of  conversation,  and  as  they  are  more  or  less 
interwoven  with  the  histories  of  those  times.  Wit- 
ness the  Teutonic  Order,  which,  as  soon  as  it  gained 
strength,  began  its  unjust  depredations  in  Germany, 
and  acquired  sucli  considerable  [xissessious  tliere ;  and 
the  Order  of  Malta  also,  which  continues  to  this  day 
its  piracies  upon  the  infidels.  Besides,  one  can  go 
into  no  company  in  Germany,  without  running  against 
Monsieur  le  Chevaliery  or  Motisicur  le  Commandcur  de 
rOrdre  TeiUonique.  It  is  the  same  in  all  the  other 
parts  of  Europe,  with  regard  to  the  Order  of  Malta ; 
where  you  never  go  into  company  witliout  meeting 
two  or  three  Chevaliers  or  Commandcun,  who  talk  of 
their  preuvc^,  their  lati^ue^^  their  caravanes,  &c.,  of  all 
which  things  I  ain  sure  yon  would  not  willingly  be 
ignorant.  On  tlie  other  hand,  I  do  not  mean  that 
you  should  have  a  profound  and  minute  knowledge  of 
these  mattei-s,  which  are  of  a  nature  that  a  general 
knowledge  of  them  is  fully  sufficient.  I  would  not 
recommend  to  you  to  read  Abb6  Vertot's  History  of 
the  Order  of  Malta,  In  four  quarto  volumes ;  that 
would  be  employing  a  great  deal  of  good  time  very 
ill.     But  I  would  have  you  know  the  foundations,  the 
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objects,  the  insignia,  and  the  short  general  history  of 
them  all. 

As  for  the  ancient  religious  military  Orders,  which 
were  chiefly  founded  in  the  eleventh  and  twelfth  cen- 
turies, such  as  MaUa,  the  Teutonic,  the  Knights 
Templars,  (fee.,  the  injustice  and  the  wickedness  of 
those  establishments  cannot,  I  am  sure,  have  escaped 
your  observation.  Their  pious  object  was,  to  take 
away  by  force  other  people's  properly ;  and  to  mas- 
sacre tbe  proprietors  themselves,  if  they  refused  to 
give  up  tliat  property,  and  adopt  the  opinions  of 
these  invaders.  What  right  or  pretence  had  these 
confederated  Christiana  of  Europe  to  the  Holy  Land  ? 
Let  them  produce  their  grant  of  it  in  the  Bible.  Will 
they  say  that  the  Saracens  had  possessed  themselves 
of  it  by  force  ?  and  that,  consequently,  they  had  the 
same  right.  Is  it  lawful  then  to  steal  goods,  because 
they  were  stolen  before?  Surely  not.  The  truth  is, 
that  tbe  wickedness  of  many,  and  the  weakness  of 
more,  in  those  ages  uf  ignorance  and  superstition, 
concurred  to  form  those  flagitious  conspiracies  against 
the  Uvea  and  properties  of  unoffending  people.  The 
Pope  &unctifie<l  the  villany,  and  annexed  the  pardon 
of  sius  to  the  per|>etratiou  of  it.  This  gave  rise  to 
the  Croisadoes,  and  carried  such  swarms  of  people 
from  Europe  to  tlie  conquests  of  the  Holy  Land. 
Peter  the  Hermit,  an  active  and  ambitious  priest,  by 
his  indefatigable  pains  was  the  immediate  author  of 
the  first  Croisade ;  Kings,  Princes,  all  professions  and 
characters  united,  from  diflerent  motives,  in  tliis  great 
undertaking,  as  every  sentiment,  except  true  religion 
and  morality,  invited  to  it.  The  ambitious  hoped  for 
kingdoms ;  the  greedy  and  the  ueoeasitous  for  plumler ; 
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and  some  were  enthusiasts  enough  to  hope  for  salva- 
tion, by  the  destruction  of  a  considerable  number  of 
their  fellow-creatures,  who  had  done  them  no  injury, 
I  cannot  omit}  u|>on  this  occasion,  telling  you  that  the 
eastern  Eni[»eror8  at  Constantinople  (who,  as  Chris- 
tians, were  obliged  at  least  to  seem  to  favour  these  ex- 
peditions), seeing  the  immense  numbers  of  the  crowc«, 
and  fearing  that  the  western  empire  might  have  some 
mind  to  the  eastern  empire  too,  if  it  succeeded  against 
the  infidels,  as  rappSlil  vient  en  mangeant ;  these 
eastern  Emperors,  very  honestly,  poisoned  the  waters 
where  the  crouH  were  to  pass,  and  so  destroyed  infinite 
numbers  of  them. 

The  later  Orders  of  knighthood, — such  as  the 
Ghirter  in  England;  the  Elephant  in  Denmark;  the 
Golden  Fleece  in  Burgundy;  the  St.  Esprit,  Sl 
Michael,  St.  Louis,  and  St,  Lazare,  in  France,  &c., 
are  of  a  very  different  nature  and  iuBtitution.  They 
were  either  the  invitations  to,  or  the  rewards  of  brave 
actions  in  fair  war;  and  are  now  rather  the  decora- 
tions of  the  favour  of  the  prince,  than  the  proofs  of 
the  merit  of  tlie  subject  However,  they  arc  worth 
your  inquiries  to  a  certain  degree;  and  conversa- 
tiou  will  give  you  frequent  opportunities  for  them. 
Wherever  you  are,  I  would  advise  you  to  inquire  into 
the  respective  Orders  of  that  country,  and  to  write 
down  a  short  account  of  them.  For  example;  while 
you  aro  in  Saxony,  get  an  account  of  VAigle  Blanc^ 
and  of  what  other  Orders  there  may  be,  either  Polish 
or  Saxon ;  and,  when  you  shall  be  at  Berlin,  inform 
yourself  of  the  three  Orders,  VAigle  Noir^  la  Gens' 
rotiU,  et  le  Vrai  MSriie,  which  are  the  only  ones  that 
I  know  of  there.     But  whenever  you  meet  witli  strag- 
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gliDg  ribands  and  stars,  as  you  will  with  a  tliouBantl 
in  Germany,  do  not  fail  to  inquire  what  tliey  are,  and 
to  take  a  minute  of  them  in  your  memorandum-book  ; 
for  it  is  a  sort  of  knowletlge  that  costs  little  to  ac<|uiro, 
and  yet  is  of  some  use.  Young  people  have  fre- 
quently an  incuriousncss  about  them,  arising  cither 
from  laziness,  or  a  contempt  of  the  object,  wliich  de- 
prives them  of  several  such  little  i>art«  of  knowle<lge 
that  they  afterwards  wish  they  had  acquired.  If  you 
will  put  convei-sation  to  profit,  great  knowledge  may 
be  gained  by  it;  and  is  it  not  better  (siuoe  it  is  full  as 
easy)  to  turn  it  upon  useful,  than  upon  uselei^  sub- 
jects? People  always  talk  best  upon  what  ihey  know 
most;  and  it  is  both  pleasing  them,  and  improving 
one's  self,  to  put  them  upon  that  subject.  With 
people  of  a  particular  profession,  or  of  u  distinguished 
eminency  in  any  branch  of  learning,  one  is  not  at  a 
loss:  but  with  those,  wlielher  men  or  women,  who 
])roperly  constitute  what  is  callml  the  beau  monde,  one 
must  not  choose  deep  subjects,  nor  hope  to  get  any 
knowledge  above  tliat  of  Orders,  ranks,  families,  and 
Court  anealotes ;  which  are  therefore  the  projier 
(an<l  not  altogether  useless)  subjects  of  that  kind  of 
conversation.  Women,  especially,  are  to  be  talked  to, 
as  below  men,  and  above  children.  If  you  talk  to 
them  too  deep,  you  only  confound  them,  and  lose  your 
own  labour;  if  you  talk  to  them  too  frivolously,  they 
perceive  and  resent  the  contempt.  The  ]iroi>er  tone 
for  them  is,  what  the  French  call  the  Enlreycnt,  and 
18}  in  truth,  the  polite  jargon  of  good  company. 
Thus,  if  you  are  a  good  chymist,  you  may  extract 
something  out  of  every  thing. 

A  propoa  of  the  Iteau  monde;  I  must  again  and 
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ugain  recomiuencl  the  Graoes  to  you.  There  is  no 
doing  without  them  in  that  world ;  and  to  make  a 
good  figure  in  that  worhl  is  a  gi-eat  step  towards 
making  one  in  the  worht  of  business,  particuhirly  that 
part  of  it  for  which  you  are  de.stine<l.  An  ungraceful 
manner  of  Bpeiiking,  awkward  motions^  and  a  dis- 
agreeahle  address,  are  great  clogs  to  the  ablest  man  of 
business;  as  the  opposite  qualifications  are  of  infinite 
advantage  to  him.  I  am  therefore  very  glad  that 
yon  learn  to  dance,  since  I  am  told  there  is  a  very 
good  dancing-master  at  Leii>sig.  I  would  have  you 
dance  a  uiiuuet  very  well — not  ao  much  for  the  sake 
of  the  minuet  iUtelf  (tliough  that,  if  danced  at  all, 
ought  to  be  danced  well),  as  that  it  will  give  yon  an 
habitual  genteel  carriage,  and  manner  of  presenting 
yoni-self. 

Since  I  am  upon  little  things,  I  must  mention 
another,  which,  though  little  enough  in  itself,  yet,  as 
it  occure  ut  least  once  in  every  day,  deserves  (some 
attention :  I  mean,  carvinjr.  Do  vou  use  vourself  to 
carre  adroitly  ami  gonieelly,  without  hacking  half  an 
hour  across  a  boue,  without  l)espattering  the  company 
with  the  sauce,  and  without  overturning  the  glasses 
into  your  neiglibours*  pockets  ?  These  awkwardnesses 
are  extremely  disagreeable,  and,  if  often  re|)eated, 
bring  ridicule.  They  are  very  easily  avoided  by  a  little 
attention  and  nf;c 

How  trifling  soever  those  things  may  seem,  or  really 
be,  in  themselves,  tliey  are  no  longer  so  when  above 
half  the  world  thinks  them  otherwise ;  and,  as  I  would 
have  you  omnibm  ornatuvi — cxceilere  rebus,  I  think 
nothing  above  or  below  my  pointing  out  to  you,  or 
your  excelling  in.     You  have  the  me;ins  of  doing  it^ 


202 


LOUD  CHESTERFIELD  8   LETTERS 


and  time  before  yoii  to  make  use  of  them.  Take  my 
word  for  it,  I  ask  nothing  now  but  what  you  will, 
twenty  years  hence,  most  heartily  wish  tliat  you  had 
done.  Attention  to  all  tliese  things  for  tlie  next  two 
or  three  years  will  save  you  infinite  trouble  and  end- 
less regrets  hereafter.  May  you,  in  the  whole  course 
of  your  life,  have  no  reason  for  any  one  just  regret! 
Adieu  I 

Your  Dresden  china  is  arrived,  and  I  have  sent 
it  to  your  Mamma. 


London,  September  27,  0.  S.  1748. 

Dear  Bot, 

I  HAVE  received  your  Latin  Lecture  upon  War, 
which,  though  it  is  not  exactly  the  same  Latin  that 
Ciesar,  Cicero,  Horace,  Virgil,  and  Ovid  spoke,  is, 
however,  as  good  Latin  as  the  emdits  Qermans  speak 
or  write.  I  have  always  observed,  that  the  most 
learned  people — that  is,  those  who  have  read  the  most 
Latin — write  the  worst;  and  this  distiugu itches  the 
Latin  of  a  gentleman  scholar  from  that  of  a  pedant 
A  gentleman  has,  probably,  read  no  other  Latin  than 
that  of  the  Augustan  age,  and  therefore  can  write  uo 
Other;  whei*eas  the  pedant  has  read  much  more  bad 
Latin  than  good,  and  consequently  writes  so  too.  He 
looks  upon  the  best  classical  books  as  books  for  school- 
boys, and  conseijuently  below  him ;  but  pores  over 
fragments  of  obscure  authors,  treasures  up  the  obso- 
lete words  which  he  meets  with  there,  and  uses  them, 
upon  all  occasions,  to  show  his  reading,  at  the  expense 
of  hifl  judgment.  Plautus  is  his  favourite  author,  not 
for  the  Bake  of  the  wit  and  the  via  comica  of  his  com- 
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edies,  but  U[X)n  account  of  tlie  many  obsolete  words 
and  the  cant  of  low  cliaractei'S,  which  are  to  be  met 
with  nowhere  else.  He  will  rather  use  olH  than  illi^ 
opturn^  than  optima,  and  any  bad  word,  rather  than 
any  good  one,  provided  he  can  but  prove  that,  strictly 
speaking,  it  is  Latin — that  is,  that  it  was  written  by  a 
Roman.  By  this  rule,  I  might  now  write  to  you  in 
the  language  of  Cliaucer  or  Spenser,  and  assert  that  I 
wrote  English,  because  it  was  English  in  their  days; 
but  I  should  be  a  most  affected  puppy  if  J  did  so,  and 
you  would  not  understAud  three  words  of  my  letter. 
All  these,  and  such-like  affected  peculiarities,  arc  the 
characteristics  of  learued  coxcombs  and  pedants,  and 
are  carefully  avoided  by  all  men  of  sense. 

I  dipped,  accidentally,  the  other  day,  into  Pitiscua'a 
preface  to  Lis  Lexicon,  where  I  found  a  word  that 
puzzled  me,  and  which  I  did  not  remember  ever  to 
have  met  with  before:  it  is  the  adverb  priefiseini, 
which  means,  in  a  good  hour — an  expression  which, 
by  the  superstition  of  it,  appears  to  be  low  and  vulgar. 
I  looked  for  it,  and  at  last  I  found  that  it  is  once  or 
twice  made  use  of  in  Plautus ;  upon  the  strength  of 
which,  this  learned  pedant  thrusts  it  into  his  preface. 
Whenever  you  write  Latin,  remember  that  every  word 
or  phrase  which  you  make  use  of,  but  cannot  find  in 
CiEsar,  Cicero,  Livy,  Horace,  Virgil,  and  Ovid,  is  bad, 
illiberal  Latin,  tliough  it  may  have  beeu  written  by  a 
Roman. 

I  must  now  say  something  as  to  the  matter  of  the  lec- 
ture; in  which,  I  confess,  there  is  one  doctrine  laid  down 
that  surprises  me;  it  is  this:  Quitin  vero  hostU  sit 
lenid  citdve  morle  omnia  dira  nobis  minitana  quot^unque 
bellaniibus  negotium  esi,  parum  sane  inicr/uerit  quo 
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modo  eum  obruere  et  interfi^cere  safagamus  si  ferociam 
exuere  eunclctur.  Ki'go  veneno  quoque  ulifa«  e^t,  &c.t 
whereas  I  cannot  conceive  that  the  use  of  poison  can, 
upon  any  account,  come  within  the  lawful  means  of 
self-defence.  Force  may,  without  douht,  be  justly  re- 
pelled by  force,  but  not  by  treachery  and  fraud  ;  for  I 
do  not  call  the  stratagems  of  war,  such  as  ainhuscadta, 
ma£ke<l  batteries^  false  attack^;,  &c.,  frauds  nr  treachery; 
they  are  mutually  to  be  expected  and  guarded  against ; 
but  poiBoned  arrows,  jwisoned  waters,  or  poison  ad- 
ministered to  your  enemy  (which  cjin  only  be  done  by 
treachery),  I  have  always  heard,  read,  and  thought  to 
be  unlawful  and  infamous  means  of  defence,  be  your 
danger  ever  so  grcAt.*  But,  »i  ferociam  exuere  cn.iiete- 
tur ;  must  I  rather  die  than  poison  this  enemy  ?  Yes, 
certainly,  much  rather  die  than  do  a  base  or  crimnial 
action ;  nor  can  I  be  sure,  beforehand,  that  this  enemy 
may  not,  in  the  last  moment,  ferociam  exttcre.  But 
the  public  lawyers,  now,  seem  to  me  rather  to  warp 
the  law,  in  order  to  authorise,  than  to  check  those  un- 
lawful j>roceeding8  of  princes  and  states,  which,  by 
being  become  common,  appear  less  criminal;  though 
custom  can  never  alter  the  nature  of  good  and  ill. 

Pray  let  no  quibbles  uf  lawyci's,  no  refinements  of 
casuists,  break  into  the  plain  notions  of  right  and 
wrong,  which  every  man's  right  reason,  and  plain 
conmion  sense,  suggest  to  him.  To  do  as  you  would 
be  done  by,  is  the  plain,  sure,  and  undisputed  rule  of 
morality  and  justice.  Stick  to  that;  and  be  con- 
vinced, that  whatever  breaks  into  it,  in  any  degree, 

*  The  opinion  of  Lord  Chesterfield  ti  eotinly  conrormtblo  to  that 
of  alt  greitt  nuihoriiiiH  upon  thii  subject;  Huch  m  Orotiiu. — 8ea  bb 
"Droit  lie  la  Guerre,  ftc,"  llvre  til.  oh.  W.  uc  10,  ed.  Barboyraa. 
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however  speciously  Jt  may  be  turned,  oikI  however 
pii/,zlitig  it  may  be  to  answer  it,  it},  notwitlmtaiiding, 
fnlae  iu  itself,  unjust,  and  criininn).  I  do  not  know  a 
crime  in  the  world  which  is  not,  by  the  casuists  among 
the  Jesuits  (tspocirtlly  the  twenty-four  collected,  I 
think,  by  Escobar)  allowefl  in  Borae,  or  many,  cases 
not  to  be  criminal.  The  principles  first  laid  down  by 
them  are  oflen  specious,  the  reasonings  plausible,  but 
the  conclusion  always  a  lie:  for  it  is  contrary  to  that 
evident  and  undeuiahle  rule  of  justice  which  I  have 
mentioned  above,  of  not  doing  to  any  one  what  you 
would  not  have  him  do  to  you.  But,  however,  these 
refined  pieces  of  casuistry  and  sophistry,  being  very 
convenient  and  welcome  to  people's  pissions  and  ap- 
petites, they  gladly  accept  the  indulgence,  witliout 
desiring  to  detect  the  fallacy  of  the  reasoning:  and, 
indeed,  many,  I  might  say  most,  people  are  not  able  to 
do  it,  which  makes  the  publication  of  such  quibblings 
and  refinements  the  more  pernicious.  I  am  no  skilful 
casuist,  nor  subtle  dii^putant;  and  yet  I  would  under- 
take to  justify  and  qualify  the  profession  of  a  high- 
wayman, step  by  step,  and  so  plausibly  as  to  make 
many  ignorant  people  embrace  the  profession,  as  an 
innocent,  if  not  even  a  hiudable  one ;  and  to  puzzle 
people  of  some  degree  of  knowleilge  to  answer  me 
point  by  point  I  have  seen  a  book,  ontitleil  Quidli- 
bet  ex  Quolihc-t,  or,  the  art  of  making  any  thing  out  of 
any  thing;  which  is  not  so  difficult  as  it  would  seem, 
if  once  one  quits  certain  ])lain  truths,  obvious  in  gross 
to  every  nndersUinding,  in  order  to  run  alter  the  in- 
genious refinements  of  warm  imaginations  and  specu- 
lative reasonings.  Doctor  Berkeley,  Bishop  of  Chtyne, 
a  very  worthy,  ingenious,  and  learned  man,  has  written 
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a  book  to  prove  that  there  is  no  such  thing  as  matter, 
and  that  uothing  exists  but  in  idea :  that  you  and  I 
only  fancy  ourselves  eating,  drinking,  and  sleeping; 
you  at  Leipsig,  and  I  at  London:  that  wo  think  we 
have  flesh  and  blood,  legs,  arms,  &c.,  but  ihat  we  are 
only  spirit.  His  arguments  are,  strictly  speaking,  un- 
answerable; but  yet  I  am  so  far  from  being  convinced 
by  them,  that  I  am  determined  to  go  on  to  cat  and 
drink,  and  walk  and  ride,  in  order  to  keep  that  matter, 
which  I  so  mistakenly  imagine  my  body  at  present 
to  consist  of,  in  us  good  plight  as  possible.  Com- 
mon sense  (which,  in  truth,  is  very  uncommon)  is  the 
best  sense  I  know  of:  abide  by  it;  it  will  counsel  you 
best.  Read  and  hear,  for  your  amusement,  ingenious 
systems,  nice  questions  subtilely  agitated,  with  all 
the  refinements  that  warm  imaginations  suggest;  but 
consider  thetn  only  as  exercitations  for  tlie  mind, 
and  return  always  to  settle  with  common  sense. 

I  stumbled,  the  other  day,  at  a  bookseller's,  upon 
Comte  de  Gabalis,  in  two  very  little  volumes,*  which 
I  had  formerly  read.  I  read  it  over  again,  and  with 
fresh  astonishment.  Most  of  the  extravagancies  are 
taken  from  tlie  Jewish  Rabbins,  who  broached  those 
wild  notions,  and  delivered  them  in  the  unintelligible 
jargon  which  the  Cabalists  and  Rosicrucians  deal  in  to 
this  day.  Their  number  is,  I  believe,  much  lessened, 
but  tliere  are  still  some;  and  I  myself  have  known 
two,  who  studied  and  firmly  believed  in  that  mystical 
nonsense.     What  extravagancy  is  not  man  capable  of 


•  "The  Count  of  OftlwUis,  or  the  ExtraTugnnt  Mynteriw  of  iho 
CiIwHkI«,"  LoiiJoa,  16S0.  (LowDtlos'*  Manuttl,  p.  760.)  The  Fronrb 
book  Lhiu  inuisliited  was  written  hy  the  Abb£  de  Mootfaa^n  do 
VilUn,  and  wiu  flnit  publitihed  at  pAria  to  1670. 
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entertaining,  when  once  his  shackled  reason  is  led  in 
triumph  by  fancy  and  prejudic"*?  I  Tlie  ancient  alchy- 
niists  gave  very  much  into  this  stufif,  by  which  they 
thought  they  should  discover  the  philosopher's  stone ; 
and  some  of  the  most  celebrated  empirics  employed  it 
in  the  pursuit  of  the  uuiversal  medicine.  Paracelsus, 
a  bold  empiric  and  wild  cabalist,  asserted  that  he  had 
discovered  it,  and  called  it  his  Alkahest.  Why,  or 
wherefore,  God  knows;  only  that  those  madmen  call 
nothing  by  an  intelligible  name.  You  may  eanily 
get  this  book  from  the  Hague ;  read  it,  for  it  will  both 
divert  and  astonish  you ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  teach 
you  nil  admirari ;  a  very  necessary  lesson. 

Your  letters,  except  wheu  upon  a  given  subject,  are 
exceedingly  laconic,  and  neither  answer  my  desires, 
nor  the  purpose  of  letters;  which  should  be  familiar 
conversations  between  absent  friends.  As  I  desire  to 
live  with  you  upon  the  footing  of  an  intimate  friend, 
and  not  of  a  parent,  I  could  wish  that  your  letters 
gave  me  more  particular  accounts  of  youi-self,  and  of 
your  lesser  transactions.  When  you  write  to  me,  sup- 
pose yourself  conversing  freely  with  me,  by  the  fire- 
side. In  that  case,  you  would  naturally  mention  the 
incident*  of  the  day ;  as,  where  you  had  been,  whom 
you  had  seen,  what  you  tliought  of  them,  &c.  Do 
this  in  your  letters;  aoqu^tit  me  sometimes  with  your 
studies,  sometimes  with  your  diversions;  tell  me  of 
any  new  persons  and  characters  that  you  meet  with  in 
company,  and  add  your  own  observations  upon  them: 
in  short,  let  me  see  more  of  you  in  your  letters.  How 
do  you  go  on  with  Lord  Pulteney  ?  and  how  docs  he 
go  on  at  LeipsigV  Has  he  learning,  has  he  parts,  has 
he  application  ?    Is  he  good  or  ill-natured  ?    In  short, 
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what  is  be?  at  least,  what  do  vou  think  him?  You 
may  tell  me  witliout  reserve,  for  I  promise  you  secrecy. 
You  are  now  of  an  age,  tliat  I  am  desirous*  to  begin  a 
confidential  correspondence  with  you  ;  and  us  I  shall, 
on  ray  part,  write  you  very  freely  ray  opinion  upon 
men  and  things,  which  I  should  often  be  very  unwill- 
ing that  anybody  but  you  and  Mr.  Ilarte  should  see; 
so,  ou  your  part,  if  you  write  to  me  without  reserve, 
you  may  de|>end  upou  my  inviolable  secrecy.  If  you 
liave  ever  Ipokcd  into  the  Letters  of  Madame  de  Se- 
vignt?,  to  her  daughter,  Madame  de  Grignau,  you  must 
have  observed  the  ease,  freedom,  and  friendship  of  that 
correspondence;  and  yet,  I  hope  and  believe,  they  did 
not  love  one  another  better  than  we  do.  Tell  me  what 
books  you  ai*e  now  reading,  either  by  way  of  study  or 
amusement;  how  you  pass  your  evenings  when  at 
home,  and  where  you  pass  them  when  obrond.  I 
know  that  you  go  sometimes  to  Madame  Valentin's 
assembly.  What  do  you  <lo  there?  do  you  play,  or 
Bup  ?  or  is  it  only  la  belle  con  veraation  t  Do  you  mind 
your  dancing  while  your  dancing-master  is  with  you  ? 
As  you  will  be  often  under  the  necessity  of  dancing  & 
minuet,  I  would  have  you  <Iancu  it  very  well.  Re- 
member, that  the  graceful  motion  of  the  arms,  the 
giving  your  hand,  and  the  putting-ou  and  puUiug-oQ* 
your  hat  genteelly,  are  the  material  parta  of  a  gentle- 
man's dancing.  But  the  greatest  advantage  of  dancing 
well  is,  that  it  necessarily  teaches  you  to  present  your- 
self, to  sit,  stand,  and  walk  genteelly;  all  which  are 
of  real  importance  to  a  man  of  fashion. 

I  should  wish  that  you  were  polished,  before  you  go 
to  Berlin  ;  where,  as  you  will  be  in  a  great  deal  of  good 
company,  I  would  have  you  have  the  right  manners  for 
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it.  It  is  a  very  considerable  article  to  have  U  ion  de 
la  bonne  compagnie,  in  your  destination  particularly. 
Tlie  principal  busiuesa  of  a  foreign  minister  is,  to  get 
into  the  secrets,  and  to  know  all  Its  allures  of  the  Courts 
at  which  he  reeides:  this  he  can  never  bring  about, 
but  by  such  a  plwising  addrel^SJ  such  engaging  niauners, 
and  such  an  insinuating  behaviour,  as  muj  make  him 
sought  for,  and  in  some  measure  domestic,  in  the  best 
company  and  the  beat  families  of  the  place.  He  will 
then,  indeed,  be  well  infox-med  of  all  that  passes,  either 
by  the  confidences  made  hira,  or  by  the  carelessness  of 
people  in  his  company ;  who  are  accustomed  to  look 
upon  him  as  one  of  them,  and  consequently  not  upon 
their  guard  before  him.  For  a  minister,  who  only 
goes  to  the  Court  he  resides  at  in  form,  to  ask  an  audi- 
ence of  the  Prince  or  the  Minister,  upon  his  hist  in- 
structionSy  puts  them  upon  their  guard,  and  will  never 
know  anything  more  than  what  they  have  a  mind  that 
he  should  kuow.  Here  women  may  be  put  to  some 
use.  A  King*8  mistress,  or  a  Minister's  wife  or  mis- 
tress, may  give  great  and  useful  informations ;  and  are 
very  apt  to  do  it,  being  proud  to  show  they  have  been 
trusted.  But  llien,  in  this  case,  the  height  of  that  sort 
of  address  which  strikes  women  is  requisite ;  I  mean 
that  easy  politeness,  genteel  luul  graceful  address,  and 
that  exlerieur  brillani,  which  they  cannot  witlu^tand. 
There  is  a  sort  of  men  so  like  women,  that  they  are  to 
be  taken  just  in  the  same  way  ;  I  mean  those  who  are 
commonly  called ^«e  wen;  who  swarm  at  all  Courts; 
who  have  little  reflection  and  less  knowledge;  but 
who,  by  their  good- breeding,  and  train-Iran  of  the 
world,  are  u<Iniitted  into  all  compauies;  and,  by  the 
imprudence  or  careles&uc&s  of  their  superiors,  pick  up 
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secrets  worth  knowing,  which  are  easily  got  out  of 
them  by  proper  address.     Adieu  ! 


Batb,  October  12,  0.  S.  174S. 

Dear  Boy, 

I  CAME  liere  three  days  ago,  upon  account  of  a 
diBorder  in  my  stomach,  which  affected  my  head,  and 
gave  me  vertigos.  I  already  find  myself  something 
better;  and,  consequently,  do  not  doubt  that  a  course 
of  these  waters  will  set  me  quite  right.  But,  how- 
ever, and  wherever  I  am,  your  welfare,  your  character, 
your  knowledge,  and  your  morals,  employ  my  thoughts 
more  than  anything  that  can  happen  to  me,  or  that  I 
can  fear  or  hope  for  myself.  I  am  going  off  the  stage, 
you  are  coming  upon  it:  with  me,  what  has  been,  has 
been,  and  reflection  now  would  come  too  late ;  with 
you,  every  thing  is  to  come,  even,  in  some  manner, 
reflection  itself:  so  that  this  is  the  very  time  when 
my  reflections,  the  result  of  experience,  may  be  of 
use  to  you,  by  supplying  the  want  of  yours.  As 
soon  as  you  leave  Leipaig,  you  will  gradually  be 
going  into  tlie  great  world;  where  the  first  impres- 
sions that  you  shall  give  of  youi-self  will  be  of  great 
importance  to  you;  but  those  which  you  shall  receive 
will  l>e  decisive,  for  they  always  stick.  To  keep  good 
company,  especially  at  your  first  setting  out,  is  the 
way  to  receive  good  imprciaions.  If  you  ask  me 
what  1  mean  by  good  company,  1  will  confess  to  yon, 
that  it  is  pretty  difficult  to  define;  but  I  will  en- 
deavour to  make  yon  understand  it  as  well  as  I  can. 

Good  comi^ny  is  not  what  respective  sets  of  oim- 
pany  are  pleased  either  to  call  or  think  themselves, 
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but  it  is  that  aunpany  wlucli  all  the  people  of  the 
plinx;  cftU  aud  acknowledge  to  be  good  company,  not- 
withsUnding  some  objections  which  they  may  form 
to  some  of  the  individuals  who  compose  it.  It  con- 
sists chiefly  (but  by  no  means  without  exception)  of 
people  of  considerable  birth,  rank,  and  character;  for 
people  of  neither  birth  nor  rank  are  frequently,  and 
very  justly,  admitted  into  it,  if  distinguished  by  any 
peculiar  merit,  or  eminency  in  any  liberal  art  or  sci- 
ence. Nay,  80  motley  a  thing  is  good  company,  that 
many  people,  without  birth,  rank,  or  merit,  intrude 
into  it  by  their  own  forwardness,  and  others  slide  into 
it  by  the  protection  of  some  considerable  person ;  and 
some  even  of  indifferent  characters  and  morals  make 
part  of  it.  But,  in  the  main,  the  good  part  ]>repon- 
derates,  and  people  of  infamous  and  blasted  char- 
acters are  never  admitted.  In  this  fashionable  good 
company,  the  best  manners  and  the  best  language  of 
the  place  are  most  unquestionably  to  be  learnt;  for 
they  establish  and  give  the  tone  to  both,  wliich  are 
therefore  called  the  language  and  manners  of  good 
company,  there  being  no  legtil  tribunal  to  ascertain 
either. 

A  company  consisting  wholly  of  people  of  the  first 
quality  cannot,  for  that  reason,  be  called  good  com- 
pany, in  the  common  acceptation  of  the  phrase,  un- 
less they  are,  into  the  bargain,  the  fashionable  and 
accredited  company  of  the  place;  for  people  of  the 
very  first  quality  can  be  us  silly,  as  ill-bred,  and  as 
worthless,  as  people  of  the  meanest  degree.  On  the 
other  hand,  a  company  consisting  entirely  of  people 
of  very  low  condition,  whatever  their  merit  or  parts 
may  be,  can  never  be  called  good  company,  and  con- 
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sequently  should  not  be  muuli  frequented,  thougii  by 
no  means  despised. 

A  compauy  wholly  composed  of  men  of  learning, 
though  greatly  to  be  valued  and  respected,  is  not 
ineanl  by  the  vtovda  ffood  company :  they  eainiol  Iiave 
the  easy  manners  and  fourtiure  of  the  world,  as  they 
do  not  live  in  it.  If  you  can  bear  your  part  well  in 
8uch  a  compauy,  it  is  extremely  right  to  be  in  it 
sometimes,  and  you  will  be  but  more  esteemetl  in  other 
companies  for  haviug  a  place  in  that;  but  then  do 
not  let  it  engross  you,  for,  if  you  do,  you  will  be  only 
considered  as  one  of  the  lUeraii  by  profession,  which 
is  not  the  way  either  to  shine  or  rise  in  the  world. 

The  compuriy  of  professed  wits  and  poets  is  ex- 
tremely inviting  to  most  young  men,  wiio,  if  they 
have  wit  themselves,  arc  pleased  with  it,  and,  if  they 
have  none,  are  sillily  proud  of  being  one  of  it;  but  it 
should  be  frequented  with  moderation  and  judgment, 
and  you  should  by  no  means  give  yourself  up  to  it. 
A  wit  is  a  very  uu|)opular  denomination,  as  it  carries 
terror  along  with  it;  and  people  in  general  are  as 
much  afraid  of  a  live  wit  in  compauy  as  a  woman  is 
of  a  gun,  which  she  thinks  may  go  off  of  iUelf.  and 
do  her  a  mischief.  Their  acquaintance  is,  however, 
worth  seeking,  and  their  company  worth  frequenting; 
but  not  exclusively  of  others,  nor  to  such  a  degree  ae 
to  be  considered  only  as  one  of  that  particular  set 

But  the  company  which  of  all  others  you  should 
most  carefully  avoid,  is  that  \o\s  conipuny  which,  iu 
every  sense  of  the  word,  is  low  indeed — low  iu  rank, 
low  in  parts,  low  in  manners,  and  low  in  merit.  You 
will,  |>crhajis,  be  surprised  that  I  should  think  it 
ueoessary  to  warn  you  against  such  compauy ;  but  yet 
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I  do  not  think  it  wholly  uuneccssary,  after  the  mnny 
instiinces  which  1  have  seen  of  men  of*  sense  and 
rank,  discredited,  vilifietl,  and  undone,  hy  keeping 
such  company.  Vanity,  that  source  of  many  of  our 
follies,  and  of  some  of  our  crimes,  has  sunk  many  a 
man  into  company  in  every  light  infiuitely  below 
iiimsolf,  for  tlie  aake  of  being  the  first  man  in  it: 
there  he  dictates,  is  applauded,  admired;  and,  for  the 
Bake  of  being  the  Coryphcstis  of  that  wretched  chorue, 
disgraces  and  di.^pmlifies  himself  soon  for  any  better 
company.  Depend  upon  it,  you  will  sink  or  rise  to 
the  level  of  the  company  which  you  commonly  keep; 
— people  will  judge  of  you,  and  not  unreasonably,  by 
that.  There  is  good  sense  in  the  Spanish  saying, 
"Tell  me  whom  you  live  with,  and  I  will  tell  you 
"  who  you  are,"  Make  it  therefore  your  busiuess^ 
wherever  yon  are,  to  get  into  tliat  company  which 
everybody  of  the  place  allows  to  be  the  best  company, 
next  to  their  own — which  is  the  best  definition  that  I 
can  give  you  of  goo<l  company.  But  here,  too,  one 
caution  is  very  necessary,  for  want  of  which  many 
young  men  have  been  ruined,  even  in  good  company. 
Good  comjiany  (as  I  have  before  observed)  is  com- 
posed of  a  great  variety  of  fashionable  people,  whose 
characters  and  morals  are  very  different,  though  their 
manners  are  pretty  much  the  same.  AVhen  a  young 
man,  new  in  tlie  world,  first  gets  into  that  company, 
he  very  rightly  determines  to  conform  to  and  imitate 
it;  but  then  he  loo  often,  and  fatally,  mistakes  the 
objects  of  his  imitation.  He  has  often  heard  that 
absurd  term  of  genteel  and  fashionable  vices.  He 
there  sees  some  people  who  shine,  and  who  in  general 
are  admired  and  esteemed ;  and  observes  that  these 
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people  are  w masters,  drunkards,  or  gamesters; 

upoii  wliicli  he  adopU  tlieir  vices,  miatakiug  tlieir  de- 
fects for  their  perfections,  and  thinking  that  they  owe 
their  fashion  and  their  lustre  to  those  genteel  vices. 
Whereas  it  is  exactly  the  reverse,  lor  tlie^e  people 
have  acquired  their  reputation  by  their  parts,  their 
learning,  their  good-breeding,  and  other  real  accom- 
plishments; and  are  only  blemished  and  lowered,  in 
the  opinions  of  all  reasonable  peo[>le,  and  of  tlieir 
own,  in  time,  by  these  genteel  and  fashionable  vices. 

A  w master  in  a  fiux,  or  without  a  nose,  is  a  very 

genteel  person  indeed,  and  well  worthy  of  imit;ition ; 
a  drunkard,  vomiting  up  at  night  the  wine  of  the  day, 
and  stupified  by  the  headach  all  the  next,  is,  doubt- 
less, a  fine  model  to  copy  from  ;  and  a  gamester,  tear- 
ing his  hair  and  blaspheming,  for  having  lost  more 
than  he  had  in  the  world,  is  surely  a  most  amiable 
character.  No ;  these  are  allays,  and  great  ones  loo, 
which  can  never  adorn  any  character,  but  will  always 
debase  the  beat.  To  prove  this,  suppose  any  man, 
without  parts  and  some  other  good  qualities,  to  be 

merely  a  w master,  a  druukard,  or  a  gamester — 

how  will  he  be  looked  u|)oti  by  all  sorU  of  people? 
Why,  as  a  most  contemptible  and  vicious  animal. 
Therefore  it  is  plain  that,  in  these  mixed  characters, 
the  good  part  only  makes  people  forgive,  but  not 
approve,  the  bad. 

1  will  hope,  and  believe,  that  you  will  have  no 
vice« ;  but  if,  unfortunately,  you  should  have  any,  at 
least  I  beg  of  you  to  be  content  with  your  own,  and 
to  adopt  no  other  body's.  The  adoption  of  vice  has, 
I  am  convinced,  ruined  ten  times  more  young  men 
than  nuturul  inclJnationa. 
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As  I  make  no  difficulty  of  coafcseing  my  past 
errors,  where  I  think  the  coufeesion  may  be  of  use  to 
you,  I  will  own  that,  when  I  Brst  went  to  the  uni- 
versity, I  drank  imd  Bmokcd,  notwithstonding  the 
aversion  I  had  to  wine  and  tobacco,  only  because  I 
thought  it  genteel,  and  that  it  made  me  look  like  a 
man.  When  I  went  abroad,  I  first  went  to  the  Hague, 
where  ganaing  was  much  in  fashion ;  and  where  I  ob- 
served that  many  peoj)le  of  shining  rank  and  char- 
acter gamed  too.  I  was  then  young  enough,  and 
silly  enough,  to  believe  that  gaming  was  one  of  their 
accomplishments;  and,  as  I  aimed  at  perfection,  I 
adopted  gaming  as  a  necessary  step  to  it.  Thus  I 
acquired,  by  eri-or,  the  habit  of  a  vice  which,  far  from 
adorning  my  character,  has,  I  am  conscious,  been  a 
great  blemish  in  it. 

Imitate,  tlien,  with  discernment  and  judgment,  the 
real  perfections  of  the  good  company  into  which  you 
may  get;  copy  their  politeness,  their  carriage,  their 
address,  and  the  easy  and  well-bred  turn  of  their 
conversation ;  but  remember,  that,  let  them  shine  ever 
so  bright,  their  vices,  if  they  have  any,  are  so  many 
spots,  which  you  would  no  more  imitate  than  you 
would  make  an  artificial  wart  u|khi  your  iace,  because 
some  very  handsome  man  had  the  misfortune  to  have 
a  natural  one  upon  his :  but,  on  the  contrary,  think 
how  much  handfiomer  he  would  have  been  without  it. 

Having  thus  confessed  some  of  my  egaremen^y  I 
will  now  show  you  a  little  of  my  right  side.  I  always 
endeavoured  to  get  into  the  beat  company  wherever  I 
was,  and  commonly  succeeded.  There  I  pleased,  to 
some  degree,  by  showing  a  desire  to  please.  I  took 
care  never  to  be  absent  or  distrail;  but,  on  the  con- 
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trary,  attended  to  every  tiling  tliat  was  said,  done,  or 
even    looked,   iu   comi>any :   I   never  failed  in   tlie 
minutest  attentions,  and  was  never  journalier.    These 
things,  and  not  my  e(/aremens,  nmde  me  fashionable. 
Adieu  I  this  letter  is  full  long  enough. 


Bath.  October  19,  0. 8. 1748. 

Dear  Boy, 

Having,  in  my  last,  pointed  out  what  sort  of  com- 
pany you  flhould  keep,  I  will  now  give  you  some  rules 
for  your  conduct  in  it;  rules  which  my  own  experi- 
ence and  observation  enable  me  to  lay  down  and  com- 
municate to  you  with  some  degree  of  confidence.  I 
have  often  given  you  hints  of  this  kind  before,  bat 
then  it  has  been  by  snatches ;  I  will  now  be  more  reg- 
ular and  methodical.  I  shall  say  nothing  with  regard 
to  your  bodily  tyirriage  and  address,  but  leave  them  to 
the  care  of  your  dancing-master,  and  to  your  own 
attention  to  the  best  models :  remember,  however,  that 
they  are  of  consequence. 

Talk  often,  but  never  long;  in  that  case,  if  you  do 
not  please,  at  least  you  are  sure  not  to  tire  your  hearers. 
Pay  your  own  reckoning,  but  do  not  treat  the  whole 
company ;  this  being  one  of  the  very  few  cases  in 
which  people  do  not  care  to  be  treated,  every  one  being 
fully  convinced  that  he  h:is  wlierewitlml  to  pay. 

Tell  stories  very  seldom,  and  absolutely  never  but 
where  they  are  very  apt,  and  very  short.  Omit  every 
circumstance  that  is  not  material,  and  beware  of  digres- 
sions. To  have  frequent  recourse  to  narrative  l)etray« 
great  want  of  imagination. 

Never  hold  anybody  by  the  button,  or  the  band,  in 


TO   BIS  80K.  ON  EDUCATION. 


217 


order  to  be  heard  out ;  for,  if  people  nre  uot  willing 
to  hear  you,  you  luul  much  better  hold  your  tongue 
tliaii  them. 

Most  long  talkers  single  out  some  one  unfortunate 
man  in  company  {commonly  him  whom  they  observe 
to  be  the  most  siicnt,  or  their  next  neighbour)  to 
whisper,  or  at  least,  in  a  half  voice,  to  convey  a  con- 
tinuity of  worda  to.  This  is  excessively  ill-bred,  and, 
in  some  degree,  a  fraud ;  conversation-stock  being  a 
joint  and  common  property.  But,  on  the  other  hand, 
if  one  of  these  unmerciful  talkers  lays  hold  of  you, 
hear  him  witli  patience,  and  at  least  seeming  attention, 
if  he  ia  worth  obliging;  for  nothing  will  oblige  him 
more  than  a  patient  hearing,  as  nothing  would  hurt 
him  more  than  either  to  leave  him  in  the  midst  of  his 
discourse,  or  to  discover  your  impatience  under  your 
affliction. 

Take,  rather  than  give,  the  tone  of  the  company 
you  are  in.  If  you  have  parts,  you  will  show  them, 
more  or  less,  ujxin  every  subject ;  and,  if  you  have 
not,  you  had  better  talk  sillily  upon  a  subject  of  other 
people's  than  of  your  own  choosing. 

Avoid  us  much  as  you  can,  in  mixed  companies,  ar- 
gumentative polemical  conversations;  which,  though 
they  should  not,  yet  certainly  do,  indispose,  for  a  time, 
the  contending  parties  towards  each  other ;  and,  if  the 
controverey  grows  warm  ami  noisy,  endeavour  lo  put 
an  end  to  it  by  some  genteel  levity  or  joke.  I  quieted 
such  a  conversation  hubbub  once,  by  representing  to 
tliem  that,  though  I  wa«  persuaded  none  there  present 
wonld  repeat,  out  of  company,  what  passed  in  it,  yet  I 
could  not  answer  for  tlie  discretion  of  the  passengers  in 
the  street,  who  nmst  necessarily  hear  all  that  was  said. 
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Above  all  things,  and  upon  all  occasions,  avoid 
8[>eaking  of  yourself,  if  it  be  possible.  Such  is  the 
natural  pride  and  vanity  of  our  hearts,  that  it  pei-pet- 
ually  breaks  out,  even  in  people  of  the  best  parte,  in 
all  the  various  modes  and  figures  of  the  egotisna. 

Some  abruptly  sj^eak  advantageously  of  tlieniselves, 
without  either  pretence  or  provocation.  They  are  im- 
pudent. Others  proceed  more  artfully,  as  they  imag- 
ine, and  forge  accusations  against  themselves,  com])lain 
of  cahiranies  which  they  never  heard,  in  order  to 
justify  themselves,  by  exhibiting  a  catalogue  of  their 
many  virtues,  *They  acknowledge  it  may,  indeed, 
seem  odd,  that  they  should  talk  in  that  manner  of 
themselves ;  it  is  what  they  do  not  like,  and  what  they 
never  would  have  done;  no,  no  tortures  should  ever 
have  forced  it  from  them,  if  they  had  not  been  thus 
unjustly  and'monstrously  accused.  But,  in  these  cases, 
justice  is  surely  due  to  one's  self,  as  well  as  to  others; 
and.  when  our  character  is  attacked,  we  may  say,  in 
our  own  justification,  wlial  otherwise  we  never  would 
have  said.'  This  thin  veil  of  modesty  drawn  before 
vanity,  is  much  too  transparent  to  conceal  it,  even 
from  very  moderate  discernment. 

Other.**  go  more  modestly  and  more  slily  still  (as 
they  think)  to  work ;  hut,  in  my  mind,  still  more 
ridiculously.  They  confess  tlxemselves  {not  without 
some  degree  of  shame  and  confusion)  into  all  the  car- 
dinal virtues  ;  by  first  degrading  them  into  weaknesses, 
and  then  owning  their  misfortune,  in  being  made  up 
of  those  weaknesses.  *  They  cannot  see  jicople  suffer, 
without  sympathizing  with,  and  endeavouring  to  help 
them.  They  cannot  sec  people  want,  without  reliev- 
jug  them ;  thougii,  Irnly,  their  own  circuniHiauces  can- 
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not  very  well  afford  it.  They  cannot  help  speaking 
truth,  though  they  know  all  the  imprudeuce  of  it. 
In  ehort,  tbcy  know  that,  with  all  these  weaknesses, 
they  are  not  fit  to  live  in  the  world,  much  less  to  thrive 
iu  it.  But  they  are  now  too  old  to  change,  and  must 
ruh  on  as  well  as  they  can.'  This  sounds  too  ridicu- 
lous and  oulre^  almost,  for  the  stage ;  and  yet,  take  my 
word  for  it,  you  will  frequently  meet  with  it  upon  the 
common  f^tage  of  the  world.  And  here  I  will  observe, 
by  the  bye,  that  you  will  often  meet  with  characters 
in  nature  so  extravagant,  that  a  discreet  poet  would 
not  venture  to  set  them  upon  the  stage  iu  their  true 
and  high  colouring. 

This  principle  of  vanity  and  pride  is  so  strong  in 
humun  nature,  that  it  descends  even  to  the  lowest  ob- 
jects ;  and  one  often  sees  people  angling  for  praise, 
where,  admitting  all  they  say  to  be  true,  (which,  by 
the  way,  it  seldt)m  is,)  no  just  praise  is  to  he  caught. 
One  man  affirms  that  he  has  rode  [X)st  au  huudret.1 
miles  in  six  hours:  probably  it  is  a  lie;  hut  supjMM- 
ing  it  to  be  true,  what  then  ?  Why,  he  is  a  very  good 
post-boy,  that  is  all.  Another  asserts,  and  probably 
not  without  oaths,  that  he  has  drank  six  or  eight  bot- 
tles of  wine  at  a  sitting :  out  of  charity,  I  will  believe 
him  a  liar ;  for,  if  I  do  not,  I  must  thiuk  him  a  beast. 

Such,  and  a  thousand  more,  are  the  follies  and  ex- 
travagancies, which  vanity  draws  people  into,  and 
which  always  defeat  their  own  purpose,  and,  as  Waller 
says  upon  another  subject, 

Make  tb«  wrotcb  the  moat  deapUed, 
Where  most  he  wishes  to  be  prized. 

The  only  sure  way  of  avoiding  theso  evils  is  never 
to  speak  of  yourself  at  oil.     But  when  historically 
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you  are  obligeil  to  mention  yourself,  take  care  not  to 
drop  one  single  word,  that  can  directly  or  indirectly 
be  construed  as  fishing  for  applause.  Be  your  char- 
acter what  it  will,  it  will  be  known;  and  nobody  will 
take  it  upon  your  own  word.  Never  imngine  that  any- 
thing you  can  say  yourself  will  varnish  your  defects, 
or  add  lustre  to  your  perfections ;  but,  on  the  contrary, 
it  may,  and  nine  times  in  ten  will,  make  the  former 
more  glaring,  and  the  latter  obscure.  If  you  are 
silent  upon  your  own  subject,  neither  envy,  indigna- 
tion, nor  ridicule  will  obstruct  or  allay  the  applause 
which  you  may  really  deserve;  but  if  you  publish 
your  own  panegyric,  upon  any  occasion,  or  in  any 
shape  whatsoever,  and  however  artfully  dressed  or  dis- 
guised, they  will  all  conspire  against  you,  and  you  will 
be  disappointed  of  the  very  end  you  aim  at. 

Take  care  never  to  seem  dark  and  mysterious; 
which  is  mot  only  a  very  unaraiable  character,  but  a 
very  suspicious  one  too ;  if  you  seem  mysterious  with 
others,  they  will  be  really  so  with  you,  and  you  will 
know  nothing.  The  height  of  abilities  is,  to  have 
volt^  gcioUo  and /)(??i*i>ri  itretii ;  that  is,  a  frank,  open, 
and  ingenuous  exterior,  with  a  prudent  au<i  reserved 
interior:  to  be  upon  your  own  guard,  and  yet,  by  a 
seeming  natural  openness,  to  put  people  off  theirs. 
Depend  upon  it,  nine  in  ten  of  every  company  you 
are  in  will  avail  lliemselves  of  every  indiscreet  and 
unguarded  expression  of  yours,  if  they  can  turn  it  to 
their  own  advantage.  A  prudent  reserve  ia  there- 
fore as  necessary  as  a  seeming  0|>enne8s  is  prudent. 
Always  look  people  in  the  face  when  you  speak  to 
them  ;  tiic  not  doing  it  is  thought  to  imply  conscious 
guilt;  besides  that,  you  lose  the  advantage  of  obeenr- 
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ing  by  their  couutennnces  what  impression  your  dis- 
course makes  upon  them,  lii  order  to  kuow  people's 
real  seutiments,  I  trust  much  more  to  my  eyes  than 
to  my  ears;  for  tliey  can  say  whatever  they  have  a 
mind  I  should  hear;  but  they  cau  seldom  help  look- 
ing what  they  have  no  intentiou  that  I  should  know. 

Neither  retail  nor  receive  scandal  willingly ;  for 
though  the  defamation  of  others  may  for  the  present 
gratify  the  malignity  of  the  pritle  of  our  hearts,  oool 
reflection  will  draw  very  disadvantageous  conclusions 
from  such  a  disposition ;  and  in  the  case  of  scandal^ 
as  in  that  of  robbery,  the  receiver  is  always  thought 
as  bad  as  the  thief. 

Mimickry,  which  is  the  common  and  favourite 
amusement  of  little  low  minds,  is  in  the  utmost  con- 
tempt with  great  ones.  It  is  the  lowest  and  most 
illiberal  of  all  buffoonery.  Pray,  neither  pructise  it 
youreelf,  nor  applaml  it  in  others.  Besides  that,  the 
person  mimicked  is  insulted;  and,  as  I  liave  often 
observed  to  you  l)efore,  an  insult  is  never  forgiven. 

I  need  not,  I  l>eli€ve,  advise  you  to  adapt  your 
conversation  to  the  [jeople  you  are  conversing  with; 
for  I  suppose  you  would  not,  without  this  caution, 
have  talked  upon  the  same  subject  and  iu  the  same 
manner  to  a  Minister  of  state,  a  Bishop,  a  philosopher, 
a  Captain,  and  a  woman.  A  mau  of  the  world  must, 
like  the  cameleon,  be  able  to  tiike  every  different  hue, 
which  is  by~no  means  a  criminal  or  abject,  but  a 
necessary  complaisance,  for  it  relates  only  to  manners, 
and  not  to  morals. 

One  word  only  aa  to  swearing ;  and  that  I  hope 
and  believe  is  more  than  is  necessary.  You  may 
sometimes  hear  some  people  in  good  company  inter- 
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lard  their  discourse  with  oaths,  by  way  of  embellish- 
ment, as  they  think;  but  you  must  observe,  too,  that 
those  who  do  so  are  never  those  who  contribute  in 
any  degree  to  give  that  company  the  denomination 
of  good  company.  They  are  always  subalterne,  or 
people  of  low  education ;  for  tliat  practice,  besidea 
that  it  has  no  one  temptation  to  plead,  is  as  silly  and 
as  illiberal  as  it  is  wicked. 

Loud  laugliter  is  tlie  mirth  of  the  mob,  who  are 
only  pleased  with  silly  things;  for  true  wit  or  good 
sense  never  excited  a  luugh  since  the  creation  of  the 
world.  A  man  of  parts  and  fashion  is  therefore  only 
seen  to  smile,  but  never  heard  to  laugh. 

But,  to  conclude  this  long  letter;  all  the  above- 
mentioned  rules,  however  carefully  you  may  observe 
them,  will  lose  half  their  effect  if  imaccompanied  by 
the  Graces,  Whatever  you  say,  if  you  say  it  with  a 
supercilious,  cynical  face,  or  an  embarrassed  counte- 
nance, or  a  silly,  disconcerted  grin,  will  be  ill  received. 
If,  into  the  bargain,  you  viiUter  U,  or  uUer  it  i/idU- 
iinctly  and  unffraccfuUyt  it  will  be  still  worse  re- 
ceived. If  your  air  and  address  are  vulgar,  awkward, 
and  gmtr.he^  you  may  be  esteemetl  indeed  if  you  have 
great  intrinsic  merit;  but  you  will  never  please,  and 
without  pleasing  you  will  rise  but  heavily.  Venue, 
among  the  ancients,  was  synonymous  with  the  Graces, 
who  were  always  supposed  to  accompany  her ;  and 
Horace  tells  us,  that  even  youth,  and  Mercury,  the 
god  of  arts  aud  eloquence,  would  not  do  without  lier. 

— /Vttn  eomU  uoe  te  Juvoutu 

Mereuriasqne. 

Tliey  are  not  inexorable  ladies,  and  may  be  had  if 
properly  and  diligently  pursued.     Adieu  I 
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Bath,  October  29,  O.  S.  1748. 

Dear  Bot, 

My  anxiety  for  your  success  increases  in  proportion 
as  the  time  approaches  of  your  taking  your  part  upon 
the  great  stage  of  tlie  world.  The  umlience  will  form 
tlieir  opinion  of  you  upon  your  firet  appearance, 
(making  the  proper  allowance  for  your  inex[)erieuce,) 
and  80  far  it  will  be  final,  that,  though  it  may  vary 
aa  to  the  degrees,  it  will  never  totally  change.  This 
consideration  excites  that  restless  attention  with  which 
I  am  constantly  examining  how  I  can  best  contribute 
to  the  perfection  of  that  character  in  which  the  least 
spot  or  blemish  would  give  me  more  real  concern  than 
I  am  now  cai>able  of  feeling  upon  any  other  account 
whatsoever. 

I  have  long  since  done  mentioning  your  great 
religious  and  moral  duties,  because  1  could  not 
make  your  understanding  so  bad  a  compliment,  as  to 
8up|K>se  that  you  wanted  or  could  receive  any  new 
instructions  upon  those  two  important  points.  Mr. 
Harte,  I  am  sure,  has  not  neglected  them;  besides, 
they  are  so  obvious  to  common  sense  and  reason,  that 
commentators  may  (as  they  often  do)  perplex,  but 
cannot  make  them  clearer.  My  province,  therefore, 
is  to  supply  by  my  experience  your  hitherto  inevita- 
ble inexperience  in  the  ways  of  the  world.  People 
at  your  age  are  in  a  state  of  natural  ebricty,  and 
want  rails  and  ffard€fous  wherever  they  go,  to  hinder 
them  from  breaking  their  necks.  This  drunkenness 
of  youth  is  not  only  tolerated,  but  even  pleases,  if 
kept  within  certain  bounds  of  discretion  and  decency. 
Those  bounds  are  the  point  which  il  is  difficult  for 
the  drunken  man  himself  to  find  out;  and  there  it  is 
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that  the  experience  of  a  frienj  may  not  only  serve, 
but  save  him. 

Carry  with  you,  and  welcome,  into  company  all  the 
gaiety  and  spirits,  but  as  little  of  the  giddiness  of 
youth  as  you  can.  The  former  will  charm,  but  th'e 
latt«r  will  often,  though  innocently,  implacably  offend. 
Inform  yourself  of  the  characters  and  situations  of  tlie 
company  before  you  give  way  to  what  your  imogiua- 
tion  may  prompt  you  to  &ay.  There  are  in  all  cora- 
panies  more  wrong  heads  tlian  right  ones,  and  many 
more  who  deserve  than  who  like  censure.  Should 
you  therefore  expatiate  in  the  praise  of  some  virtue, 
which  some  iu  conijiany  notoriously  want,  or  declaim 
against  any  vice  which  others  are  notoriously  infected 
with,  your  reflections,  however  general  and  unapplied, 
will,  by  being  applicable,  be  thought  pei-bonal  and 
levelled  at  those  people.  This  consideration  {)oinlB 
out  to  you  sufficiently  not  to  l)e  suspicious  and  cap- 
tious yourself,  nor  to  suppose  that  things,  because  they 
may,  are  llierefore  mejint  at  you.  The  mannei's  of 
well-bred  people  secure  one  from  those  indirect  and 
mean  attacks ;  hut  if,  by  chance,  a  flippant  woman  or 
a  pert  coxcomb  lets  off"  anything  of  that  kind,  it  la 
much  better  not  to  seem  to  understand,  thmi  to  reply 
to  it 

Cautiously  avoid  talking  of  either  your  own  or 
other  people's  domestic  affairs.  Youi-s  are  nothing  to 
them,  but  te<liou8;  theirs  are  nothing  to  you.  The 
subject  is  a  tender  one;  and  it  is  odds  but  you  touch 
somebody  or  other's  sore  place;  for  in  this  case  tliere 
is  no  trusting  to  specious  appearances,  which  may  bo, 
and  often  are,  so  contrary  to  the  real  situation?  of  things 
between  men  and  their  wives,  parents  and  their  chil- 
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dren,  st'cming;  friends,  etc.,  tbat,  with  tl»e  best  intentiona 
in  the  world,  one  often  blunders  disagrewibly. 

Remember,  that  tlie  wit,  humoar,  and  jokes  of  mo«t 
mixed  companies  are  local.  They  thrive  in  that  par- 
ticular soil,  but  will  not  often  bear  transplanting. 
Every  company  is  differently  circumstanced,  lias  its 
particular  cant  and  jargon,  which  may  give  occasion 
to  wit  and  miith  within  that  circle,  but  would  seem 
flat  and  insipid  in  any  other,  and  therefore  will  not 
bear  repeating.  Nothing  makes  a  man  look  sillier 
than  a  pleasantry  not  relished  or  not  understood ;  and 
if  he  meets  with  a  profound  silence  when  he  expected 
a  general  applause,  or,  what  is  worse,  if  he  is  desired 
to  explain  the  bon  mot,  his  awkward  and  embarrassed 
situation  is  easier  imagined  than  described.  A  propos 
of  repeating;  take  great  care  never  to  repeat  (I  do 
not  mean  here  the  pleasantries)  in  one  company  what 
you  hear  in  another.  Things  seemingly  indifferent, 
may,  by  circulation,  have  nuxch  graver  consecpiences 
than  you  would  imagine.  Besides,  there  ia  a  general 
tacit  trust  in  conversation  by  which  a  man  is  obliged 
not  to  report  anything  out  of  it,  though  he  is  not 
immediately  enjoinetl  secrecy,  A  retailer  of  this 
kind  is  sure  to  draw  himself  into  a  thousand  scrapes 
and  <tiscuijsion8,  and  to  be  shily  and  uncomfortably 
received  wherever  he  goes. 

You  will  find,  in  most  good  company,  some  people 
who  only  keep  their  place  there  by  a  contemptible 
title  enougii, — those  are  what  wc  call  very  ffOod-?i  a  tared 
felioics,  and  the  French  boris  diables.  The  truth  is, 
they  are  people  without  any  parts  or  fancy,  and  who» 
having  no  will  of  their  own,  readily  assent  to,  concur 
in,  and  applaud  whatever  is  said  or  done  in  the  com- 
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pnny;  and  adopt,  with  the  same  alacrity,  the  most 
virtuous  or  the  most  criminal,  the  wisest  or  the  silliest 
scheme,  that  happens  to  be  entertained  by  the  major- 
ity of  the  company.  This  foolish,  and  ofiteu  criminal 
complaisance,  flows  from  u  foolish  cause, — the  want 
of  any  other  merit.  1  hope  yon  will  hold  your  place 
in  company  by  a  nobler  tenure,  and  that  you  will  hold 
it  (you  can  bear  a  quibble,  I  believe,  yet)  in  capile. 
Have  a  will  and  an  opinion  of  your  own,  and  adhere 
to  them  steadily ;  but  then  do  it  with  good-humour, 
good-breeding,  and  (if  you  have  it)  witli  urbanity; 
for  you  have  not  yet  beard  enough  either  to  pi-each  or 
censure. 

All  other  kinds  of  complaisance  are  not  only  blame- 
less, but  necessary  in  good  company.  Not  to  seem  to 
perceive  the  little  weaknesses,  and  the  idle  but  inno- 
cent affectations  of  the  company,  but  even  to  flatter 
them  in  a  certain  manner,  is  not  only  very  allowable, 
but,  in  truth,  a  sort  of  jwlite  duty.  They  will  be 
pleased  wiih  you,  if  you  do ;  and  will  certainly  not  be 
reformed  by  you,  if  you  do  not.  For  instance;  you 
will  find,  in  every  groupe  of  company,  two  principal 
figures,  mz.  the  fine  lady  and  the  fine  gentleman ;  who 
absolutely  give  the  law  of  wit,  language,  fasliion,  and 
taste,  to  the  rest  of  tliat  society.  There  is  always  a 
strict,  and  often,  for  the  time  being,  a  tender  alliance 
between  these  two  figures.  The  Indy  looks  upon  her 
empire  as  founded  upon  the  divine  right  of  beimty, 
(and  full  as  good  a  divine  right  it  is,  as  any  King, 
Em|>cror,  or  Pope  can  pretend  to;)  she  requires,  and 
commonly  meets  with,  unlimited  passive  obedience. 
And  why  should  she  not  meet  wilh  it?  Her  dc- 
maiids  go  no  higher  than  to  have  her  unquestioned 
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■eminence  in  beauty,  wit,  and  fashion,  firmly 
^established.  Few  Sovereigns  (by  the  way)  are  so 
reasonable.  The  fine  gentleman's  claims  of  right  are, 
muta/U  mtUandU,  the  same ;  and  though,  indeed,  he  is 
not  always  a  wit  de  jure,  yet,  as  he  is  the  wit  de  facto 
of  timt  company,  he  is  entitled  to  a  share  of  your 
allegiance ;  and  everybody  expects,  at  least,  as  much 
as  they  are  entitled  to,  if  not  something  more.  Pru- 
dence bids  you  make  your  court  to  these  joint  Sover- 
eigns ;  and  no  duty,  that  I  know  of,  forbids  it.  Re- 
bellion, here,  is  exceedingly  dangerous,  and  inevitably 
punished  by  banishment,  and  immediate  forfeiture  of 
all  your  wit,  manners,  taste,  and  fashion:  as,  on  the 
other  hand,  a  cheerful  submission,,  not  without  some 
flattery,  is  sure  to  procure  you  a  strong  recommenda- 
tion, and  mast  effectual  pass,  throughout  all  their,  and 
probably  the  neighbouring  dominions.  With  a  mod- 
erate share  of  sagacity,  you  will,  before  you  have  been 
half  an  hour  iu  tiieir  company,  easily  discover  these 
two  priucipal  figni-cs;  both  by  the  deference  which 
you  will  observe  the  whole  company  pay  them,  and 
by  that  easy,  careless,  an*!  serene  air,  which  their  cou- 
sciousnesfl  of  power  gives  them.  As  in  this  case,  so 
in  all  others,  aim  always  at  the  highest;  get  always 
into  the  highest  company,  and  address  yourself  par- 
ticularly to  the  highest  in  it.  The  search  after  the 
unattainable  philosopher's  stone  has  occasioned  a  thou- 
sand useful  discoveries,  which  otherwise  would  never 
have  been  made. 

What  the  French  justly  call  Ui  mani^rea  nobles, 
are  only  to  be  acquired  in  the  very  best  companies. 
They  are  the  distinguishing  characteristics  of  men  of 
faabioo :  people  of  low  education  never  wear  tliem  so 
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close  but  that  some  part  or  other  of  the  original  vul- 
garism appears.  Leg  mani^res  noblvjs  etjually  forbid 
insolent  contempt,  or  low  envy  and  jealousy.  Low 
people  in  good  circumstances,  fine  clothes,  and  equi- 
pages, will  insolently  show  contempt  for  all  those  who 
cannot  afford  as  fine  clothes,  as  good  an  equi[>age,  and 
who  liave  not  (as  their  term  is)  as  much  money  in 
their  pockets:  on  the  otiier  hand,  they  are  gnawed 
with  envy,  and  cannot  help  discovering  it,  of  those 
who  surpass  them  in  any  of  these  articles,  which  are 
far  from  being  sure  criterions  of  merit.  They  are 
likewise  jealous  of  being  Hlighte<l,  and,  consequently, 
suspicious  and  captious :  they  are  eager  and  hot  about 
trifles,  because  trifles  were,  at  first,  their  affaire  of 
consequence.  Les  matii^res  nobles  imply  exactly  the 
reverse  of  all  this.  Study  them  early;  you  cannot 
make  Uiem  too  habitual  and  familiar  to  you. 

Just  as  I  had  written  what  goes  before,  I  received 
your  letter  of  the  24th,  N,S.,  but  I  have  not  received 
that  which  you  mention  from  Mr.  Harte.  Yours  is 
of  tlie  kind  that  1  desire,  for  1  want  to  see  your  pri- 
vate picture  drawn  by  yourself  at  different  sittiugu; 
for  though,  as  it  is  drawn  by  yourself,  I  presume 
you  will  take  the  most  advantageous  likeness,  yet  I 
thiuk  I  have  skill  enough  in  that  kind  of  painting  Lo 
discover  the  true  features,  though  ever  so  artfully 
coloured  or  thrown  into  skilful  lights  aud  shades. 

By  your  account  of  the  German  play,  which  1  do 
not  know  whether  I  should  call  trage<ly  or  comedy, 
the  only  shining  part  of  it  (since  I  am  in  a  way  of 
quibbling)  seems  to  have  beeu  the  Fox*8  tail.  I  pre- 
BUine,  Um),  that  the  play  has  had  the  same  fate  with 
the  squib,  aud  haa  gone  off  no  more.     1  remember 
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a  squib  much  better  applied,  when  it  wns  made  the 
device  of  the  coloure  of  a  French  regiment  of  grena- 
diers ;  it  was  represented  bursting,  with  this  motto 
under  it, — Pfiream  dum  luccam. 

I  like  the  descriptiou  of  your  pic-ntCf  where  I  take 
it  for  granted  tliat  your  cardn  are  only  to  break  the 
formality  of  a  circle,  and  your  si/mposion  lutcuded 
more  to  promote  conversation  than  drinking.  Such 
an  amicable  collision^  as  Lord  Shaftesbury  very  pret- 
tily calls  it,  rubs  off  aud  smooths  those  rough  corners 
which  mere  nature  has  giveu  to  the  smoothest  of  us. 
I  hope  some  part,  at  least,  of  the  conversation  is  in 
German.  A  propos ;  tell  me, — do  you  speak  that  lan- 
guage correctly,  and  do  you  write  it  with  ease?  I 
have  no  doubt  of  your  maatering  the  other  modern 
languages,  which  are  much  easier,  and  occur  much 
oftener ;  for  which  reason  I  desire  you  will  apply 
most  diligently  to  German  while  you  are  in  Germany, 
that  you  may  speak  and  write  that  language  meet 
correctly. 

I  expect  to  meet  Mr.  Eliot  in  London  in  about  three 
weeks ;  uller  which  you  will  soon  see  him  at  Leijjsig. 
Adieu ! 


Lontlon,  November  18,  O.  8.  174$. 

Deak  Boy, 

WuATEVEE  I  see  or  whatever  I  hear,  my  first  con- 
sideration is,  whether  it  can  iu  any  way  be  useful  to 
you.  Aa  a  proof  of  this,  I  went  accidentally  the 
other  day  into  a  print-shop,  where,  among  many  others, 
I  found  one  print  from  a  famous  design  of  Carlo  Ma- 
ratti,  who  died  about  thirty  years  ago,*  and  was  the 

*  The  exact  dite  of  hii  death  U  December  15, 1718. 
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last  eminent,  painter  in  Europe :  the  Ruhject  is  il  Studio 
del  DUcgnOy  or,  the  School  of  Drawing.  An  old  man, 
supposed  to  be  the  roaster,  points  to  his  scholars,  who 
are  variously  employed,  in  [)«rspective,  geometry,  and 
the  observation  of  the  statues  of  antiquity.  With  re- 
gard to  perspective,  of  which  there  ore  some  little 
specimens,  he  has  wrote^  ianto  ehe  basil,  that  is,  as  much 
as  is  sufficient;  with  regard  to  geometry,  (anio  che 
basti,  again ;  with  regard  to  the  contemplation  of  the 
ancient  statues,  there  is  written,  non  viai  a  baslanza^ 
— there  never  can  he  enough.  But,  in  the  clouds,  at 
top  of  the  piece,  are  represented  the  three  Graces, 
with  this  jiist  sentence  written  over  them,  senza  di  noi 
ogni  fatica  b  vana ;  that  is,  without  us  all  lahour  is 
vain.  This  everybody  allows  to  be  true  in  painting; 
but  all  people  do  not  seem  to  consider,  as  I  hope  you 
will,  that  this  truth  is  full  as  applicable  to  every  other 
art  or  science;  indeed  to  every  thing  thai  is  to  be  said 
or  done.  I  will  send  you  the  print  itself  by  Mr.  Eliot, 
when  he  returns;  and  1  will  advise  you  to  make  the 
Bame  use  of  it  that  the  Roman  Catholics  say  they  do 
of  tlic  pictures  and  images  of  their  Saints, — which  is, 
only  to  remind  them  of  those,  for  the  adoration  they 
disclaim.  Nay,  I  will  go  farther,  and,  as  the  ti-ansl- 
tion  from  popery  to  paganism  is  short  and  ejisy,  I  will 
claaeically  and  poetically  advise  you  to  invoke  and] 
sacrifice  to  them  every  day — and  all  the  day.  It  must 
l)e  owned  that  the  Graces  do  not  seem  to  be  natives 
of  Great  Britain ;  and,  I  doubt,  the  best  of  ua  here 
have  more  of  the  rough  than  the  polished  diamond. 
Sinco  barbarism  drove  them  out  of  Greece  and  Rome, 
they  soem  to  have  taken  refuge  in  France,  where  (heir 
temples  arc  numerous,  and  their  worship  the  established 
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one.  Examine  yourself  eeriously  why  such  and  such 
people  please  and  engage  you  more  than  such  and 
each  others  of  equal  merit,  and  you  will  always  find 
that  it  is  because  the  former  have  the  Graces  and  the 
latter  not.  I  have  known  many  n  woman,  with  an 
exact  shape  and  a  symmetrical  assemblage  of  beautiful 
features,  please  nobody ;  while  others,  with  vei*y  mod- 
erate slmiies  and  features,  have  charmed  everybody. 
Why  ? — Because  Venus  will  not  charm  so  much  with- 
out her  attendant  Graces  as  they  will  without  her. 
Among  men,  how  often  have  1  seen  the  most  solid 
merit  and  knowledge  neglected,  unwelcome,  or  even 
rejected,  for  want  of  them  !  While  flimsy  parts,  little 
knowledge,  and  less  merit,  introduced  by  the  Graces, 
have  been  received,  cherished,  and  admired.  Even 
virtue,  which  is  moral  beauty,  wants  some  of  its  charms 
if  unaccompanied  by  them. 

If  you  ask  me  how  you  shall  acquire  what  neither 
you  nor  I  can  define  or  iwcertain,  I  can  only  answer, 
— by  observation.  Form  yourself,  with  regard  to  others, 
upon  what  you  feel  pleases  you  in  them.  I  can  tell 
you  the  importance — the  advantage  of  having  the 
Graces;  hut  I  cannot  give  them  you  :  I  heartily  wish 
I  could,  and  I  certainly  would ;  for  1  do  not  know  a 
better  present  that  I  could  make  you.  To  show  you 
that  a  very  wise,  philosophical,  imd  retired  man  thinks 
upon  that  subject  as  I  do,  who  have  always  lived  in 
the  world,  I  send  you,  by  Mr.  Eliot,  the  (amous  Mr. 
Locke*8  hook  upon  education,  in  which  you  will  find 
the  stress  that  he  lays  upon  the  Graces,  which  he  calls 
(and  very  truly)  good-breeding.  I  have  marked  all 
the  parta  of  that  lxx)k  which  are  worth  your  attention ; 
for,  as  he  begins  with  the  child,  almost  from  its  biith, 
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the  parts  relative  to  its  infancy  would  be  useless  to 
you.  Germany  is  still  less  tlmn  England  the  soot  of 
the  Graces;  however,  you  had  as  good  not  say  so 
while  you  are  there.  But  the  place  which  you  are 
going  to  in  a  great  degi-ce  is ;  for  I  have  known  as 
many  well-bred,  pretty  men  come  from  Turin  as  from 
any  part  of  Europe.  Tlie  late  King  Victor  Amed^e 
took  great  pains  to  form  such  of  his  subjects  aJs  were 
of  any  consideration  both  to  business  and  manners. 
The  present  King,  I  am  told,  follows  his  example: 
this,  however,  is  certain,  that  in  all  Courts  and  Con- 
gresses where  there  are  various  foreign  ministers,  those 
of  the  King  of  Sardinia  are  generally  the  ablest,  the 
politest,  and  les  plus  dSlies.  You  will,  therefore,  at 
Turin,  have  very  good  models  to  form  yourself  upon ; 
and  remember,  that  with  regard  to  the  best  models,  as 
well  as  to  the  antique  Greek  statues  in  the  print,  no7i 
wtai  a  baiianza.  Observe  every  word,  look,  and  motion 
of  those  who  are  allowed  to  be  the  most  accomplished 
persons  tliere.  Observe  their  natural  and  careless, 
but  genteel  air;  their  unembarrassed  good-breeding ; 
their  unassuming,  but  yet  unproHtituted  dignity.  Mind 
their  ileeent  mirth,  their  discreet  frankness,  and  that 
enlregenl,  which,  as  much  above  the  frivolous  ju*  below 
the  important  and  the  secret,  is  the  proper  medium  for 
conversation  in  nibced  companies.  I  will  observe,  by 
the  bye,  that  the  talent  of  that  light  etUregcnl  is  often 
of  great  use  to  a  foreign  minister;  not  only  as  it  helps 
him  to  domesticate  himself  in  many  families,  but  also 
as  it  enables  him  to  put  by  and  parry  some  subjects 
of  conversation  which  might  possibly  lay  him  under 
difficulties — both  what  to  say  and  how  to  look. 
Of  all  the  men  that  ever  I  knew  in  my  life  (and  I 
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knew  him  extremely  well),  the  late  Duke  of  Marl- 
borough possessed  the  Graces  in  the  highest  degree, 
not  to  say  engrossed  them ;  and,  indeed,  he  got  the 
most  by  them,  for  I  will  venture  (contrary  to  the 
custom  of  profound  historians,  who  always  assign 
deep  causes  for  gi-eat  events,)  to  ascribe  the  better  half 
of  the  Puke  of  Marlborough's  greatness  and  riches  to 
those  Graces.  He  was  emiueutly  illiterate;  wrote 
bad  English,  and  spelled  it  still  worse.  He  had  do 
share  of  what  is  commonly  called  parts;  that  is,  he 
had  no  brightness,  nothing  shining  in  his  genius. 
He  had,  most  undoubtedly,  an  excellent  good  plain 
understanding,  with  sound  judgment.  But  theee 
alone  would  prohahly  liavc  raised  him  but  something 
higher  than  they  found  him,  which  was  page  to  King 
James  the  Second's  Queen.  There  the  Graces  pro- 
tected and  promoted  him ;  for,  while  he  was  an  En- 
sign of  the  Guards,  the  Duchess  of  Cleveland,  then 
favourite  mistress  to  King  Charles  the  Second,  struck 
by  those  very  Graces,  gave  him  five  thousand  pounds, 
with  which  he  immediately  bought  an  annuity  for  his 
life,  of  five  hundred  pounds  a-year,  of  my  grand- 
father, Halifax,*  which  was  the  foundation  of  his 
subsequent  fortune.  His  figure  was  beautiful,  but  his 
manner  was  irresistible,  by  either  man  or  woman.  It 
was  by  this  engaging,  graceful  manner,  that  he  was 
enabled,  during  all  his  war.  to  couuect  the  various 
and  jarring  powers  of  the  Grand  Alliance,  and  to 
carry  tliem  on  to  the  main  object  of  the  war,  notwith- 
standing their  private  and  separate  views,  jealousies, 
and  wrongheadednesses.  Whatever  Court  he  went  (o 
(and  he  was  often  obliged  to  go  himself  to  some  resty 
*  George  8avile,  the  celebrated  MarquJa  of  Hali&x. 
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and  refraotory  ones),  lie  as  constnntly  prevailed,  and 
brought  them  into  his  measures.  The  Pensionary 
HeiDsiiis,  a  venerable  old  minister,  grown  grey  in 
business,  and  who  had  governed  the  republic  of  the 
United  Provinces  for  more  tiian  forty  years,  was  ab- 
solutely governed  by  the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  as 
that  republic  feehi  to  this  day.  He  was  always  cool, 
and  nobody  ever  observed  the  least  variation  in  his 
countenance :  he  could  refuse  more  gracefully  than 
otlier  people  could  grant ;  and  those  who  went  away 
from  hill)  the  mo8t  dinsatisfied  an  to  the  substance  of 
their  business,  were  yet  personally  charmed  with  him, 
and,  in  some  degree,  comforted  by  his  manner.  With 
all  liis  gentleness  and  gracefulness,  no  man  living  was 
more  conscious  of  his  situation,  nor  maintained  his 
dignity  better. 

With  the  share  of  knowledge  which  you  have 
already  gotten,  and  with  the  much  greater  which  I 
hope  you  will  soon  acquire,  what  may  you  not  expect 
to  arrive  at,  if  you  join  all  these  Graces  to  it!  In 
your  destination  particularly,  they  are,  in  trutli,  half 
your  business ;  for  if  you  can  once  gain  the  aObo- 
tions,  as  well  as  the  esteem,  of  the  Prince  or  Minister 
of  the  Court  to  which  you  are  sent,  I  will  answer  for 
it  that  will  eflectualiy  do  the  business  of  the  Court 
that  sent  you  ;  otherwise,  it  is  up-hill  work.  Do  not 
mistake,  and  Uiink  that  these  Graces,  which  I  so  often 
and  so  earnestly  recommend  to  yon,  should  only  «c- 
compHny  imj>ortant  Inuisuctiout;,  and  be  worn  ou\y  lc9 
jours  de  gala :  no,  they  should,  if  possible,  accompany 
every  the  least  thing  that  you  do  or  say ;  for,  if  you 
neglect  them  in  little  things,  they  will  leave  you  in 
great  ones.     I  should,  for  instance,  be  extremely  con- 
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cerned  to  see  you  even  drink  a  cup  of  coffee  ungrace- 
fully, and  elop  yourself  with  i(,  by  your  awkward 
manner  of  holding  it;  nor  should  I  like  to  see  your 
coat  buttoned,  or  your  shoes  buckled  awry.  But  I 
should  be  outrageous  if  I  heard  you  mutter  your 
words  unintelligibly, stammer  in  your  speech,  or  hesi- 
tate, misplace,  and  mistake  in  your  narrations:  and  I 
should  run  away  from  you  with  greater  rapidity,  if 
possible,  than  I  should  now  run  to  embrnce  you,  if  I 
found  you  destitute  of  all  tht^e  Graces,  which  I  have 
set  my  heart  upon  their  making  you  one  day,  onmihits 
omatnm  excellcre  reJiug. 

This  subject  is  inexhaustible,  as  it  extends  to  every 
thing  that  is  to  be  said  or  done ;  but  I  will  leave  it  for 
the  present,  as  this  letter  is  already  pretty  long.  Such 
is  my  desire,  my  anxiety  for  your  perfection,  that  I 
never  think  I  have  said  enough,  though  you  may 
possibly  think  I  have  said  too  much ;  and  though,  in 
truUi,  if  your  own  good  sense  is  not  sufficient  to  direct 
you  in  many  of  these  plain  ]X)int«,  all  that  I  or  any- 
body else  can  say  will  be  insufficient.  But  where  you 
are  concerned,  I  am  the  insatiable  man  in  Horace, 
who  covets  still  a  little  corner  more,  to  complete  the 
figure  of  his  field.  I  dread  every  little  corner  that 
may  deform  mine,  in  which  I  would  have  (if  ][X)ssible) 
no  one  defect. 

I  this  moment  receive  yours  of  the  17th,  N.8.,  and 
cannot  condole  with  you  ufxin  the  secession  of  your 
German  Commfmmux ;  who,  both  by  your  and  Mr. 
Harte's  description,  seem  to  be  des  gens  d^une  aimable 
ahiejice;  and,  if  you  can  replace  them  by  any  other 
Gcrmim  conversation,  you  will  be  a  gainer  by  the 
bargaii».     I  cannot  conceive,  if  you  understand  Ger- 
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man  well  enough  to  read  any  German  book,  how  the 
writing  of  the  German  character  can  be  so  difficult 
and  tedious  to  you,  the  twenty-four  letters  being  very 
soon  learned ;  and  I  do  not  expect  that  you  should 
write  yet  with  the  utmost  purity  and  correctness,  as  to 
the  language:  what  I  meant  by  your  writing  once  a 
fortniglit  to  Grevenkop,  was  only  to  make  the  written 
character  familiar  to  you.  However,  I  will  be  con- 
tent with  one  in  three  weeks  or  so. 

I  believe  you  are  not  likely  to  see  Mr.  Eliot  again 
soon,  he  being  still  in  Cornwall  with  his  father,  who, 
I  hear,  is  not  likely  to  recover.     Adieu ! 


Loodon,  November  29,  O.  S.  1748. 

Deab  Boy, 

I  DELAYED  Writing  to  you  til!  I  could  give  you 
some  account  of  the  motions  of  your  friend,  Mr. 
Eliot,  for  whom  I  know  you  have,  and  very  justly, 
the  most  friendly  concern.  His  father  aud  he  came 
to  town  together  in  a  post-chaise,  a  fortnight  ago, 
the  rest  of  the  family  remaining  in  Cornwall.  His 
father  with  difficulty  survived  the  journey,  and  died 
last  Saturday  was  sevennight.  Botli  concern  and 
decency  confined  your  friend  till  two  days  ago,  when 
I  saw  him :  he  has  determined,  and  I  think  very 
prudently,  to  go  abroad  again,  but  how  soon  it  is  yet 
impossible  for  him  to  know,  as  he  must  necessarily 
put  his  own  private  uffuirs  in  some  order  first :  but  I 
conjecture  he  may  possibly  join  you  at  Turin  :  sooner, 
to  be  sure,  not  I  am  very  sorry  that  you  are  likely  to 
be  so  long  without  the  company  and  the  example  of 
so  valuable  a  friend ;  and,  therefore,  I  hope  that  you 
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will  make  it  up  to  yourself,  as  well  as  you  can  at  this 

distance,  by  remembering  and  following  his  example. 

Imitate  that  application  of  his,  which  has  made  him 

know  all  thoruuglily,  and  to  the  bottom.     He  does 

not  content  himself  with  the  surface  of  knowledge ; 

but  works  in  the  mine  for  it,  knowing  that  it  lies 

^deep.     Pope  says,  very  truly,  in   his  Essay  upon 

Criticism, 

A  little  learuiug  U  h  ducgeroua  thiiig; 
Driuk  deep,  or  tast«  not  the  Pierian  spring. 


shall  send  you  by  a  ship  that  goes  to  Hamburgh 
next  week  (and  by  which  Hawkins  sends  Mr.  Harte 
some  things  that  he  wrote  for)  all  those  which  I  pro- 
posed sending  you  by  Mr.  Eliot,  together  with  a  very 
little  box,  that  I  am  deeired  to  forward  to  Mr,  Harte. 
There  will  be,  likewise,  two  letters  of  recommenda- 
tion for  you  to  Monsieur  Andri^  and  Comte  Alga- 
rotti,*  at  Berlin,  which  you  will  take  care  to  deliver 
to  them,  as  soon  as  you  shall  be  rigged  and  fitted  out 
to  appear  there.  They  will  introduce  you  into  the 
»be6t  company,  and  I  depend  upon  your  own  good 
rSense  for  your  avoiding  ol'  bad.  If  yon  fall  into  bad 
and  low  company  there,  or  anywhere  else,  you  will  be 
irrecoverably  lost;  whei*eas,  if  you  keep  good  com- 

*  FruQcesco  Atgarotti  wu  born  at  Venice  in  1712,  So  early  as 
1733,  he  diatiiiguuBbed  tiiraaolf  by  a  popular  sketch  of  llio  Newtonian 
aystem,  which  he  entitled  XeieUmianumo  p<r  le  J)ame,  and  vr\i\ch  he 
pitbliihed  at  Paris.  Soon  after  the  accei^ion  of  Frederick  the  Second 
he  was  invited  lo  Ikrliu,  wht^re  he  received  the  title  of  Couot  and  the 
officL'of  ChumberUin.  lie  lived  during  several  years  in  the  closest 
iatimacy  with  bis  Royal  patron  ;  but  he  afterwards  returned  to  Italy, 
and  died  at  Pisa  in  I704.  He  had  written  bis  own  epitaph,  which  la 
^reiUArkable  for  its  gracoful  brevity  : 

"HlC  JACET   FR,   ALGAaOTTUS,   NOS  OUKie." 
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pany,  and  company  above  yourself,  your  character 
and  your  fortune  will  be  immovably  fixed. 

I  have  not  time  to-day,  upon  account  of  the  meet- 
ing of  the  Parliament,  to  make  tills  letter  of  the  usual 
longtlf ;  and,  indeed,  after  tlie  vokimes  that  I  have 
written  to  you,  all  I  can  add  must  be  unnccoasary. 
However,  I  shall  prolmbly,  ex  abundaniiy  return  soon 
to  my  former  prolixity,  and  you  will  receive  more  and 
more  last  words  from  Youre. 


LondoD,  December  6,  O.  6. 1748. 

Dear  Bot, 

I  AM  at  present  under  very  great  concern  for  the 
loss  of  a  most  affectionate  brother,  with  whom  1  had 
always  lived  in  the  cloeest  friendsliiji.  My  brother 
John  died  last  Friday  night,  of  a  fit  of  the  gout,  which 
he  had  had  for  about  a  month  in  his  hands  aud  feet, 
and  which  foil  at  last  upou  his  stomach  and  head. 
As  he  grew  towards  the  last  lethargic,  his  end  was  not 
painful  to  himself.  At  the  distance  which  you  are 
from  hence,  you  need  not  go  into  mourning  upon  thia 
occasion,  as  the  time  of  your  mourniug  would  be  near 
over  before  you  could  put  it  on. 

By  u  siiip  whicli  sails  this  week  for  Hamburgh,  I 
shall  send  yon  thoee  things  which  X  proposed  to  have 
sent  you  by  Mr.  Eliot — viz.,  a  little  box  from  your 
Mamma,  a  less  box  for  Mr.  Harte,  Mr.  Locke's  book 
upon  Education,  the  print  of  Carlo  Maratti  (which  I 
mentioned  to  you  some  time  ago),  and  two  letters  of 
recommendation,  one  to  Monsieur  Andriu,  and  the 
other  to  Comtc  Algarotti,  at  Berlin.  Both  theec  gon- 
tlemeD  will,  I  am  sure,  be  as  willing  fts  they  are  able 
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to  introtluce  you  into  tlie  best  company,  and  I  hope 
you  will  not  (as  many  of  your  couutrymen  are  apt  to 
do)  decline  it  It  is  in  the  best  companies  only  that 
you  can  learn  tho  best  manners,  and  tliat  loumure  and 
those  Graces  which  I  have  so  often  recommended  to 
you,  as  the  necessary  means  of  making  a  %ure  in  the 
world, 

I  am  most  extremely  ])lcased  with  the  account 
which  Mr.  Harte  gives  me  of  your  progress  in  Greek, 
and  of  your  having  read  Hesiod,  almost  critically. 
Upon  tliis  subject  I  suggest  but  one  thing  to  you,  of 
many  that  I  might  suggest,  which  is,  that  you  have 
now  got  over  the  difficulties  of  that  language,  and 
therefore  it  would  be  unpardonable  not  to  i>ei*severe 
to  your  journey's  end,  now  that  all  the  rest  of  your 
way  is  down-hill. 

I  am  also  very  well  pleased  to  hear  that  you  have 
such  a  knowledge  of,  and  ta.ste  for,  curious  books,  and 
scarce  and  valuable  tracts.  This  is  a  kind  of  knowl- 
edge which  very  well  becomes  a  man  of  sound  and 
solid  learning,  but  which  only  ex[X)ses  a  mau  of  slight 
and  superficial  reading;  therefore,  pray  make  the 
substance  and  matter  of  such  books  your  lirst  object, 
and  their  title-pages,  indexes,  letter,  and  binding,  but 
your  second.  It  is  the  characteristic  of  a  man  of 
parte  and  good  judgment  to  know,  and  give,  that  de- 
gree of  attention  that  each  object  deserves;  whereas 
little  minds  mistake  little  objects  for  great  ones,  and 
lavish  away  upon  the  former  that  time  and  attention 
which  only  the  latter  deserve.  To  such  mistakes  we 
owe  the  numerous  and  frivolous  tribe  of  insect-mon- 
gers, shell-mongers,  and  pursuers  and  driers  of  but- 
terflies, <&c.    The  strong  mind  distinguishes  uot  only 
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between  the  usefiil  and  the  nseless,  but  likewiec  be- 
tween the  useful  and  the  curious.  He  applies  himself 
intensely  to  the  former;  he  only  amuses  himself  with 
the  latter.  Of  this  little  sort  of  knowledge,  which  I 
have  just  hinted  at,  you  will  iind  at  least  as  much  ns 
you  need  wish  to  know,  in  a  superficial  but  pretty 
French  book,  entitled  Spectacle  de  la  Nature^  which 
will  amuse  you  while  you  read  it,  and  give  you  a  suf- 
ficient notion  of  the  various  parts  of  nature.  1  would 
advise  you  to  read  it  at  leisure  hours ;  but  that  pan  of 
nature  which  Mr,  Harte  tells  me  you  have  begun  to 
study,  with  the  Hector  maynifiais,  is  of  ranch  greater 
importance,  and  deserves  much  more  attention — I 
mean  Astronomy.  The  vast  and  immense  planetary 
system,  the  astonishing  order  an<l  regularity  of  those 
innuinerahle  worlds,  will  open  a  scene  to  you  which 
not  only  deserves  your  attention  as  a  matter  of  curi- 
osity, or  rather  astonishment,  but  still  more,  as  it  will 
give  you  greater,  and  consequently  juster,  ideas  of 
that  eternal  and  omnipotent  Being,  who  contrived, 
made,  and  still  preserves  that  universe,  than  all  the 
c^jntemplation  of  this  comparatively  very  little  orb 
which  we  at  present  inhabit  could  |>osfiil>ly  give  you. 
Upon  this  subject.  Monsieur  Fontenelle's  PluralUi 
des  mondest  which  you  may  read  in  two  hours'  lime, 
will  both  inform  and  please  you.     God  bless  you  I 

Yours. 


Lou<loD,  Decemtior  18.  O.  S.  174R. 

Dear  Boy, 

Tun  last  four  posts  have  brought  me  no  letlers, 
cither  from  you  or  from  Mr.  Harte,  at  which  I  am 
unottsy, — not  aj»  a  Mamma  would  be,  but  as  a  father 
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mid  be;  for  I  do  not  want  your  letters  as  bills  of 
health :  you  are  young,  strong,  and  healtliy,  and  I 
am,  consequently,  in  no  pain  about  that  Moreover, 
were  either  you  or  Mr.  Harte  ill.  the  other  would 
doubtless  write  me  word  of  it.  My  impatience  for 
youre  or  Mr.  llarte's  letters  arises  from  a  very  differ- 
ent cause,  which  is,  my  desire  to  hear  frequently  of  the 
state  and  progress  of  ^our  mind.  You  are  now  at  tliat 
critical  period  of  life,  when  every  week  ought  to  pro- 
duce fruit  or  flowers  answerable  to  your  culture,  which 
I  am  sure  has  not  been  neglected ;  and  it  is  by  your 
letters,  and  Mr.  Harte's  aeeounls  of  you,  that,  at  this 
distance,  I  can  only  judge  of  your  gradations  to  ma- 
turity. I  desire,  therefore,  that  one  of  you  two  will 
not  fail  to  writ«  to  me  once  a  week.  The  sameness  of 
your  present  way  of  life,  I  easily  conceive,  would  not 
make  out  a  very  interesting  letter  to  an  indifferent 
bystander;  but,  so  deeply  concerned  as  I  am  in  the 
game  you  are  playing,  every  the  least  move  is  to  me 
of  importance,  aud  helps  me  to  judge  of  the  final 
event. 

As  you  will  be  leaving  Leipsig  pretty  soon  after  you 
shall  have  received  this  letter,  I  here  send  you  one 
inclosed,  to  deliver  to  Mr.  Mascow.  It  is  to  thank 
him  for  his  attention  and  civility  to  you  during  your 
stay  with  him ;  and  I  take  it  for  granted  that  you  will 
not  fail  making  him  the  proper  compliments  at  part- 
ing; for  the  good  name  that  we  leave  behind  at  one 
place,  often  gets  before  us  to  another,  and  is  of  great 
use.  As  Mr.  Mascow  is  much  known  and  esteemed 
in  the  republic  of  letters,  I  think  it  would  be  of  ad- 
vantage to  you  if  you  got  letters  of  recommendation 
from  him  to  some  of  the  learned  men  at  Berlin,     Those 
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testimonials  give  a  lustre  which  is  not  to  be  dc&piaed ; 
for  the  most  ignorant  are  forced  to  seem,  at  least,  to 
pay  a  regard  to  learning,  as  tlie  most  wicked  are  to 
virtue.     Such  is  their  intrinsic  worth ! 

Your  friend  Duval  dined  with  me  the  other  day, 
and  complained  most  grievously  that  he  had  not  heard 
from  you  of  above  a  year :  I  bade  him  abuse  yon  for 
it  himself,  and  advisetl  him  to  doiiit  in  verse,  which,  if 
he  wag  really  angry,  his  indignation  would  enable  him 
to  do.*  He  accordingly  brought  me,  yesterday,  the 
enclosed  reproaches  and  challenge,  which  he  deared 
me  to  transmit  to  you.  As  thia  is  his  tirst  essay  in 
English  jwetry,  the  inaccuracies  u\  the  rhymes  and 
the  numbers  are  vcn.'  excusable.  He  insists,  as  you 
will  find,  upon  being  answerwl  in  verse,  which  I  should 
imagine  that  you  and  Mr.  Harte  together  could  bring 
about ;  as  the  late  Lady  Borchesterf  used  to  say,  that 
she  and  Dr.  Radcliffe  together  could  cure  a  fever. 
This  is,  however,  sure,  that  it  now  rests  upon  you ; 
and  no  man  can  say  wliat  metliods  Duval  may  lake, 
if  you  decline  his  challenge.  I  am  sensible  that  you 
are  under  some  disadvantages  in  tliis  proffered  com- 
bat. Your  climate,  at  this  time  of  the  year  esjiecially, 
delights  more  in  the  wood  6re  than  in  the  poetic  tire; 
and  I  conceive  the  Muses  (if  there  are  any  at  Leip- 
sig)  to  be  rather  shivering  than  singing.  Nay,  I 
qneatioD  whether  Apollo  is  even  known  there  as  God 
of  Verse,  or  as  God  of  Light ;  perhajis  u  little,  as  Grod 
of  Physic.     These  will  l>e  fair  excuses  if  your  per- 


"  An  alliudon  to  the  line  of  JarenAl, 

S\  naiurn  negat,  /ncU  indignaiio  vrrtum. 
f  CBtlitrritie  Beilley,  inihtreu  to  King  Jamn  the  8«cont],  End  bj  him 
created  Countwt  of  Dorcbwttir. 
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formaTice  should  fall  sometliing  short,  though  I  do  not 
apprehend  it  will. 

Wliile  you  have  been  at  Leipsig,  (which  is  a  place 
of  study  more  than  of  pleasure  or  company,)  you 
have  had  all  opportunities  of  pursuing  your  studies 
uninterruptedly,  and  have  had,  I  believe,  very  few 
temptations  to  the  contrary.  But  the  cose  will  be 
quite  different  at  Berlin,  where  the  splendour  and  dis- 
sipation of  a  Court,  and  the  beau  monde,  will  present 
themselves  to  you  in  gaudy  shapes,  attractive  enough 
to  all  young  people.  Do  not  thitkk,  now,  that,  like  au 
old  fellow,  I  am  going  to  advise  yon  to  reject  them, 
and  shut  yourself  up  in  yonr  closet:  quite  the  con- 
trary. I  advise  you  to  take  your  share,  and  enter  into 
them  with  spirit  and  pleasure ;  but  then  I  advise  you, 
too,  to  allot  your  time  so  prudently,  as  that  learning 
may  keep  pace  with  pleasures:  there  is  full  time  in 
the  course  of  the  day  for  both,  if  you  do  but  manage 
that  time  right,  and  like  a  good  economist  The  whole 
morning,  if  diligently  and  attentively  devoted  to  solid 
studies,  will  go  a  great  way  at  the  year's  end ;  and  the 
evening,  spent  in  the  pleasures  of  good  company,  will 
go  as  far  in  teaching  you  a  knowledge  not  much  less 
necessary  than  the  other, — I  mean,  the  knowledge  of 
the  world.  Between  these  two  necessary  studies, — 
that  of  books  in  the  morning,  and  that  of  the  world 
in  the  evening,  you  see  that  you  will  not  have  one 
minute  to  squander  or  slattern  away.  Nobody  ever 
lent  themselves  more  than  I  did,  when  I  was  young, 
to  the  pleasures  and  dissipation  of  good  company:  I 
even  did  it  too  nuich.  But  then  I  can  assure  you  that 
I  always  found  time  for  serious  studies;  and,  when  I 
could  find  it  no  other  way,  I  took  it  out  of  my  sleep ; 
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for  I  resolved  always  to  rise  early  in  the  morning 
however  late  I  went  to  bed  at  niglit :  and  this  resolu- 
tion I  have  kept  80  sacred,  tlmt,  unless  when  I  have 
been  confined  to  my  bed  by  illness,  I  have  not,  for 
more  than  forty  years,  ever  been  in  he<l  at  nine  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  but  commonly  up  before  eight. 

When  you  are  at  Berlin,  remember  to  speak  Ger- 
man 08  often  as  you  can  in  company  :  for  everybody 
there  will  speak  French  to  you,  unless  you  let  them 
know  that  you  can  speak  German,  which  then  they 
will  choose  to  speak.    Adieu  I 


London,  December  20,  0.  8. 1748. 

Deab  Boy, 

I  RECEIVED,  last  Saturday,  by  three  mails  which 
came  in  at  once,  two  letters  from  Mr.  Harte,  and  yours 
of  theStb,  N.8. 

It  was  I  who  mistook  your  meaning  with  regard  to 
your  German  letters,  and  not  yon  who  expressed  it 
ill.  I  thought  it  was  the  writing  of  the  German 
character  that  took  up  so  much  of  your  time,  and 
therefore  I  advised  you,  by  the  frequent  writing  of 
that  character,  to  make  it  easy  and  familiar  to  you. 
Bnt,  since  it  is  only  the  propriety  and  purity  of  the 
German  language,  which  make  your  writing  it  so  te- 
dious and  laborious,  I  will  tell  you  I  shall  not  be  nice 
upon  that  article;  and  did  not  expect  you  should  yet 
be  master  of  all  the  idioms,  delicacies,  and  pcculiori- 
tiee  of  that  difficult  language.  That  can  only  come 
by  use,  especially  frequent  s|>eaking;  therefore,  when 
yoa  shall  be  at  Berlin,  and  afterwards  at  Turin,  where 
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you  will  meet  many  Germans,  pray  take  all  oppor- 
LuuiLies  of  convening  in  German,  in  order  not  only 
to  keep  what  you  have  got  of  that  language,  but  like- 
wise to  improve  aud  perfect  yourself  in  it.  As  to  the 
characters,  you  form  them  very  well,  aud,  as  you 
yourself  own,  better  than  your  English  ones ;  but  then, 
let  me  ask  you  this  question — Why  do  you  not  form 
your  Roman  characters  better?  for  I  maintain,  that  it 
is  in  evei'y  man's  power  to  write  what  hand  he  pleases ; 
and,  consequently,  that  he  ought  to  write  a  good  one. 
You  form,  particularly,  your  ^i  aud  your  H  in  zig- 
zag, instead  of  making  them  straight,  as  thus,  ee^  II; 
a  fault  very  easily  mended.  You  will  not,  I  believe, 
l>e  angry  with  this  little  criticism,  when  I  tell  you, 
that  by  all  tlie  accounts  I  have  had  of  late,  from  Mr. 
ilarte  and  others,  this  is  the  only  criticism  that  yon 
give  me  occasion  to  make.  Mr.  Harte's  last  letter, 
of  the  14th,  N.  S.,  particularly,  makes  me  extremely 
happy,  by  assuring  me,  that  in  evei-y  respect  you  do 
exceedingly  well.  I  am  not  afraid  by  what  I  now  say 
of  making  you  too  vain  ;  because  I  do  not  think  that 
a  just  consciousness,  and  an  honest  pride  of  doing  well, 
can  be  called  vanity ;  for  vanity  is  either  the  silly  af- 
fectation of  good  qualities  which  one  has  not,  or  the 
sillier  pride  of  what  does  not  deserve  commendation 
in  itself.  By  Mr.  Harte's  account,  you  are  got  very 
near  the  goal  of  Greek  and  Latin ;  and  therefore  I 
cannot  supiXM*  that,  as  your  sense  increases,  your  en- 
deavours and  your  speed  will  slacken,  in  6niiihing  the 
small  remains  of  your  course.  Consider  what  lustre 
and  iclat  it  will  give  you  when  you  return  here,  to  be 
allowed  to  be  the  beet  scholar  of  a  gentleman  in  Eng- 
land; not  to  mention  the  real  pleasure  and  solid  com* 
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fort  which  such  knowle<lge  will  give  you  througliont 
your  whole  life.  Mr.  Harte  tells  me  auother  thing, 
which,  I  own,  I  did  not  expect;  it  is,  tliat  when  you 
read  aloud,  or  repeat  port  of  plays,  you  apeak  very 
properly  and  distinctly.  This  relieves  me  from  great 
uneaHiness,  which  I  was  under  uj)On  account  of  your 
former  bad  enunciation.  Go  on,  and  attend  most  dil- 
igently to  this  im[>ortant  article.  It  is,  of  all  the 
Graces  (and  they  are  all  necessary) ,  the  most  necessary 
one. 

Comtc  Pertingne,  who  has  been  here  al>out  a  fort- 
night, far  from  disavowing,  confirms  all  that  Mr. 
Harte  has  said  to  your  advantage.  He  thinks  he 
shall  be  at  Tunn  much  about  the  time  of  your  arrival 
there,  and  pleases  himself  with  the  hopes  of  being 
useful  to  you :  though,  shoidd  you  get  there  before 
him,  he  says  that  Comte  du  Perron,  wiih  whom  you 
are  a  favourite,  will  take  that  care.  You  see  by  this 
one  instance,  and,  in  the  course  of  your  life  you  will 
see  by  a  milliou  of  instances,  of  what  use  a  good 
reputation  is,  and  how  swift  and  advantageous  a  har- 
binger it  is,  wherever  one  goes.  Upon  this  point,  too, 
Mr.  Harte  docs  you  justice,  aud  tells  me  that  you  are 
desirous  of  jtraise  from  the  praisewortliy :  this  is  a 
right  and  generous  ambition ;  and  witbout  which,  I 
fear,  few  people  would  deserve  praise. 

But  here  let  me,  as  an  old  stager  a[x)n  the  theatre 
of  the  world,  suggest  one  consideration  to  you ;  which 
is,  to  extend  your  desire  of  praise  a  little  beyond  the 
Btrictly  praiseworthy  ;  or  else  you  may  be  apt  to  dis- 
cover too  nmch  contempt  for  at  least  three  parts  in 
five  of  the  world ;  who  will  never  forgive  it  you.  In 
the  mass  of  mankind,  I  fear  there  is  too  great  a  mu- 
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jority  of  fools  and  knaves;  who,  simply  from  their 
number,  must  to  a  certain  degree  be  respected,  though 
they  are  by  no  means  respectable.  And  a  man  who 
will  show  every  knave  or  fool  that  he  thinks  him 
such,  will  engage  in  a  most  ruinous  war  against  num- 
bers much  Buporior  to  those  that  he  and  his  allies  can 
bring  into  the  iield.  Abhor  a  knave,  and  pity  a  fool, 
in  your  heart;  but  let  neither  of  them  unnecessarily 
Bee  that  you  do  so.  Some  complaisance  and  attention 
to  fools  is  prudent,  and  not  mean :  as  a  silent  abhor- 
rence of  Ludividuul  knaves  is  often  necessary,  and  not 
criminal. 

As  you  will  now  soon  part  with  Lord  Pulteney, 
with  whom,  during  your  slay  together  at  Leipsig,  I 
suppose  you  have  formed  a  connection,  I  imagine  that 
you  will  continue  it  by  letters,  which  I  would  advise 
you  to  do.  They  tell  me  he  is  good-natured,  and  does 
not  want  parts;  which  are  of  themselves  two  good 
reasons  for  keeping  it  up;  but  there  is  also  a  tlurd 
reason,  which,  in  the  course  of  the  world,  is  not  to  be 
despised :  his  father  cannot  live  long,  and  will  leave 
him  an  immense  fortune,  which,  in  all  events,  will 
make  him  of  some  consequence,  and,  if  lie  has  parts 
into  the  bargain,  of  very  great  consequence ;  so  that 
his  friendship  may  be  extremely  well  worth  your  cul- 
tivating, especially  as  it  will  not  cost  you  above  one 
letter  in  one  mouth. 

I  do  not  know  whether  tliis  letter  will  find  you  at 
Leipsig;  at  least  it  is  the  last  I  shall  direct  there. 
My  next,  to  either  you  or  Mr.  Harte,  will  be  directed 
to  Berlin;  but,  as  I  do  not  know  to  what  house  or 
street  there,  I  suppose  it  will  remain  at  the  posthouse 
till  you  send  for  it.    Upon  your  arrival  at  Berliu,  you 
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will  send  me  your  particular  direction  ;  and  also,  pray 
be  minute  in  your  accounts  of  your  reception  there, 
by  those  whom  I  recommend  you  to,  as  well  aa  by 
those  to  wliom  they  present  you.  Remember,  too,  that 
yon  are  going  to  a  polite  and  literate  Court,  where  the 
Graces  will  best  introduce  you. 

Adieu !  God  bless  you  I  and  may  you  continue  to 
deserve  my  love,  as  much  as  you  now  enjoy  it  I 

P^. — Lady  Chesterfield  bids  me  tell  you,  that  she 
decides  entirely  in  your  favour,  against  Mr.  Greven- 
kop,  and  even  against  herself;  for  she  does  not  think 
tlmt  she  could,  at  this  time,  write  either  so  good  a 
character,  or  so  good  German.  Pray  write  her  a  Grer- 
man  letter  upon  that  subject;  iu  which  you  may  tell 
her,  that,  like  the  rest  of  the  world,  you  approve  of  her 
judgment,  because  it  is  in  your  &vour;  and  that  you 
true  Germans  cannot  allow  Danes*  to  be  competent 
judges  of  your  language,  &c. 


LoDdoQ,  December  SO,  0. 8. 1748. 
Dear  Boy, 

I  DIRECT  this  letter  to  Berlin,  where,  I  suppose,  it 

will  either  find  you,  or,  at  least,  wait  but  a  very  little 

time  for  you.     I  cannot  help  being  anxious  for  your 

Buocese,  at  ttiis  your  first  appearance  upon  the  great 

stage  of  the  world ;  for,  though  the  spectators  are 

always  candid  enough  to  give  great  allowances,  and  to 

show  great  indulgence  to  a  new  actor,  yet,  from  the 

*  As  wu  Mr.  Oreveokop. 
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first  impressions  which  lie  makes  upon  them,  they  are 
apt  to  decide,  in  their  own  minds,  at  least,  whether  he 
will  ever  be  a  good  one  or  not.  If  he  seems  to  under- 
stand what  he  says,  by  speaking  it  properly;  if  he  is 
attentive  to  his  part,  instead  of  staring  negligently 
about;  and  if,  upon  the  whole,  he  seems  ambitious  to 
plejise,  they  willingly  pass  over  little  awkwanhiesscs 
and  inaccuracies,  which  they  ascribe  to  a  comnieud- 
able  modesty  in  a  young  and  inexperienced  actor. 
They  pronounce  that  he  will  be  a  good  one  in  time; 
and,  by  the  encouragement  which  they  give  him,  make 
him  so  the  sooner.  This,  I  hope,  will  be  your  case: 
you  have  sense  enough  to  understand  your  part;  a 
constant  attention,  and  ambition  to  excel  in  it,  with  a 
careful  observation  of  the  best  actors,  will  inevitably 
qualify  you,  if  not  for  the  firat,  at  least  for  considerable 
parts. 

Your  dress  (as  insignificant  a  thing  as  dress  is  in 
itself)  is  now  become  an  object  worthy  of  some  at- 
tention ;  for,  I  confess,  I  cannot  help  forming  some 
Opinion  of  a  man's  sense  and  character  from  his 
dresB ;  and,  I  believe,  most  people  do  as  well  as  my- 
self. Any  affectation  whutiioever  in  dress,  implies,  in 
my  mind,  a  flaw  in  the  undei-standing.  Most  of  our 
young  fellows  here,  display  some  character  or  other 
by  their  dress;  some  affect  the  tremendous,  and  wear 
a  great  and  fiercely-cocked  hat,  an  enormous  sword,  a 
short-  waistcoat,  and  a  black  cravat :  titcsc  I  should 
be  almost  temptec)  to  swear  the  peace  against,  in  my 
own  defence,  if  I  were  not  convinced  that  they  are 
but  meek  asses  in  lions'  skins.  Others  go  in  brown 
frocks,  leather  breeches,  great  oaken  cudgels  in  their 
hands,  their  hats  uncocked,  and  their  hair  unpow- 
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dtircd;  and  imitate  grooms,  etage-coaclinieu,  und 
country  bumpkins  so  well  in  their  outsides,  that  I  do 
not  make  the  least  doubt  of  their  resembling  them 
equally  in  their  insides.  A  man  of  sense  carefully 
avoids  any  particular  character  in  his  dress;  he  i» 
accurately  clean  for  his  own  sake,  but  all  the  rest  is 
for  other  ijeople's.  He  dresses  as  well,  and  in  the 
same  manner,  as  the  people  of  sense  and  fashion  of 
the  place  where  he  is.  If  he  dresses  better,  as  he 
thinks,  that  is,  more  than  they,  he  is  a  fop;  if  he 
dresses  woi*8e,  he  is  uniwirdonably  negligent:  but  of 
the  two,  I  would  rather  have  a  young  fellow  too  much 
than  too  little  dressed;  the  excesa  on  that  side  will 
wear  off  with  a  little  age  and  reflection  ;  but  if  he  is 
negligent  at  twenty,  he  will  be  a  sloven  at  forty,  and 
stink  at  fifly  years  old.  Drees  yourself  fine  where 
otliers  ai'e  fine,  and  plain  where  others  are  plain ;  but 
take  care  always,  that  your  clothes  are  well  made,  and 
fit  you,  for  otlierwise  they  will  give  you  a  very  awk- 
ward air.  When  you  are  once  well  dressed  for  the 
day,  think  no  more  of  it  afterwards ;  and,  without 
any  stifiucss  for  fear  of  discomposing  that  dress,  let 
all  your  motions  be  as  easy  and  natural  as  if  you  had 
no  clothes  on  at  all.  So  much  for  dress,  which  I 
maintain  to  be  a  thing  of  consequence  in  the  polite 
world. 

As  to  manners,  good-breeding,  and  the  Graces,  I 
have  80  often  entertained  you  u|X)n  these  important 
subjects,  that  I  can  add  nothing  to  what  I  have  for- 
merly said.  Your  own  good-eense  will  suggest  to 
you  the  substance  of  them  ;  and  observation,  experi- 
ence, and  good  company,  the  several  modes  of  them. 
Your  great  vivacity,  which  I  hear  of  from  many 
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people,  will  be  no  hindrance  to  your  pleasing  in  good 
company;  on  the  contrary,  will  be  of  use  to  you,  if 
tempered  by  good-breeding,  and  accompanied  by  the 
Graces.  But  then,  I  suppose  your  vivacity  to  be  a 
vivacity  of  parte,  and  not  a  conBtitutional  reetlessnefls ; 
for  the  raoHt  disagreeable  composition  that  I  know 
in  the  world,  is  tliat  of  strong  animal  spirits  with  a 
cold  genius.  Such  a  fellow  is  troublesomely  active, 
frivolously  busy,  fooHsldy  lively ;  talks  much  with 
little  meaning,  and  laughs  more  with  less  reason : 
whereas,  in  my  opinion,  a  warm  and  lively  genius, 
with  a  cool  constitution,  is  the  perfection  of  human 
nature. 

Do  what  you  will  at  Berlin,  provided  you  do  but 
do  something  all  day  long.  All  that  I  desire  of  you 
is,  that  you  will  never  slattern  away  one  minute  in 
idleness  and  in  doing  nothing.  When  yon  are  not  in 
company,  learn  what  either  books,  masters,  or  Mr. 
Haite  can  teach  you;  and,  when  you  are  in  comimny, 
learn  (what  comjiany  only  can  teach  you)  tlie  char- 
acters and  manners  of  mankind.  I  really  ask  your 
pardon  fur  giving  you  this  advice,  because,  if  you  are 
a  rational  creature  and  a  thinking  being,  as  I  suppose 
and  verily  believe  you  are,  it  must  be  unnecessary, 
and  to  a  certain  degree  injurious.  If  I  did  not  know, 
by  experience,  that  some  men  pass  their  whole  time 
iu  doing  nothing,  I  should  not  think  it  possible  for 
any  being,  superior  to  Monsieur  Descartes'a  automa- 
tons, to  squander  away  in  absolute  idleness  one  single 
minute  of  that  small  portion  of  time  which  is  allotted 
us  in  this  woi'Id. 

I  have  lately  seen  one  Mr.  Cranmer,  a  very  sen- 
sible merchant,  who  told  me  he  had  dined  with  you, 
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and  seen  you  often  at  Leipeig;  and  yesterday  I  saw 
an  old  footman  of  mine,  whom  I  made  a  messenger, 
who  told  me  that  he  had  seen  you  last  August.  Yon 
will  easily  imagine  that  I  was  not  tlie  less  glad  to  see 
them  because  tliej*  had  seen  you ;  and  I  examined 
them  both  narrowly  in  their  resi^ective  departments — 
the  former  as  to  your  mind,  the  latter  as  to  your  Ixtdy. 
Mr.  Cranmer  gave  me  great  satisfaction,  not  only  by 
what  he  told  me  of  himself  concerning  you,  but  by 
what  he  was  commissioned  to  tell  me  from  Mr, 
Masoow.  As  he  speaks  German  perfectly  himself,  I 
asked  him  how  you  si>oke  it,  and  he  assured  me,  very 
well  for  the  time,  and  that  a  very  little  more  practice 
would  make  you  perfectly  master  of  it.  Tlie  mes- 
senger told  me  you  were  much  grown,  and,  to  the  best 
of  his  guess,  within  two  inches  as  tall  as  I  am ;  that 
you  were  plump,  and  looked  healthy  and  strong, 
which  was  all  I  could  expect,  or  ho[>o,  from  the 
sagacity  of  the  persou. 

I  send  you,  my  dear  child  (and,  you  will  not  doubt, 
very  sincerely),  the  wishes  of  the  season.  May  you 
deserve  a  great  number  of  happy  New-years!  and,  if 
you  deserve,  may  you  have  them !  Many  new  years, 
indeed,  you  may  sec,  hut  happy  ones  you  cannot  see 
without  deserving  them.  These,  virtue,  honour,  and 
knowledge  alone  can  merit — alone  can  procure,  JHi 
iiln  dent  aimoa,  dc  tc  nam  cmtera  sumes,  was  a  pretty 
piece  of  poetical  flattery,  where  it  was  said ;  I  hope 
that,  in  time,  it  may  be  no  flattery  when  said  to  you. 
But  I  assure  you  that,  whenever  I  cannot  apply  the 
latter  part  of  the  line  to  you  witli  truth,  I  shall 
neither  say,  think,  nor  wish  the  former. 

Adieu  1 
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London,  Jann&rj  10, 0.  S.  1749. 

Dear  Boy, 

I  HAVE  received  your  letter  of  the  31st  December, 
N.  8.  Your  tluinks  for  my  present,  as  you  call  it, 
exceed  the  value  of  the  present;  but  the  use  which 
you  assure  me  that  you  will  make  of  it  is  the  thanks 
which  I  desire  to  receive.  Due  attention  to  tlie  inside 
of  books^  and  due  contempt  for  the  outside,  is  the 
proper  relation  between  a  man  of  sense  and  his 
books. 

Now  that  you  are  going  a  little  more  into  the  world, 
I  will  take  this  occasion  to  explain  my  intentions  as  to 
your  future  expenses,  that  you  may  know  what  you 
have  to  exj)€Ct  from  me,  and  make  your  plan  accord- 
ingly. I  shall  neither  deny  nor  grudge  you  any  money 
that  may  be  necessary  for  either  your  improvement  or 
your  pleasures — I  mean,  the  pleasures  of  a  rational 
being.  Under  the  head  of  improvement,  I  nieau  the 
best  books  and  the  best  masters,  cost  what  they  will ; 
I  also  mean,  all  the  expense  of  lodgings,  coach,  dress, 
servants,  &c.,  which,  according  to  tlie  several  places 
where  you  may  be,  shall  be  respectively  necessary  to 
enable  you  to  keep  the  best  company.  Under  the 
head  of  rational  pleasures,  I  comprelieud — Grst,  proper 
charities  to  real  and  compassionate  objecta  of  it; 
secondly,  proper  presents  to  those  to  whom  you  are 
obliged,  or  whom  you  desire  to  oblige;  thirdly,  a 
conformity  of  expense  to  that  of  the  company  which 
you  keep — as  in  public  spectacles,  your  share  of  little 
entertiiinmeut8,  a  few  pistoles  at  games  of  mere  com- 
merce, and  other  incidental  calls  of  good  company. 
The  only  two  articles  which  I  will  never  supply  are 
— the  profusion  of  low  riot,  and  the  idle  lavishncss  of 
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negligence  and  laziness.  A  fool  squanders  away, 
without  credit  or  advantage  to  himself,  more  than  a 
man  of  sense  spends  with  both.  The  latter  employs 
his  money  as  he  does  his  time,  and  never  spends  a 
shilling  of  the  one,  nor  n  minute  of  the  other,  but  in 
something  that  is  cither  useful  or  rationally  pleasing 
to  himself  or  others ;  the  former  buys  whatever  he 
docs  not  want,  and  docs  not  pay  for  what  he  does 
want.  He  cannot  withstand  the  charms  of  a  toy- 
shop; snuff-boxes,  watches,  heads  of  canes,  &c.,  are 
his  destruction.  His  servants  and  tradesmen  conspire 
with  his  own  indolence  to  cheat  him ;  and  in  a  very 
little  time  he  is  astonished,  in  the  midst  of  all  the 
ridiculous  supci'fluitics,  to  find  himself  in  want  of  all 
the  real  comforts  and  necessaries,  of  life.  Without 
care  and  method,  the  largest  fortune  will  not — and 
witii  them,  almost  the  smallest  will — supply  all 
necefifiary  expenses.  As  far  as  you  can  possibly,  pay 
ready  money  for  everything  you  buy,  and  avoid  bills. 
Pay  that  money,  too,  yourself,  aiul  not  through  the 
hands  of  any  servant,  who  always  cither  stipulates 
poundage,  or  requires  a  present  for  his  good  word,  as 
they  call  it.  Wiiere  you  must  have  bills  (as  for  meat 
and  drink,  clothes,  Ac),  pay  them  regidarly  every 
month,  and  with  your  own  hand.  Never,  from  a  mis- 
taken economy,  buy  a  thing  you  do  not  want  because 
it  is  cheap,  or,  from  a  silly  pride,  because  it  is  dear. 
Keep  an  account  in  a  book  of  all  that  you  receive, 
and  of  all  that  you  ymy ;  for  no  man,  who  knows 
what  he  receives  and  what  he  pays,  ever  runs  out  I 
do  not  mean  tliat  you  should  keep  an  account  of  the 
shillings  and  half-crowns  which  you  may  8j>end  in 
chair-hire,  operas,  &i%;   tliey  are  unworthy  of  the 
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time,  and  of  tlie  ink,  that  they  would  consume. 
Leave  such  mrnuties  to  dull,  peuny-wise  fellows;  but 
remember,  in  economy,  as  well  as  in  every  other  part 
of  life,  to  have  the  proper  attention  to  proper  ob- 
jects, and  the  proper  contempt  for  little  ones.  A 
Btrong  mind  sees  things  in  their  tme  proportions;  a 
weak  one  views  them  through  a  magnifying  medium, 
which,  like  the  microecope,  makes  an  elepliaut  of  a 
(flea,  magnifies  all  little  objects,  but  cannot  receive 
great  ones.  I  have  known  many  a  man  pass  for  a 
miser,  by  saving  a  jiennyand  wrangling  for  twopence, 
who  was  undoing  himself  at  the  same  time  by  living 
above  his  income,  and  not  attending  to  essential  arti- 
cles, which  were  above  his  porlee.  The  sure  char- 
acteristic of  a  sound  and  sti'ong  mind  is,  to  find  in 
everything  those  certain  bountis,  q^iioa  ultra  citrave  ne- 
^ii  consisiere  rectum.  These  boundaries  are  marked 
out  by  a  very  fine  line,  winch  only  good-sense  and 
attention  can  discover :  it  h  mucli  too  fine  for  vulgar 
eyes.  In  manners,  this  line  is  good-breeding;  beyond 
it,  is  troublesome  ceremony  ;  short  of  it,  is  unlwcom- 
ing  negligence  and  inattention.  In  morals,  it  divides 
ostentatious  pnritanism  from  criminal  relaxation.  In 
religion,  superstition  from  impiety;  and,  in  short, 
every  virtue  from  its  kindred  vice  or  weakness,  I 
think  you  have  sense  enough  to  discover  the  line: 
keep  it  always  in  your  eye,  and  learn  to  walk  upon 
it;  rest  u|X)n  Mr.  Harte,  and  he  will  fK)ise  you  till 
yon  arc  able  to  go  alone.  By  the  way,  there  are  fewer 
people  who  walk  well  upon  that  line  than  upon  the 
slack  rope,  and  therefore  a  good  performer  shines  so 
much  tlie  more. 
Your  friend,  Comte  Fertingue,  who  constantly  in- 
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quires  after  you,  lias  written  to  Comte  Salmour,  the 
Governor  of  the  Academy  at  Turin,  to  prepare  a  room 
for  you  there,  immediately  after  the  Aseension,  and 
has  recommended  you  to  him  in  a  manner  which  I 
hope  you  will  give  him  no  reason  to  repent  or  be 
ashamed  of.  As  Comte  Salmour'a  son,  now  residing 
at  the  Hague,  is  my  particular  acquaintance,  I  shall 
have  regular  and  authentic  accounts  of  all  that  you  do 
at  Turin. 

During  your  slay  at  Berlin,  I  expect  that  you 
should  infonn  yourself  thoroughly  of  the  present  state 
of  the  civil,  military,  and  ecclesxastical  government  of 
the  King  of  Prussia's*  dominions,  particularly  of  the 
military,  which  is  upon  a  better  footing  in  that  country 
than  in  any  other  in  Europe.  You  will  attend  at  the 
reviews,  see  the  troops  exercise,  and  inquire  into  the 
numbers  of  troops  and  companies  in  the  respective 
regimentfl  of  horse,  foot,  and  dragoons;  the  numbers 
and  titles  of  the  commissioned  and  non-commissioned 
officers  in  the  several  troops  and  companies;  and  also 
take  care  to  learn  the  technical  military  terms  in 
the  German  language;  for,  though  you  are  not  to 
be  a  military  man,  yet  these  military  matters  are  so 
frequently  the  subjects  of  conversation,  that  you  will 
look  very  awkwardly  if  you  are  ignorant  of  them. 
Moreover,  they  are  commonly  the  objects  of  negotia- 
tion, and,  as  such,  fall  within  your  future  profession. 
You  must  also  inform  yourself  of  the  reformation 
which  the  King  of  Prussia  has  lately  made  in  the 
law,  by  which  lie  has  both  lessened  the  numl>er  and 
shortened  tlie  duration  of  lawsuits:  a  great  work,  and 
worthy  of  so  great  a  prince  I    As  he  is  indisputably 

*  Frederick  the  Seoaod,  aurnamed  by  his  contemporuiei  tha  Orwt. 
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tlie  ablest  prince  in  Europe,  every  p«rt  of  his  govern- 
ment ilegerves  your  most  diligent  inquiry,  uml  your 
most  serious  attention.  It  must  be  owned  tlmt  you  set 
out  well  as  a  young  politician,  by  beginning  at  Berlin, 
aud  llien  going  to  Turin,  where  you  will  see  the  next 
ablest  monarch  to  that  of  Prussia ;  so  that,  if  you 
bre  capable  of  making  political  reflections,  those  two 
princes  will  furnisli  you  with  sufficient  matter  for 
them. 

I  would  have  you  endeavour  to  get  acquainted  with 
Monsieur  de  Maupertuis,*  who  is  so  eminently  distin- 
guished by  all  kinds  of  learning  and  merit,  that  one 
abould  be  both  sorry  and  ashamed  of  having  been 
even  a  day  in  the  same  place  with  him,  and  not  to 
have  seen  him.  If  you  should  have  no  otlier  way  of 
being  introduced  to  him,  I  will  send  yon  a  letter  from 
hence.  Monsieur  Cagnoni,  at  Berlin,  to  whom  1  know 
you  are  recommended,  is  a  very  able  man  of  business, 
thoroughly  informed  of  every  part  of  Eui-0|ie;  and 
his  acquaintance,  if  you  deserve  and  improve  it  as 
you  should  do,  may  be  of  great  use  to  you. 

Kemember  to  take  the  best  danciiig-ma«ler  at 
Berlin,  more  to  teach  you  to  sit,  stand,  and  walk 
gracefully,  than  to  dance  finely.  The  Graces,  the 
Graces!  remember  the  Graces!     Adieu! 

*  This  celebrated  matbemaUciaD  was  born  at  Ht.  Malo  in  1698.  He 
had  been  the  chief  o(  tbe  Acndetnician*  who  prnceeded  to  Lnpland  to 
measure  a  degree  of  tlie  meridian.  Voltaire,  tUeu  bis  friend,  wrota 
beoeath  bin  portrait — 

Son  aort  est  dtjixcr  ia  figure  du  monde, 
IH  lui  plaire  el  de  rtciairer. 

But  aft^f  their  fjuarrel  Voltaire  poured  forth  the  vials  of  hts  wralti  in 
the  DUitrUtc  du  DocUur  Akahia.  Since  1746,  Mnnpcrtuiii  bad  been 
eatabliabed  at  Berlin  aa  a  friend  of  Frederick  and  President  of  the 
new  Academy. 

Vol.  I.  17 
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Ixindon,  JftDoarj  24,  0.  S.  1749. 

Dear  Boy, 

I  HAVE  1-eceived  your  letter  of  the  12tli,  N.  S.,  in 
which  I  was  surprised  to  find  no  meution  of  your  ap- 
proaching journey  to  Berlin,  which,  accordinf;  to  the 
first  plan,  was  to  be  ou  the  20tli,  N.S.,  and  upon  wliich 
supposition  I  have  for  some  lime  directed  my  letters  to 
you  and  Mr.  Harte  at  Berlin.  I  should  be  glad  that 
yours  were  more  minute  with  regard  to  your  motions 
and  transactions;  and  I  desire  that,  for  the  future, 
they  may  contain  accounts  of  what  and  whom  you  see 
and  hear  in  your  several  places  of  residence;  for  I 
interest  myself  as  much  In  the  company  you  keep, 
and  tlie  pleasures  you  take,  as  in  the  studies  you 
pursue,  and  therefore  equally  desire  to  be  informed 
of  them  all.  Another  thing  I  desire,  which  is,  that 
you  will  acknowledge  my  letters  by  their  dates,  that 
I  may  know  which  you  do,  and  which  you  do  not, 
receive. 

As  you  found  your  brain  considerably  affected  by 
the  cold,  you  were  very  prudent  not  to  turn  it  to 
poetry  in  that  situation,  and  not  leas  judicious  in 
declining  the  borrowed  aid  of  a  stove,  whose  fumi- 
gation, instead  of  inspiration,  would  at  best  have 
produced  what  Mr.  Pope  calls  a  ttouterkin  of  wit  I 
will  show  your  letter  to  Duval,  by  way  of  justification 
for  not  answering  his  challenge ;  and  I  think  he  must 
allow  the  validity  of  it;  for  a  frozen  brain  is  as  unfit 
to  answer  a  challenge  in  poetry,  as  a  blunt  sword  is 
for  single  combat. 

You  may,  if  you  please,  and  therefore  I  flatter  my- 
self that  you  will,  profit  considenibly  by  your  stJiy  at 
Berlin,  in  the  articles  of  manuera  and  useful  knowl- 
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edge.  Attention  to  wliat  you  will  see  and  hear  tliere, 
together  with  proper  inquiries,  and  a  little  «u-e  and 
method  in  taking  notes  of  what  is  most  material,  will 
procure  you  much  useful  knowledge.  Many  young 
people  are  so  light,  so  dissipated,  and  so  incurious, 
that  they  can  hardly  be  said  to  see  what  they  see,  or 
hear  what  they  hear; — that  is,  they  hear  in  so  super- 
ficial and  inattentive  a  manner,  that  they  might  as  well 
not  see  nor  hear  at  all.  For  instance ;  if  thev  see  a 
public  building,  as  a  college,  an  hospital,  an  arsenal, 
Ac,  they  content  themselves  with  the  first  coup  d'oeil, 
and  neither  take  tlie  time  nor  the  trouble  of  informing 
themselves  of  the  material  parts  of  them,  which  are, 
the  constitution,  the  rules,  and  the  order  and  economy 
in  the  inside.  You  will,  I  hope,  go  deeper,  and  make 
your  way  into  the  substance  of  things.  For  example; 
fihould  you  see  a  regiment  reviewed  at  Berlin  or  Pots- 
dam, instead  of  contenting  yourself  with  the  general 
glitter  of  the  collective  corps,  and  saying,  par  mani^re 
tTacrquitf  that  is  very  fine;  I  hope  you  will  ask  what 
number  of  troops  or  companies  it  consists  of;  what 
number  of  oiBcers  of  the  etat  major,  and  wliat  number 
of  8iihallern.es:  how  many  bos  offtcien,  or  non-com- 
missioned officers,  as  sergeani^,  corporals,  anspessade^, 
frey  corporaU^  &c ;  their  pay,  their  clothing,  and  by 
whom ;  whether  by  the  Colonels  or  Captains,  or 
Commissaries  appointed  for  that  purpose;  to  whom 
they  are  accountable,  the  method  of  recruiting,  com- 
pleting, (fee. 

The  same  in  civil  matters :  inform  yourself  of  the 
jurbdiction  of  a  court  of  justice;  of  the  rules,  and 
members,  and  endowments  of  acollege  or  an  academy, 
and   not  only  of  the  dimensioofi  of  the  respective 
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edifices :   and  let  your  letters   to  me  contain   these 
inforraationa,  in  proportion  as  you  acquire  tbem. 

I  often  reflect,  with  the  most  flatteriug  liopes,  how 
proud  I  sliall  be  of  you,  if  you  should  profit  as  you 
may,  by  the  opportunities  which  you  liave  had,  still 
have,  and  will  have,  of  arriving  at  i)erfection ;  and, 
on  the  other  hand,  with  dread  of  the  grief  and  slmme 
you  will  give  me,  if  you  do  not.  May  the  first  be  the 
case  I     God  bless  you  1 


London,  February  7,  O.  8- 1749. 
Dear  Boy, 

You  are  now  come  to  an  age  capable  of  reflection, 
and  I  hope  you  will  do,  what,  however,  few  people  at 
your  age  do,  exert  it,  for  your  own  sake,  in  the  search 
of  truth  and  sound  knowledge.  I  will  confess  (for  I 
am  not  unwilling  to  discover  my  secrets  to  you)  that 
it  is  not  many  ye-ara  eince  I  have  presiimed  to  reflect 
for  myself.  Till  sixteen  or  seventeen,  I  bad  no  re- 
flection ;  and,  for  many  years  after  that,  I  made  no 
Ui»e  of  what  I  had.  I  adopted  tlie  notions  of  the 
books  I  read,  or  the  company  I  kept,  without  exam- 
ining whether  they  were  just  or  not;  and  1  rather 
chose  to  run  the  risk  of  eaay  error,  tlian  to  take  the 
lime  and  trouble  of  investigating  truth.  Thus,  partly 
from  laziness,  partly  from  dissipation,  and  partly  from 
the  mauvaine  honte  of  rejecting  fasliionable  notions,  I 
was  (as  I  have  since  founri)  hurried  away  by  preju- 
dices, instead  of  being  guided  by  reason ;  and  quietly 
cherished  error,  instead  of  seeking  for  truth.  But 
since  I  have  taken  the  trouble  of  reasoning  for  my- 
self, and  have  had  the  courage  to  own  that  I  do  so, 
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you  cannot  imagine  how  much  my  notions  of  thing* 
are  altered,  and  in  how  different  a  light  I  now  see 
them,  from  that  in  which  I  formerly  viewed  tliem 
tliroiigh  the  deceitful  medium  of  prejudice  or  authority. 
Nay,  I  may  poasihiy  still  retain  many  errors,  which, 
from  long  habit,  have  perhaps  grown  into  real  opin- 
ions; for  it  is  very  difficult  to  distluguiah  habits,  early 
acquired  and  long  entertained,  from  the  result  of  oar 
reason  and  reflection. 

My  lir»t  prejudice  (for  I  do  not  mention  the  preju- 
dices of  boys  and  women,  such  as  hobgoblins,  ghosts, 
dreams,  spilling  salt,  &c.)  was  my  classical  enthusiasm, 
which  I  received  from  the  books  I  read,  and  the  mas- 
ters who  explained  them  to  me.  I  was  connnced 
there  had  been  no  common  sense  nor  common  honesty 
in  the  world  for  these  last  fifteen  hundred  years ;  hut 
that  they  were  totally  extinguished  with  the  ancient 
Greek  and  Roman  governmeuts.  Homer  and  Virgil 
could  have  no  faults,  because  tliey  were  ancient;  Mil- 
ton and  Tasso  could  have  no  merit,  because  they  were 
modern.  And  I  could  almost  have  said,  with  regard 
to  the  ancients,  what  Cicero,  very  absurdly  and  un- 
becomingly for  a  philosopher,  says  with  regard  to 
Plato,  Cum  qtio  errare  via/im  quam  cum  alih  recti 
seniire.  Whereas  now,  without  any  extraonlinary 
effort  of  genius,  I  have  discovered,  that  nature  was 
the  same  three  thousand  years  ago  as  it  is  at  present ; 
that  men  were  but  men  then  as  well  as  now ;  thai 
modes  and  customs  vary  often,  but  that  human  nature 
is  always  the  same.  And  I  can  no  more  suppose,  that 
men  were  better,  braver,  or  wiser,  fifteen  hundred  or 
three  thousand  years  ago,  than  I  can  suppose  that  the 
animals  or  vegetables  were  better  then  than  they  are 
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now.  T  dare  aesert,  too,  in  defiance  of  the  favourers  of 
the  ancient-s  that  Homer's  hero,  Achilles,  was  botlj  a 
brute  and  a  scoundrel,  and,  consequently,  an  improper 
character  for  the  hero  of  an  epic  poem  ;  he  had  so  little 
regard  for  his  country,  that  he  would  not  act  in  de- 
fence of  it,  because  he  had  quarrelled  with  Agamem- 

nOD  about  a  w ;  and  then,  afterwards,  animated 

by  private  resentment  only,  he  went  about  killing 
people  basely,  I  will  call  it,  because  he  knew  himself 
invulnerable ;  and  yet,  invulnerable  as  be  was,  he  wore 
the  atrougest  armour  in  the  world ;  which  I  humbly 
apprehend  to  be  a  blunder,  for  a  horse-shoe  clapped  to 
his  vulnerable  heel  would  have  been  sufficient.  On 
the  other  hand,  with  submission  to  the  favourers  of  the 
moderns,  I  assert  with  Mr.  Dryden,  that  the  Devil  is 
in  truth  the  tlero  of  Milton's  poem :  his  plan,  which  he 
lays,  pursues,  and  at  last  executes,  being  the  subject  of 
the  Poem.  From  all  which  considerations  I  impartially 
conclude,  that  the  ancients  had  their  excellences  and 
their  defects,  their  virtues  and  their  vices,  just  like  the 
moderns:  pedantry  and  affectation  of  learning  decide 
clearly  in  favour  of  the  former;  vanity  and  ignorance, 
as  peremptorily,  in  favour  of  the  latter. 

Religious  prejudices  kept  pace  with  my  classical 
ones;  and  Uiere  was  a  time  when  I  thought  it  impos- 
sible for  the  honestest  man  in  the  world  to  be  saved, 
cot  of  the  pale  of  the  Church  of  Kngland :  not  con- 
sidering that  uiatlers  of  opinion  do  not  depend  upon 
the  will;  and  tlial  it  is  as  natural,  and  as  allowable, 
that  another  man  should  diOcr  in  opinion  from  me,  u 
that  I  should  dififer  from  him;  and  that,  if  we  ar« 
both  sincere,  we  are  both  blameless,  and  should  con- 
aequently  have  mutual  indulgence  for  each  other. 
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The  next  prejudices  I  adoptetl,  were  those  of  the 
beau  vionde;  m  which,  as  I  wus  determined  to  shine, 
I  took  what  are  commonly  called  the  genteel  vices  to 
be  necessary.  I  liad  heard  them  reckoned  so,  and, 
without  farther  inquiry,  I  believed  it;  or,  at  least, 
should  have  been  ashamed  to  have  denied  it,  for  fear 
of  exposing  myself  to  the  ridicule  of  those  whom  I 
considered  as  the  models  of  fine  gentlemen.  But  I 
am  now  neither  ashamed  nor  afraid  to  assert,  that 
those  genteel  vices,  as  they  are  falsely  called,  are  only 
so  many  blemishes  in  the  character  of  even  a  man  of 
the  world,  and  what  is  called  a  fine  gentleman,  and 
degrade  him  in  the  opinions  of  those  very  people  to 
whom  he  hopes  to  recommend  himself  by  them.  Nay, 
this  prejudice  often  extends  so  far,  that  I  have  known 
people  pretend  to  vices  they  had  not,  instead  of  core- 
fiilly  concealing  those  they  had. 

Use  and  assert  your  owu  reason ;  reflect,  examine, 
and  analyse  everything,  in  order  to  form  a  sound  and 
mature  judgment;  let  no  out«?  tf«  impose  upon  your 
understanding,  mislead  your  actions,  or  dictate  your 
conversation.  Be  early  what,  if  you  are  not,  you  will, 
when  too  late,  wish  you  had  been.  Consult  your 
reason  betimes :  I  do  not  say  that  it  will  always  prove 
an  unerring  guide,  for  human  reason  is  not  infallible; 
bat  it  will  prove  the  least  erring  guide  that  you  can 
follow.  Books  and  conversation  may  assist  it;  but 
adopt  neitlier  blindly  and  implicitly:  try  bolli  by 
that  best  rule  which  God  lias  given  to  direct  us, — 
reason.  Of  all  the  troubles,  do  not  decline,  as  many 
people  do,  that  of  thinking.  The  herd  of  mankind 
can  hardly  be  sjiid  to  think  ;  tlieir  notions  are  almost 
all  adoptive;  and,  in  general,  I  believe  it  is  better 
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that  it  should  be  so,  aa  such  comraou  prejudices 
contribute  more  to  order  aud  quiet  thnii  their  own 
separate  reasonings  would  do,  uncultivated  and  un- 
improved as  they  are.  We  have  many  of  those  useful 
prejudices  iu  this  country,  which  I  should  be  very 
Borry  to  see  removed.     The  gootl  Protestant  convio- 

tion,  that  the  Pope  is  both  Antichrist  and  the  W 

of  Babylon,  is  a  more  effectual  preservative  in  this 
country  against  Popery  than  all  the  solid  and  unan- 
swerable arguments  of  Chillingworth.  The  idle  story 
of  the  Pretender's  having  been  introduced  in  a  warm- 
ing-pan into  the  Queen's  beil,  though  as  <)estitute  of 
all  probability  as  of  all  foundation,  has  been  much 
more  prejudicial  to  the  cause  of  Jacobitism  than  all 
that  Mr.  Locke  and  others  have  written  to  show  the 
unreasonableness  and  absurdity  of  the  doctrines  of 
indefeasible  hereditary  right  and  unlimited  passive 
obedience.  And  that  silly,  sanguine  notion,  which  Is 
firmly  entertained  here,  that  one  Englishman  can  beat 
three  Frenchmen,  encourages,  aud  has  Bomctimes 
enabled,  one  Englishman,  in  reality,  to  beat  two. 

A  Frenchman  ventures  his  life  with  alacrity  pour 
I'konneur  du  Hoi;  were  you  to  change  the  object 
which  he  has  been  taught  to  have  in  view,  and  tell 
bim  that  it  was  pour  le  bien  de  la  palriet  he  would 
very  probably  run  away.  Such  gross,  local  prejudice 
prevail  with  the  herd  of  mankind,  and  do  not  impose 
upon  cultivated,  informed,  and  rejecting  minds:  but 
then  there  are  notions  equally  false,  ttiough  not  so 
glaringly  absurd,  which  are  entertained  by  people  of 
superior  and  improved  understandings,  merely  for 
want  of  the  necessary  pains  to  ii^vestigate,  the  proper 
attention  to  examine,  and  the  pouotratiou  requisite  to 
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determine  the  truth.  Those  are  the  prejudices  which 
I  woultl  have  you  guard  against  by  a  manly  exertion 
and  attention  of  your  reasoning  faculty.  To  mention 
one  instance  of  a  thousand  that  I  could  give  you — It 
is  a  general  prejudice,  and  has  been  propagated  for 
these  sixteen  hundred  years,  that  arts  and  sciences 
cannot  flourish  under  an  absolute  government;  and 
that  genius  must  necessarily  be  cramped  where  free- 
dom is  restrained.  This  sounds  plausible,  but  is  false 
in  fact.  Mechanic  arts,  as  agriculture,  manufactures, 
etc.,  will  indeed  be  discouraged  where  the  profits  and 
pro])erty  are,  from  the  nature  of  the  government, 
insecure.  But  why  the  despotism  of  a  government 
should  cramp  the  genius  of  a  mathematician,  an  as- 
tronomer, a  poet,  or  an  orator,  I  confess  I  never  could 
discover.  It  may  imleed  deprive  tlie  poet  or  the 
orator  of  the  liberty  of  treating  of  certain  subjects 
in  the  manner  they  would  wish;  but  it  leaves  them 
subjects  enough  to  exert  genius  upon,  if  they  have 
iU  Can  an  author  with  reajson  complain  that  he  is 
cramped  and  shackled  if  he  is  not  at  liberty  to  pub- 
lish blasphemy,  bawdry,  or  sedition?  all  which  are 
equally  prohibited  in  the  freest  governments,  if  they 
are  wise  and  well-regulated  ones.  This  is  the  present 
general  complaint  of  the  French  authors;  but,  indeed, 
chiefly  of  the  bad  ones.  No  wonder,  say  they,  that 
England  produces  so  many  great  geniuses;  people 
there  may  tliink  as  they  please,  and  publish  what 
they  think.  Very  true;  but  who  hinders  them  from 
thinking  as  they  please?  If^  indeed,  they  think  in  a 
manner  destructive  of  all  religion,  morality,  or  good 
manners,  or  to  the  disturbance  of  the  state,  an  abso- 
lute government  will  certainly  more  effectually  pro- 
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Inbit  them  from,  or  punish  them  for,  publishing  siicli 
thoughts  than  a  free  one  could  tlo.  But  how  does 
that  cramp  the  genius  of  an  epic,  dramatic,  or  lyric 
poet?  Or  how  does  it  corrupt  the  eloquence  of  an 
orator,  in  the  pulpit  or  at  the  bar?  The  number 
of  g(Kid  French  authors,  such  as  Corneille,  Racine, 
Moliei'e,  Boileau,  and  La  Fontaine,  who  seemed  to 
dispute  it  with  tlie  Augustan  age,  flourished  under  the 
despotism  of  Louis  XIV. ;  and  the  celebrated  anthoi's 
of  the  Augustan  age  did  not  shine  till  after  the  fetters 
were  rivetted  upon  the  Roman  jwople  by  that  cruel 
and  worthlees  Ein]>ei-or.  The  revival  of  letters  was 
not  owing,  either,  to  any  free  government,  but  to  the 
encouragement  and  protection  of  Leo  X.  and  Francis 
I. — the  one  as  absohite  a  Pope,  and  the  other  us  des- 
potic a  Prince,  as  ever  reigned.  Do  not  mistake,  and 
imagine,  that,  while  I  am  only  exposing  a  prejudice, 
I  am  speaking  in  favour  of  arbitrary  power,  which 
from  my  soul  I  abhor,  and  look  iipon  as  a  gross  and 
criminal  violation  of  the  natural  rights  of  mankind. 

Adieu  1 


Loodoa,  Febraory  28,  0.  S.  1749. 

Dear  Boy, 

I  WAS  very  much  pleased  with  the  account  that  you 
gave  ine  of  your  reception  at  Berlin ;  bat  I  was  still 
better  pleased  with  the  account  which  Mr.  Harte  sent 
me  of  your  manner  of  receiving  that  reception,  for  he 
says  you  behaved  yourself  to  those  Crowned  Heads 
with  all  the  respect  and  modesty  due  to  them,  but,  at 
the  same  time,  without  being  any  more  embarraascd 
than  if  you  had  been  conversing  with  your  equals. 
Tliis  easy  respect  is  the  perfection  of  good-bi-cciling, 
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wliicli  nothing  but  superior  good-sense  or  a  long  usage 

and  OS,  in 
a  pleasing 


of  the  world  can  produt 


lid  not  be  the  latter, 


your  case,  it 
indi 


to 


lication 
me  of  the  former. 

You  will  now,  in  the  course  of  a  few  months,  have 
been  rubbed  at  three  of  the  consi<lerable  Courts  of 
Europe — Berlin,  Dresden,  and  Vienna;  so  that  I 
hope  you  will  arrive  at  Turin  tolei'ably  smooth,  and 
fit  for  the  Inst  polish.  There  you  may  get  the  beet, 
there  being  no  Court  I  know  of  that  formic  more  well- 
breil  and  agreeable  people.  Remember,  now,  that 
good-breeding,  genteel  carriage,  address,  and  even 
dress  (to  a  certain  degree),  are  become  serious  objects, 
and  deserve  a  part  of  your  attention. 

The  day,  if  well  employed,  is  long  enough  for 
them  all :  one  half  of  it  bestowed  upon  your  studies 
and  your  exercises  will  finish  your  mind  and  your 
body ;  the  remaining  part  of  it,  spent  in  good  com- 
pany, will  form  your  manners  and  complete  your 
character.  What  would  I  not  give  to  have  you  read 
Demosthenes  critically  in  the  morning,  and  under- 
stand him  better  tiian  anybody ;  at  noon,  behave  yonr- 
self  better  than  any  person  at  Court;  and,  in  the 
evenings,  trifle  more  agreeably  than  anybody  in  mixed 
companies!  All  this  you  may  compass  if  you  please: 
you  have  the  means,  you  have  the  opportunities. 
Employ  them,  for  God's  sake,  while  you  may,  and 
make  yourself  that  all-accomplished  man  that  I  wish 
to  have  you.  It  entirely  depends  upon  these  two 
years;  they  are  the  decisive  ones. 

I  send  you  here  enclosed  a  letter  of  recommendation 
to  Monsieur  Capello,  at  Venice,  which  you  will  deliver 
him  immetiiately  upon  your  arrival,  accompanying 
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it  with  compliments  from  rae  to  bim  and  Madame, 
toth  whom  you  have  seen  here.  He  will,  I  am  sure, 
be  both  very  civil  and  very  useful  to  you  there,  as  he 
will  also  be  afterwards  at  Rome,  where  he  is  appointed 
to  go  Ambassador.  By  the  way,  wherever  you  are,  T 
would  advise  you  to  frequent,  as  much  as  you  can,  the 
Venetian  Ministers,  who  are  always  better  informed  of 
the  Courts  they  reside  at  than  any  other  minister — 
the  strict  and  regular  accounts  which  they  arc  obliged 
to  give  to  their  own  government  making  them  very 
diligent  and  inquisitive. 

You  will  stay  at  Venice  as  long  as  the  Carnival 
lasts;  for  though  I  am  impatient  to  have  you  at 
Turin,  yet  I  would  wish  you  to  see  thoroughly  all  that 
is  to  be  seen  at  so  singular  a  place  as  Venice,  and  at 
80  showish  a  time  ns  the  Carnival.  You  will  take  also 
particular  care  to  view  all  those  meetings  of  the  gov- 
ernment, wliich  strangers  are  allowed  to  see;  as  the 
assembly  of  the  Senate,  &c. ;  and  likewise  to  inform 
yourself  of  that  peculiar  and  intricate  form  of  govern- 
ment. There  are  books  that  give  an  account  of  it. 
Among  wliich,  the  best  is  Atnelot  de  la  Houssaye: 
this  I  would  advise  you  to  read  previously ;  it  will  not 
only  give  you  a  general  notion  of  that  constitution,  but 
also  furnish  you  with  materials  for  proffer  questions 
and  oral  informations  upon  the  place,  which  are 
always  the  best.  There  are  likewise  many  very  val- 
uable remains,  in  sculpture  and  paintings,  of  the  best 
masters,  which  deserve  your  attention. 

I  6up]>ose  you  will  be  at  Vienna  aa  soon  as  thia 
letter  will  get  thither ;  and  I  suppose,  too,  that  I  must 
not  direct  above  nne  more  to  you  there.  After  which 
my  next  shall  be  directed  to  you  at  Venice,  the  only 
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place  where  a  letter  will  be  likely  to  find  you  till  you 
are  at  Turin ;  but  you  may,  and  I  desire  that  you 
will,  write  tfl  me  from  the  several  places  in  your  way 
from  whence  the  post  goes. 

1  will  seud  you  some  other  letters,  for  Venice,  to 
Vienna,  or  to  your  banker  at  Venice;  to  whom  you 
will,  upon  your  arrival  there,  send  for  them :  for  I 
will  take  care  to  have  you  so  recommended  from  place 
to  place  that  you  sliall  not  run  through  them,  as  most 
of  your  countrymen  do,  without  the  advantage  of 
seeing  and  knowing  what  best  deserves  to  be  seen 
and  known ;  I  mean  the  men  and  the  manneis. 

Gkul  bless  you,  and  make  you  answer  my  wishes; 
I  will  now  say,  my  hopes  1     Adieu  1 


Dear  Boy, 

I  ciRECT  this  letter  to  your  banker  at  Venice,  the 
surest  place  for  you  to  meet  with  it,  though  I  suppose 
it  will  be  there  some  time  before  you;  for  as  your 
intermediate  stay  anywhere  else  will  be  but  short, 
and  as  the  post  from  hence,  in  this  season  of  east- 
erly winds,  is  uncertain,  I  direct  no  moie  letters  to 
Vienna;  where  I  hope  both  you  and  Mr.  Ilarte  will 
have  received  the  two  letters  which  I  sent  you 
respectively;  with  a  letter  of  recommenilation  to 
Monsieur  Capello  at  Venice,  which  was  enclosed  in 
mine  to  you.  I  will  suppose,  too,  that  the  inland  post 
un  your  side  of  the  water  has  not  done  you  justice ;  for 
I  received  but  one  single  letter  from  you,  and  one 
from  Mr.  Harte,  during  your  whole  stay  at  Berlin ; 
from  whence  I  hoped  for  and  expected  very  particular 
accounts. 
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I  persuade  myself  that  the  time  you  stay  at  Venice 
will  be  properly  employed  in  seeing  all  that  is  to  be 
seea  at  that  extraordinary  place ;  and  in  eouvcrsiug 
with  jieople  who  can  inform  you,  not  of  the  raree- 
fihowa  of  the  town,  but  of  the  constitution  of  the  gov- 
ernment; for  which  purpose  I  send  you  the  enclosed 
letters  of  recommendation  from  Sir  James  Gray,*  the 
King's  resident  at  Venice,  but  who  is  now  in  Eng- 
land. These,  with  mine  to  Monsieur  Capello,  will 
carry  you,  if  you  will  go,  into  all  the  best  compauyat 
Venice. 

But  the  important  point  and  the  important  place  is 
Turin  ;  for  there  I  propose  your  stayiug  a  considerable 
time,  to  pursue  your  studies,  learn  your  exei-cises,  and 
form  your  manners.  I  own  I  am  not  without  my 
anxiety  for  the  consequence  of  your  stay  there,  wliich 
must  be  either  very  good  or  very  bad.  To  you  it 
will  be  entirely  a  new  scene.  Wherever  you  have 
hitherto  been,  you  have  conversed  chiefly  with  people 
wiser  and  discreeter  than  yourself,  and  have  been 
equally  out  of  die  way  of  bad  advice  or  bad  example ; 
but  in  the  Academy  at  Turin  you  will,  probal)Iy,  ru*?et 
with  both,  considering  the  variety  of  young  fellows 
of  about  your  own  age — among  wliom,  it  is  to  be 
expected  tliat  some  will  be  dissipated  and  itlU% 
others  vicious  and  profligate.  I  will  believe,  till  the 
contrary  appears,  that  you  have  sagacity  enough  to 
distinguish  the  good  from  the  bad  characters,  and 
both  sense  and  virtue  enough  to  shun  the  latter  and 

*T)ii«  diploQiativt  WM  employed  at  Vcaic«  durinj;  aeverai  yow». 
I>dT  Mitry  Woriley  Montagud  wriim  of  biin :  "  Sir  Jkhicm  Gray  wm, 
"m  [  am  lold,  anit'entalty  Mt«exned  dnring  hk  rv«i(I«Dce  lien*:  but, 
"ftlusi  he  U  gone  to  Naptu."  ["^o  ^^  Oountew  of  Bute,  April  .1, 
17C8.) 
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connect  yourself  with  the  former;  but,  however,  for 
greater  security,  and  for  your  sake  alone,  I  must  ac- 
quaint yon  that  1  have  sent  positive  orders  to  Mr. 
Harte  to  carry  you  off  instantly  to  a  place  which  I 
have  named  to  Iiini,  u\x>n  the  very  firet  symptom 
which  ho  shall  dia-^ver  in  you  of  drinking,  gaming, 
idleness,  or  disobedience  to  his  orders ;  so  that,  whether 
Mr.  Harte  iufonns  roe  or  not  of  the  particulars,  I 
shall  be  able  to  judge  of  your  conduct  in  general  by 
the  time  of  your  stay  at  Turin.  If  it  is  short,  I 
shall  kuow  why,  and  I  promise  you  tliat  you  shall 
soon  find  that  I  do ;  but,  if  Mr.  Harte  lets  you  con- 
tinue there  as  long  as  I  propose  you  should,  I  shall 
then  be  convinced  that  you  make  the  pniper  use  of 
your  time,  which  is  the  only  thing  I  have  to  ask  of 
you.  One  year  is  the  most  that  I  propose  you  should 
stay  at  Turin ;  and  that  year,  if  you  employ  it  well, 
perfects  you.  One  year  more  of  your  late  application 
with  Mr.  Harte  will  complete  your  classical  .studies. 
You  will  be,  likewise,  master  of  your  exercises  in  that 
lime,  and  will  have  formed  youi'><elf  so  well  at  that 
Court  as  to  be  Gt  to  appear  advantageously  at  any 
other.  These  will  be  the  happy  effects  of  your  year's 
stay  at  Turin,  if  you  behave  and  apply  yourself  there 
as  you  have  done  at  Leipsig;  but  if  either  ill  advice 
or  ill  example  affect  and  seduce  you,  you  are  ruined 
for  ever.  I  look  upon  that  year  as  your  decisive  year 
of  probnlion  ;  go  through  it  well,  and  you  will  be  all 
accomplished,  and  fixed  in  my  tenderest  affection  for 
ever;  but,  should  the  contagion  of  vice  or  idleness 
lay  hold  of  you  there,  your  character,  your  fortune, 
my  hopes,  and  consequently  ray  favour,  are  all  blasted, 
and  you  arc  undone.     The  more  1  love  you  now,  from 
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the  good  opinion  that  I  have  of  you,  the  greater  will 
be  my  indignation,  if  T  should  have  reflson  to  change 
it  Hitherto  you  have  hod  every  possible  proof  of 
my  affection,  because  you  Iiave  deserved  it;  but, when 
you  ceaee  to  deserve  it,  you  may  expect  every  possible 
mark  of  ray  resentment.  To  leave  nothing  doubtful 
upon  this  important  point,  I  will  tell  you  fairly,  be- 
forehand, by  what  rule  I  shall  judge  of  your  conduct; 
by  Mr.  Ilarte's  accounts.  He  will  not,  I  am  sure — 
nay,  1  will  say  more,  he  cannot — be  in  the  wrong 
with  regard  to  you ;  he  can  have  no  other  view  but 
your  good ;  and  you  will  I  am  sure  allow,  that  he 
must  be  a  better  judge  of  it  than  you  can  possibly  be 
at  your  age.  While  he  is  satisiied,  I  shall  be  so  too; 
but,  whenever  ho  is  dissatisfied  with  you,  I  shall  be 
much  more  so.  If  he  complains,  you  must  be  guilty ; 
and  I  shall  not  have  the  least  regard  for  anything 
that  you  may  allege  iu  your  own  defence. 

I  will  now  tell  you  what  I  expect  and  insist  upon 
from  you  at  Turin : — First,  that  you  pursue  your 
classical  and  other  studies  every  morning  with  Mr. 
Harte,  as  long  and  in  whatever  manner  Mr.  Harte 
shall  be  pleased  to  require;  secondly,  that  you  loarn, 
uninterruptedly,  your  exercises  of  riding,  danciug,  and 
fencing;  thirdly,  tliat  you  make  yourself  master  of 
the  Italian  language ;  and  lastly,  that  you  pass  your 
evenings  in  the  best  company.  I  also  require  a  strict 
conformity  to  the  liours  and  rules  of  the  Academy. 
If  you  will  but  finish  your  year  in  this  manner  at 
Turin,  I  have  nothing  further  to  ask  of  you,  and  I 
will  give  you  everything  that  you  can  ask  of  me.  You 
shall  liCier  that  be  entirely  your  own  master :  I  shall 
tliink  you  safe,  shall  lay  aaide  all  authority  over  you, 
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and  friendsliip  ehall  be  our  mutual  and  only  tie.  Woifcli 
tliis,  I  beg  of  you,  delibenUcly  in  your  own  iniiiil,  mid 
consider  whether  the  applicntioti  and  tlic  dcgrcn  of  r^ 
straint  which  I  require  but  for  one  year  more  will  mA 
be  amply  repaid  by  all  theadvantageB,  and  the  pi'rfwl 
liberty,  which  you  will  receive  at  the  cud  of  il.  Your 
own  good-sense  will,  1  am  sure,  not  allow  you  to  hni- 
tate  one  moment  in  your  choice.     God  Mem  you  I 

A<lJeaf 


P£. — Sir  James  Qray'a  letter*  not  being  yet  seat 
B  I  thought  tliey  would,  I  shall  etic\(me  them  io 
my  next,  whidi,  I  believe,  will  get  to  Vcaiee  m  toon 
uyoo. 


IdiiIh,  Afrfl  12,  O.  t  174» 

Deak  Bot, 

I  ESCEivED  by  the  hmt  tmdi  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Harte,  datefi  Prague,  April  tbe  lat,  5.8, ;  ftvr  whkh  1 
dedre  joo  will  retam  bira  my  thanka,  tad  amurt  him 
thai  1  exUeiaelj  appnyre  ai  what  he  ham  ikmt,  mmI 
pnpOMseratnalfyiodowut  joorwsf  loTma.  Wh& 
wo^  hwe  tlaoa^  JOO  were  aU  eoooglk  10  iiave  baea 
ao  well  aeqaamtcd  with  the  heroes  ol  (be  Mimm  tri» 
eemmkm  to  be  loofciagevt  fer  their  yaif  yiaifao— 
mBobanaymh  chas  a&dioa  vitb  vhaeh  V  am  i»- 
femed  jM  nek  fcr  the  WaOtfaM^*  Ae  Kaakia,  Ae.  ? 
JU  I  eniBoC  aaenbe  it  to  fosr  age^  J  naiit  &>  j<ior 
aMaaoRBaea  kBowlad!9»  of  hMMsj,  dwt  auhaft  evevy 
MWinnj  amievpry  gjBtnry.aa  it  were,  yoqr  own,  deri- 
ooaSy ;  I  an  Bold  that  joa  are  both  very  atraog  and 
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very  correct  in  history ;  of  which  I  atn  extremely  glad. 
This  is  useful  knowledge. 

Gomte  du  Perron  and  Cointe  Lasoan's  are  arrived 
here ;  the  former  gave  me  a  letter  from  Sir  Charles 
Williams,  the  latter  brought  me  your  orders.  They 
are  very  pretty  men,  and  have  both  knowledge  and 
manners;  which,  though  they  always  ought,  seldom 
do  go  together.  I  examined  them,  particularly  Comto 
Lascaris,  concerning  you ;  their  report  is  a  very  favour- 
able one,  especially  on  the  side  of  knowledge :  the 
«iuicknes8  of  conception  which  they  allow  you  I  can 
easily  credit;  but  the  attention  which  they  add  to  it 
pleases  me  the  more,  as,  I  own,  I  expected  it  less.  Go 
on  in  the  pursuit  and  the  increase  of  knowledge ;  nay,  I 
am  sure  you  will,  for  you  now  know  too  much  to  stop ; 
and,  if  Mr.  Harte  would  let  you  be  idle,  I  am  con- 
vinced that  you  would  not.  But  now  that  you  have 
left  Leipsig,  and  are  entered  into  the  great  world,  re- 
member there  is  another  object  that  must  keep  pace 
witli,  and  accompany,  knowledge;  I  mean,  manners, 
politeness,  and  the  Graces,  in  which  Sir  Charles  Wil- 
liams, tliough  very  much  your  friend,  owns  you  are 
very  deficient.  The  manners  of  Leipsig  must  be  shook 
off;  and  in  that  respect  you  must  put  on  the  new  man. 
No  scrambling  at  your  meals  as  at  a  German  ordi- 
nary ;  no  awkward  overturns  of  glasses,  plates,  and 
salt-cellars ;  no  horse-play.  On  the  contrary,  a  gen- 
tleness of  manners,  a  graceful  carriage,  and  an  insinu- 
ating address,  must  lake  their  place.  I  repeat,  and 
shall  never  cease  repeating  to  you,  Ike  Chace^,  the 
Oracejt. 

I  desire  that,  as  soon  as  ever  you  get  to  Turin,  you 
will  apply  yourself  diligently  to  the  Italian  language; 
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that,  before  you  leave  that  place,  you  may  know  it 
well  enough  to  he  ahle  to  speak  tolerably  when  you 
get  to  Rome ;  where  you  will  soou  make  yourself  per- 
fectly master  of  Italian,  from  the  daily  necessity  you 
will  be  under  of  speaking  it.  In  the  mean  time,  1 
insist  upou  your  not  neglecting,  much  less  forgetting, 
the  German  you  already  know ;  which  you  may  not 
only  continue,  but  improve,  by  speaking  it  conHtantly 
|to  your  Saxon  boy,  and  as  often  as  you  can  to  the  sev- 
eral Germans  you  will  meet  in  your  travels.  You 
remember,  no  doubt,  that  you  must  never  write  to 
roe  from  Turin  but  in  the  German  language  and 
character. 

I  send  you  the  incloeed  letter  of  recommendation  to 
Mr.  Smith,  the  King's  Consul  at  Venice;  who  can, 
and  I  dare  say  will,  be  more  useful  to  you  there  than 
anybody.  Pray  make  your  court  and  behave  your 
best  to  Monsieur  and  Madame  Capello,  who  will  be  of 
great  use  to  you  at  Rome.    Adieu  I    Youra,  tenderly. 


Loodoo,  April  19,  O.  a  1749. 

Beab  Boy, 

This  letter  will,  I  believe,  still  find  you  at  Venice, 
in  all  tlie  dissipation  of  masquerades,  ridottoe,  operas, 
Ac.:  with  all  my  heart;  they  are  decent  evening 
amusements,  and  very  properly  sacceed  that  aeriooB 
application  to  which  I  am  sure  you  devote  your  room- 
ings. There  are  liberal  and  illiberal  pleasures  as  well 
as  liberal  and  illiberal  arts.  There  are  some  pleasarea 
that  degrade  a  gentleman  as  much  as  some  trades  could 
do.  Sottish  drinking,  indiscriminate  gluttony,  dnv- 
iDg  coaches,  rustic  sports,  such  as  fox-chases,  horse- 
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races,  &c,  arc,  in  my  opinion,  infinitely  below  the 
honest  and  industrious  professions  of  a  tailor  and  a 
shoemaker,  which  are  said  to  d^oger. 

As  you  are  now  in  a  mufiical  country,  where  sing- 
ing, fiddling,  and  piping  are  not  only  the  commou 
topics  of  conversation,  but  almost  the  princij^al  objects 
of  attention;  I  cannot  help  cautioning  you  agahist 
giving  in  to  those  (I  will  call  them  illiberal)  pleasures, 
(though  music  is  commonly  reckoned  one  of  the  lib- 
eral arts,)  to  the  degree  that  most  of  your  country- 
men do  when  they  travel  in  Italy.  If  you  love  music, 
hear  it;  go  to  operas,  concerts,  and  pay  fiddlers  to 
play  to  you ;  but  I  iusist  upon  your  neither  piping  nor 
fiddling  yourself.  It  pute  a  gentleman  in  a  very  friv- 
olous, contemptible  light ;  brings  him  into  a  great  deal 
of  bad  company;  anti  lakes  up  a  great  deal  of  time, 
which  might  be  much  better  employed.  Few  things 
would  mortify  me  more,  thau  to  see  you  bearing  a  part 
in  a  concert,  with  a  fiddle  under  your  chin,  or  a  pipe 
in  your  mouth. 

I  have  had  a  great  deal  of  conversation  with  Comte 
du  Perron  and  Comte  Lascaria,  upon  your  subject; 
and  1  will  tell  you,  very  truly,  what  Comte  du  Perron 
(who  is,  in  my  opinion,  a  very  pretty  man)  said  of 
you.  II  a  rfd  te^prUy  un  s^avo-if  pen  conimun  €L  ion 
aytf,  une  grande  vivaciU,  et  quand  il  aura  pris  des 
maniires  il  6era  par/ait ;  car  ilfaul  avouer  qu'il  sent 
encore  U  college  ;  main  cela  v^icndra.  I  was  very  glad 
to  hear,  from  one  whom  I  think  so  good  a  judge,  that 
you  wanted  nothing  but  des  viani^r&s;  which  I  am 
convinced  you  will  now  soon  acquire  in  the  cowfmu)* 
which  henceforwards  you  arc  likely  to  keep.  But  I 
mnat  add,  too,  that,  if  you  should  not  acquire  them, 
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all  the  rest  will  be  of  very  little  use  to  you.  By  tho- 
nieres^  I  do  not  mean  bare  common  civility;  every- 
body must  have  that,  who  would  not  be  kicked  out  of 
company  :  but  I  mean  engaging,  insinuating,  shining 
manners;  a  diBlinguJHhed  politeness,  an  almost  irre- 
sistible addre&s ;  a  8ii|)criar  gracefulness  in  all  you  say 
and  do.  It  is  this  alone  tliat  can  give  all  your  other 
talents  their  full  lustre  and  value;  and,  consequently, 
it  is  this  which  should  now  be  the  principal  object  of 
your  attention.  Observe  minutely,  wherever  you  go, 
the  allowed  and  established  models  of  good-breeding, 
and  form  yourself  upon  them.  AVhatever  pleases  you 
most,  in  others,  will  infallibly  please  others,  in  you.  I 
have  often  repeated  this  to  you ;  now  is  your  time  of 
putting  it  in  practice. 

Pray  make  my  compliments  to  Mr.  ITarte;  and 
tell  him  I  have  received  his  letter  from  Vienna,  of 
the  16th  N.8.,  but  that  I  shall  not  trouble  him  with 
an  answer  to  it,  till  I  have  received  the  other  letter, 
which  he  promises  me,  upon  the  subject  of  one  of  my 
lost.  I  long  to  hear  from  him  after  your  settlement 
at  Turin :  the  montlis  that  you  are  to  pass  there  will 
be  very  decisive  ones  for  you.  The  exercises  of  the 
Academy,  and  the  manners  of  Courts,  must  be  at- 
tended to  and  acquired,  and,  at  the  same  time,  your 
other  studies  continued.  I  am  sure  you  will  not  pass, 
nor  desire,  one  single  idle  hour  there ;  for  I  do  not 
foresee  that  you  can,  in  any  part  of  your  life,  put  out 
8i.T  months  to  greater  interest,  tlian  those  next  six  at 
Turin. 

We  will  talk  hereafter  about  your  stay  at  Kome, 
and  in  other  parts  of  lUily.  This  only  I  will  now 
recommend  to  you  ;  which  is,  to  extract  the  spirit  of 
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every  plnce  you  go  to.  In  those  places,  which  are 
only  distinguished  by  classical  fame,  and  valuable  re- 
mHins  of  antiquity,  have  your  Classics  in  your  hand 
and  in  your  head;  compare  the  ancient  geography, 
and  descriptions,  with  the  modern ;  and  never  fail  to 
take  notes.  Rome  will  furnish  you  with  business 
enough  of  that  sort;  but  then  it  furnishes  you  with 
many  other  objects  well  deserving  your  attention,  such 
as  deep  ecclesiastical  craft  and  policy.    Adieu  ! 


LoDdoD,  April  27,  0.6. 1749. 

Deab  Boy, 

I  HAVE  received  your  letter  from  Vienna,  of  the 
19th,  N.  S.,  which  gives  me  great  uneasiness,  upon 
Mr.  Harte's  account.  You  and  I  liave  reason  to 
interest  ourselves  very  particularly  in  everything  that 
relates  to  him.  I  am  glad,  however,  that  no  bone  ie 
broken  or  dislocated;  which  being  the  case,  I  hope  he 
will  have  been  able  to  pursue  his  journey  to  Venice: 
in  that  supposition  I  direct  this  letter  to  you  at  Turin ; 
where  it  will  either  find,  or  at  least  not  wait  very 
long  for  you ;  as  I  calculate  that  you  will  be  there 
by  the  end  of  next  month,  N.S.  I  hope  you  roSect 
how  much  you  have  to  do  there,  and  that  you  are 
determined  to  employ  every  moment  of  your  time 
accordingly.  You  have  your  classical  and  severer 
studies  to  continue  with  Mr.  Harte;  you  have  your 
excrci.ses  to  learn ;  the  turn  and  manners  of  a  Court 
to  acquire:  reserving  always  some  time  for  the  deooQt 
amusements  and  pleasures  of  a  gentleman.  You  see 
that  I  am  never  against  pleasures ;  1  loved  thera  my- 
self when  I  was  of  your  age,  and  it  is  as  reasonable 
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that  you  should  love  them  now.  But  I  insist  upon 
it,  that  pleasures  are  very  combtnable  with  both  busi- 
nese  and  studies,  and  have  a  much  better  relish  from 
tlie  mixture.  The  man  who  cannot  join  business  and 
pleasure,  is  either  a  formal  coxcomb  in  the  one,  or  a 
sensual  beast  in  the  other.  Your  evenings  I  therefore 
allot  for  company,  assemblies,  balls,  and  such  sort  of 
amusements;  as  I  look  upon  those  to  be  the  best 
schools  for  the  manners  of  a  gentleman ;  which  noth- 
ing can  give  but  use,  observation,  and  experience. 
You  have,  besides,  Italian  to  learn,  to  which  I  desire 
you  will  diligently  apply ;  for  though  French  is,  I 
believe,  the  language  of  the  Court  at  Turin,  yet  Italian 
will  be  very  necessary  for  you  at  Rome,  and  in  other 
parts  of  Italy ;  and  if  you  are  well  groundetl  in  it 
while  you  are  at  Turin,  (as  you  easily  may,  for  it  is  a 
very  easy  language,)  your  subsequent  stay  at  Rome 
will  make  you  perfect  in  it.  I  would  also  have  you 
acquire  a  geneml  notiou  of  Fortification ;  I  mean  so 
far  as  not  to  be  ignorant  of  the  terms,  which  you  will 
often  hear  mentioned  in  company;  B\xch  as  Havelint 
Bastionj  Olacis,  Oontrexarpet  &c.  In  order  to  this, 
I  do  not  propose  tliat  you  should  make  a  study  of 
Fortification,  as  if  you  were  to  be  an  Engineer:  but 
a  very  easy  way  of  knowing  as  much  as  you  need 
know  of  them,  will  be  to  visit  often  the  fortifications 
of  Turin,  in  company  with  some  old  Officer  or  Engi- 
neer, who  will  show  and  explain  to  you  the  several 
works  themselves;  by  which  means  you  will  get  a 
clearer  notion  of  them,  than  if  you  were  to  see  them 
only  upon  paper  for  seven  years  together.  Go  to 
originals  whenever  you  can,  and  trust  to  copies  and 
descriptions  as  little  as  possible.    At  your  idle  houxa 
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while  you  are  at  Turin,  pray  read  the  history  of  the 
House  of  Savoy,  which  haa  produced  a  great  many 
very  great  men.  The  late  King,  Victor  Amed^,  waa 
undoubtedly  one,  and  the  present  King*  is  in  my 
opinion  another.  In  general,  I  believe  tliat  little 
Princes  are  more  likely  to  be  great  men,  than  those 
whose  more  extensive  dominions,  and  superior  strength, 
flatter  them  with  a  security,  which  commonly  pro- 
duces negligence  and  indolence.  A  little  Prince  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  great  ones,  must  be  alert,  and 
look  out  sharp,  if  he  would  secure  his  own  dominions : 
much  more  still  if  he  wonid  enlarge  them.  He  must 
watch  ior  conjunctures,  or  endeavour  to  make  them. 
No  Princes  have  ever  possessed  this  art  better  than 
those  of  tlie  House  of  Savoy ;  who  have  enlarged 
their  doniinions  prodigiously  within  a  century,  by 
profiting  of  conjunctures. 

I  send  you  here  enclosed  a  letter  from  Comte  Laa- 
caris,  who  ia  a  warm  friend  of  yours :  I  desire  that  you 
will  answer  it  very  soon,  and  very  cordially  ;  and  re- 
member to  make  your  compliments  in  it  to  Comte  du 
Perron.  A  young  man  should  never  be  wanting  in 
these  attentions;  they  cost  little,  and  bring  in  a  great 
deal,  by  getting  you  people's  good  word  and  affection. 
They  gain  the  heart,  to  whicli  I  have  always  advised 
you  to  apply  yourself  particularly;  it  guides  ten 
thousand  for  one  that  reason  influences. 

I  canuot  end  this  letter,  or,  1  l>elieve,  any  other, 
without  repeating  my  recommendation  of  the  Oraee$, 
They  are  to  be  met  with  at  Turin ;  for  God's  sake, 
sacrifice  to  them,  and  tliey  will  Iw  propitious.     People 

*  Charles  KmatiuQ),  who  hftd  iucc«eded  to  Ui«  Chroao  in  17S0,  on 
bit  Iktber's  rMigDtttioo. 


TO  DDS  BON,  ON  EDCCATIOX. 


281 


mistake  grossly,  to  imagine  that  the  least  awkward- 
ness, in  either  matter  or  manner,  miml  or  hin\y,  is  an 
indifferent  thing,  and  not  wortl)_v  of  attention.  It 
may  possibly  be  a  weakness  in  me  (but  in  short  we 
are  all  so  made) ;  1  confess  to  you  fairly,  that  when 
Tou  shall  come  home,  and  that  I  first  see  you,  if  I  find 
yoD  ungraceful  in  your  address,  and  awkward  in  your 
person  and  drees,  it  will  be  impossible  for  me  to  love 
you  half  so  well  as  I  should  otherwise  do,  let  your 
intrinsic  merit  and  knowledge  be  ever  so  great.  If 
that  would  be  your  co^c  witli  me,  as  it  really  would, 
judge  how  much  worse  it  might  Ix;  with  others,  who 
have  not  the  same  affection  and  partiality  for  you,  and 
to  whose  hearts  you  must  make  your  own  way. 

Remember  to  write  to  me  constiuitly,  while  you  are 
in  Italy,  in  the  German  language  and  character,  till 
you  can  write  to  me  in  Italian  ;  which  will  not  be  till 
you  have  been  some  time  at  Rome. 

Adieu,  my  dear  boy;  may  you  turn  out  what  Mr, 
Harte  and  I  wish  you !  I  must  add,  tliat,  if  you  do 
not,  it  will  be  both  your  own  fimlt  and  your  own 
misfortune. 


LoudoD,  Hay  Id,  O.  S.  1749. 

Dear  Boy, 

This  letter  will,  I  hope,  find  you  settled  to  your 
aerious  studies,  and  your  necessary  exercises,  at  Turin, 
after  the  hurry  and  dissipation  of  the  Carnival  at 
Venice.  I  mean,  that  your  stay  at  Turin  should,  and 
I  flatter  myself  that  it  will,  be  an  useful  and  orna- 
mental period  of  your  education ;  but,  at  tlie  same 
time,  I  must  tell  you,  that  all  my  affection  for  you  has 
never  yet  given  me  so  much  anxiety  us  that  which  I 
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now  feel.  While  you  aro  in  danger,  I  shall  be  in 
fear,  and  you  are  in  danger  at  Turin.  Mr.  Harte 
will,  by  his  care,  arm  you  as  well  as  he  can  agaiuat  it; 
but  your  own  good-sense  and  resolution  can  alone 
make  you  invulnerable.  I  am  informed,  there  are 
now  many  Knglish  at  the  Academy  at  Turin ;  and  I 
fear  those  are  just  so  many  dangers  for  you  lo  encoun- 
ter. Who  they  are  I  do  not  know,  but  I  well  know  the 
general  ill  conduct,  the  indecent  behaviour,  and  the 
illiberal  views  of  my  young  countrymen  abroad ;  espe- 
cially wherever  they  are  in  numbers  together.  Ill 
example  is  of  itself  dangerous  enough,  but  those  who 
give  it  seldom  stop  there;  they  add  their  infamous 
exhortations  and  invitations;  and,  if  these  fail,  they 
have  recourse  to  ridicule ;  which  is  harder  for  one  of 
your  age  and  inexperience  to  withstand,  than  either 
.of  the  former.  Be  upon  your  guard,  therefore,  against 
jthesc  butteries,  which  will  all  be  played  upon  you. 
I  You._ai:ejiot  sent  abroad  to  converse  with  your  own 
countrymen:  among  them,  in  general,  you  will^ei 
little  knowledge,  no  languages,  and,  I  am  sure,  do 
manners.  I  desire  that  you  will  form  no  connections, 
nor  (what  they  impudently  call)  friendshi[]6,  with 
these  people;  which  are,  in  truth,  only  combinations 
and  conspiracies  against  good  morals  and  good  man- 
ners. There  is  commonly  in  young  people  a  facility 
that  maket5  them  unwilling  to  refuse  anything  that  is 
asked  of  them;  a  vtautfaise  honUy  that  niakes  them 
ashamed  to  refuse ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  on  ambition 
of  pleasing  and  shining  in  the  company  they  keep; 
these  several  causes  produce  the  best  effect  in  good 
company,  but  the  sary  worst  in  bad.  If  people  had 
no  vices  but  their  own,  few  would  have  su  many  as 
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they  licive.  For  my  own  part,  I  would  sooner  wear 
other  people's  clothes  than  their  vices;  and  they 
would  sit  upon  me  just  as  well.  I  hope  you  will 
have  none ;  but  if  ever  you  have,  I  beg,  at  letist,  they 
may  bo  all  your  own.  Vices  of  adoption  arc,  of  all 
others,  the  most  disgraceful  and  unpardonable.  There 
are  degrees  in  vices,  as  well  as  in  virtues;  and  I  must 
do  my  countrymen  the  justice  to  say,  they  generally 
take  their  vices  in  the  lowest  degree.  Their  gallantry 
is  the  infamous  mean  debauchery  of  stews,  justly  at- 
tended and  rewarded  by  the  loss  of  their  health,  ae 
well  as  their  character.  Their  pleasures  of  the  table 
|end  in  beastly  drunkenuess.  low  riot,  broken  windows, 
and  very  often  (aa  tJiey  well  deserve)  broken  bones. 
"Hiey  game^rlEesake  of  the  vice,  n^tjof  the  amuse- 
ment; and  therefore  carry  it  to  excess;  undo,  or  are 
undone  by,  ilicir  companions.  By  such  conduct,  and 
in  such  company  abi'oad,  they  come  home,  the  unim- 
provod,  illiberal,  and  ungentlemanlike  creatures  that 
one  daily  sees  them ;  that  is,  in  the  Park  and  in  the 
streeta,  for  one  never  meets  them  in  good  company ; 
where  they  have  neither  manners  to  present  them- 
selves, nor  merit  to  be  received.  But,  with  the^man;' 
ners  of  footmen  and  grooms,  they  assume  their  dress 
tooTTbF'yOUTiiusf^ave  observed  tEem  in  the  streets 
here,  in  dirty  blue  frocks,  with  oaken  sticks  in  their 
hands,  and  their  hair  greasy^and  unpowdered,  tucked 
up  under  their  hats  of  an  enormous  size.  TEua  fin- 
ished and  adorned  by  their  travels,  they  become  the 
diaturbere  ot"DlayhoU8e8 ;  they  br^kthewindowSj 
and  coBomonlY  &e  landlords,  of  the  taverns  ivlifire 
they  drjnki  and  are  at  once  the^  support,  the  terror, 
und  the  victims  oT^e  bawdy-liousoa  tliey  irequent. 
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These  poor  mistaken  peojile  think  they  8lnue»-ajTd^80 
they  do  indeed  ;  but  it  is  as  putrefaction  shines  in  the 
dark.  t.-_ 

T  am  not  now  preaching  to  you,  like  an  old  fellow, 
upon  either  religious  or  moral  texts;  I  am  pereuaded 
you  do  not  want  the  best  instructions  of  thnt  kind : 
but  I  am  advising  you  an  a  friend,  as  a  man  of  the 
world,  as  one  who  would  not  have  you  old  while  you 
are  young,  but  would  have  you  tjikc  all  the  pleasures 
that  reason  points  out  and  that  decency  warrants.  I 
will  tlierefore  suppose,  for  argument's  sake,  (for  upon 
no  other  account  can  it  be  suppoeod,)  that  all  the  vices 
above  mentioned  were  perfectly  innocent  in  themselves ; 
they  would  still  degrade,  vilify,  and  sink  ihoee  who 
practised  them ;  would  obstruct  their  rising  in  the 
world,  by  debasing  their  characters;  and  give  them  a 
tow  turn  of  mind  and  manners,  absolutely  inconsistent 
with  their  making  any  figure  in  u|)per  life,  and  great 
business. 

What  I  have  now  said,  together  with  your  own 
good-eense,  is  I  hope  sufficient  to  arm  you  against 
the  seduction,  the  invitations,  or  the  profligate  cxlior- 
tations  (for  I  cannot  call  them  temptations)  of  those 
unfortunate  young  people.  On  the  other  hand,  when 
they  would  engage  you  in  these  schemes,  content  your- 
nelf  with  a  decent  but  steady  refusal :  avoid  controversy 
upon  such  plain  points.  You  arc  too  young  tu  convert 
ihem,  and  I  trust  too  wise  to  be  converted  by  them. 
Sbuu  them,  not  only  in  reality,  but  even  in  apj>ejir- 
ance,  if  you  would  be  well  received  in  good  conifmny; 
for  people  will  always  be  shy  of  receiving  a  man  who 
cxmiee  from  a  {ihtcc  where  the  plague  rages,  let  him 
look  ever  so  healthy.     There  are  some  exprcnions^ 
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1(1  some  characl^re, 
both  in  those  two  and  in  other  countries,  which  have, 
I  dare  say,  misled  many  young  men  to  their  ruin. 
Une  konntU.  debav^ihey  unejolie  dehaucfie;  an  at/ree- 
abU  rake,  a  man  of  pleasure.    Do  not  think  that 
this  means  debauchery  and  profligacy:  nothittg  like  it. 
It  means  at  moet  the  accidental  and  unfrefjuent  ir- 
regularities of  youth  and  vivacity,  in  opposition  to 
dalness,  formality,  and  want  of  spirit     A  comineroe  \ 
gaimd  insensibly  formed  with  a  womau  of  faahiori ;  a 
glass  of  wine  or  two  too  much  unwarily  taken  in  tLe 
warmth  and  joy  of  good  company,  ot-apme  innocent 
frolic  by  which,  jiflbudy:  is  injuretl,  are  the  utmost/ 
bounds  of  that  life  of  pleasure  which  a  man  of  senseX 
and  decency  J  who  has  a  regard  for  hia^  character,  will  1 
allow  himself,  or  be^all^jwed^ by  others.     Those  who! 
transgress  them  in  the  hopes  of  shining,  miss  their 
aim,  and  become  infamous,  or  at  least  contemptible. 

The  length  or  shortness  of  your  stay  at  Turin  will 
sufficiently  inform  me  (even  though  Mr.  Harte  should 
not)  of  yonr  conduct  there;  for,  as  I  have  told  you 
before,  Mr.  Harte  has  the  strictest  orders  to  carry  you 
away  iramedialely  from  thence  upon  the  first  and  least 
symptom  of  infection  that  he  discovera  about  you; 
and  I  know  him  to  be  too  conscientiously  scrupulous, 
and  too  much  your  friend  and  miuc,  not  to  execute 
them  exactly.  Moreover,  I  will  inform  you  that  I 
shall  have  constant  accounts  of  your  behaviour  from 
Comte  Salmour,  the  governor  of  the  Academy,  whose 
son  is  DOW  here,  and  my  {^articular  friend.  I  have 
also  Other  good  channels  of  intelligence  of  which  I  do 
not  apprise  you.  But,  sup{>osing  that  alt  turns  out 
well  at  Turin,  yet,  as  1  propose  your  being  at  Rome 
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for  the  jubilee  at  Christmas,  I  desire  that  you  will 
apply  yourself  diligently  to  your  exercises  of  dancings 
fencing,  and  riding,  at  the  Academy;  as  well  for  the 
sake  of  your  health  and  growth,  as  to  fashion  and 
supple  you.  You  must  not  neglect  your  dress  neither, 
but  take  care  to  be  bun  mi«.  Pray  send  for  the  best 
operator  for  the  teeth  at  Turin,  where  I  suppose  there 
is  some  famous  one,  and  let  him  put  yours  in  periect 
order,  and  then  take  care  to  keep  them  so  afterwards 
youi-self.  You  had  very  good  teeth,  and  I  liope  they 
are  so  still ;  but  even  those  who  have  bad  ones  should 
keep  them  clean,  for  a  dirty  mouth  is  in  my  mind  ill 
maunci-s:  in  short,  neglect  nothing  that  can  possibly 
please.  A  thousand  nameless  little  things,  which 
nobody  can  describe,  but  which  everybody  feels,  con- 
spire to  form  that  whole  of  pleasing;  as  tlie  several 
pieces  of  a  mosaic  work,  though  separately  of  little 
beauty  or  value,  when  properly  joined,  form  those 
beautiful  figures  which  please  everybody,  A  look,  a 
gesture,  an  attitude,  a  tone  of  voice,  all  bear  llieir 
parts  in  the  great  work  of  pleasing.  The  art  of  pleas- 
ing is  more  particularly  necessary  in  your  intended 
profession  than  perhaps  in  any  other;  it  is  in  truth 
the  first  half  of  your  business ;  for,  if  you  do  not 
please  the  Court  you  are  sent  to,  you  will  be  of  very 
little  use  to  the  Court  you  are  sent  from.  Please  the 
eyes  and  the  ears,  they  will  introduce  you  to  the  heart; 
and  nine  times  in  ten  the  heart  governs  the  under- 
standing. 

Make  your  court  particularly,  and  show  dit^tin- 
gnishcd  attentions,  to  such  men  and  women  as  arc  beat 
at  Court,  highest  in  the  fashion,  and  in  the  opinion 
of  (Jic  public;  speak  advantageously  of  them  bohiad 
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their  backs,  in  compftnies  wlio  you  Imve  reason  to  be- 
lieve will  tell  tbem  again.  Express  your  admiration 
of  the  many  great  men  that  the  House  of  Savoy  has 
produced;  observe,  that  nature,  instead  of  being  ex- 
hausted by  those  efforts,  seems  to  haveredoui)led  tliem 
in  the  persons  of  the  present  King  and  the  Duke  of 
Savoy :  wonder  at  this  rate  where  it  will  end,  and 
conclude  that  it  must  end  in  the  government  of  all 
Europe.  Say  this,  likewise,  where  It  will  probably 
be  repeated ;  but  say  it  unaffectedly,  anJ,  the  last  es- 
pecially, with  a  kind  of  cnjoueinciU.  These  little  arts 
are  very  allowable,  and  must  be  made  use  of  in  the 
course  of  the  world;  they  are  pleasing  to  one  party, 
useful  to  the  other,  and  injurious  to  nobody. 

What  I  have  said  with  regard  to  my  countrymen 
in  general  does  not  extend  to  them  all  without  excep- 
tion :  there  are  some  who  have  both  merit  aud  man- 
ners. Your  friend  Mr.  Stevens  is  among  the  latter, 
and  I  approve  of  your  connection  with  him.  You 
may  happen  to  meet  with  some  others,  whose  friend- 
ship may  be  of  great  use  to  you  hereafter,  either  from 
their  superior  talents,  or  their  rank  and  fortune.  Cul- 
tivate them ;  but  tlien  I  desire  that  Mr.  Harte  may 
be  the  judge  of  those  persons. 

Adieu,  my  dear  child  I  Consider  seriously  the  im- 
portance of  the  two  next  years,  to  your  character, 
your  figure,  and  your  fortune. 


London,  Uay  22,  0.  8. 1749. 
Dear  Boy, 

I  KBCOMMENDED  to  you  in  my  last  an  innocent  piece 

of  art — that  of  flattering  people  behind  their  backs, 

in  presence  of  those  who,  to  make  their  own  court. 
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mucli  more  llian  for  your  sake,  will  not  fail  lo  repeat, 
aud  even  amplify,  the  praise  to  the  party  concerned. 
This  is,  of  all  flattery,  the  most  pleasing,  and  conse- 
quently the  most  effectual.  There  are  other,  aud 
many  other,  inoffensive  arts  of  this  kind,  which  are 
necessary  in  the  coui-se  of  the  world,  and  which  he 
who  practices  the  earliest  will  please  the  most,  and 
rise  the  soonest.  The  spirits  and  vivacity  of  youth 
arc  apt  to  neglect  them  as  useless,  or  reject  them  as 
troublesome;  but  subsequent  knowledge  and  experi- 
ence of  the  world  remind  us  of  their  importjiuoo, 
commonly  when  it  is  too  late.  The  principal  of  these 
things  is  the  mastery  of  one's  temper,  and  that  cool- 
ness of  mind,  and  serenity  of  countenance,  which 
hinder  us  from  discovering,  by  words,  actions,  or 
even  looks,  those  passions  or  sentiments  by  which  we 
are  inwardly  moved  or  agitated,  and  the  discovery  of 
which  gives  cooler  and  abler  people  such  infinite  ad- 
vantages over  us,  not  only  in  great  business,  but  in  all 
the  most  common  occurrericej*  of  life.  A  man  who 
does  not  possess  himself  enough  to  hear  disagreeable 
things  without  visible  marks  of  anger  and  change  of 
countenance,  or  agreeable  ones  without  sudden  bursts 
of  joy  and  expansion  of  countenance,  is  at  the  mercy 
of  every  artful  knave  or  pert  coxcomb.  The  for- 
mer will  provoke  or  please  you  by  design,  to  catch 
unguarded  words  or  looks,  by  which  he  will  easily 
decipher  the  secrets  of  your  heart,  of  which  you 
should  keep  the  key  yourself,  and  trust  it  with  no  roan 
living.  The  latter  will,  by  his  absurdity,  and  without 
intending  it,  produce  the  same  discoveries,  of  which 
other  people  will  avail  themselves.  You  will  say, 
possibly,  tliai  this  coolness  must  be  constitutional,  and 
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eonso<)uently  does  not  depend  upon  the  will ;  and  T 
will  allow  that  constitution  has  some  power  over  us; 
but  I  will  maintain,  too,  that  people  very  often,  to  ex- 
cuse themselves,  very  unjustly  accnse  their  constitu- 
tions. Care  and  reflection,  if  properly  used,  will  get 
the  better;  and  a  man  may  as  yurely  get  a  habit  of 
letting  his  reason  prevail  over  liis  constitution,  as  of 
letting,  as  moet  people  do,  the  latter  prevail  over  the 
former.  If  you  find  yourself  subject  to  sudden  starts 
of  paHijion  or  madness  (for  I  see  no  diflercnce  between 
them,  but  in  their  duration)^  resolve  within  yourself, 
at  least,  never  to  speak  one  word  while  you  teel  that 
emotion  within  you.  Determine,  too,  to  keep  your 
countenance  as  unmoved  and  unembarrassed  as  pos- 
sible— which  steadiness  you  may  get  a  habit  of  by 
constant  attention.  I  sliould  desire  nothing  better,  in 
any  negotiation,  than  to  have  to  do  witli  one  of  these 
men  of  warm,  quick  passions,  which  I  would  take 
care  to  set  in  motion.  By  artful  provocations,  I 
would  extort  rasli  and  unguarded  expressions;  and, 
by  hinting  at  all  the  several  things  that  I  could  sus- 
pect, infallibly  discover  the  true  one,  by  tlie  alteration 
it  occasioned  in  the  countenance  of  the  person.  Voilo 
acioUo  con  pcnsicri  «trcUi  is  a  most  useful  maxim  in 
business.  It  is  so  necessary  at  some  games,  such  aa 
Berlan,  QtiiiizCy  &c.t  that  a  nmn  who  had  not  the 
command  of  hia  tem]>er  and  countenance  would  in- 
fallibly be  undone  by  those  who  had,  even  though 
they  played  fair;  whereas  in  business  you  always 
play  with  sharpers,  to  whom  at  least  you  should  give 
no  fair  advantages.  It  may  be  objected,  that  I  am 
now  recommending  dissimulatiou  to  you :  I  both  own 

and  justify  it.     It  has  been  long  said,  Qui  nescit  du- 
Vol.  I.  w 
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aimulare  nescit  regnare .'  I  go  still  farther,  nnd  say, 
that  without  some  dissimulation  no  business  can  be  car- 
ried on  at  all.  It  is  gimulalion  that  is  fal^e,  mean,  and 
criminal :  that  is  the  cunning  which  Lord  Bacon  calk 
crooked  or  lefl-handed  wisdom,  and  which  is  never 
made  use  of  but  by  those  who  Iiavc  not  true  wisdom. 
And  the  same  great  man  says,  that  dissimulation  is 
only  to  hide  our  own  cards ;  whereas  simulation  is  put 
on  in  order  to  look  into  other  people's.  Lord  Boling- 
broke,  in  his  "  Idea  of  a  Patriot  King,"  which  he  haa 
lately  published,  and  which  I  will  send  you  by  the 
first  opportunity,  says,  very  justly,  that  simulation  is 
Astileito;  not  only  an  unjust,  but  an  unlawful  weapon, 
and  the  use  of  it  very  rarely  to  be  excused,  never  jus- 
tified :  whereas  dissimulation  is  a  shield,  as  secrecy  is 
armour;  and  it  is  no  more  possible  to  preserve secj-ecy 
in  business,  without  some  degree  of  dissimulation,  than 
it  is  to  succeed  in  business  without  secrecy.  He  goes 
on  and  says,  that  those  two  arts  of  dissimulation  and 
secrecy  are  like  the  alloy  mingled  with  pure  ore:  a 
little  is  necessary,  and  will  not  debase  the  coin  below 
its  proper  standard ;  but  if  more  than  that  little  be 
emptoyeil  (that  is,  simulation  and  cunning),  the  coin 
loses  its  currency  and  the  coiner  his  credit. 

Make  yourself  absolute  roaster,  therefore,  of  your 
temper  and  your  countenance — so  fur,  ut  h^ist,  as  that 
no  visible  change  do  appear  in  either,  wliatcver  you 
may  feel  inwardly.  This  may  be  difiiuult,  but  it  is 
by  no  means  impossible ;  and,  as  a  man  of  sense  never 
aUempIs  impossibilities  on  one  hand,  on  the  other  he 
is  never  discouraged  by  difficulties  ;  on  the  contrary, 
be  redoubles  his  industry  and  his  diligence,  he  perse- 
veres, and  infallibly  prevails  at  last.     In  any  point, 
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wliicb  prudence  bids  you  pursue,  and  which  a  mani- 
fest utility  attends,  let  difficultiea  only  animate  your 
industry,  not  deter  you  from  the  pureuit.  If  one  way 
haa  failed,  try  another;  be  active,  persevere,  and  you 
will  conquer.  Some  people  arc  to  be  reaaoned,  some 
flattered,  some  intimidated,  and  some  teazed  into  a 
thing ;  but,  in  general,  all  are  to  be  brought  into  it  at 
last,  if  skilfully  applied  to,  properly  managed,  and 
indefatigably  attacked  in  their  several  weak  places. 
The  time  should  likewise  be  judiciously  chosen. 
Every  man  haa  his  mollia  tenipora,  but  that  is  far 
from  being  all  day  long;  and  you  would  choose  your 
time  very  ill,  if  you  applied  to  a  man  about  one  busi- 
ness, when  his  head  was  full  of  another,  or  when  bis 
heart  was  full  of  grief,  anger,  or  any  other  disagree- 
able sentiment 

In  order  to  judge  of  the  inside  of  others,  study 
your  own;  for  men  in  general  are  very  much  alike; 
and  though  one  has  one  prevailing  passion,  and 
another  has  another,  yet  their  operations  are  much 
the  same;  and  whatever  engages  or  disgusts,  pleases 
or  offends  you  in  others,  will,  mutatis  mutandis,  en- 
gage, disgust,  please,  or  offend  others  in  you.  Ob- 
serve, with  tlie  utmost  attention,  all  the  operations  of 
your  own  mind,  the  nature  of  your  passions,  and 
the  various  motives  that  determine  your  will;  and 
you  may,  in  a  great  degree,  know  all  mankind.  For 
instance;  do  you  find  yourself  hurt  and  morti£cd, 
when  another  makes  you  feel  his  superiority,  and 
your  own  inferiority,  in  knowledge,  parts,  rank,  or 
fortune?  you  will  certainly  take  great  care  not  to 
make  a  person,  whose  goodwill,  good  word,  inter- 
esteem,  or  frieudship,  you  would  gain,  feel  that 
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superiority  in  you,  in  case  you  have  it.  If  disngreeable 
insinuations,  sly  snt«r8,  or  re|)eated  contradictions 
teaze  and  irritate  you,  would  you  use  them  where  you 
wished  to  engage  and  please?  Surely  not;  and  I 
hope  you  wish  to  engage,  and  please,  almost  univer- 
sally. The  temptation  of  i^ayiug  a  smart  and  witty 
thing,  or  don  mo^  /  and  the  malicious  applause  with 
which  it  is  commonly  received,  has  made  people  who 
can  &ay  them,  aud,  still  oftener,  people  who  think 
they  can,  but  canuot,  and  yet  try,  more  enemiep,  and 
implacable  ones  too,  than  any  one  other  thing  that  I 
know  of.  When  such  things,  then,  shall  lmp{>en  to  be 
said  at  your  expense,  (as  sometimes  they  certiunly 
will,)  reflect  seriously  upon  the  sentiments  of  uneasi- 
ness, auger,  and  reseutmeut,  which  they  excite  in  you; 
and  consider  whether  it  can  be  prudent,  by  the  same 
means,  to  excite  the  same  sentiments  in  others  against 
you.  It  is  a  decided  folly,  to  lose  a  friend  for  a  jest ; 
but,  in  my  mind,  it  is  not  a  much  iesa  degree  of  folly, 
to  make  an  enemy  of  an  indifferent  and  neutral 
person  for  the  sake  of  a  ffon  mot.  Wlien  things  of 
this  kind  happen  to  be  said  of  you,  tlie  mo=it  prudent 
way  is  to  seem  not  to  suppose  that  they  are  meant  at 
you,  but  to  dissemble  and  conceal  whatever  degree  of 
anger  you  may  feel  inwardly ;  and,  should  they  be 
so  plain,  that  you  cannot  be  aupposed  ignorant  of 
their  meaning,  to  join  in  the  laugh  of  tlic  company 
against  yourself;  acknowledge  the  liit  to  be  a  fair  one, 
and  the  jest  a  gofnl  one,  and  play  off  the  whole  thhig 
in  seeming  good-humour:  but  by  no  means  reply  in 
the  samw  way;  which  only  shows  that  you  are  hurt, 
aud  publishes  the  victory  which  you  might  Imve  cou- 
ceoicd.    Should  the  thing  said,  indeed,  injure  your 
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lonour,  or  raornl  character,  there  is  but  one  proper 
reply;  which  I  hope  you  never  will  have  occasion  to 
make. 

Ab  the  female  part  of  the  world  has  some  influ- 
ence, and  often  too  much,  over  the  male,  your  con- 
duct, witli  regard  to  women,  (I  mean  women  of 
fashion,  for  I  cannot  Buppose  you  capable  of  con- 
versing with  any  otliers,)  deserves  some  share  in 
your  reflections.  They  are  a  numerous  and  loqua- 
cious body:  their  hatred  would  be  more  prejudicial, 
than  their  friendshiji  can  be  advantageous  to  you.  A 
general  complaisance,  and  attention  to  that  sex,  is 
therefore  established  by  custom,  and  certainly  neces- 
sary. But  where  you  would  particularly  please  any 
one,  whose  situation,  interest,  or  connections  can  be  of 
use  to  you,  you  must  show  particular  preference. 
The  least  attentions  please,  the  greatest  charm  them. 
The  innocent,  but  pleasing  flattery  of  their  persons, 
however  gross,  is  greedily  swallowed,  and  kindly 
digested  ;  but  a  seeming  regard  for  their  undei-stand- 
ingfi,  a  seeming  desire  of,  and  deference  for,  their  ad- 
vice, together  with  a  seeming  oonfldence  in  their 
moral  virtues,  turns  their  heads  entirely  in  your 
favour.  Nothing  shocks  them  so  much  as  the  least 
appearance  of  that  contempt,  which  they  are  apt  to 
suspect  men  of  entertaining  of  their  capacities ;  and 
you  may  be  very  sure  of  gaining  their  friendship,  if 
you  seem  to  think  it  worth  gaining.  Here  dissimula- 
tion is  very  often  necessary,  and  even  simulation 
sometimes  allowable;  which,  as  it  pleases  them,  may 
be  useful  to  you,  and  is  injurious  to  nobody. 

This  torn  sheet,  which  I  did  not  observe  when  I 
began  u|x)n  it,  as  it  alters  the  figure,  shortens  too  the 
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length  of  my  letter.  It  may  very  well  afford  it;  ray 
anxiety  for  you  carries  me  insensibly  to  these  lengths. 
I  Qin  apt  to  flatter  myself  that  my  experience,  at  the 
latter  end  of  my  life,  may  be  of  use  to  you  at  the 
beginning  of  yours;  and  I  do  not  grudge  the  greatest 
trouble  if  it  can  procure  you  the  least  advantage.  I 
even  repeat  frequently  tlie  same  things,  the  better  to 
imprint  them  on  your  young,  and,  I  suppose,  yet 
giddy  mind ;  and  I  shall  think  that  part  of  my  time 
the  best  employed,  that  contributes  to  make  you  em- 
ploy yours  well.    Grod  bless  you,  child  I 


LoDdoD,  June  16,  O.  S.  1749. 

Deab  Boy, 

I  DO  not  guess  where  this  letter  will  find  you,  but 
I  hope  it  will  fiud  you  well:  I  direct  it  eventually  to 
Laybach ;  from  whence,  I  suppose,  you  have  taken 
care  to  have  your  lettera  sent  after  you.  I  received 
no  account  from  Mr.  Harte  by  last  post,  and  the  mail 
due  this  day  is  not  come  in;  so  tiiat  my  informa- 
tions come  down  no  lower  tlian  the  2nd  June,  N.  S., 
the  date  of  Mr.  Harte'a  last  letter.  As  I  am  now 
easy  about  your  he-alth,  I  am  only  curious  about  your 
motions,  which  I  hope  have  been  either  to  Inspruck 
or  Verona ;  for  I  disapprove  extremely  of  your  pro- 
posed long  and  troublesome  journey  to  Switzerland. 
Wherever  you  may  be,  I  recommend  to  you,  to  get 
us  much  Italian  as  you  can  before  you  go  cither  to 
Rome  or  Naples:  h  little  will  be  of  great  use  to  you 
upon  the  road;  and  the  knowledge  of  the  grammati- 
cal part,  which  you  can  caaily  acquire  in  two  or  three 
months,  will  not  only  facilitJito  your  progress,  but 
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accelerate  your  perfeotiou  iu  that  language,  when  you 
go  to  those  places  where  it  is  generally  Bpoken,  as 
Naples,  Rome,  Florence,  &c. 

Should  the  state  of  your  health  not  yet  admit  of 
your  ti8ual  application  to  books,  you  may  iu  a  great 
degree,  and  I  hope  you  will,  repair  that  loss  by  useful 
and  instructive  conversations  with  Mr.  Harte:  you 
may,  for  example,  desire  him  to  give  you  in  conver- 
sation the  outlineR,  at  least,  of  Mr.  Locke's  Logic ;  a 
general  notion  of  Kthics,  and  a  verbal  epitome  of 
Rhetoric;  of  all  which,  Mr.  Harte  will  give  you 
clearer  ideas  in  half  an  hour  by  word  of  mouth,  than 
the  books  of  most  of  the  dull  fellows  who  have  written 
upou  those  subjects  would  do  in  a  week. 

I  liave  waited  so  long  for  the  post,  which  T  hoped 
would  come,  that  the  post,  which  is  just  gone  out, 
obliges  me  to  cut  this  letter  short.  God  bless  you, 
my  dear  child,  and  restore  you  soon  to  perfect  health  I 

My  compliments  to  Mr.  Harte,  to  whose  care  your 
life  is  the  least  thing  that  you  owe. 


LondoD,  June  22,  O.  S.  1749. 
Dear  Bot, 

The  outside  of  your  letter  of  the  7th,  N.  S.,  directed 

by  your  own  hand,  gave  me  more  pleasure  than  the 

inside  of  any  other  letter  ever  did.     I  received  it 

yesterday,  at  the  same  time  with  one  from  Mr.  Harte, 

of  the  6th.     They  arrived  at  a  very  proper  time,  for 

they  found  a  consultation  of  physicians  in  my  room, 

upon  account  of  a  fever  which  I  had  for  four  or  five 

days,  but  which  has  now  entirely  leffc  me.     As  Mr. 

Harte  says,  that  your  lungs^  now  and  then,  ffive  you  a 
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HHle  pain  ;  and  that  your  swellings  come  and  go  vftri^ 
ably  ;  but,  as  he  mentions  nothing  of  your  coughing, 
spitting,  or  sweating,  the  doctors  take  it  for  granted 
that  you  are  entirely  free  from  those  three  bad  symp- 
toms; and  from  thence  conchide,  th»t  the  pain  which 
you  sometimes  feel  upon  your  lungs,  is  only  syiupto- 
matical  of  your  rheumatic  disorder,  from  the  pressure 
of  the  muscles,  which  hinders  the  free  play  of  the 
lungs.  But,  however,  as  the  luugs  are  a  point  of  the 
utmost  importance  and  delicacy,  they  insist  upon  your 
drinking,  in  all  events,  asses*  milk  twice  a  day,  and 
goats*  whey  as  oflcn  as  you  please,  tlie  oftencr  the 
better:  in  your  common  diet  they  recommend  an  at- 
tention to  jjectorala,  sucli  as  sago,  barley,  turnips,  &c. 
Tliese  rules  are  equally  good  in  rheumatic,  as  in  con- 
sumptive cases;  you  will  therefore,  I  hope,  strictly 
observe  them ;  for  I  take  it  for  grantetl  you  are  above 
the  silly  likings  or  dislikiugs,  in  which  silly  people 
indulge  tlieir  tastes  at  the  expense  of  their  healths. 

I  approve  of  your  going  to  Venice,  as  much  as  1 
disiipprove  of  your  going  to  Switzerland.  I  suppose 
that  you  are  by  this  time  arrived,  and,  in  that  suppo- 
sition, I  direct  this  letter  there.  But  if  you  should 
find  the  heat  too  gretit,  or  the  weather  offensive  at  this 
time  of  tiie  year,  I  would  have  you  go  immediately  to 
Verona,  and  stay  there  till  the  great  heats  are  over, 
before  you  return  to  Vonioe. 

The  time  you  will  probably  pass  at  Venice  will 
allow  you  to  make  yourself  master  of  that  intricate 
and  singular  form  of  government,  which  few  of  our 
travellers  know  anything  of.  Read,  ask,  and  see 
everything  that  is  relative  to  it.  There  are  likewise 
many  valuable  remains  of  the  remotest  antiquity,  and 
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many  fine 'pieceB  of  the  aniico  modemo;  all  which 
deserve  a  different  sort  of  atrention  from  that  which 
your  countrymen  commotily  give  them.  They  go  to 
see  them  as  they  go  to  see  the  lions,  and  Kings  on 
horseback,  at  the  Tower  here;  only  to  say  that  they 
have  seen  them.  You  will,  I  am  sure,  view  them  in 
another  light ;  you  will  consider  them  as  you  would  a 
poem,  to  which  indeed  they  are  akin.  You  will  ob- 
serve whether  the  sculptor  has  animated  his  stone,  or 
the  painter  his  canvas,  into  the  just  expression  of  those 
sentiments  and  passions  whicli  sliould  characterise  and 
mark  their  several  figures.  You  will  examine  likewise 
whether,  in  their  groupes,  there  be  an  unity  of  action 
or  proper  relation ;  a  truth  of  dress  and  manners. 
Sculpture  and  painting  are  very  justly  called  liberal 
arts;  a  lively  and  strong  imagination,  together  with  a 
"just  observation,  being  absolutely  necessary  to  excel  in 
either:  which,  in  my  opinion,  is  by  no  means  the  caae 
of  music,  though  called  a  liberal  art,  and  now  in  Italy 
placed  even  above  the  other  two :  a  proof  of  tiie  decline 
of  that  country.  Tiie  Venetian  school  produced  many 
great  painters,  such  as  Paul  Veronese,  Titian,  Palma, 
&c,  by  whom  you  will  sec,  aa  well  in  private  houses 
as  in  churches,  very  fine  pieces.  The  Last  Supi>er,  by 
Paul  Veronese,  in  tlie  churdi  of  St.  George,  is  reckoned 
his  capital  performance,  and  deserves  your  attention ; 
us  also  does  the  famous  picture  of  the  Curnaro  family 
by  Titian.  A  taste  of  sculpture  and  painting  is  in  my 
mind  as  becoming  as  a  taste  of  fiddling  and  piping  is 
unbecoming  a  man  of  fashion.  The  former  is  con- 
nected with  history  and  |>oetry,  the  latter  with  notliing 
that  I  know  of  but  bad  company. 
Learn  Italian  as  fast  as  ever  you  can,  that  you  may 
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be  able  to  understand  it  tolerably,  and  Bpeak  it  a 
little,  before  you  go  to  Rome  and  Naples.  There  are 
many  good  historians  in  that  language,  and  excellent 
translations  of  the  ancient  Greek  and  Latin  authors, 
which  are  called  the  Collana :  but  the  only  two  Italian 
poets  that  deserve  your  acquidntonce  are  Ariosto  and 
Taseo,  aud  they  undoubtedly  have  great  merit. 

Make  my  compliments  to  Mr.  Harte,  aud  tell  him 
that  I  have  consulted  about  his  leg;  and  that,  if  it 
wa8  only  a  sprain,  lie  ouglit  to  keep  a  tight  bandage 
about  the  part  fur  a  considerable  time,  and  do  nothing 
else  to  it     Adieu !     Jubco  te  bene  valere. 


Loadou,  July  S,  O.  S.  1749. 
Deab  Boy, 

As  I  am  now  no  longer  in  pain  about  your  health, 
which  I  trust  is  perfectly  restored,  and  as,  by  the 
various  accounts  I  have  had  of  you,  I  ncMjd  not  be  in 
pain  about  your  learning,  our  correspondence  may  for 
the  future  turn  upon  less  important  points,  compara- 
tively, though  still  very  important  ones;  I  mean,  the 
knowledge  of  the  world,  decorum,  manners,  addreaa, 
and  all  those  (comnioidy  called  little)  accomplish- 
ments, which  are  absolutely  necessary  to  give  greater 
accomplishments  tlieir  full  value  and  lustre. 

Had  1  the  admirable  ring  of  Gyges,  which  ren- 
dered the  wearer  inviaible ;  and  had  I,  at  the  same 
time,  those  magic  powers  which  were  very  common 
formerly,  but  are  now  very  scarce,  of  transporting 
myself  by  a  wish  to  any  giveu  place;  my  first  expe- 
dition would  be  to  Venice,  tliere  to  recomwUre  you 
unseen  myself.     1  would  iirst  take  you  in  the  "morn- 
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ing  at  breakfast  with  Mr.  Harte,  and  attend  to  your 
natural  and  unguarded  conversation  with  him ;  from 
whence  I  think  I  could  pretty  well  judge  of  your 
natural  tnrn  of  mind.  How  I  should  rejoice  if  I 
overheard  you  asking  liini  pertinent  questions  upon 
useful  subjecta,  or  making  judicious  reflections  upon 
the  studies  of  that  morning  or  the  occurrences  of  the 
former  day  I  Then  I  would  follow  you  into  the  differ- 
ent companies  of  the  day,  and  carefully  observe  in 
what  manner  you  presented  yourself  to,  and  behavc<l 
yourself  with,  men  of  sense  and  dignity :  whether 
your  address  was  respectful  and  yet  easy,  your  air 
modest  and  yet  unembarrassed :  and  I  would  at  the 
same  time  penetrate  into  their  thoughts,  in  order  to 
know  whether  your  first  abord  made  that  advantageous 
impressiou  ui>on  their  fancies,  which  a  certain  a<ldress, 
air,  and  manners  never  fail  doing*  I  would  after- 
wards follow  you  to  the  mixed  companies  of  the  even- 
ing, such  as  assemblies,  suppers,  <fec.,  and  there  watch 
if  you  trifled  gracefully  and  genteelly  :  if  yoiir  good- 
breeding  and  politeness  made  way  for  your  parts 
and  knowledge.  With  what  pleasure  should  1  hear 
people  cry  out,  Che  garhato  cavalierej  coni^  d  pulttOf 
dmnvolto,  spintoso  I  If  all  tliese  things  turned  out  to 
my  mind,  I  would  immediately  assume  my  own  shape, 
become  visible,  and  embrace  you :  but,  if  the  contrary 
happened,  I  would  preserve  ray  invisibility,  make  the 
best  of  my  way  home  again,  and  sink  ray  disapjwint- 
ment  upon  you  and  the  world.  As  unfortunately 
these  supernatural  powers  of  genii,  fairies,  syliths  and 
gnomes,  have  had  the  fate  of  the  oracles  they  suc- 
ceeded, and  have  ceased  for  some  time,  I  must  content 
myself  (till  we  meet  naturally  and  in  the  common  way) 
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witli  Mr.  Harte's  written  Accounts  of  yon,  ami  the 
verbal  ones  which  1  now  and  then  receive  from  people 
who  Iiave  seen  you.  However,  I  believe  it  would  do 
yon  no  harm  if  yon  would  ulways  imagine  that  I 
were  present,  and  saw  and  heard  everything  you  did 
and  said. 

There  is  a  certain  concurrence  of  various  little  cir- 
cumstanoea,  which  compose  what  the  French  call 
Vaimable,  and  which,  now  you  are  entering  into  the 
world,  you  ought  to  make  it  your  particular  study  to 
acquire.  Without  them,  your  learning  will  be  pedan- 
try ;  your  conversation  often  improper — always  un- 
pleasant; and  your  Bgure^  however  good  in  itself, 
awkward  and  unengaging.  A  diamond,  while  rough, 
ha$  indeed  its  intrinsic  value;  but,  till  polished,  is  of 
no  use,  and  would  neither  be  sought  for  nor  worn. 
Itfi  great  lustre,  it  is  true,  proceeds  from  its  solidity 
and  strong  cohesion  of  parts ;  but,  without  Uie  last 
polish,  it  would  remain  for  ever  a  dirty  rough  mineral, 
in  the  cabinets  of  some  few  curious  collectors.  You 
have,  I  hope,  that  solidity  and  cohesion  of  parts ;  take 
now  as  much  pains  to  get  the  lustre.  Good  company, 
if  you  make  the  right  use  of  it,  will  cut  you  into  shape, 
and  give  you  the  true  brilliant  iwlish.  A  propott  of 
diamonds:  I  have  sent  you,  by  Sir  James  Gray,  the 
King*s  minister,  who  will  l>e  at  Venice  about  the  mid- 
dle of  September,  my  own  diamond  buckles,  which 
are  fitter  for  your  young  feet  than  for  ray  old  ones: 
they  will  probably  adoru  you — tbey  would  only  ex- 
pose roe.  If  Sir  James  finds  anybody  whom  he  can 
trust,  and  who  will  be  at  Venice  before  him,  he  will 
send  them  by  that  person  ;  but  if  he  should  not,  and 
that  you  should  be  gone  from  Venice  before  he  gets 
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there,  he  will  in  that  case  give  them  to  your  banker, 
Monsieur  Cornet,  to  forward  to  you,  wherever  you 
niuy  then  be.  You  are  now  of  an  age  at  which  the 
adorning  your  person  is  not  only  not  ridiculous,  but 
proi>er  and  becoming.  Negligence  would  imply,  either 
en  indifference  about  pleuaing,  or  else  an  insolent  se- 
curity of  pleasing,  without  using  those  means  to  which 
others  are  obliged  to  have  recourse.  A  thorough  clean- 
liness in  your  person  is  as  necessary  for  your  own 
health,  as  it  is  not  to  be  offensive  to  other  people. 
Washing  yourself,  and  nibbing  your  body  and  liml)s 
frequently  with  a  flesh-brush,  will  conduce  as  much 
to  health  as  to  eleunliness.  A  particular  attention  to 
the  cleanliness  of  your  mouth,  teeth,  hands,  and  nails, 
is  but  common  decency,  in  order  not  to  offend  |>eople'8 
eyes  aud  noses. 

I  send  you  here  enclosed  a  letter  of  recommenda- 
tion to  the  Duke  of  Niveruois,  the  Frencli  Ambas- 
satlor  at  Rome,*  who  is,  in  my  opinion,  one  of  the 
prettiest  men  1  ever  knew  in  my  life.  1  do  not  know 
a  better  model  for  you  to  form  yourself  upon;  pray 
observe  and  frequent  him  as  much  as  you  can.  He 
will  show  you  what  manners  and  graces  are.  I  shall, 
by  successive  jxwts,  send  you  more  letters,  both  for 
Rome  aud  Naples,  where  it  will  be  your  own  fault 
entirely  if  you  do  not  keep  the  very  best  comi>any. 

As  you  will  meet  swarms  of  Germans  wherever  you 
go,  I  desire  that  you  will  constantly  converse  with 
them  in  their  own  language ;  which  will  improve  you 

*  liOuiB  Juica  Mancini,  Dae  do  NiTernois,  wLo  thirteea  yenn 
aflvrwtLrUs  iKc&mc  Ambiianador  to  Eoglaad.  iJesides  the  "m&unen 
and  grjiccfl"  for  which  Lord  Chesterfield  extols  him,  he  wn»  reniurka- 
ble  fur  combining,  like  Lord  ChcsLortleld  himflrlf.  tliough  in  a  much 
leia  etnioent  degree,  ItUirary  Uutte  wiUi  polilicul  dialiactiun. 
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in  that  laiiguage,  and  bo,  at  the  same  time,  an  agreeable 
piece  of  civility  to  them. 

Your  stay  in  Italy  will,  I  do  not  doubt,  make  yon 
critically  master  of  Italian.  I  know  it  may,  if  you 
please;  for  it  is  a  very  regular,  and  consequently  a 
very  easy,  language.     Adieu  I     God  blesa  you  I 


London,  July  20,  O.  S.  1749. 

Dear  Boy, 

I  WROTE  to  Mr.  Harte  last  Monday,  the  17th,  O.  S., 
in  answer  to  his  letter  of  the  20th  June,  N.  8.,  which 
I  had  received  but  the  day  before,  after  an  interval  of 
eight  posts,  (hiring  which  I  did  not  know  whether  you 
or  he  existed,  and  indeed  I  began  to  think  that  you  did 
not.  By  that  letter,  you  ought  at  this  time  to  be  at 
Venice,  where  I  hope  you  are  arrived  in  perfect  health, 
after  the  baths  of  Tieffer,  in  case  you  have  made  use  of 
them.  I  hope  they  are  not  hot  bailia,  if  your  lungs 
are  stiU  tender. 

Your  friend,  the  Comte  d'Einsiedlen,  is  arrived 
here;  he  has  been  at  my  door,  and  I  have  been  at 
his,  but  we  have  not  yet  met:  lie  will  dine  with  me 
some  day  this  week.  Comte  Lascaris  inquires  after 
you  very  frequently,  and  with  great  affection.  Pray 
answer  the  letter  which  I  forwarded  to  you  a  great 
while  ago  from  him.  You  may  enclose  your  answer 
to  me,  and  1  will  take  care  to  give  it  him,  Thoee 
attentions  ought  never  to  be  omitted  :  they  cost  lilLle, 
and  please  a  great  deal;  but  the  neglect  of  them 
offends  more  than  you  can  yet  imagine.  Great  merit, 
or  great  failings,  will  make  you  reai)ected  or  despised; 
but  triiles,  little  atLentiona,  mere  nothings,  either  done 
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or  neglected,  will  make  you  either  liked  or  disliked,  \n 
the  general  run  of  tlie  world.  Examine  youi-self,  why 
you  like  such  and  such  people,  and  dislike  such  and 
such  others,  and  you  will  find  that  those  different 
sentiments  proceed  from  very  pliglit  causes.  Moral 
virtues  are  the  foundation  of  society  in  general,  and  of 
friendship  in  particular;  but  attentions,  manners,  and 
graces  botli  adorn  and  strengthen  them.  My  heart  is 
80  set  upon  your  pleasing,  and  consequently  succeed- 
ing, in  the  world,  that  possibly  1  have  already'  (and 
probably  shall  again)  repeat  the  same  things  over  and 
over  to  you.  However,  to  err,  if  I  do  err,  on  the  surer 
side,  I  shall  continue  to  communicate  to  you  those 
observations  upon  the  world  which  long  experience 
has  enabled  me  to  make,  and  which  I  have  generally 
tbnnd  to  hold  true.  Your  youth  and  talents,  armed 
with  my  experience,  may  go  a  great  way ;  and  that 
armour  is  very  niucli  at  your  service,  if*  you  please  to 
wear  it.  I  premise  that  it  is  not  my  imagination,  but 
my  memory,  that  gives  you  these  rules,  I  am  not 
writing  pretty,  but  useful  reflections, 

A  man  of  sense  soon  discovers,  because  he  carefully 
observes,  where,  and  how  long,  he  is  welcome,  and 
takes  care  to  leave  the  company,  at  least,  as  soon  as 
be  is  wished  out  of  it.  Foola  never  perceive  where 
they  are  either  ill-timed  or  ill-placed. 

I  am  this  moment  agreeably  stopped  in  the  course 
of  my  reflections,  by  the  anival  of  Mr.  Harte^s  letter 
of  the  13th  July,  N.S.,  to  Mr.  Grevenkop,  with  one 
enclosed  for  your  Mamma.  I  find  by  it,  that  many 
of  his  and  your  lettera  to  me  must  have  miscarried; 
for  he  says  that  I  have  bad  regular  accounts  of  you. 
Whereas  all  those  accouuts  have  been  only  his  letter 
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of  tlie  6th  and  youre  of  the  7ih  June,  N.S. ;  liis  of 
the  20th  June,  N.8.,  to  lue;  and  now  hia  of  the  13th 
July,  N.S.,  to  Mr.  Grevenkop.  However,  since  you 
are  so  well  as  Mr.  Harte  says  you  are,  ull  is  well.  I 
am  extremely  glad  you  have  no  complaint  ii[)on  your 
lungs,  but  I  desire  that  you  will  think  yon  have  for 
three  or  four  mouths  to  come.  Keep  in  a  course  of 
asses'  or  goats'  milk,  for  one  is  as  good  as  the  other, 
and  possibly  the  latter  is  tlie  best;  and  let  your  com- 
mon food  be  as  pectoral  as  you  cau  conveniently  make 
it.  Pray  tell  Mr.  Harte  that,  according  to  his  desire, 
I  have  wrote  a  letter  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Firmian.  I 
hope  you  write  to  him  too,  from  time  to  time.  The 
letters  of  recora  mediation  of  a  man  of  his  merit  and 
learning  will,  to  be  sure,  be  of  great  use  to  you  among 
the  learned  world  in  Italy ;  that  is,  provided  you  take 
care  to  keep  up  to  the  character  he  gives  you  in  them, 
otherwise  they  will  only  add  to  your  disgrace. 

Consider  that  you  have  lost  a  good  deal  of  time 
by  your  illness;  fetch  it  up  now  you  are  well.  At 
present  you  should  be  a  good  ecouomist  of  your  mo- 
ments, of  which  comjiauy  and  siglils  will  claim  a 
considerable  share ;  so  that  those  which  remain  for 
study  must  be  not  only  attentively,  but  greedily  em- 
ployed. But  indeed  I  do  not  suspect  you  of  one 
single  moment's  idlene^  in  the  whole  day.  Idleness 
is  only  the  refuge  of  weak  minds,  and  the  holyday 
of  foob.  I  do  not  call  good  com]>any  and  liberal 
pleasures,  idleness;  far  from  it — I  recommend  to  you 
a  good  share  of  both. 

I  send  you  here  enclosed  a  letter  for  Cardinal  Alex- 
andur  Albani,  which  you  will  give  him  as  soon  as  you 
CAU  get  to  Rome,  and  before  you  deliver  any  others ; 
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the  Purple  expects  that  preference:  go  next  to  tlic 
Due  de  Niveruois,  to  whom  you  are  recoramende*! 
by  several  people  at  Paris,  as  well  as  by  myself. 
Then  you  may  carry  your  other  letters  occasion- 
ally. 

Remember  to  pry  narrowly  into  every  part  of  the 
government  of  Venice;  inform  yourself  of  the  Hia- 
toiy  of  that  Republic,  especially  of  its  most  remark- 
able eras;  such  as  the  Ligue  de  Cambray,  in  1509, 
by  which  it  had  like  to  have  been  destroyed ;  and  the 
conspiracy  formed  by  the  Marquis  de  Bedmar,  the 
Spanish  Ambassador,  to  subject  it  to  the  Crown  of 
Spain.  The  famous  disputee  between  that  Republic 
and  the  Pope  are  worth  your  knowledge;  and  the 
writings  of  the  celebrated  and  learned  Fra  Paolo  di 
Sarpif  upon  that  occaaion,  worth  your  reading.  It 
was  once  the  greatest  commercial  power  in  Europe, 
and,  in  the  14th  and  15th  centuries,  made  a  consider- 
able figure ;  but  at  present  its  commerce  is  decayed, 
and  its  riches  consequently  decreased ;  and,  far  from 
meddling  now  with  the  affairs  of  the  continent,  it 
owes  its  security  to  its  neutrality  and  inefficacy:  and 
that  security  will  last  uo  longer  than  till  one  of  the 
great  jwwers  in  Eurojw  engrosses  the  rest  nf  Italy ; 
an  event  which  this  century  possibly  may.  but  which 
the  next  probably  will,  see. 

Your  friend  Comte  d'Einsiedlen,  and  his  Governor, 
have  been  with  me  this  moment,  and  delivered  me 
your  letter  from  Berlin,  of  February  the  28th,  N.8. 
I  like  tliem  both  so  well,  that  I  am  glad  you  did ;  and 
still  more  glad  to  hear  what  they  say  of  you.  Go 
on,  and  continue  to  deserve  the  praises  of  those  who 
ileserve  praises  themselves.     Adieu  \ 


Vol.  I. 
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I  break  open  this  letter  to  acknowledge  yours  of 
the  30th  June,  N.S.,  which  I  have  but  this  instant 
received,  though  thirteen  days  antecedent  in  date  to 
Mr.  Harte'g  last.  I  never  in  my  life  heard  of  bnlh- 
ing  four  Iiours  a  day ;  and  I  am  impatient  to  hear  of 
your  safe  arrival  at  Venice,  after  so  extraordinary  an 
operation. 


London,  July  80,  O.  8. 1749. 

Deab  Boy, 

Mb.  Habte*8  letters  and  yours  drop  in  upon  me 
most  irregularly ;  for  I  received  by  the  last  ]>ost,  one 
from  Mr.  Harte,  of  the  9th,  N.  S.,  and  that  which  Mr. 
Grcvcnkop  had  received  from  him  the  post  before, 
was  of  the  13th ;  at  last,  I  suppose,  I  shall  receive 
them  all. 

I  nm  very  glad  that  my  letter,  with  Dr.  Shaw*a 
opinion,  has  lessened  your  bathing ;  for,  since  I  waa 
born,  I  never  heard  of  bathing  four  hours  a  day/ 
which  would  surclv  be  too  much,  even  in  Medea's 
kettle,  if  you  wanted  (as  you  do  not  yet)  new  boiling. 

Tliough,  in  that  letter  of  mine,  I  propoeetl  your 
going  to  Inspruck,  it  waa  only  in  opposition  to  Lau- 
sanne, which  I  thought  much  too  long  and  painful  a 
journey  for  you ;  but  you  will  have  fouud,  by  my 
subsequent  letters,  that  I  entirely  approve  of  Venice, 
where  I  hope  you  have  now  been  some  time,  and  which 
is  a  much  better  place  for  you  to  reside  at,  till  you  go' 
to  Naples,  than  eitlier  Tieffer  or  Laybach.  I  love 
capitals  extremely :  it  is  in  capitals  that  tlic  best  com- 
pany is  always  to  be  found ;  und^  consequently,  the 
best  manners  to  be  learned.     The  very  best  provincial 
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places  have  some  awkwardnesses,  tliat  dietingulsh  their 
manners  from  those  of  the  metropolia.  A  propoa  of 
capitals;  I  send  you  here  two  letters  of  recommenda- 
tion to  Kaples,  from  Monsieur  Fiuochetti,  the  Neapol- 
itan minister  at  the  Hague:  and  in  my  next  I  shall 
send  you  two  more,  from  the  same  person  to  the  same 
place. 

I  have  examined  Count  Einsiedlen  so  narrowly 
concerning  you,  that  I  have  extorted  from  him  a  con- 
fession, that  you  do  not  care  to  speiik  German,  unless 
to  such  as  understand  no  other  language.  At  this 
rate,  you  will  never  speak  it  well,  which  I  am  very 
desirous  that  you  should  do,  and  of  which  you  would, 
in  time,  find  the  advantage.  Whoever  has  not  the 
command  of  a  language,  and  does  not  speak  it  with 
facility,  will  always  appear  below  himself,  when  he 
oonverees  in  that  language:  the  want  of  words  and 
phrases  will  cramp  and  lame  his  thoughts  As  you 
now  know  German  enough  to  express  yourself  toler- 
ably, speaking  it  very  orten  will  soon  make  you  speak 
it  very  well ;  and  then  you  will  ap[)ear  in  it  whatever 
you  are.  "What  with  your  own  Saxon  servant,  and 
the  swarms  of  Germans  you  will  meet  with  wherever 
you  go,  you  may  have  opportunities  of  conversing  in 
that  language  half  the  day;  and  I  do  very  seriously 
desire  that  you  will,  or  else  all  the  pains  you  have 
already  taken  alK>ut  it  are  lost.  You  will  remember, 
likewise,  that,  till  you  can  write  in  Italian,  you  are 
always  to  write  to  me  in  German. 

Mr.  Harte's  conjecture  concerning  your  distemper 
seems  to  be  a  very  reasonable  one;  it  agrees  entirely 
with  mine,  which  is  the  universal  rule  by  which  every 
man  Judges  of  another  mau'a  opinion.    But,  what- 
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ever  may  have  been  the  cause  of  your  rlieuniado  dfft- 
order,  tlie  effects  are  still  to  be  attended  to ;  and  as 
there  must  be  a  remaining  acrimony  in  your  blood, 
you  ought  to  have  regard  to  that,  in  your  common 
diet,  as  well  as  in  your  medicines ;  both  whicb  should 
be  of  a  sweetening  alkaline  nature,  and  promotive  of 
perspiration.  Rheumatic  complaints  are  very  apt  to 
return,  and  thoee  returns  would  be  vcrv  vexatious  and 
detrimental  to  you,  at  your  age,  and  in  your  course  of 
travels.  Your  time  is,  now  particularly,  inestimable; 
and  every  hour  of  it,  at  present,  worth  more  than  a 
year  will  be  to  you  twenty  years  hence.  You  are 
now  laying  the  foundation  of  your  future  character 
and  fortune;  and  one  single  stone  wanting  in  that 
foundation,  is  of  more  cotisequence  than  fitly  in  the 
superstructure,  which  cau  always  be  mended  and 
embellished  if  the  foundation  is  solid.  To  carry  on 
the  metaphor  of  building:  I  would  wish  you  to  be  a 
Corinthian  edifice,  u{k>u  a  Tuscan  foundation ;  the  latter 
having  the  utmost  strength  and  solidity  to  support, 
and  the  former  all  possible  ornaments  to  decorate. 
The  Tuscan  column  is  coarse,  clumsy,  uud  unpleasant; 
nobody  looks  at  it  twice:  the  Corinthian  llutetl  col- 
umn is  beautiful  and  attractive;  but,  without  a  solid 
foundation,  can  hardly  be  seen  twice,  because  it  must 
soon  tumble  down.  Yours  affectionately. 


London,  August  7,  O.  R  1749. 

Dear  Boy, 

By  Ur.  Harte*s  letter  to  me  of  the  18th  July, 
N.  8,  which  I  received  by  the  last  poet,  I  am  at 
length  informed  of  tlie  [tarticulars  both  of  your  past 
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distemper,  and  of  your  future  motions.  As  to  the  for- 
mer, I  am  now  convinced,  and  ho  ia  Doctor  Shaw,  that 
your  lungs  were  only  symptom  a  tically  affected,  and 
that  the  rheumatic  tendency  ia  what  you  are  chiefly 
now  to  guard  against,  but  (for  greater*  security)  with 
due  attention  still  to  your  lungs,  as  if  they  had  been, 
and  still  were,  a  little  affected.  In  either  case,  a 
cooling,  pectoral  regimen  is  equally  good.  By  cool- 
ig,  I  mean  cooling  in  ils  consequences,  not  cold  to 
the  palate:  for  nothing  is  more  dangerous  than  very 
cold  liquors,  at  l]»e  very  time  that  one  longs  for  them 
the  most,  which  is  when  one  is  very  hot.  Fruit, 
when  full  ripe,  is  very  wholesome;  but  then  it  must 
be  within  certain  bounds  as  to  quantity ;  for  I  have 
known  many  of  my  countrymen  die  of  bloody  fluxes, 
by  indulging  in  too  great  a  quantity  of  fruit,  iu  thoee 
countries  where,  from  the  goodness  and  ripeness  of  it, 
tliey  thought  it  could  do  them  no  harm.  Ne  quid 
nimi»f  is  a  most  excellent  rule  in  everything;  but 
commonly  the  least  observed,  by  people  of  your  age, 
in  anything. 

As  to  your  future  motions,  I  am  very  well  pleased 
with  them,  and  greatly  prefer  your  intended  stay  at 
Verona  to  Venice,  whose  almost  stagnating  waters 
must,  at  this  time  of  the  year,  corrupt  the  air. 
Verona  has  a  pure  and  clear  air,  and,  as  I  am  in- 
formed, a  great  deal  of  good  company.  Marquis 
Maflei  *  alone  would  lie  worth  going  there  for.  You 
may,  I  think,  very  well  leave  Verona  about  the 
middle  of  September,  when  the  great  heats  will  be 
quite  over,  and  then  make  the  best  of  your  way  to 

*Tl)c  Mnrqaii  Scipione  Maffei,  author  of  the  '' Veraoa  llla«trata," 
And  the  "  Miueam  Veroneose."    He  died  in  17M. 
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Naples,  where,  I  own,  I  want  to  have  you,  by  way  of 
precaution  (I  hope  it  is  rather  over-caution)  in  case 
of  the  least  remains  of  a  pulmonic  disorder.  The 
amphitheatre  at  Verona  is  worth  your  attention;  as 
are  also  many  buildings  there  and  at  Viccnza,  of  the 
famous  Andrea  Falladio,  whose  taste  aud  style  of 
building  were  truly  anlique.  It  would  not  be  amiss, 
if  you  employed  three  or  four  days  in  learning  the 
five  Orders  of  Architecture,  with  tlieir  general  pro- 
portions; and  you  may  know  all  that  you  need  know 
of  them  in  that  time.  Palladio'a  own  book  of  Archi- 
tecture 13  the  best  you  can  make  use  of  for  that  pur- 
pose, skipping  over  the  lowest  mechanical  parts  of  itf 
such  as  tlie  materials,  the  cement,  &c. 

Mr.  Harte  tells  me,  that  your  acquaintance  with 
the  claries  is  renewed ;  the  suspension  of  which  has 
been  so  short,  that  I  dare  say  it  has  produced  no 
coldness.  I  hope,  and  believe,  you  are  now  so  much 
master  of  them,  that  two  hours  every  day,  uninter- 
ruptetlly,  for  a  year  or  two  more,  will  make  you  per- 
fectly so ;  and  I  think  you  cannot  now  allot  them  a 
greater  share  than  that  of  your  time,  considering  the 
many  other  things  you  have  to  learn  and  to  do.  You 
must  know  how  to  speak  and  write  Italian  jicrfectly ; 
you  must  learn  some  logic,  some  geometry,  and  some 
astronomy,  not  to  mention  your  exercises  where  thoy 
are  to  be  learnt;  and,  above  all,  you  must  learn  the 
world,  which  ia  not  soon  Icarut,  and  only  to  be  learnt 
by  frequenting  good  and  various  companies. 

Consider  therefore  how  precious  every  moment  of 
time  is  to  you  now.  The  more  you  apply  to  your 
business,  the  more  you  will  taste  your  pleasures.  The 
exercise  of  the  mind  in  the  morning  whets  tlie  appe- 
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tite  for  the  pleasurwi  of  the  evening,  as  much  as  the 
exercise  of  the  body  whets  the  appetite  for  dinner. 
Business  and  pleasure,  rightly  understood,  mutually 
assist  each  other,  instead  of  being  enemies,  as  silly  or 
dull  j>eople  often  think  them.  No  man  tastes  pleas- 
ures truly  who  does  not  earn  them  by  previous  busi- 
ness; and  few  people  do  business  well,  who  do  nothing 
else.  Remember,  that,  when  I  speak  of  pleasures,  I 
always  mean  the  elegant  pleasures  of  a  rational  being, 
and  not  the  brutal  ones  of  a  swine.  I  mean  la  bonne 
ckere,  short  of  gluttony ;  wine,  infinitely  short  of 
drunkenness;  play,  without  the  least  gaming;  and 
gallantry,  without  debauchery.  There  is  a  line  in  all 
these  tilings,  which  men  of  sense,  for  greater  security, 
take  cai-e  to  keep  a  good  deal  on  the  right  side  of:  for 
aicknc6s,  pain,  contempt,  and  infamy,  lie  immediately 
on  the  other  side  of  it.  Men  of  sense  and  merit  in  all 
other  respects,  may  have  had  some  of  these  failings; 
but  tlien  those  few  examples,  instead  of  inviting  us  to 
imitation,  should  only  put  us  the  more  upon  our  guard 
against  such  weaknesses.  Whoever  thinks  them  fash- 
ionable will  not  be  so  himself.  I  have  ollten  known 
a  fashionable  man  have  some  one  vice;  but  I  never  in 
my  life  knew  u  vicious  man  a  fashionable  man.  Vice 
is  as  degrading  as  it  is  criminal.  God  bless  you,  my 
dear  child ! 


Undon,  Au^tut  tO,  O.  8.  1749. 
DCAB   BOT, 

Let  us  resume  our  reflections  upon  men,  their  char- 
acters, their  manners ;  in  a  word,  our  reflections  upon 
the  world.    They  may  help  you  to  form  yourself  and 
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to  know  others.  A  knowledge  very  useful  ot  all  ages, 
very  mre  at  yours:  it  seems  as  if  it  were  nobody's 
basinces  to  comniuaic»te  it  to  young  men.  Their  mas- 
ters teach  them,  singly,  the  languages  or  the  sciences  of 
their  several  departments ;  and  are  indeed  generally 
incapable  of  teaching  them  the  world :  their  parents 
are  often  so  too,  or  at  least  neglect  doing  it,  either 
from  avocations,  indifference,  or  iVom  an  opinion  that 
tlirowing  tliem  into  the  world  (as  they  call  it)  Is  the 
best  way  of  teaching  it  them.  This  last  notion  is  in  a 
great  aegree  true;  that  is,  the  world  can  doubtless 
never  be  well  known  by  theory  ;  practice  is  absolutely 
necessary :  but  surely,  it  is  of  great  use  to  a  young 
man,  before  he  sets  out  for  that  country,  full  of  mazes, 
windings,  and  turnings,  to  have  at  least  a  general  map 
of  it,  made  by  some  experienced  traveller. 

There  is  a  certain  dignity  of  manners  absolutely 
necessary,  to  make  even  the  most  valuable  character 
either  respected  or  respectable. 

Horse-play,  romping,  frequent  and  loud  fits  of 
laughter,  jokes,  waggery,  and  indiscriminate  famili- 
arity, will  sink  both  merit  and  knowledge  into  a 
degree  of  contempt.  They  compose  at  most  a  merry 
fellow ;  and  a  merry  fellow  was  never  yet  a  respect- 
able man.  Indiscriminate  familiarity  either  offends 
your  superiors,  or  else  dubs  you  their  de|>endaut,  and 
led  captain.  It  gives  your  inferiors  just,  but  trouble- 
some and  improper  claims  of  equality.  A  joker  is 
near  akin  to  a  buffoon ;  and  neither  of  them  is  the 
least  related  to  wit.  Whoever  ia  admitted  or  sought 
for  in  company,  upon  any  other  aocoant  than  that  of 
his  merit  and  manners,  is  never  respected  there,  but 
only  made  use  of.     We  will  have  such-a-onc,  for  he 
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Bings  prettily  ;  we  will  invite  8uch-a-one  to  a  ball,  for 
lie  tlaiices  well ;  we  will  have  such-a-one  at  supper, 
for  he  IB  always  joking  and  laughing ;  we  will  usk 
another,  because  he  plays  deep  at  all  games,  or  be- 
cause he  can  drink  a  great  deal.  These  are  all  vilify- 
ing distinctions,  mortifying  preferences,  and  exclude 
nil  ideas  of  esteem  and  regard.  Whoever  w  had  (as 
it  is  called)  in  company  for  the  sake  of  any  one  thing 
singly,  is  ftingly  tliat  thing,  and  will  never  be  consid- 
ered in  any  other  light ;  consequently  never  respected, 
let  his  merits  be  what  they  will. 

This  dignity  of  manners,  which  I  recommend  bo 
much  to  you,  is  not  only  as  different  from  pride,  as 
true  courage  ia  from  blustering,  or  true  wit  from 
joking;  hut  is  absolutely  inconsistent  with  it;  for 
nothing  vilifies  nnd  degrades  more  than  pride.  The 
pretensions  of  the  proud  man  are  oftener  Ire^tted  with 
^sneer  and  contempt,  thau  with  indignation ;  as  we 
offer  ridiculously  too  little  to  a  tradesman  who  asks 
ridiculously  too  much  for  his  goods,  but  we  do  not 
haggle  with  one  who  only  asks  a  just  and  reasonable 
price. 

Abject  flattery  and  indiscriminate  assentation  de- 
grade, as  much  as  indiscriminate  coutrndiotion  and 
noisy  debate  dii^gusU  But  a  modest  assertion  of  one's 
own  opinion,  and  a  complaisant  acquiescence  in  other 
people's,  preserve  dignity. 

Vulgar,  low  expressions,  awkward  motions  and  ad- 
dress, vilify ;  as  they  imply,  either  a  very  low  turn  of 
mind,  or  low  education  and  low  company. 

Frivolous  curiosity  about  trifles,  and  a  laborious 
Kftttentiou  to  little  objects,  which  neither  require  nor 
(deserve  a  moment's  thought,  lower  a  man ;  who  from 
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tlicncG  is  thought  (and  not  unjustly)  incnpable  of 
greater  matters.  Cardinal  de  Retz,  very  sagaciously, 
marked  out  Cardinal  Cliigi  *  for  a  little  mind,  from 
the  moment  that  he  told  him  he  had  wrote  three  years 
with  the  same  pen,  and  that  it  was  an  excellent  good 
one  8till. 

A  certain  degree  of  exterior  seriousness  in  looks  and 
motions,  gives  dignity,  without  excluding  wit  and  de- 
cent cheerfulness,  which  are  always  serious  themselves. 
A  constant  smirk  upon  the  face,  and  a  whifUing  activ- 
ity of  the  hoiiy,  are  strong  indications  of  tiitility. 
Whoever  is  in  a  hurry,  shows  that  the  thing  he  is 
ahout  is  too  big  for  him.  Haste  and  hurry  are  very 
different  things. 

I  have  only  mentioned  some  of  those  things  which 
may  and  do,  in  the  opinion  of  the  world,  lower  and 
sink  characters  in  otlier  respects  valuable  enough  ;  but 
I  have  tjikcn  no  notice  of  tliofie  tliat  affect  and  sink 
the  moral  characters:  they  are  sufficiently  obvioua. 
A  man  who  has  i>atiently  been  kicked  may  as  well 
pretend  to  courage  as  a  man  blasted  by  vices  and 
crimes  may  to  dignity  of  any  kind.  But  an  exterior 
decency  and  dignity  of  manners  will  even  keep  such 
a  man  longer  from  sinking  than  otherwise  he  would 
be :  of  such  consequence  is  the  to  Kptirw,  even  though 
affected  and  pub  on !  Pray  read  frequently  and  with 
the  utmoHt  attention ;  nay,  get  by  heart,  if  you  can, 
that  incomparable  chapter  in  Cicero^s  OflBces  u|x>n  the 
TO  itptxuy  or  the  Decorum.  It  contains  whatever  is 
necessary  for  the  dignity  of  manners. 

In  my  next  I  will  send  you  a  general  map  of 
Courts;  a  region  yet  unexplored  by  you,  but  which 

*  Elecled  Pop«  in  April  1655,  under  the  name  of  Alexacder  VI(- 
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you  are  one  day  to  inhabit.  The  ways  are  gener- 
ally crooked  und  full  of  turnings,  sometimes  strewed 
with  flowers,  sometimes  choked  up  with  briers;  rotten 
ground  and  deep  pits  frequently  He  concealed  under 
u  smooth  and  pleasing  surface:  all  the  paibs  are 
slippery,  and  every  slip  is  dangerous.  Sense  and 
discretion  must  accompany  you  at  your  first  setting 
out ;  but  notwithstanding  those,  till  experience  is  your 
guide,  you  will  every  now  and  then  step  out  of  your 
way  or  stumble. 

Lady  Chesterfield  has  just  now  received  your  GJer- 
man  letter,  for  which  she  thanks  you :  she  says  the 
language  is  very  correct,  and  I  can  plainly  see  the 
character  is  well  fonncd,  not  to  say  better  than  your 
English  character.  Continue  to  write  German  fre- 
quently, that  it  may  become  quite  familiar  to  you. 

Adieu ! 


I/)ndoii,  August  SI,  O.S.  1749. 

Dear  Bot, 

By  the  last  letter  that  I  received  from  Mr.  Harte, 
of  the  31st  July,  N.S.,  T  suppose  you  are  now  either 
at  Venice  or  Verona,  and  perfectly  recovered  of  your 
late  illness,  which  I  am  daily  more  and  more  con- 
vinced had  no  consumptive  tendency:  however,  for 
some  time  Rt\\],faite3  comme  s'il  y  en  avoit,  be  regular, 
and  live  pectorally. 

You  will  soon  be  at  Courts,  where  though  you  will 
not  be  concerned,  yet  reflection  and  observation  upon 
what  you  see  and  hear  there  may  be  of  use  to  you 
when  hereafter  you  may  come  to  be  concerned  in 
Courts  yourself.     Nothing  in  Courts  is  exactly  as  it 
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appears  to  be;  often  very  different,  sometimes  directly 
contrary.  Interest,  which  is  the  real  spring  of  every- 
thing tliere,  equally  creates  and  dissolves  friendships, 
produces  and  reconciles  enmities;  or  rather,  allowB  of 
neither  real  friendships  nor  enmities ;  for,  as  Drydeu 
very  justly  observes,  Poliiicians  nmther  love  nor  hate. 
This  is  so  true,  that  yon  may  think  you  connect  your- 
self with  two  friends  to-day,  and  be  obliged  to-morrow 
to  make  your  option  between  them  as  enemies:  ob- 
serve, therefore,  such  a  degree  of  reserve  with  yonr 
friends  as  not  to  put  yourself  in  their  power  if  they 
should  become  your  enemies;  and  such  a  degree  of 
moderation  with  your  enemies  as  not  to  make  it 
impossible  for  them  to  become  your  friends. 

Courts  are  unquestionably  the  seats  of  politenew 
and  good-breeding;  were  they  not  so,  they  would  be 
the  »eat8  of  slaughter  and  desolation.  Those  who  now 
smile  upon  and  embrace,  would  affront  and  stab  each 
other  if  manners  did  not  interpose:  but  ambition  and 
avarice,  the  two  prevailing  passions  at  Courts,  found 
dissimulation  more  effectual  than  violence;  and  dis* 
simulation  introduced  that  habit  of  politeness  which 
distinguishes  the  courtier  from  the  country  gentleman. 
In  the  former  case  the  strongest  body  would  prevail, 
in  the  latter  the  strongest  mind. 

A  man  of  parts  and  efficiency  need  not  flatter  every- 
body at  Court,  but  he  must  take  great  care  to  offend 
nobody  personally;  it  being  in  the  power  of  very 
many  to  hurt  him,  who  cannot  serve  him.  Homer 
supposes  a  chain  let  down  from  Jupiter  to  the  earth 
to  connect  him  with  mortals.  There  is  at  all  Courts 
a  chain  which  connect>4  ihe  Prince  or  the  Minister 
with  tiie  page  of  the  back-stairs  or  the  chambermaid. 
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The  King's  wife  or  mistress  has  an  influence  over 
him  ;  a  lover  has  an  influence  over  her;  the  chamber- 
maid or  the  valet-de-chambre  haa  an  influence  over 
both;  and  so  ad  infinUum.  You  must,  therefore,  not 
break  a  link  of  that  chain  by  which  you  hope  to  climb 
up  to  tJie  Prince. 

You  must  renounce  Courts  if  you  will  not  connive 
at  knaves  and  tolerate  fools;  their  number  makes 
them  considerable.  You  should  as  little  quarrel  as 
connect  yourself  with  either. 

Whutever  you  say  or  do  at  Court,  you  may  depend 
upon  it,  will  be  known;  the  business  of  most  of  those 
who  crowd  levees  and  antichambers  being  to  repeat 
all  that  they  see  or  hear,  and  a  great  deal  tliat  tlicy 
neither  see  nor  hear,  according  :w  they  are  inclined 
to  the  persons  concerned,  or  according  to  the  wishes 
of  those  to  whom  they  hope  to  make  their  court. 
Great  caution  is  therefore  necessary ;  aud  if  to  great 
caution  you  can  join  seeming  frankness  and  openness, 
you  will  unite  wliat  Machiavel  reckons  very  difficult, 
but  very  necessary  to  be  united,  voUo  sciolto  e  pensieri 
tirelii 

Women  are  very  apt  to  be  mingled  in  Court  in- 
trigues; but  they  deserve  attention  better  than 
confidence:  to  hold  by  them  is  a  very  precarious 
tenure. 

I  am  agreeably  interrupted  in  these  reflections  by  a 
letter  which  I  have  this  momeuL  received  from  Baron 
Firmian.  It  contains  your  panegyric,  and  with  the 
strongest  protestations  imaginable,  that  he  docs  you 
only  justice.  I  received  this  favourable  account  of 
you  with  pleasure,  and  I  communicate  it  to  you  with 
as  much.     While  you  deserve  praise,  it  is  reasonable 
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you  should  know  that  you  meet  with  it;  and  I  make 
no  doubt  but  it  will  encourage  you  in  persevering  to 
deserve  it.  This  is  one  paragraph  of  the  Baron's 
letter:  "Ses  mwurB  dant  un  age  »i  iendre^  regUe* 
selon  louf-es  les  loiz  d*une  morale  exacU  ei  sendee,  eon 
application  (that  is  what  I  like)  H  lout  ce  qui  s'appeUe 
etude  aerieuse^  et  Belles  Lettres,  etoignee  de  FoTtihre 
mime  d'unfaste  pedanlesque,  le  rendeni  ires  digne  de 
vos  tendres  soiiis;  et  fat  Vhomieur  de  vous  assurer 
que  chacun  ae  louera  beaucoup  de  son  commerce  aise^  et 
de  son  amiliS:  fen  ai  proJUS  avec  plaimr  id  et  d 
Vtenne,  et  je  7ne  crois  trH  keureux  de  la  permissiont 
quHl  m'a  accordee  de  la  eontinuer  par  la  vo'ie  de 
lettres."  Reputation,  like  health,  is  preserved  and 
increased  by  the  same  means  by  which  it  is  acquired. 
Continue  to  desire  and  deserve  praise^  and  you  will 
certainly  find  it:  knowledge  adorned  by  manners  will 
infallibly  procure  it.  Consider  that  you  have  but  a 
little  way  farther  to  get  to  your  journey's  end  :  there- 
fore, for  God's  sake,  do  not  slacken  your  pace :  one 
year  and  a  half  more  of  sound  applicatioUf  Mr.  Harte 
assures  me,  will  finish  his  work ;  and,  when  his  work 
is  finished  well,  your  own  will  be  very  easily  done 
afterwards,  Les  Mani^res  et  Ics  Graces  are  no  im- 
material {>arts  of  that  work;  and  I  beg  that  you  will 
give  as  much  of  your  attention  to  them  as  to  yonr 
books.  Kverything  depends  upon  them  :  sema  di  not 
ognifatica  ^  vana.  The  various  companies  yon  now 
go  into  will  procure  them  you,  if  you  will  carefully 
observe,  and  form  yourself  upon,  those  who  have 
them. 

Adieu !     God  bless  you  !  and  may  you  ever  deserve 
that  affeclion  with  which  1  am  now  Yours  1 
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London,  Beptcmber  5,  O.S.  1749. 

I  HAVE  received  yours  from  Laybach,  of  the  17th 
of  August,  N.S.,  with  the  enclosed  for  Comte  Lascaria, 
which  1  have  given  him,  and  with  which  he  ia  ex- 
tremely pleased,  as  I  am  with  your  account  of  Car- 
niola.  I  am  very  glad  that  you  attend  to,  and  inform 
yourself  of,  the  political  objects  of  the  countries  you 
go  through.  Trade  and  manufactures  are  very  con- 
sidcrablc,  not  to  say  the  most  important  ones;  for, 
though  armies  and  navies  are  the  shining  marks  of 
the  strength  of  countries,  they  would  be  very  ill  paid, 
and  consequently  fight  very  ill,  if  manufactures  and 
commerce  did  not  support  them.  You  have  certJiinly 
observed  in  Germany  the  inefficiency  of  great  Powers, 
with  great  tracts  of  country  and  swarms  of  men, 
which  are  absolutely  useless,  if  not  paid  by  other 
Powers,  who  have  the  resources  of  raanufacturfts  and 
commerce.  This  we  have  lately  ex])eriencetl  to  be 
the  case  of  the  two  Empresses  of  Germany  and 
Russia.  England,  France,  and  Spain  must  pay  their 
respective  allies,  or  they  may  as  well  be  without 
thera. 

I  have  not  the  least  objection  to  your  taking  into 
the  bargain  the  observation  of  natural  curiosities: 
they  are  very  welcome,  provided  they  do  not  take  up 
the  room  of  better  things.  But  the  forma  of  govern- 
ment, the  maxims  of  policy,  the  strength  or  weakness, 
the  trade  and  commerce,  of  the  several  countries  you 
see  or  hear  of,  arc  the  important  objects  which  I 
recommend  to  your  most  minute  inquiries  and  most 
serious  attention.  I  thought  tlint  tlie  republic  of 
Yemco  had  by  this  time  laid  aside  that  silly  and 
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frivolous  piece  of  policy,  of  endeavouring  to  conceal 
their  form  of  government,  which  anybody  may  know, 
pretty  nearly,  by  taking  the  pains  to  read  four  or  Ave 
books,  which  explain  ai!  the  great  parts  of  it;  and  aa 
for  some  of  the  little  wheels  of  that  inacliine,  the 
knowledge  of  them  would  be  aa  little  useful  to  others 
88  dangerous  to  tliemselves.  Their  best  policy  (1  can 
tell  them)  is  to  keep  quiet,  and  to  offeud  no  one  great 
Power,  by  joining  with  another.  Their  escape  after 
the  Ligue  of  Oavibray  should  prove  an  useful  lesson 
to  them, 

I  am  glad  you  frequent  the  assemblies  at  Venice. 
Have  you  seen  Monsieur  and  Madume  Cupello?  and 
how  did  tliey  receive  you?  Let  me  know  who  are 
the  ladies  whose  houses  you  frequent  the  most.  Have 
you  seen  the  Comtesse  d'Orselska,  Princess  of  Hol- 
atein  ?  Is  Comte  Algarotti,  wJio  was  the  tenanl  there, 
at  Venice? 

You  will,  in  many  parts  of  Italy,  meet  with  num- 
bere  of  tlie  Pretender's  people  (English,  Scotch,  and 
Irish  fugitives),  especially  at  Rome,  and  probably  the 
Pretender  himself.  It  is  none  of  your  busineas  to 
declare  war  ou  these  people;  as  little  as  it  is  your  in- 
terest, or,  I  hope,  your  inclination,  to  connect  yourself 
with  them ;  and,  therefore,  I  recommend  to  you  a 
perfect  neutrality.  Avoid  them  as  much  as  you  can 
with  decency  and  good  manners;  but,  when  you  can- 
not, avoid  any  {x>litical  conversation  or  debates  with 
them :  tell  them  that  you  do  not  concern  yourself  with 
political  matters — that  you  are  neither  a  maker  uor  a 
de|X)ecr  of  Kings — that,  when  you  letl  KngUnil,  you 
lefl  a  King  in  it,  and  have  not  since  heard  eitlier  of 
his  death,  or  of  any  revolution  that  has  happened, 
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and  tlint  you  take  Kings  nnd  kingdoms  as  you  find 
them ;  but  enter  no  farther  into  matters  with  them, 
which  can  be  of  no  use,  and  luiglit  bring  on  heat  and 
quarrels.  When  you  speak  of  the  old  Pretender, 
you  will  call  him  only  the  Chevalier  de  St.  George, 
but  mention  him  as  seMora  as  possible.  Should  he 
chance  to  si>eak  to  you  at  any  assembly  (as,  I  am  told, 
he  Bometimea  does  to  the  English),  be  sure  that  you 
seem  not  to  know  him;  and  answer  him  civilly,  but 
always  either  in  French  or  in  Italian ;  and  give  him, 
in  the  former,  the  appellation  of  Monsictirt  and  in  the 
latter  of  Signbre.  Should  you  meet  with  the  Cardinal 
of  York,*  you  will  be  under  no  difficulty,  for  he  has, 
as  Cardinal,  an  undoubted  right  to  JCmhienza.  Upon 
the  whole,  see  any  of  those  people  as  little  as  possible ; 
wiien  you  do  see  them,  be  civil  to  them,  upon  the 
footing  of  strangers;  but  never  be  drawn  into  any 
altercations  with  them  about  the  imaginary  right  of 
their  King,  as  they  call  him. 

It  18  to  no  sort  of  purpose  to  talk  to  those  people 
of  the  natural  rights  of  mankind,  and  the  particular 
constitution  of  this  country.  Blinded  by  prejudices, 
soured  by  misfortunes,  and  tempted  by  their  necessi- 
ties, they  are  as  incapable  of  reasoning  rightly  as  they 
have  hitherto  been  of  acting  wisely.  The  late  Lord 
Pembroke  never  would  know  anything  that  he  had  not 
a  mind  to  know ;  and,  in  this  case,  I  advise  you  to 
follow  his  example.    Never  know  either  the  father  or 

*  Henry,  the  second  son  of  the  Chevalier  do  St,  George,  wrh  fttistocl 
to  the  Purple  in  July  1747,  with  the  title  of  Canliuul  York.  After 
the  (tcccsHe  of  bis  elder  brother  in  17S8,  a  medal  was  struck  id  hin 
name  u  Uenry  the  Ninth,  King  of  Eaglaod,  with  the  motto  (which 
be  bad  auume<l  even  as  Cardinal),  MOir  desideriis  bomixou  bed 
VOLUNTATE  DEI.  He  sumveU  till  1807. 
Vol.  I.  21 


322 


LORD   CnESTERFIEIJ)'8   LETTEIM 


the  two  ROUS,*  any  otherwise  than  as  foreigners;  and 
60,  not  knowing  Uieir  pretensions,  yon  have  no  occasion 
to  dispute  them. 

I  can  never  lielp  recommending  to  you  the  utmoat 
attention  and  care  to  acquire  les  manures,  la  (ournure, 
el  les  Graces,  d'un  galani  liomme,  et  (Tun  homme  de 
Oaur.  They  should  appear  in  every  look,  in  every 
action — in  your  address,  and  even  in  your  dress,  it' 
you  would  either  please  or  rise  in  the  world.  That 
you  may  do  both  (and  both  are  in  your  power)  is  moet 
ardently  wished  you,  by  Yours. 


P.8, — I  made  Comte  Lascaris  show  me  your  letter, 
wliich  I  liked  very  well :  the  style  was  easy  and  nat- 
ural, and  the  French  pretty  correct.  There  were  so 
few  faults  in  the  orthography,  that  a  little  more  obser- 
vation of  the  best  French  authors  will  make  you  a 
correct  master  of  that  necessary  language. 

I  will  not  conceal  from  you  that  I  have  lately  had 
extraordinary  good  accounts  of  you,  from  an  unsus- 
pected and  judicious  person,  who  promises  me  that, 
with  a  little  more  of  the  world,  your  manners  and 
addvess  will  equal  your  knowledge.  This  is  the 
more  pleasing  to  me,  as  those  were  the  two  articles  of 
which  I  was  the  most  doubtful.  These  commenda^ 
tiona  will  not,  I  am  persuaded,  make  you  vain  and 
coxcombical,  but  only  encourage  you  to  go  on  in  the 
right  way. 

*  The  elder  ion  (CliuHee  Edward)  was,  howcrcr,  absent  from  Rome 
at  thii  period,  and  did  not  return  there  Dntil  hla  t'atber'a  death  in 
1766, 


TO  HIS  SON,  ON   EDUCATION. 


323 


London,  8eptonib«r  12,  O.  8.  1749. 

Deab  Boy, 

It  seems  extraordinary,  but  it  is  very  true,  that  ray 
[Anxiety  for  you  increases  iu  proportion  to  the  good 
Bccounts  which  I  receive  of  you  from  all  hands.  I 
promise  myself  so  much  from  you,  tliat  I  dread  the 
least  disappointment  You  are  now  so  near  the  [x)rt, 
which  I  have  so  long  wished  and  laboured  to  bring 
you  safe  into,  that  my  concern  would  be  doubled, 
should  you  l>e  shipwrecked  within  sight  of  it.  The 
object,  therefore,  of  this  letter  Is,  (laying  aside  all  the 
authority  of  a  parent,)  to  conjure  you  as  s  friend,  by 
the  aOection  you  liave  for  mo  (and  surely  you  have 
reason  to  have  some),  and  by  the  regard  you  have  for 
yourself,  to  go  on,  with  assiduity  and  attention,  to 
oomplete  that  work,  which  of  late  you  have  carried  on 
so  well,  and  whicli  is  now  so  near  being  finished.  My 
wishes  and  my  plan  were  to  make  you  shine,  and  dia- 
tiuguish  yourself  equally  in  the  learned  and  the  polite 
world.  Few  have  been  able  to  do  it.  Deep  learning 
is  generally  tainted  with  [Gantry,  or  at  least  un- 
adorned by  manners;  as,  on  the  other  hand,  polite 
nmnuers,  and  the  turn  of  the  world,  are  too  oilen 
unsupported  by  knowledge,  and  consequently  end 
contemptibly  in  the  frivolous  dissipation  of  drawing- 
rooms  and  rueU^,  You  are  now  got  over  the  dry  and 
diflicult  parts  of  learning;  what  remains,  requires  much 
more  time  than  trouble.  You  have  lost  time  by  your 
illness ;  you  must  regain  it  now  or  never.  I  there- 
fore most  earnestly  desire,  for  your  own  sake,  that,  for 
these  next  six  montl^,  at  least  six  hours  every  morn- 
ing, uninterruptedly,  may  be  inviolably  sacred  to  your 
studies  with  Mr.  Uarte.     I  do  not  know  whether  he 
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will  require  bo  much,  but  I  know  that  I  do,  and  hope 
you  will,  and  consetjuently  prevail  with  him  to  give 
you  tliat  time:  I  own  it  is  a  good  deal;  but  when 
both  you  and  he  consider  that  the  work  will  bo  so 
much  better  and  80  much  sooner  done  by  such  an  as- 
siduous and  continued  application,  you  will  neither  of 
you  think  it  too  much,  and  each  will  find  his  account 
in  it.  80  much  for  the  mornings,  which,  from  your 
own  good-sense,  and  Mr.  Harte's  tenderness  and  care 
of  you,  will,  I  am  sure,  be  thus  well  employed.  It  is 
not  only  reasonable,  but  useful  too,  that  your  evenings 
should  be  devoted  to  amusements  and  pleasures ;  and 
therefore  I  not  only  allow  but  recommend,  that  they 
should  be  employed  at  assemblies,  balls,  specf^cla,  and 
in  the  best  comi>anies;  with  this  restriction  only,  that 
tlie  consequences  of  the  evenings*  diversions  may  not 
break  in  upon  the  mornings'  studies,  by  break  fastings, 
visits,  and  idle  parties  into  the  country.  At  your  age, 
you  need  not  be  ashamed,  when  any  of  these  morning 
parties  are  proposed,  to  say  you  must  beg  to  be  excused, 
for  you  are  obliged  to  devote  your  mornings  to  Mr. 
Harte;  that  I  will  have  it  so;  and  that  you  dare  not 
do  otherwise.  Lay  it  all  upon  me;  though  I  am  per- 
suaded it  will  be  as  much  your  own  inclination  as  it  is 
mine.  But  those  frivolous,  idle  people,  whose  time 
hangs  upon  their  own  hands,  and  who  desire  to  make 
others  lose  theirs  too,  are  not  to  be  reasoned  with  ;  and 
indeetl  it  would  be  iloing  them  too  much  honour.  The 
shortest,  civil  answers,  are  the  best;  I  cannot ,  I  dare 
not,  instefld  of  /  vdU  not;  for,  if  you  were  to  enter 
with  thera  into  the  necessity  of  study,  and  the  useful-* 
ness  of  knowledge,  it  would  only  furnish  them  with 
matter  for  their  aiUy  jests ;  which,  though  I  woul 
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have  you  mind,  T  woiiH  not  have  yon  invite.  I  will 
suppose  you  at  Rome,  studying  six  hours  uninterrupt- 
edly with  Mr.  Harte  every  morning,  and  j)assingyour 
evenings  with  the  hest  company  of  Rome,  observing 
their  manners  and  forming  your  own  ;  and  I  will  sup- 
pose a  number  of  idle,  sauntering,  illiterate  English, 
as  there  commonly  is  there,  living  entirely  with  one 
another,  supping,  drinking,  and  sitting  up  late  at  each 
other's  lodgings ;  commonly  in  riots  and  scrapes,  when 
drunk ;  an<l  never  in  good  company  when  sober.  I  will 
take  one  of  these  pretty  fellows,  and  give  you  the  dia- 
logue between  him  and  yourself;  such  as  I  daresay  it 
will  be  on  his  side,  and  such  as  I  hope  it  will  be  on  yours. 


EnglUknuin. — Will  you  come  and  breakfast  with 
me  to-morrow?  there  will  be  four  or  five  of  our 
countrymen  ;  we  have  provided  chaises,  and  we  will 
drive  somewhere  out  of  town  after  breakfast. 

Stajihope. — I  am  very  sorry  I  cannot;  but  I  am 
obliged  to  he  at  home  all  morning, 

Englukman. — Why  then  we  will  come  and  break- 
fast with  you. 

Stanhope. — I  can't  do  that  neither,  I  am  engaged. 

Engluknian. — Well,  then,  let  it  be  the  next  day. 

Stan/tope. — To  tell  you  the  truth,  it  can  be  no  day 
in  the  morning;  for  I  neither  go  out,  nor  see  any- 
body at  home  before  twelve. 

JCnglUhman. — And  what  the  devil  do  you  do  with 
yourself  till  twelve  o'clock  t 

Slanfiope. — I  am  not  by  myself,  I  am  with  Mr, 
Harte. 

Englishman, — ^Theu  what  the  devil  do  you  do  with 
him? 
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Stanhope. — "We  study  different  things;  we  read,  we 
converse. 

Engluhnan. — Very  pretty  amusement,  indeed  I 
Are  you  to  take  orders,  tlien? 

Stmihopc. — Yes ;  my  father's  orders,  I  believe,  I 
must  take. 

Eiiffli^hmun. — Why,  litist  thou  no  more  spirit  than 
to  mind  an  old  fellow  a  thousand  miles  oS*? 

Stanhope. — If  I  don't  mind  his  orders,  he  won't 
mind  inv  drausilitji. 

Englishman. — What!  does  the  old  prig  threaten, 
then?  threatened  folks  live  long;  never  mind  threats. 

Stanhope, — No,  I  am't  say  that  he  lias  ever  threat- 
ened me  in  his  life;  but  I  believe  I  had  best  not 
provoke  him. 

Englishman. — ^Pooh  I  you  would  have  one  angry  let- 
ter from  the  old  fellow,  and  there  would  be  an  end  of  it 

Stanlt^pe. — Yon  mistake  him  mightily ;  he  always 
does  more  than  he  says.  He  has  never  been  angry 
with  me  yet,  that  I  remember,  in  his  life;  but,  if  I 
were  to  provoke  him,  I  am  sure  he  would  never  for- 
give me:  he  would  be  coolly  immoveable,  and  I  might 
beg  and  pray,  and  write  my  heart  out,  to  no  purjHWe. 

Englishman. — Why,  then,  he  is  an  old  dog,  that's 
all  I  can  say :  and  pray,  are  you  to  obey  your  dry- 
uurse  too,  this  same  what's  his  name — Mr.  Harte? 

Slanliope. — Yes. 

Englishman. — So,  he  stufl^  you  all  morning  with 
Greek,  mu\  Latin,  and  Logic,  and  all  that.  Egad,  I 
have  a  dry-nurse  too,  but  I  never  looked  into  a  book 
with  him  in  my  life;  I  have  not  so  much  as  seen  the 
face  of  him  this  week,  and  don't  care  a  louse  if  I 
never  see  it  again. 
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stanhope. — My  dry-nurse  never  desires  anything  of 
rae  that  la  not  reasonable,  and  for  my  own  good ;  and 
therefore  I  like  Lo  be  with  him. 

Englishman. — Very  eentenlious  and  edifyuig,  upon 
ray  word !  at  this  rate  you  will  be  reckoued  a  very 
good  young  man. 

Stanhope, — Why,  that  will  do  me  no  harm. 

EnglUhman. — Will  you  be  with  us  to-morrow  in 
the  evening,  then?  We  shall  be  ten,  with  you;  and 
1  have  got  some  excellent  good  wine,  and  we'll  be 
very  merry. 

StanJiope. — I  am  very  much  obliged  to  you,  but  I 
am  engaged  for  all  the  evening,  to-morrow;  first  at 
Cardinal  Albani's,  and  then  to  sup  at  the  Venetian 
Embassadress's. 

Englishman. — How  the  devil  can  you  like  being 
always  with  these  foreigners?  I  never  go  amongst 
them,  with  all  their  formalities  and  ceremonies.  I 
am  never  easy  in  company  with  them,  and  I  don't 
know  why,  but  I  am  ashamed. 

Stanhope, — I  am  neither  ashamed  nor  afraid  ;  I  am 
very  easy  with  them,  they  are  very  easy  with  me;  I 
get  the  language,  and  I  see  their  characters  by  con- 
versing with  them;  and  that  is  what  we  are  sent 
abroad  for.     Is  it  not  ? 

Englishman. — I  hate  your  modest  women's  com- 
|)any — your  women  of  fashion  as  thoy  call  'em.  I 
don't  know  what  to  say  to  them,  for  my  part. 

Stanhope. —H.^yQ  you  ever  conversed  with  them  ? 

Evglhhman, — No,  I  never  conversed  with  them, 
but  I  have  been  sometimes  in  their  com(miiy,  though 
much  against  my  will. 

Stanhope, — But  at  least  they  have  done  you  no 
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hurt ;  which  is,  probably,  more  than  you  can  say  of 
the  women  you  do  converse  with. 

Mnglishmnn. — That's  ti'ue,  I  own ;  but,  for  all  that, 
I  would  ratlier  keep  company  with  my  surgeon  half 
the  year,  than  witli  your  women  of  fashion  the  year 
round. 

Stanhope. — Tastes  are  different,  you  know,  and 
every  man  follows  his  own. 

Englishman. — That's  true;  but  thine's  a  devilish 
odd  one,  Stanhojw.  All  morning  with  thy  dry-nurse, 
all  the  evening  in  formal  fine  company,  and  all  day 
long  afraid  of  old  daddy  in  England.  Thou  art  a 
queer  fellow,  and  I  am  afraid  there's  nothing  to  be 
made  of  thee. 

Stanhope. — I  am  afraid  so  too. 

Englishman. — Well,  then,  good  night  to  you;  you 
have  no  objection,  I  hope,  to  my  being  drunk  to- 
night, which  I  certainly  will  be. 

Stanhope. — Not  in  the  least;  nor  to  your  being 
aiek  to-morrow,  which  you  as  certainly  will  be;  and 
80  good  night  too. 


You  will  observe  that  I  have  not  pot  into  your 
mouth  those  good  arguments,  which  upon  such  an 
occasion  would,  I  am  sure,  occur  to  you ;  as,  piety  and 
affection  towards  me;  regard  and  friendship  for  Mr. 
Harte ;  respect  for  your  own  moral  character,  and  for 
all  the  relative  duties  of  roau,  son,  pupil,  and  citizen. 
8uch  solid  arguments  would  l>e  thrown  awuy  upon 
such  shallow  puppies.  Leave  them  to  their  igno- 
rance, and  to  their  dirty,  disgraceful  vices.  They  will 
severely  feel  the  effects  of  then»,  when  it  will  be  too 
late.     Without  the  comfortable  refuge  of  learning, 
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and  with  all  tlie  sickness  and  pains  of  a  ruined  sloni- 
ach  and  a  rotten  carcase,  if  they  happen  to  arrive  at 
old  age,  it  is  an  uneasy  and  ignominious  one.  The 
ridicule  which  such  fellows  endeavour  to  throw  upon 
those  who  are  not  like  them,  is,  in  the  opinion  of  all 
men  of  sense,  the  most  autlieiitic  panegyria  Go  on, 
then,  ray  dear  child,  in  tlie  way  you  are  in,  only  for  a 
year  and  a  half  more ;  that  is  all  I  ask  of  you.  After 
that  I  promise  that  you  shall  l^eyour  own  master,  and 
that  I  will  pretend  to  no  other  title  than  that  of  your 
best  and  tmest  friend.  You  shall  receive  advice,  but 
no  orders,  from  me;  and  in  truth  you  will  want  no 
other  advice  but  sudi  as  youth  and  ineK|ierienoe  must 
necessarily  require.  You  shall  certainly  want  nothing 
that  is  requisite,  not  only  for  your  conveniency,  but 
also  for  your  pleasures,  which  I  always  desire  should 
be  gratified.  You  will  suppose  that  T  mean  the 
pleasures  d'un  honnete  hovime. 

While  you  are  learning  Italian,  which  I  hope  you 
do  with  diligence,  pray  take  care  to  conluiue  your 
German,  wliich  you  may  have  frequent  opiKtrtunities 
of  speaking.  I  would  also  have  you  keep  up  your 
knowledge  of  the  Jxu  Publicum  Imperii,  by  lookiag 
over,  now  and  tlien,  those  inesllmahle  manusfrripU, 
which  Sir  Charles  Williams,  who  arrived  here  last 
week,  assures  me  you  have  made  ufiou  that  subject 
It  will  be  of  very  great  use  to  you,  when  you  come 
to  be  concerned  in  foreign  affairs,  as  you  shall  be  (if 
you  qualify  yourself  for  them)  younger  than  ever 
any  other  was;  I  mean,  before  you  are  twenty.  Sir 
Charles  tells  me  that  he  will  answer  for  your  learn- 
ing; and  that  ho  believes  you  will  acquire  that  address, 
aud  those  Graces,  which  are  so  necessary  to  give  It  its 
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full  lustre  and  value.  But  he  confesses  that  he  doubts 
more  of  the  latter  than  of  the  former.  The  justice 
which  he  docs  Mr.  Harte,  iu  his  panegyrics  of  him, 
makea  ine  hope  tliat  there  is  likewiae  a  great  deal 
of  truth  in  his  encomiums  of  yon.  Are  you  pleased 
with,  and  proud  of,  the  reputation  which  you  have 
already  acquired  ?  Surely  you  are,  for  I  am  sure  I 
am.  Will  you  do  anything  to  lessen  or  forfeit  it? 
Surely  you  will  not.  And  will  you  not  do  all  you 
can  to  extend  and  increase  it?  Surely  you  will.  It 
is  only  going  on  for  a  year  and  a  half  longer,  as  you 
have  gone  on  for  the  two  years  last  past.aud  devoting 
half  the  day  only  to  application,  and  you  will  be  sure 
to  make  the  earliest  figure  and  fortune  in  tlie  world, 
that  ever  man  made.     Adieu  I 


Loudou,  September  22,  0.  B.  1749. 
Deab  Boy, 

If  I  had  faith  in  philters  and  love  potions,  I  should 
8U8i>ect  that  you  hud  given  Sir  Charles  Williams  some, 
by  the  manner  iu  which  he  sixiaks  of  you,  not  only  to 
me,  but  to  everybody  else.  I  will  not  repeat  to  you 
what  he  says  of  the  extent  and  correctness  of  your 
knowledge,  as  it  might  either  make  you  vain,  or  per- 
suade you  that  you  had  already  enough  of  what 
nobody  can  have  loo  much.  You  will  easily  imagine 
bow  many  questions  I  asked,  and  how  narrowly  I 
sifted  him  upon  your  subject:  he  answered  mo,  and  I 
dare  say  with  truth,  just  as  I  could  have  wished;  till, 
satistfied  entirely  with  his  accounU  of  your  character 
and  lca.rning,  I  inquired  into  other  matters,  inirinsi- 
cally  indeed  of  less  consequence,  but  still  of  great 
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consequence  to  every  man,  uud  of  more  to  you  than 
to  a1ni06t  aoy  man ;  I  mean,  your  arldress,  manners, 
and  air.  To  these  questions,  the  same  truth  which  he 
had  observed  before,  obliged  him  to  give  me  much  leas 
sfttlsfiictory  answers.  And,  as  he  thought  himself,  in 
friendship  both  to  you  and  me,  obliged  to  tell  me  the 
disagreetible  as  welt  as  the  agreeable  truths,  upon  the 
eanie  principle  I  think  myself  obliged  to  repeat  tliera 
to  you. 

He  told  me,  then,  that  in  company  you  were  fre- 
quently n\o»l  provokinyly  inattentive,  absent,  and  f?w- 
trait.  That  you  came  into  a  room,  and  presented 
yourself  very  awkwardly ;  that  at  table  you  con- 
stantly threw  down  knives,  forks,  napkins,  bi*ead, 
Ac.,  and  that  you  nt^Iected  your  pci-son  and  dress, 
to  a  degi-ee  unpardonable  at  auy  age,  and  much  more 
80  at  yours. 

These  things,  how  immaterial  soever  they  may  seem 
to  people  who  do  not  know  the  world  and  the  nature 
of  mankind,  give  me,  who  know  them  to  be  exceed- 
ingly material,  very  great  concern,  I  have  long  dis- 
trusted you,  and  therefore  frequently  admonished  you 
upon  these  articles;  and  £  tell  you  plainly,  that  I  shall 
not  be  easy  till  I  hear  a  very  diflerent  account  of  them. 
I  know  no  one  thing  more  offensive  to  a  company,  than 
that  inattention  and  distraction.  It  is  showing  them 
the  utmost  contempt;  and  |>eople  never  forgive  con- 
tempt. No  man  is  dlMrait  with  the  man  he  fears,  or 
the  woman  he  loves ;  which  is  a  proof  that  every  man 
can  get  the  better  of  that  distraction  when  he  thinks 
it  worth  his  while  to  do  so;  and,  take  my  word  for  it, 
it  is  always  worth  liis  while.  For  my  own  part,  I 
would  rather  be  in  company  with  a  dead  man  than 
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will)  an  absent  one;  for  if  the  dead  man  gives  rae  no 
pleasure,  at  lenst  he  filiows  me  no  contempt;  whereas 
the  absent  man,  silently  indeed,  but  very  plainly,  tells 
me  that  he  does  not  think  me  worth  \m  attentiuu. 
Besides,  can  an  absent  man  make  any  observations 
upon  the  characters,  customs,  and  mannei-s  of  the  com- 
pany ?  No.  He  may  be  in  the  best  companies  all 
his  lifetime  (if  they  will  admit  him,  wliich,  if  I  were 
they,  I  would  not),  nnd  never  be  one  jot  the  wiser. 
I  never  will  converee  with  an  absent  man ;  one  may 
as  well  talk  to  a  deaf  one.  It  is,  in  truth,  a  practical 
blunder,  to  address  ourselves  to  a  man,  who  we  see 
plainly  neither  hears,  minds,  nor  underetauds  us. 
Moreover,  I  aver  tliat  no  man  is,  in  any  degree,  fit  for 
either  business  or  conversation,  who  cannot,  and  does 
not,  direct  and  command  his  attention  to  the  present 
object,  be  that  what  it  will.  You  know,  by  experi- 
ence, tliat  T  grudge  no  ex|iense  In  your  education,  but 
I  will  positively  not  keep  you  a  flapper.  You  may 
read,  in  Dr.  Swifts  the  descriptioa  of  these  Happers, 
and  the  use  they  were  of  to  your  friends  the  Lapu- 
tans;  whose  minds  (Gulliver  says)  are  so  taken  up 
with  intense  speculations,  that  they  neither  can  speak, 
nor  attend  to  the  discourses  of  others,  without  being 
roused  by  some  external  taction  upon  the  organs  of 
speech  and  hearing;  for  which  reason,  those  people 
who  are  able  to  afford  it,  always  keep  a  flapper  in 
their  family,  as  one  of  their  tiomeatica,  nor  ever  walk 
about,  or  make  visits,  without  him.  This  flapper  is 
likewise  employed  diligently  to  attend  his  master  in 
bis  walks,  and,  uix>n  oceajfion,  to  give  a  Roft  flap  upon 
his  eyes ;  because  he  is  always  so  wrapped  up  in  cogi- 
tation, that  hu  ia  in  manifest  danger  of  falling  down 
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6very  precipice,  and  bouncing  his  head  against  every 
post,  and,  in  the  streets,  ot*  jostling  otliei*s,  or  being 
jostled  into  the  kennel  himself.  If  Christian  will 
undertake  this  province  into  the  bargain,  with  all  my 
heart;  but  I  will  not  allow  him  any  increase  of  wages 
upon  that  score.  In  short,  I  give  you  fair  warning, 
that  when  we  meet,  if  you  are  absent  in  mind,  I  will 
soon  be  absent  in  body;  for  it  will  be  impossible  for 
me  to  stay  in  the  room ;  and  if  at  table  you  throw 
down  your  knife,  plate,  bread,  *&c.,and  hack  the  wing 
of  a  chicken  for  half  an  hour,  without  being  able  to 
cut  it  off,  and  your  sleeve  all  the  time  in  another  dish, 
I  must  rise  from  table  to  escape  the  fever  you  would 
certainly  give  me.  Good  Go<l !  how  1  should  be 
shockctl  if  you  came  into  my  room,  for  the  first  time, 
with  two  left  legs,  presenting  yourself  with  all  the 
graces  and  dignity  of  a  tailor,  and  your  clothes  hang- 
ing upon  you  like  those  in  Monmouth  Street,  upon 
tenter-hooks!  whereas  I  expect,  nay  require,  to  see 
you  present  yourself  with  the  easy  and  genteel  air  of 
a  man  of  fashion  who  has  kept  good  company.  I  ex- 
pect you  not  only  well  dressed,  but  very  well  di-esscd  ; 
I  expect  a  gracefulness  in  all  your  motions,  and  some- 
thing particularly  engaging  in  your  address.  All  this 
I  expect,  and  all  this  it  ia  in  your  power,  by  care  and 
attention,  to  make  me  find ;  but,  to  tell  you  the  plain 
truth,  if  I  do  not  find  it,  we  shall  not  converse  very 
much  together;  forlcannotstand  inattention  and  awk- 
wardness ;  it  would  endanger  my  health.  You  have 
often  seen,  and  1  have  as  often  made  you  observe,  L(yt- 
telton)*8*  distinguished  inatteutiou  and  awkwardness. 

•  George,  iu  1767  created  Lord,  Lyttcltuo.     Hia  worth  and  bis 
iccotDpliibmeDts,  his  exLennire  koowledge,  and  his  unsullied  probity, 
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Wrapped  up  like  a  Laputan  in  intense  thouglit,  and 
possibly  sometimes  in  no  thought  at  all ;  wiiicb,  1  be- 
lieve, is  very  often  the  case  of  absent  people ;  he  does 
not  know  bis  most  intimate  acquaintance  by  sight,  or 
answers  them  as  if  he  were  at  cross- purposes.  He 
leaves  liis  hat  in  one  room,  his  sword  in  another,  and 
would  leave  his  shoes  in  a  third,  if  his  buckles,  though 
awry,  did  not  save  them ;  his  legs  and  arms,  by  his 
awkward  mana^ment  of  tliem,  seem  to  have  under- 
gone the  question  extraordinaire;  and  his  head,  always 
hanging  upon  one  or  other  of  his  shoulders,  seems  to 
have  received  the  first  stroke  upon  a  block.  I  sin- 
cerely value  and  esteem  him  for  his  parts,  learning, 
and  virtue ;  but,  for  the  soul  of  me,  I  cannot  love  him 
in  company.  This  will  be  universally  the  case,  in 
common  life,  of  every  iuattentive,  awkward  man,  let 
his  real  merit  and  knowledge  be  ever  so  great.  When 
I  was  of  your  age,  I  desired  to  shine,  as  far  as  I  was 
able,  in  every  part  of  life;  and  was  as  attentive  t-o 
my  manners,  my  dress,  and  my  air,  in  company  on 
evenings,  as  to  my  books  and  my  tutor  in  the  mom- 
JDgs.  A  young  fellow  should  be  ambitious  to  shine 
in  everything ;  and,  of  tlie  two,  always  rather  overdo 
tban  underdo.  These  things  arc  by  no  means  Iniles; 
they  are  of  infinite  consequence  to  thoee  who  are  to 
be  thrown  into  the  great  world,  and  who  would  make 
a  figure  or  a  fortune  in  it.  It  is  not  suflicient  to 
deserve  well,  one  must  please  well  too.  Awkward, 
disagreeable  merit,  will  never  carry  anyboily  far. 
Wherever  you  find  a  good  dancing-master,  pray  let 

were  never  adorned  hj  the  Oriioes.  Unmce  Walpole  mjm  of  falm, 
that  be  htA  "  Uie  figure  of  a  npectre  and  Uie  gctUciiliitioDs  of  a  pup> 
••petl"— {Memoira  of  Oooije  LI.,  rol.  I  p.  176.) 
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him  put  you  upon  your  haunches;  not  so  much  for 
the  sake  of  <lancing,  as  for  coming  into  a  room  antl  pre- 
senting yourself  genteelly  and  gracefiilly.  Women, 
whom  you  ought  to  endeavour  to  please,  cannot  for- 
give a  vulgar  and  awkward  air  and  gestures;  il  leur 
^  faut  da  bnltanl.  The  generality  of  men  are  pretty 
like  them,  and  arc  equally  taken  by  the  same  exterior 
graces. 

I  am  very  glad  that  you  have  received  the  diamond 
buckles  safe:  all  I  desire  in  return  for  them,  is,  that 
they  may  be  buckled  even  upon  your  feet,  and  that 
your  stockings  may  not  hide  them.  I  should  be  sorry 
you  were  an  egregious  fop;  but  I  protest  that,  of  the 
two,  I  would  rather  have  you  a  fop  than  a  sloven.  I 
think  negligence  in  my  own  dress,  even  at  my  age, 
when  certainly  I  expect  no  advantages  from  my  dress, 
would  be  indecent  with  regard  to  others.  I  have  done 
with  fine  clothes;  but  1  will  have  ray  plain  clothes  fit 
me,  and  made  like  other  people's.  In  the  evenings  I 
recommend  to  you  the  company  of  women  of  fashion, 
who  have  a  nght  to  attention,  and  will  be  paid  it. 
Their  comimuy  will  smooth  your  manners,  and  give 
you  a  habit  of  attention  and  respect;  of  which  you 
will  find  the  advantage  among  men. 

My  plan  for  you,  from  the  begiutiing,  has  been  to 
make  you  shine,  equally  in  the  learned  and  in  the 
polite  world ;  the  former  part  is  almost  completed  to 
my  wishes,  and  will,  I  am  persuaded,  in  a  little  time 
more,  be  quite  bo.  The  latter  part  is  still  in  your 
power  to  complete;  and  I  flatter  myself  that  you  will 
do  it,  or  else  the  former  part  will  avail  you  very  little; 
especially  in  your  department,  where  the  exterior  ad- 
dress and  graces  do  half  the  business ;  they  must  be 
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the  barbingers  of  your  merit,  or  your  merit  will  be 
very  coldly  receivetl :  all  can,  and  tlo  jutlge  of  ibe 
former,  few  of  the  latter, 

Mr.  Harte  tells  me  that  you  have  grown  very  much 
bince  your  illness:  if  you  get  up  to  live  feet  ten,  or 
even  nine  inches,  yonr  figure  will,  probably,  be  a 
good  one ;  and,  if  well  dressed  and  genteel,  will  prob- 
ably please ;  which  is  a  much  greater  advantage  to  a 
man  than  t)eople  commonly  think.  Lord  Bacon  calls 
it  a  letter  of  recommendation. 

1  would  wish  you  to  be  the  omnis  homo,  rkomme 
universel.  You  are  nearer  it,  if  you  please,  than 
ever  anybody  was  at  your  age ;  and  if  you  will  but, 
for  the  course  of  this  next  year  only,  exert,  your 
whole  attention  to  your  studies  in  the  morning,  and 
to  your  address,  manners,  air,  and  iournure  in  the 
evenings,  you  will  be  the  man  I  wish  you,  and  the 
man  that  is  rarely  seen. 

Our  letters  go,  at  best,  so  irregidarly,  and  bo  often 
miscarry  totally,  that,  for  greater  security,  I  repeat 
the  same  things.  8o,  though  I  ackuowledged  by  last 
post  Mr.  Harte'a  letter  of  the  8th  September,  N.8,,  I 
acknowledge  it  again  by  this  to  you.  If  this  rIiouM 
find  you  still  at  Verona,  let  it  inform  you,  that  1  wish 
you  would  set  out  soon  for  Naples;  unless  Mr.  Harte 
should  think  it  better  for  you  to  stay  at  Verona,  or 
any  other  place  on  this  side  Rome,  till  you  go  there 
for  the  Jubilee.  Nay,  if  he  likes  it  better,  I  am  very 
willing  lliat  you  should  go  directly  from  Verona  to 
Home;  for  you  cannot  have  too  much  of  Kome, 
whether  upon  account  of  the  language,  the  curiosities, 
or  the  company.  My  only  reason  for  mentioning 
Naples,  is  for  iliG  sake  of  the  climate,  upon  account 
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of  your  health;  but,  if  Mr.  Harte  thinks  your  health 
is  now  so  well  restored  as  to  be  above  climate,  lie  may 
steer  your  course  wherever  he  thinks  proper;  anil,  for 
ought  1  know,  your  goiug  directly  to  Rome,  aud  con- 
sequently staying  there  so  much  the  longer,  may  be 
as  well  as  anything  else.  I  think  you  and  I  cannot 
put  our  affairs  in  better  hands  than  in  Mr.  Harte's; 
and  I  will  take  his  infallibility  against  the  Pope's, 
with  some  odds  on  his  side.  A propos  of  the  Pope; 
remember  to  be  presented  to  him  before  you  leave 
Korae,  and  go  through  the  necessary  ceremonies  for 
it,  whether  of  kissing  his  slipper  or  his  b — h;  for  I 
would  never  deprive  myself  of  anything  that  I  wanted 
to  do  or  see,  by  refusing  to  comply  with  an  established 
custom.  AVhen  I  was  in  Catholic  countries,  I  never 
declined  kneeling  in  their  churches  at  the  elevation, 
nor  elsewhere,  when  the  Host  went  by.  It  is  a  com- 
plaisance due  to  the  custom  of  the  place,  and  by  no 
means,  as  some  silly  people  have  imagined,  an  implied 
approbation  of  their  doctrine.  Bodily  attitudes  and 
situations  are  things  so  very  indifferent  in  themselves, 
that  I  would  quarrel  with  nobody  about  them.  It 
may  indeed  be  improper  for  Mr.  Harte  to  pay  that 
tribute  of  complaisance,  upon  account  of  his  character. 
This  letter  is  a  very  long,  and  i>os8ibly  a  very 
tedious  one;  but  my  anxiety  for  your  perfection  ie 
so  great,  and  particularly  at  this  critical  and  ded- 
sive  period  of  your  life,  that  I  am  only  afraid  of  omit- 
ting, but  never  of  repeating,  or  dwelling  too  long 
upon  anything  that  I  think  may  be  of  the  least  use 
to  you.  Have  the  same  anxiety  for  yourself  that  I 
have  for  you,  and  all  will  do  well.  Adieu,  my  dear 
child! 

Vol.  I.  22 
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Dejlb  Boy, 

A  VDLGAB,  ortlinary  way  of  thinking,  acting,  or 
speaking,  implies  a  low  education,  and  a  habit  of  low 
compaur.  Young  people  contract  it  at  school,  or 
among  servants,  with  whom  they  are  too  often  used 
to  converse;  but,  after  they  frequent  good  company, 
they  must  want  attention  and  observation  very  much, 
if  they  do  not  lay  it  quite  aside-  And  indeed,  if  they 
do  not,  good  company  will  be  very  apt  to  lay  them 
aside.  The  various  kinds  of  vulgarisms  are  inBnite; 
I  cannot  pretend  to  point  them  out  to  you ;  but  I  will 
give  some  samples,  by  which  you  may  guess  at  the  rest. 

A  vulgar  man  is  captious  and  jealous ;  eager  and 
impetuous  about  trifles.  He  suspects  himself  to  be 
slighted,  thinks  everything  that  is  said  meant  at  him  ; 
if  the  company  happens  to  laugh,  he  is  persuaded 
they  laugh  at  him ;  he  grows  angry  and  testy,  says 
sometliing  very  impertinent,  and  draws  liimself  into 
a  8cni|>e,  by  showing  what  he  calls  a  proper  ajiirit, 
and  asserting  himself.  A  man  of  fashion  docs  not 
suppose  himself  to  be  either  the  sole  or  principal  ob- 
ject of  the  thouglit*,  looks,  or  words  of  the  company ; 
and  never  suspects  that  he  is  either  slighted  or  laughed 
at,  unless  he  is  conscious  that  he  deserves  it.  And  if 
(which  very  seldom  happeus)  the  company  is  absurd 
or  ill-bred  enough  to  do  either,  he  does  not  care 
two-pence,  unless  the  insult  be  so  gross  and  plain  us  to 
require  satisfaction  of  another  kind.  As  lie  is  ubove 
trifles,  he  is  never  vehement  and  eager  about  them; 
and,  wherever  they  arc  ooncenicd,  ratlicr  acquiesces 
than  wrangles.  A  vulgar  man's  conversation  always 
savoui*s  strongly  of  the  lowness  of  his  education  and 
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company.  It  turns  chiefly  upon  liis  doraeatic  affairB, 
Ilia  servants,  the  excellent  order  lie  keeps  in  liis  own 
family,  and  the  little  anecdotes  of  the  neiglibourhood  ; 
all  which  he  relates  with  emphasis,  as  interesting 
matters.     He  is  a  man  gossip. 

Vulgarism  in  language  is  the  next,  and  distinguish- 
ing characteristic  of  bad  company  and  a  bad  educa- 
tion. A  man  of  fashion  avoids  nothing  witli  more 
care  than  that.  Proverbial  expressions,  and  Inte  say- 
ings, are  the  flowers  of  the  rhetoric  of  a  vulgar  man. 
Would  be  say  that  men  differ  in  their  tastes;  he  both 
supports  iind  adorns  that  opinion,  by  the  good  old 
saying,  aa  he  respectfully  calls  it,  that  what  u  orie 
marCs  Meat  it  anotlter  marCi  Poison.  If  anybody 
attempts  being  smart,  as  he  calls  it,  upon  him,  he 
gives  them  TU  for  Tai,  ay,  tliat  he  does.  He  has 
always  some  favourite  word  for  the  time  being ;  which, 
for  the  sake  of  using  often,  he  commonly  abuses  : 
such  as  vastly  angry,  vastly  kind,  vastly  handsome, 
and  iHistly  ugly.  Even  his  ])ronunciation  of  proper 
words  carries  the  mark  of  the  beast  along  with  it. 
He  calls  the  earth,  yearth;  he  is  obleiyedf  not  obliged^ 
to  you.  He  goes  lo  wardsj  and  not  towards,  such  a 
place.  He  sometimes  affects  hard  words  by  way  of 
ornament,  which  he  always  mangles,  like  a  learned 
woman.  A  man  of  fashion  never  has  recourse  to 
proverbs  and  vulgar  aphorisms;  uses  neither  favourite 
words  nor  hard  words ;  but  takes  great  care  to  speak 
very  correctly  and  grammatically,  and  to  pronounce 
properly ;  that  is,  according  to  the  usage  of  the  best 
companies. 

An  awkward  address,  ungraceful  attitudes  aud  ac- 
tione,  and  a  certain  left-handincas  (if  I  may  use  that 
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word)  loudly  proclaim  low  education  and  low  com- 
pany ;  for  it  is  impossible  to  suppose  tliat  a  man 
can  have  frequented  good  company,  without  liaving 
catched  Bomething,  at  least,  of  their  air  and  motions. 
A  new-raised  man  is  distinguished  in  a  regiment  by 
his  nwlcwardness;  but  he  must  be  im()enetmbly  dull, 
If,  in  a  month  or  two's  time,  he  cannot  pertbrm  at 
least  the  common  manual  exercise,  and  look  like  a 
soldier.  The  very  accoutrements  of  a  man  of  fashion 
are  grievous  incumbrances  to  a  vulgar  man.  He  is  at 
a  loss  what  to  do  with  his  hat,  when  it  is  not  upon  his 
head ;  his  cane  (if  unfortunately  lie  wears  one)  is  at 
perpetual  war  with  every  cup  of  tea  or  coffee  he 
drinks;  destroys  tliem  first,  and  then  accorapauies 
them  in  their  fall.  His  sword  is  tbrmidable  only  to 
his  own  legs,  which  would  possibly  carry  him  fast 
enough  out  of  the  way  of  any  sword  but  his  own. 
His  clothes  fit  him  so  ill,  and  constrain  him  so  much, 
that  lie  seems  rather  their  prisoner  than  tlielr  pro- 
prietor. He  presents  himself  in  compajjy,  like  a 
criminal  in  a  court  of  justice ;  his  very  air  (K)ndemns 
him ;  and  people  of  fajshion  will  no  more  connect 
themselves  with  the  one,  than  people  of  character  will 
with  the  other.  This  repulse  drives  and  sinks  him 
into  low  company;  a  gulph  from  whence  no  man, 
after  a  certain  age,  ever  emerged. 

L€$  mani^rea  nobles  et  aiaSea,  la  toumure  d'un 
homme  de  condiiiont  le  ton  de  la  bonne  compagnie, 
les  Grar.eSj  If.  je  ne  s^is  quoi  qui  plaits  are  as  nocea- 
sary  to  adorn  and  introduce  your  intrinsic  merit  and 
knowledge  as  the  polish  is  to  the  diamond;  which, 
without  that  pidifth,  would  never  be  worn,  wliHtever 
it  might  weigh.     Do  not  imagine  that  these  accom- 
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pliehraents  are  only  useful  with  women ;  they  are 
much  more  so  with  men.  In  :i  [mhlic  assembly,  what 
an  advantage  has  a  graceful  speaker,  with  genteel 
motions,  a  handsome  figure,  and  a  liberal  air,  over  one 
wlio  shall  speak  full  as  much  good-sense,  but  destitute 
of  these  ornaments !  In  business,  liow  prevalent  are 
the  Graces,  how  detrimental  is  the  want  of  them  I 
By  the  help  of  these  I  have  known  some  men  refuse 
favours  less  offensively  tlian  others  granted  them. 
The  utility  of  them  in  Courts  and  negotiations  is  in- 
conceivable. You  gain  the  hearts,  and  consequently 
the  secrets,  of  nine  in  ten  that  you  have  to  do  with,  in 
spite  even  of  their  prudence ;  which  will,  nine  times  in 
ten,  be  the  dupe  of  their  hearts  and  of  their  senses. 
Consider  tlie  importance  of  tliese  things  as  they 
deserve,  and  you  will  not  lose  one  moment  in  the 
pursuit  of  them. 

You  are  travelling  now  in  a  country  once  so  famous 
both  for  arts  and  arms,  that  (however  degenenited  at 
present)  it  siill  deserves  your  attention  and  reflection. 
View  it,  therefore,  with  care,  compare  its  former  with 
its  present  state,  and  examine  into  the  causes  of  its 
rise  and  its  decay.  Consider  it  classically  and  politi- 
cally, and  do  not  run  through  it,  as  too  many  of  your 
young  countrymen  do,  musically,  and  (to  use  a  ridic- 
ulous word)  hnick-hnackically.  No  piping  nor  fid- 
dling, I  beseech  you ;  no  days  lost  in  poring  upon 
almost  imperceptible  Intaglios  and  Cameos:  and  do 
not  become  a  Virtuoso  of  small  wares.  Form  a  taste 
of  painting,  sculpture,  and  architecture,  if  you  please, 
by  a  careful  examination  of  the  works  of  the  best 
ancient  and  modern  artists;  those  are  liberal  arts,  and 
a  real  taste  and  knowledge  of  them  become  a  man  of 
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fashion  very  well.     But,  beyond  certain  bounds,  the 
mail  of  taate  ends,  and  the  frivolous  Virtuoso  begins. 

Your  friend  Mendcs,  the  good  Samaritan,  dined 
with  me  yesterday.  He  has  more  goodnature  and 
generosity  tlian  parts.  However,  I  will  show  him  all 
the  civilities  that  his  kindness  to  you  so  justly  de- 
serves; he  tells  mc  that  you  are  taller  thau  I  am, 
which  I  am  very  glad  of.  I  desire  you  may  excel  me 
in  everything  else  too;  and,  far  from  repining,  I  shall 
rejoice  at  your  superiority.  He  commends  your  friend 
Mr.  Stevens  extremely ;  of  whom,  too,  I  have  heard 
so  good  a  character  from  other  people,  that  I  am  very- 
glad  of  your  connection  with  him.  It  may  prove  of 
use  to  you  hereafter.  When  you  meet  with  such  sort 
of  Englishmen  abroad,  who,  either  from  thwr  parts, 
or  their  rank,  are  likely  to  make  a  figure  at  liome,  I 
would  advise  you  to  cultivate  thera,  and  get  their 
favourable  testimony  of  you  here,  especially  those  who 
are  to  return  to  England  before  you.  Sir  Charles 
Williams  has  puffed  you  (as  the  mob  call  it)  here 
extremely.  If  three  or  four  more  people  of  parts  do 
the  same,  before  you  come  back,  your  first  apfiearance 
in  London  will  be  Ut  great  advantage.  Many  people 
do,  and  indeed  ought  to,  take  things  upon  trust ;  many 
more  do,  who  need  not ;  and  few  dare  dLssent  from  an 
established  opinion.     Adieu  I 


Londoo,  October  2,  O.  a  1749. 

Dear  Bot, 

I  KECEivED  by  the  last  post  your  letter  of  the  22nd 
SepteralxT,  N.8.,  but  I  have  not  received  that  from 
Mr.  Uarte  to  which  you  refer,  and  which  you  say  oou- 
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tained  your  reasons  for  leaving  Verona  and  returning 
to  Venice,  so  Uiut  I  am  entirely  ignorant  of  them. 
Indeed,  the  irregularity  and  negligence  of  the  post 
provoke  rac,  as  they  break  the  thread  of  the  accounts 
1  want  to  receive  from  you,  and  of  the  instructions 
and  orders  which  I  send  yon  almost  every  post.  Of 
these  Inst  twenty  posts,  I  am  sure  that  I  have  wrote 
eighteen,  either  to  you  or  to  Mr.  Harte;  and  it  does 
not  ap|H?ar  by  your  letter  that  all,  or  even  any,  of  my 
letters  hare  been  received.  I  deaire,  for  the  future, 
that  both  you  and  Mr.  Harle  will  constantly,  in  your 
letters,  mention  the  dates  of  mine.  Had  it  not  been 
for  their  miscarriage,  you  would  not  have  been  in  the 
uncertainty  you  seem  to  be  in  at  present  with  regard 
to  your  future  motions.  Had  you  received  ray  letters, 
you  would  have  been  by  this  time  at  Naples;  but  we 
must  now  take  things  where  they  are. 

Upon  the  receipt  then  of  this  letter,  you  will,  as 
soon  as  cpuveniently  you  can,  set  out  for  Rome,  where 
you  will  not  arrive  too  long  before  the  Jubilee,  con- 
sidering the  difficulties  of  getting  lodgings  and  other 
accommodations  there  at  tliis  time.  I  leave  tlie  choice 
of  the  route  to  you,  but  I  do  by  no  means  intend  tliat 
you  should  leave  Rome  af^er  the  Jubilee,  as  you  seem 
to  hint  in  your  letter;  on  the  contrary,  I  will  have 
Rome  your  head-quartei's  for  six  months  at  least,  till 
you  shall  have,  in  a  manner,  acquired  the  jus  ch>iiati» 
there.  More  things  are  to  be  seen  and  learned  there 
than  in  any  other  town  in  Europe;  there  arc  the  best 
masters  to  instruct,  and  the  best  companies  to  polish 
you.  In  the  spring  you  may  make  (if  you  please) 
frequent  cjccursions  to  Naples;  but  Rome  must  still 
be  your  head-quarters,  till  the  heats  of  June  drive  you 


344 


LORD  CHLSTERFIELD's  I.ETTERa 


from  thence  to  some  other  place  in  Italy,  which  we 
shull  think  of  by  that  time.  As  to  the  expense,  which 
you  mention,  I  <io  not  regard  it  in  the  least;  from 
your  infancy  to  this  day,  I  never  grudged  any  expense 
in  your  education,  and  still  less  do  it  now,  that  it  id 
become  more  imi>ortant  and  decisive.  I  attend  to  the 
objects  of  your  expenses,  but  not  to  the  sums.  I  will 
certainly  not  pay  one  shilling  for  your  losing  your 
nose,  your  money,  or  your  retison — that  is,  I  will  not 
contribute  to  women,  gaming,  and  drinking;  but  I 
will  most  cheerfully  supply,  not  only  every  necessary, 
but  every  decent  expense  you  can  make.  I  do  not 
care  what  the  best  masters  cost.  I  would  have  you  as 
well  dressed,  lodged,  and  attended,  as  any  reasonable 
man  of  fashion  is  in  his  travels.  I  would  liave  you 
have  that  pocket-money  that  should  enable  you  to 
make  the  proper  expense,  d'un  fionntie  Uojnme.  In 
short,  I  bar  no  expense  that  has  neither  vice  nor  folly 
for  its  object ;  and,  under  those  two  reasonable  restric- 
tions, draw,  and  welcoma 

Ab  for  Turin,  you  may  go  there  hereaf^^r,  as  a 
traveller,  for  a  month  or  two;  but  you  cannot  con- 
veniently reside  there  as  an  academician,  for  readona 
which  I  have  formerly  communicated  to  Mr.  Hiirte, 
and  which  Mr.  Villettes,*  since  his  return  here,  has 
shown  me  in  a  still  stronger  light  than  he  had  done 
by  his  letters  from  Turin,  of  which  I  sent  copies  to 
Mr,  Harte,  though  probably  he  never  received  them. 

After  you  have  left  Rome,  Florence  is  one  of  the 


*  Arthur  Vtllettes.  Gtq.,  mtay  jeitn  British  Re4i>]cnt  at  tho  Cout 
of  Sardioia;  he  died  id  1776.  He  i«  praiaed  by  Lft<Iy  Mary  WorU«7 
Montagu,  iu  tier  letter  of  April  3,  176S.  na  one  of  the  rery  few  atnoDg 
onr  Envoya  it  that  period  "  who  koeir  bow  to  lupport  hia  chanctar." 
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places  with  which  you  should  be  thoroughly  ac- 
quainted. I  know  that  there  is  a  great  deal  of  gaming 
there;  but  at  the  same  time  there  are,  in  every  place, 
some  i>eople  whose  fortunes  are  either  loo  small,  or 
whose  understandings  are  too  good,  to  allow  thera  to 
play  for  anything  above  trifles;  and  with  those  people 
you  will  associate  yourself,  if  you  have  not  (aa  I  am 
assured  you  have  not,  in  the  least)  the  spirit  of  gaming 
in  you.  Moreover,  at  suspected  places,  such  as  Flor- 
ence, Turin,  and  Paris,  I  shall  be  more  attentive  to 
your  draughts,  and  such  as  exceed  a  proper  and  hand- 
some expense  will  not  be  answered,  for  I  can  easily 
know  whether  you  game  or  not  without  being  told. 

Mr.  Harte  will  determine  your  route  to  Rome,  as  he 
shall  think  best;  whether  along  the  coast  of  the 
Adriatic,  or  that  of  the  Mediterranean,  it  is  equal  to 
me;  but  you  ^vill  observe  to  come  back  a  different 
way  from  that  you  went 

Since  your  health  is  so  well  restored,  I  am  not  sorry 
tliat  you  are  returned  to  Venice,  for  I  love  capitals. 
Everything  is  best  at  capitals — the  best  mastera,  the 
best  companies,  and  the  best  manners.  Many  other 
places  are  worth  seeing,  but  capitals  only  are  worth 
residing  at.  I  aiu  very  glad  that  Jfatlnme  Capello 
received  you  so  well ;  Monsieur,  I  was  sure,  would. 
Pray  assure  them  both  of  my  respects,  and  of  my 
sensibility  of  their  kindness  to  you.  Their  house  will 
be  a  very  good  one  for  you  at  Rome,  and  I  would  ad- 
vise you  to  be  domestic  in  it  if  you  can ;  but  Madame, 
I  can  tell  you,  requires  great  attentions.  Madame 
Micheli  has  written  a  very  favourable  account  of  you 
to  my  friend  the  Abb^  Grossa  Testa,  in  a  letter  which 
he  showed  me,  and  ju  which  there  are  so  many  civil 
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thiiige  to  myself,  that  I  would  wiab  to  tell  her  how 
much  I  think  myself  obliged  to  her.  I  approve  very 
much  of  the  allotment  of  your  time  at  Venice.  Pray 
go  on  80,  for  a  twelvemonth  at  least,  wherever  you  are. 
You  will  find  your  own  account  in  it. 

I  like  your  last  letter,  which  gives  me  an  account 
of  yourself  and  your  own  transactions ;  for,  though  I  Ual 
not  recommend  the  egolhm  to  you  with  regard  to  any- 
body else,  I  desire  that  you  will  use  it  with  me,  and  with 
me  only.  I  interest  myself  in  all  that  you  do,  and  as 
yet  (excepting  Mr.  Harte)  nobody  else  does.  He  must, 
of  course,  know  all,  and  I  desire  to  know  a  great  deal. 

1  am  glad  you  have  received,  and  that  you  like,  the 
diamond  buckles.  I  am  very  willing  that  you  should 
make,  but  very  unwilling  tliat  you  siiould  cut.a  figure 
with  them  at  the  Jubilee:  the  cutting  a  figure  being 
the  very  lowest  vulgarism  in  the  English  language, 
and  equal  in  elegan(T  to  "  Yes,  my  Ijady,"  and  '*  No, 
my  Lady."  The  words  vast  and  vastly,  you  will  have 
found  by  my  former  letter  that  I  had  proscribed  oufeJ 
of  the  diction  of  a  gentleman,  unless  in  their  proper] 
fiignificatioD  of  size  and  bulk.  Not  only  in  language, 
but  in  everything  else,  take  great  care  that  the  first 
impressions  you  give  of  your»elf  may  be  not  only 
favourable,  but  pleasing,  engaging — nay,  seducing. 
They  are  often  decisive ;  I  confess  they  are  a  good] 
deal  so  with  me;  and  I  cannot  wish  for  farther 
quaintance  with  a  man  whose  first  abord  and  addn 
displease  me. 

So  many  of  my  letters  have  miscarrletl,  and  I  know 
80  little  which,  that  I  am  force<l  to  rept-at  the  sami 
thing  over  and  over  again  eventually.    This  is  one." 
1  have  wrote  twice  to  Mr.  Uarte  to  have  your  picture 
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drawu  In  miniature,  wbile  you  were  at  Venice,  and  to 
rficncl  it  me  in  a  letter:  it  is  all  one  to  mc,  whether  in 
enamel  or  in  water-colours,  provided  it  is  but  very 
like  you.  I  would  have  you  drawn  exactly  aa  you 
are,  and  in  no  whimsical  dress.  I  lay  more  stress 
upon  the  likeness  of  the  picture  than  upon  the  taste 
and  skill  of  the  painter.  If  this  be  not  already  done, 
I  desire  that  you  will  liave  it  done  fortliwith,  before 
you  leave  Venice,  and  enclose  it  in  a  letter  to  me: 
which  letter,  for  greater  security,  I  would  have  you 
desire  Sir  James  Gray  to  enclose  in  his  packet  lo  the 
Office,  as  I,  for  the  same  reason,  send  this  under  his 
)ver.  If  the  picture  be  done  upon  vellum,  it  will  be 
tlie  most  [Mjrtable.  Send  me,  at  the  same  time,  a 
thread  or  silk  of  your  own  length,  exactly.  I  am 
solicitous  about  your  figure;  convinced,  by  a  thousand 
instances,  that  a  good  one  is  a  real  advantage.  Mctis 
$ana  m  corpore  ganOj  is  the  first  and  greatest  blessing ; 
I  would  add,  el  pulchro,  to  complete  it.  May  you 
have  that  and  every  other !     Adieu ! 

Have  you  received  my  letters  of  recommendation 
to  Cardinal  Albani  and  the  Duke  de  Nivernois,  at 
Rome? 


LoDdon,  October  9.  O.  8. 1749. 

Dear  Boy, 

If  thi8  letter  finds  you  at  all,  of  which  I  am  very 

doubtful,  it  will  find  you  at  Venice,  preparing  for 

your  journey  to  Rome;  which,  by  my  last  letter  to 

Mr.  Harte,  I  advised  you  to  make  along  the  coast  of 

ithe  Adriatic,  through  Rimini,  Loretto,  Ancona,  tfec., 

)laces  that  are  all  worth  seeing,  but  not  worth  staying 
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at:  and  such  I  reckon  all  places  where  the  eyes  only- 
are  employed.  Remains  of  antiquity,  public  build- 
ings, paintings,  sculptures,  &c.,  ouglit  to  be  seen,  and 
that  with  a  proper  degree  of  attention ;  but  this  is 
soon  done,  for  they  are  only  outsides.  It  b  not  so 
with  more  important  objects,  tlie  insides  of  which 
must  be  seen ;  and  they  require  and  deserve  much 
more  attention.  The  characters,  the  heads,  and  the 
hearts  of  men  are  the  useful  science  of  which  I  would 
have  you  perfect  master:  that  science  is  hest  taught 
and  best  learnt  in  capitals,  where  every  human  pas- 
sion has  its  object,  and  exerts  all  its  force  or  all  its 
art  in  the  pursuit.  I  believe  there  is  no  place  in  the 
world  where  every  passion  is  busier,  appears  in  more 
shapes,  and  is  conducted  with  more  art,  tlian  at  Rome. 
Tberefore,  when  you  are  Uiere,  do  not  imagine  that 
the  Capitol,  the  Vatican,  and  the  Pantheon,  arc  the 
principal  objects  of  your  curiosity.  But,  for  one  min- 
ute that  you  l>estow  u]x>n  those,  era|iloy  ten  days  in 
informing  your^lf  of  the  nature  of  that  government, 
the  rise  and  decay  of  the  Papal  power,  the  politics  of 
that  Court,  the  briguee  of  the  Cardinals,  the  tricks  of 
the  Conclaves;  and,  in  general,  everything  that  re- 
lates to  the  interior  of  that  extraordinary  government; 
founded  originally  upon  the  ignorance  and  supersti- 
tion of  mankind ;  extended  by  tlie  weakness  of  some 
Princes  and  the  ambition  of  others;  declining  of  late 
in  proportion  as  knowledge  has  increased  ;  and  owing 
its  present  precarious  security,  not  to  the  religion,  tho 
affection,  or  tlie  fear  of  the  temporal  powers,  but  to 
the  jealousy  of  each  other.  The  Pope's  excommuni- 
cations are  no  longer  dreaded  ;  his  indulgences  little 
solicited,  and  sell  very  cheap ;  and  his  territories,  for- 
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midable  to  no  Power,  are  coveted  by  many,  and  will, 
most  undoubtedly,  within  a  century,  be  scantled  out 
among  the  great  Powera  who  have  now  a  Footing  in 
Italy,  whenever  they  can  agree  upon  the  division  of 
the  bears  skin.  Pray  inform  yourself  thoroughly  of 
the  history  of  the  Popea  ami  of  the  Popedom  ;  whicli, 
for  many  centuries,  ia  interwoven  with  the  history  of 
all  Europe.  Read  the  best  authors  who  treat  of  these 
matters,  and  especially  Fra  Paolo,  de  BeneJiHUy  a 
short  but  very  material  book.  You  will  find  at  Rome 
some  of  all  the  religious  Orders  in  the  Christian 
world:  inform  yourself  carefully  of  their  origin,  their 
founders,  their  rules,  their  reforms,  and  even  their 
dresses:  got  acquainted  with  some  of  all  of  them,  hut 
particularly  with  the  Jesuits,  whose  society  1  look 
upon  to  be  the  most  able  and  best  governed  society  in 
the  world.  Glet  acquainted,  if  you  can,  with  their 
general,  who  always  resides  at  Rome ;  and  who,  though 
he  has  no  seeming  power  out  of  lils  own  society,  has 
(it  may  be)  more  real  influence  over  the  whole  world 
than  any  temporal  prince  in  it.  They  have  almost 
engrossed  the  education  of  youth.  They  are,  in  gen- 
eral, confessors  to  most  of  the  piinces  of  Europe ;  and 
they  are  the  principal  missionaries  out  of  it :  which 
three  articles  give  them  a  moet  extensive  influence, 
and  solid  advantages;  witness  their  settlement  in 
Paraguay.  The  Catholics  in  general  declaim  against 
that  society,  and  yet  are  all  governed  by  individuals 
of  it.  They  have,  by  turns,  been  banished,  and  with 
infamy,  almost  every  country  in  Europe;  and  have 
always  found  means  to  be  restored  even  with  triumph. 
In  short,  I  know  no  government  in  the  world  that  is 
carried  on  upon  such  deep  principles  of  policy,  I  will 
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not  add  morality.    Converse  wUli  them,  frequent  them, 
court  them  ;  but  know  tliem. 

Inform  yourself  too  of  that  infernal  court,  the  In- 
quisition ;  which,  thougli  not  so  considerable  at  Rome 
as  in  Spain  and  Porttig-d,  will  liowever  be  a  good 
sample  to  you  of  what  the  viUnuy  of  some  men  can 
contrive,  the  folly  of  others  receive,  and  both  together 
establish,  in  spite  of  the  first  natural  principles  of 
reason,  justice,  and  equity. 

These  are  the  proper  and  useful  objects  of  the  at- 
tention of  a  man  of  sense,  when  he  travels ;  and  these 
are  the  objects  for  which  I  have  sent  you  abroad ;  and 
I  hope  you  will  return  thoroughly  informed  of  them. 

I  receive,  this  very  moment,  Mr.  Harte's  letter  of 
the  1st  October,  N.S.,  but  I  have  never  received  his 
former,  to  which  he  refers  in  this,  and  you  refer  in 
your  last;  in  which  he  gave  me  the  reasons  for  your 
leaving  Verona  so  soon ;  nor  have  I  ever  received 
that  letter  in  which  your  case  was  stated  by  your 
physicians.  Letters  to  and  from  me  have  worse  luck 
than  other  people^s;  for  you  have  written  to  me,  and 
I  to  you,  for  these  last  three  months,  by  way  of  Ger- 
many, with  as  little  success  as  before. 

I  am  edified  with  your  morning  applicatious,  and 
your  evening  gallantries,  at  Venice,  of  which  Mr. 
Harte  gives  me  an  account.  Pray  go  on  with  both, 
there,  and  afterwards  at  Kome ;  where  provided  you 
arrive  in  the  beginning  of  Decemlier,  you  may  stay 
at  Venice  as  much  longer  as  you  please. 

Make  my  compliments  to  Sir  James  Gray  and  Mr. 
Smith,  with  my  acknowledgments  for  the  great  civili- 
ties they  show  you. 

I  wrote  *to  Mr.  Harte  by  the  last  post,  October  the 
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6th,  O.8.,  and  will  write  to  him  in  a  post  or  two,  upon 
the  contents  of  his  last.  Adieu  I  J^ainC  de  distrao 
tioTiS;  and  remember  the  Graces. 


Boy, 


tondoD,  October  17,  O.S.  1749. 


1  HAVE,  at  last,  received  Mr.  Harte's  letter,  of  the 
19th  September,  N.  8.,  from  Verona.  Your  reasons 
for  leaving  that  place  were  very  good  ones;  and,  as 
you  staid  there  long  enough  to  see  what  was  to  be 
seen,  Venice  (as  a  Capital)  is,  in  my  opinion,  a  much 
better  place  for  your  residence.  Cajiitals  are  always 
the  seats  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  and  the  best  compa- 
nies. I  have  stuck  to  them  all  my  lifetime;  and  I 
advise  you  to  do  so  too. 

You  will  have  received,  in  my  three  or  four  last 
letters,  my  directions  for  your  further  motions  to  an- 
other Capital ;  wliere  1  propose  that  your  stay  shall  be 
pretty  considerable.  The  expense,  I  am  well  aware, 
will  he  80  too;  but  that,  as  I  told  you  before,  will 
have  no  weight,  when  your  improvement  and  advan- 
tage are  in  the  other  scale.  I  do  not  care  a  groat 
what  it  is,  if  neither  vice  nor  folly  are  the  objects  of 
it,  and  if  Mr.  Harte  gives  his  sanction. 

I  am  very  well  pleased  with  your  account  of  Car- 
niola:  those  are  the  kind  of  objects  worthy  of  your 
inquiries  and  knowledge.  The  produce,  the  taxes, 
the  trade,  the  manufactures,  the  strength,  the  weak- 
ness, the  government,  of  the  several  countries,  which 
a  man  of  sense  travels  through,  arc  the  material 
points  to  which  he  attends ;  and  leaves  the  steeples. 
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the  raarket-places,  and  tlie  signs,  to  the  laborious  and 
curious  researclies  of  Dutch  and  German  travellers. 

Mr.  Harte  tells  me,  that  he  intends  to  give  you,  by 
means  of  Signor  Vicentiui,  a  general  notion  of  civil 
and  military  architecture;  with  which  I  am  very  well 
pleased.  They  are  frequent  subjects  of  conversation  ; 
and  it  is  very  right  that  you  should  have  some  idea  of 
the  latter,  and  a  good  taste  of  the  former ;  and  you 
may  very  soon  learn  as  much  as  you  need  know  of 
either.  If  you  read  about  one-third  of  Palladio's 
Book  of  Architecture  with  some  skilful  pei-son,  and 
then,  with  that  person,  examine  the  best  buildings  by 
those  rules,  you  will  know  the  different  proportions 
of  the  different  ordei-s;  the  several  diameters  of  their 
columns;  their  inter-columniations,  their  several  uses, 
&0.  The  Corinthian  Order  is  chiefly  used  in  mag- 
nificent buildings,  where  ornament  and  decoration 
are  the  principal  objects;  the  Doric  is  calculated 
for  strength;  and  the  Ionic  partakes  of  the  Doric 
strength  and  of  the  Corinthian  ornaments.  The 
Com[K)8ite  and  tlie  Tuscan  Orders  are  more  modern,  i 
and  were  unknown  to  the  Greeks:  the  one  is  too 
light,  the  other  too  clumsy.  You  may  soon  be  ac- 
quainted with  the  considerable  parts  of  civil  architec- 
ture; and  for  the  minute  and  mechanical  parts  of  it, 
leave  them  to  masons,  bricklayers,  and  Lord  Burling- 
tou;*  who  has,  to  a  certain  degree,  lessened  himKelf, 
by  knowing  them  too  well.  Observe  the  same  method 
as  to  military  architecture:  understand  the  terms;' 


•  Richard  Boyle,  third  Earl  of  Burlinploti,  died  in  17A3,when  bii 
£Dgtijib  titled  l)«iiime  extinct.  UonLce  WKlpole  mja  of  him,  thftt  h« 
"  had  crcry  qualitv  of  a  gentiu  and  artlAt,  except  envy,"  and  iiwu  to 
ktru  that  Pope  iiucribcd  bit  Epbtle  on  the  Use  of  Bichea. 
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know  tlie  general  rules,  and  then  see  Lbem  in  execu- 
tion with  some  skilful  jterson.  Go  with  some  engineer 
or  old  officer,  and  view  with  care  the  real  fortifications 
of  some  strong  place ;  and  you  will  get  a  clearer  idea 
of  bastiona,  half-moons,  horn-works,  ravelins,  glacis, 
&c.  than  all  the  musterj*  in  the  world  could  give  you 
upon  paper.  And  thus  much  I  would  by  all  means 
have  you  know  of  both  civil  and  military  architecture. 
I  would  also  have  you  acquire  a  lilwral  taste  of  the 
two  liberal  arts  of  painting  and  sculpture;  bue  with- 
out descending  into  those  mitiulUsy  which  our  modern 
Virtuosi  most  affectedly  dwell  upou.  Observe  the 
reat  parts  attentively;  see  if  nature  be  truly  rejjre- 
sented ;  if  the  passions  are  strongly  expressed  ;  if  the 
characters  are  preserved ;  and  leave  the  trifling  parts, 
with  their  little  jargon,  to  affected  puppies.  I  would 
advise  you,  also,  to  read  the  history  of  the  Painters 
and  Sculptors;  and  I  know  none  better  than  Feli- 
bien's.*  There  are  many  in  Italian;  you  will  inform 
yourself  which  are  tlje  besL  It  is  a  part  of  history, 
very  entertaining,  curious  enough,  and  not  quite  use- 
lees.  All  these  sorts  of  things  I  would  have  you 
know,  to  a  corUiin  degree;  but  remember,  that  they 
must  only  he  the  amusements,  and  not  tlie  business,  of 
a  man  of  parts. 

Bince  writing  to  me  in  German  would  take  up  so 
much  of  vour  time,  of  which  I  would  not  now  have 
one  moment  wasted,  I  will  accept  of  your  composition, 
and  content  myself  with  a  moderate  German  letter, 
once  a  fortnight,  to  Lady  Chesterfield,  or  Mr.  Grevcn- 
kop.     My  lueauiug  was  only  that  you  should  not 

"  Entretiens  Bar  Ics  Vies  et  syr  \m  Ouvragn  d«  plw  cjtcellen* 
roiiiire^  aiiciL-uH  et  mudurnea ;  Luadres,  ITUfi,  4  vola.,  12mo. 
Vol.  i.  38 
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forget  what  you  had  ali-eady  learned  of  the  German 
language  and  character;  but,  on  the  contrary,  that, 
by  frequent  use,  it  fihould  grow  more  easy  and  familiar. 
Providetl  you  take  care  of  that,  I  do  not  care  by  what 
means ;  but  I  do  desire  that  you  will,  every  day  of 
your  life,  spe^k  German  to  somebody  or  other  (for 
you  will  meet  with  Germans  enough),  and  write  a 
line  or  two  of  it  every  day,  to  keep  your  hand  in. 
Why  should  you  not,  for  instance,  write  your  own 
little  memorandums  and  accounta  in  that  language 
and  character?  by  which,  too,  you  would  have  this 
advantage  into  the  bargain,  that,  if  mislaid,  few  but 
yourself  could  read  them. 

I  am  extremely  glad  to  hear  that  you  like  the 
semblics  at  Venice  well  enough  to  sacrifice  somi 
suppers  to  them ;  for  I  hear  that  you  do  not  dislike 
your  supijers  neither.  It  is  therefore  plain,  that  there 
is  somebwly  or  something  at  those  assemblies  which 
you  like  better  than  your  meat.  And  as  I  know  there 
is  none  but  good  company  at  those  assemblies,  I  am 
very  glad  to  find  that  you  like  good  company  80  well 
I  already  imagine  you  a  little  smoothed  by  it;  and 
that  you  have  cither  reasoned  yourself,  or  that  they 
have  laughed  yoti  out  of  your  abseuces  and  dutrac^ 
tiom;  for  I  cannot  suppose  that  you  go  there 
insult  them.  I  likewise  imagine  that  you  wish  to  ba] 
welcome  where  you  wish  to  go;  and,  consequently, 
that  you  boih  present  and  behave  yourself  there,  en 
galanl  homnie,  etpoM  en  bourgeois. 

If  you  have  vowed  to  anybo<ly  tliere,  one  of  th< 
eternal  passions,  which  I  have  sometimes  known,  byj 
great  accident,  last  three  months ;  I  can  tell  you,  that 
witiiout  great  attention,  infinite  politeness,  and  engag- 
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ing  air  and  manners,  the  omens  will  be  sinister,  and 
the  goddess  impropitious.  Pmy  tell  me  what  are  the 
aniusements  of  those  assemblies  ?  Are  thev  little  com- 
mercial  play,  are  they  music,  are  they  la  belle  conver- 
itioiij  or  are  they  all  three?  Y  jilc-t-on  le  parfail 
'amour  T  Y  dtbilC'l-on  Ics  beaux  senlhfiemf  Ou  est 
ce  qtion  y  parle  Epigramtncf  And  pray  which  is 
your  department?  Tutis  depone  in  auribus.  Which- 
ever it  is,  endeavour  to  shine  and  excel  in  it.  Aim, 
at  least,  at  the  perfection  of  everything  that  is  wortli 
doing  at  all,  and  you  will  come  nearer  it  tbau  you 
would  imagine ;  but  those  always  crawl  infinitely  short 
of  it,  whose  aim  is  only  mediocrity.     Adieu ! 

P.S. — By  an  uncommon  diligence  of  the  {K>8t  I 
have  this  moment  received  yours  of  the  9th,  N.8. 


London,  October  24,  0. 8. 1749. 

Dear  Boy, 

By  my  last  I  only  acknowledgetl,  by  this  I  answer, 
your  letter  of  the  9th  October,  N.S. 

I  am  very  glad  that  you  approved  of  my  letter  of 
September  the  12th,  O.  S.,  because  it  is  upon  that  foot- 
ing that  I  always  propose  living  with  you.  I  will 
advise  you  seriously,  as  a  friend  of  some  experience ; 
and  I  will  converse  with  you  cheerfully,  as  a  compan- 
ion :  the  authority  of  a  parent  shall  for  ever  be  lai<l 
aside;  for,  wliercver  it  is  exerted,  it  is  useless;  since, 
if  you  have  neither  sense  nor  sentiments  enough  to 
follow  my  advice  as  a  friend,  your  unwilling  obedience 
to  my  orders,  as  a  father,  will  be  a  very  awkward  and 
unavailing  one,  both  to  yourself  and  me.  Tacitus, 
speaking  of  an  army  that  awkwardly  and  unwillingly 


356 


LORD  OH  EST  EH  field's   L-ETTEBS 


obeyed  its  generals,  only  from  the  fear  of  punic^liraent. 
Bays,  tliey  obeyed  indeed,  sed  ul  qui  m^llenl  Jusjhi  Im- 
peratorum  irUerpretarif  qtiam  exequi.  For  my  own 
part,  I  disclaim  such  obcdioDCC. 

You  tliirik,  I  find,  tliat  you  do  not  understand  Ital- 
ian ;  but  I  can  tell  you,  that,  like  the  Bourf/totn  Gen- 
aUiomme,  who  spoke  prose  without  knowing  it,*  you 
understand  a  great  deal,  though  you  <lo  not  know  that 
you  do;  for,  whoever  understands  French  and  Latin 
so  well  i\s  you  do,  undcrBtands  at  least  half  the  Italian 
language,  and  has  very  little  occasion  for  a  dictionary. 
And  for  the  idioms,  the  phrases,  and  the  delicacies  of  it, 
conversation  and  a  little  attention  will  teach  them  you, 
and  that  soon.  Therefore,  pray  sj>etik  it  in  comi>any, 
right  or  wrong,  u  tort  ou  d  travers,  as  soon  as  ever  you 
liave  got  words  enough  to  oak  a  common  question,  or 
give  a  common  answer.  If  yon  can  only  say  l>uon 
ffiot-no,  say  it,  instead  of  saying  bon  Jour,  I  mean  to 
every  Italian ;  the  answer  to  it  will  teach  yon  more 
words,  and,  insensibly,  you  will  be  very  soon  master 
of  that  easy  language.  You  ai*e  quite  right  in  not 
neglecting  your  German  for  it,  and  in  thinking  that 
it  will  be  of  more  use  to  you ;  it  certainly  will,  in  the 
course  of  your  business:  but  Italian  has  it^  u.se  loo, 
and  is  an  ornament  into  the  bargain;  there  being' 
many  very  polite  and  good  authors  in  that  language. 
The  reason  you  assign  for  having  hitherto  met  with 
none  of  ray  "swarms  of  Germans"  in  Italy,  is  a  very 
solid  one;  and  I  can  easily  conceive  that  the  cx[)en80 
necessary  for  a  traveller  must  amount  to  a  number  of] 
ikaUra,  groschen,  and  hreuizers,  tremendous  to  a  Ger- 
man fortune.  However,  you  will  find  several  at  Kome,, 
*  See  the  DowgniM  QeiUithommt  of  Jlloll^  (aet  U.  «c«oe  6). 
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either  Ecclesiastics,  or  in  the  suite  of  the  Imperial 
Minister ;  and  more  when  yon  come  into  the  Milan- 
ese, among  the  Queen  of  Hungary's  officers.  Besides, 
yon  liave  a  Siixon  Rervant,  to  whom  I  hope  you  speak 
nothing  but  German. 

I  have  had  the  most  obliging  letter  in  the  world 
from  Monsieur  Capello,  in  wliich  he  speaks  very  ad- 
vantiigeously  of  you,  and  promiaea  you  his  protection 
at  Kome.  I  have  wrote  him  an  answer,  by  which  I 
hope  I  have  domesticjited  you  at  his  h/ifel  there,  which 
T  advise  you  to  fre<)uent  fu\  much  as  yon  can.  II  est 
vrai  quit  ne  paye  pas  beaucoup  de  8a  figure ;  but  he 
has  sense  and  knowledge  at  bottom,  with  a  great  ex- 
perience of  business,  having  beeu  ali-eady  Amb:issador 
at  Madrid,  Vienna,  and  London.  And  I  am  very 
sure  that  he  will  be  willing  to  give  you  any  informa- 
tions in  that  way  that  he  can. 

Madame  was  a  capriciona,  whimsical  fine  lady,  till 
the  smallpox,  which  she  got  here,  by  lessening  her 
beauty,  lessened  her  humoure  too;  but,  aa  I  presume 
it  did  not  change  her  sex,  I  trust  to  that  for  her 
having  such  a  share  of  them  left  aa  may  contribute 
to  smooth  and  polish  you.  She  doubtless  still  thinks 
that  she  has  beauty  enough  remaining  to  entitle  her 
to  the  attentions  idways  paid  tol>eauty;  and  she  has 
certainly  rank  enough  to  require  respect.  Those  are 
the  sort  of  women  who  polish  a  young  man  the  most^ 
and  who  give  him  that  habit  of  complaifjance,  and 
that  flexibility  and  versatility  of  mannere,  whit-li  prove 
of  great  use  to  him  with  men,  and  in  the  course  of 
business. 

You  must  always  expect  to  hear  more  or  less  from 
me  upon  that  importjiut  subject  of  manners,  graces. 
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address,  and  that  undefinable^V  ne  ff;ai8  (pwi  that  ever 
pleases.  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  you  want  noth- 
ing else ;  hut  I  have  reason  to  fear,  too,  that  you  want 
these;  and  that  want  will  keep  you  |X)or,  iu  the  midst 
of  all  the  plenty  of  knowledge  which  you  may  have 
treasured  up.     Adieu  I 


Loodon,  November  8,  0.  B.  1749. 

Dear  Boy, 

Fbom  the  time  that  you  have  had  life,  it  has  been 
the  principal  and  favourite  object  of  mine  to  make 
you  as  perfect  as  the  imperfections  of  human  nature 
will  allow ;  iu  this  view  I  have  grudged  no  pains  uor 
expense  in  your  education  ;  convinced  that  education, 
more  than  nature,  is  the  cause  of  that  great  difference 
which  we  see  iu  the  characters  of  men.  While  you 
were  a  child,  I  endeavoured  to  form  your  heart  habit- 
ually to  virtue  and  honour,  before  your  understand- 
ing was  capable  of  showing  you  their  beauty  and 
utility.  Those  principles  which  you  then  got,  like 
your  grammar  rules,  only  by  rote,  are  now,  I  am  \y&T~ 
fiuaded,  fixed  and  confirmed  by  reason.  And  indeed 
they  are  so  plaiu  and  clear,  that  they  require  but  a 
very  moderate  degree  of  undei-sUmding,  either  to  com- 
prehend or  practise  tbera.  Lord  Shaftesbury  saya, 
very  prettily,  that  he  would  be  virtuous  for  liis  own 
sake,  tliough  nobo<ly  were  to  know  it ;  an  he  would  be 
clean  for  his  own  sake,  though  nobody  were  to  see 
him.  I  have  therefore,  since  you  have  had  the  use  of 
your  reason,  never  written  to  you  u|>on  thoise  subjects; 
they  speak  best  for  tlieraselves ;  and  I  should  now  just 
as  soon  think  of  warning  you  gravely  not  to  fall  into 
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the  ilirt  or  the  fire,  as  into  dishonour  or  vice.  This 
view  of  mine  I  consider  as  fully  attained.  My  next 
object  was  sound  and  useful  learning.  My  own  care 
firyt,  Mr.  Harte's  afterwards,  and  of  late  (I  will  own 
it  to  your  praise)  your  own  application,  have  more 
than  answered  my  expectationa  in  that  particular,  and, 
I  have  reason  to  believe,  will  answer  even  my  wishes. 
All  that  remains  for  me  then  to  wish,  to  recommend, 
to  inculcate,  to  order,  and  to  insist  upon,  is  good- 
breeding;  without  which  all  your  other  qualifications 
will  be  lame,  unadorned,  and,  to  a  certain  degree,  un- 
availing. And  here  I  fear,  and  have  too  much  reason 
to  believe,  that  you  are  greatly  deficient.  The  remain- 
der of  this  letter,  therefore,  shall  be  (and  it  will  not 
be  the  last  by  a  great  many)  upon  that  subject. 

A  friend  of  yours  and  mine  has  very  justly  defined 
good-breeding  to  be,  Oie  result  of  much  good-sense^ 
gome  (/fiofl'TKtture,  and  a  little  gulf-denial  for  ike  sake 
of  othcrSf  atid  with  a  view  to  obtain  the  same  indul' 
gence  from  them.  Taking  this  for  granted,  (as  1 
think  it  cannot  be  disputetl,)  it  Is  astonishing  to  rae 
that  anybody  who  has  good-sense  and  good-nature 
(and  I  believe  you  have  both)  can  essentially  fail  in 
good-breeding.  As  to  the  modes  of  it,  indeed,  they 
vary  according  to  persons,  places,  and  circumstances, 
and  are  only  to  be  acquired  by  observation  and  ex- 
perience; but  the  substance  of  it  is  everywhere  and 
eternally  the  same.  Good  manners  are,  to  particular 
societies,  what  good  morals  are  to  society  in  general, 
— their  cement  and  their  security.  And  as  laws  are 
enacted  to  enforce  good  moi-als,  or  at  least  to  prevent 
the  ill  effects  of  bad  ones,  so  there  are  certain  rules  of 
civility,  universally  implied  and  received,  to  enforce 
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good  manners^  and  punish  bad  ones.  And  indeed 
there  seems  to  me  to  be  less  difference,  both  between 
the  crimes  and  punishment?,  tlmn  at  first  one  would 
imagine.  The  immoral  man,  who  invades  another's 
property,  is  justly  hanged  for  it ;  and  the  ill-bred 
niau  who,  bv  Iiis  ill  manners  invades  and  disturlw  tlie 
quiet  and  comforte  of  private  life,  is  by  common  con- 
sent as  justly  banished  society.  Mutual  complai- 
sances, attentions,  and  sacrifices  of  little  conveniencies, 
are  as  natural  an  implied  compact  between  civilised 
people,  as  protection  and  obedience  are  between  Kings 
and  subjects;  wlioever  in  either  case  violates  that 
compact,  justly  forfeits  all  advantages  arising  from  it, 
For  my  own  part,  I  really  think,  that,  next  to  the 
consciousness  of  doing  a  good  action,  that  of  doing  & 
civil  one  is  the  most  pleasing ;  and  the  epitliet  which 
I  should  covet  the  most,  next  to  that  of  Aristides, 
would  be  that  of  well-bred.  Thus  much  for  good- 
breeding  in  general ;  I  will  now  consider  some  of  the 
vanous  motlea  and  degrees  of  it. 

Very  few,  scarcely  any,  are  wanting  in  the  respect 
which  they  should  show  to  those  whom  ihey  acknowl- 
edge to  lie  infinitely  their  superiors;  such  as  crowned 
heads,  princes,  and  ])uhlic  persona  of  distinguished 
and  eminent  post^.  It  Is  the  manner  of  showing  that 
respect  which  is  different.  The  man  of  fashion,  and 
of  the  world,  expresses  it  in  its  fullest  extent;  but 
naturally,  easily,  and  without  concern;  whereas  a 
man  who  ia  not  used  to  keep  good  company,  expresses 
it  awkwardly  ;  one  sees  that  he  is  not  u.scd  to  it,  and 
that  it  costs  him  a  great  deul ;  but  J  never  saw  the 
worst  bretl  man  living  guilty  of  lolling,  whistling, 
acraieliiug  his  head,  and  such  like  indecencies,  iu  com- 
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pany  that  he  respected.  In  such  companies,  there- 
fore, the  only  point  to  be  attended  to  is,  to  show  that 
respect,  which  evei-ybody  means  to  show,  in  an  easy, 
UQemharras8e<l,  and  graceful  manner.  This  is  what 
observation  and  experience  must  teach  you. 

In  mixed  comptinies,  whoever  is  admitted  to  make 
part  of  them,  is,  for  tlie  time  at  least,  supposed  to  he 
upon  a  footing  of  equality  with  the  rest ;  and,  conse- 
quently, as  there  is  no  one  principal  object  of  awe 
and  respect,  people  are  apt  to  take  a  greater  latitude 
in  their  behaviour,  and  to  be  less  upon  their  guard ; 
and  so  they  may,  provided  it  be  within  certain  bounds, 
which  are  u|)on  no  occasion  to  be  transgressed.  But, 
Upon  these  occasions,  though  no  one  is  entitled  to 
distinguished  marks  of  resjject.  every  one  claims,  and 
very  justly,  every  mark  of  civility  and  good-bi'eeding. 
Kase  is  allowed,  but  carelessness  and  negligence  are 
strictly  forbidden.  If  a  man  accosts  you,  and  talks 
to  you  ever  so  dully  or  frivolously,  it  is  worse  than 
rudeuetjd,  it  is  brutality,  to  show  him,  by  a  manifest 
inattention  to  what  he  says,  that  you  think  him  a  fool 
or  a  blockhead,  and  not  worth  hearing.  It  is  much 
more  so  with  regard  to  women,  who,  of  whatever  rank 
they  are,  are  entitled,  in  consideration  of  their  sex, 
not  only  to  an  attentive,  but  an  officious  good-breed- 
ing from  men.  Their  little  wants,  likingt?,  dislikes, 
pi'efercnces,  antipathies,  fancies,  whims,  and  even  im- 
pertinencies,  must  be  officiously  attended  to,  flattered, 
and,  if  possible,  guessed  at  and  anticipateil  by  a  well- 
bred  man.  You  must  never  usurp  to  yourself  those 
conveniencics  ajid  agrhnena  which  are  of  common 
right — such  as  the  best  places,  the  best  dishes,  &c. ; 
but,  on  the  contrary,  always  decline  them  yourself. 
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and  offer  tliein  to  others,  who,  in  their  turns,  will 
offer  them  to  you ;  so  that,  upon  the  whole,  you  will 
in  your  turn  enjoy  your  share  of  the  common  right. 
It  would  be  endless  for  me  to  enumerate  all  the  par- 
ticular instances  Jn  which  a  well-bred  man  shows  his 
good-breeding  in  good  company :  and  it  would  be  in- 
jurious to  you  to  suppose  that  your  own  good-sense 
will  not  point  them  out  to  you ;  and  then  your  owu 
good-nature  will  recommend,  and  yonr  self-interest 
enforce,  the  practice. 

There  is  a  third  sort  of  good-breeding,  in  which 
people  are  the  most  apt  to  fail,  from  a  very  mistaken 
notion  that  tUey  cannot  fail  at  all :  I  mean,  with  re- 
gard to  one's  most  familiar  friends  and  acquaintances, 
or  those  who  really  are  our  inferiors;  and  there,  un- 
douhtedly,  a  greater  degree  of  ease  is  not  only  allowed, 
but  proper,  and  contributes  much  to  the  comforts  of  a 
private,  social  life.  But  that  ease  and  freedom  liave 
their  bounds  too,  which  must  by  no  means  be  violated. 
A  certain  degree  of  negligence  and  carelessness  be- 
comes injurious  and  insulting,  from  the  real  or  sup- 
posed inferiority  of  tlie  persons;  and  that  delightful 
liberty  of  conversation  among  a  few  friends  is  soon 
destroyed,  as  liberty  often  has  been,  by  being  carried 
to  licentiousness.  But  example  explains  things  best, 
and  I  will  put  a  pretty  strong  case.  Suppose  yon 
and  me  alone  together — I  believe  you  will  allow  that 
I  have  as  good  a  right  to  unlimited  freedom  in  your 
company,  aa  either  you  or  I  can  possibly  have  in  any 
otlter ;  and  I  am  apt  to  believe,  too,  that  you  would 
indulge  me  in  that  free<lora  as  far  aa  anybody  would. 
But,  notwithstanding  thiii,  do  you  imagine  that  I 
should  Uiink  there  were  no  bounds  to  that  freedom  ? 
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I  fissure  you,  I  shouM  not  think  so;  and  I  take  my- 
self to  be  as  uiucli  tied  down  by  a  certain  degree  of 
good  manners  to  you,  as  by  other  degrees  of  them  to 
other  people.  Were  I  to  show  you,  by  a  manifest 
inattention  to  what  you  @aid  to  me,  that  I  was  think- 
ing of  something  else  the  whole  time — were  I  to  yawn 
extremelj',  snore,  or  break  wind,  in  your  company,  I 
should  think  that  I  behaved  myself  to  you  like  a 
beast,  and  slionld  not  expect  that  you  would  care  to 
frequent  me.  No.  The  most  familiar  and  intimate 
habitudes,  connections,  and  friendsliips,  require  a  de- 
gree of  good-breeding,  both  to  preserve  and  cement 
them.  If  ever  a  man  and  his  wife,  or  a  man  and  his 
mistress,  who  pass  nights  as  well  as  days  together, 
absolutely  lay  aside  all  good-breeding,  tl»eir  intimacy 
will  soon  degenerate  into  a  coarse  familiarity,  infal- 
libly productive  of  contempt  or  disgust.  The  best  of 
U)i  have  our  bad  sides;  and  it  is  as  imprudent  as  it  is 
ill-bred  to  exhibit  them.  I  shall  certainly  not  use 
ceremony  with  you ;  it  would  be  misplaced  between 
us ;  but  I  shall  certainly  observe  that  degree  of  good- 
breeding  with  you,  which  is,  in  the  first  place,  decent, 
and  which,  I  am  sure,  is  absolutely  necessary  to  make 
us  like  one  another's  company  long. 

I  will  say  no  more  now  upon  this  important  subject 
of  good-breeding,  upon  which  I  have  already  dwelt 
too  long,  it  may  be,  for  one  letter,  and  upon  which  I 
shall  frequently  refresh  your  memory  hereafter ;  but 
I  will  conclude  with  these  axioms: — 

That  the  deepest  learning,  without  good-breeding, 
is  unwelcome  and  tiresome  pedantry,  and  of  use  no- 
where but  in  a  man's  own  cloeet — and,  consequently, 
of  little  or  no  use  at  all. 
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That  a  man,  who  is  not  perfectly  well-bred,  is  unfit 
for  gootl  coui|Kmy,  hiuI  unwelcome  in  it;  will  conse- 
quently diBlike  it  soon,  afterwards  renounce  it;  and 
be  reduced  to  solitude,  or  (what  is  worse)  low  and  bad 
comi)any. 

That  a  man,  who  is  not  well-bred,  is  full  as  unfit  for 
business  as  for  company. 

Make  then,  my  dear  child,  I  conjure  yon,  good- 
breeding  the  gi-eat  object  of  your  thoughts  and  actions, 
at  least  half  the  day.  Observe  carefully  the  bchavionr 
and  manners  of  those  who  are  distinguished  by  llieir 
goo<l-breeding;  imitate,  nay,  endeavour  to  excel,  that 
you  may  at  least  reach  them  ;  aud  be  convinced  that 
gowi-breeding  is,  to  all  worldly  qualifications,  what 
charity  is  to  all  Christian  virtues.  Observe  how  it 
adorns  merit,  and  how  often  it  covers  the  want  of  it. 
May  you  wear  it  to  adorn,  aud  not  to  cover  you  I 

Adieu ! 

London,  Norember  14,  0.8.  1749. 

Deab  Boy, 

There  is  a  natural  good-breeding  which  occurs  to 
every  man  of  common  sense,  and  is  practised  by  every 
man  of  common  good-nature.  Tliis  good-breeding  is 
general,  independent  of  modes,  an<l  consists  in  endeav- 
ours to  please  and  oblige  our  fellow-creatures  by  all 
good  offices  short  of  moral  duties.  Tiiis  will  be  prac- 
tiscil  by  agootl-naturetl  American  savage  as  essonlially 
as  by  the  best  bred  Kuro{>eiin.  But,  then,  I  do  not  take 
it  to  extend  to  the  sacrifice  of  our  own  conveuieuces 
for  the  sake  of  other  jieople's.  Utility  introduced 
this  sort  of  good-breeding  as  it  introduced  commerce, 
and  established  n  truck  of  the  little  ajrSvwrm  nod 
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pleiisures  of  life.  I  Biicrifice  such  a  coiivenieuey  to 
you, you  wicrifice another  to  me;  ihla  commerce circu- 
hites,  nnd  every  individual  finds  his  account  in  it  upon 
the  whole.  The  third  sort  of  good-breeding  is  local, 
and  iH  variouHly  modified,  in  not  only  difleront  coun- 
tries, but  in  different  towns  of  the  same  country.  But 
it  must  be  founded  upon  the  two  former  sorts :  they 
are  the  matter  to  which,  in  this  case,  fosiiion  and 
custom  only  give  the  different  shapes  and  impressions. 
Whoever  has  the  two  first  sorts  will  easily  acquire  this 
thirtl  sort  of  g^wd-hreeding,  which  defiends  singly 
upon  attention  and  observation.  It  is,  properly,  the 
polish,  the  lustre,  the  last  finishing  strokes  of  good- 
breeding.  It  is  to  be  found  only  in  capitals,  and  even 
tliere  it  varies;  the  good-breeding  of  Rome  differing 
in  some  things  from  that  of  Paris ;  that  of  Paris,  in 
others,  from  that  of  Madrid  ;  and  that  of  Madrid,  in 
many  things,  from  that  of  London.  A  man  of  sense, 
therefore,  carefully  attends  to  the  local  manners  of  the 
respective  places  where  he  is,  and  takes  for  his  models 
those  persons  whom  he  observes  to  be  at  the  head  of 
the  fashion  and  good-breeding.  He  watches  how  they 
address  themselves  to  their  superiors,  how  they  accost 
their  equals,  and  how  they  treat  their  inferiors ;  and 
lers  none  of  tliose  little  niceties  escape  him ;  which  are 
to  gond-brccdiug  what  tlie  last  delicate  and  masterly 
touches  are  to  a  good  picture ;  and  of  which  the  vulgar 
have  no  notion,  hut  by  which  good  jmlges  distinguish 
the  master.  He  attends  even  to  their  air,  dress,  and 
motions,  and  imitates  tliem  liberally,  and  not  servilely; 
he  copies,  but  does  not  mimic.  These  personal  gnu^es 
are  of  very  great  consequence;  they  anticipate  the 
sentimeuts  before  merit  can  engage  the  understanding; 
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they  captivate  the  heart,  and  give  rise,  I  believe,  to  the 
extravagant  notions  of  charms  and  philters.  Their 
effects  were  so  surprising  that  they  were  reckoned 
sapematural.  The  meet  graceful  and  best  bred  men, 
and  tlie  handsomest  and  genteelest  women,  give  tiie 
most  jOiihers;  an<l,  as  I  verily  believe,  without  the 
least  assistance  of  the  devil.  Pray  be  not  only  well- 
dressetl,  but  shining  in  your  dress ;  let  it  have  du  bril- 
lanl :  I  do  not  mean  l»y  a  clumsy  load  of  gold  and 
silver,  but  by  the  Uiste  and  fashion  of  it.  Women 
like  and  require  it;  they  think  it  an  attention  due  to 
them :  but  on  the  other  hand,  if  your  motions  and 
carriage  are  not  graceful,  genteel,  and  natural,  yotir 
fine  clothes  will  only  display  your  awkwardness  the 
more,  liut  I  am  unwilling  to  supfxise  you  still  awk- 
ward ;  for  surely  by  this  time  you  must  have  catched 
a  good  air  in  good  company.  When  you  went  from 
hence  you  were  not  natundly  awkward;  but  your 
awkwanhiess  was  adventitious  and  Westmoniwterial. 
Leipsig,  I  apprehend,  is  not  the  seat  of  the  Graces ; 
and  I  presume  you  acquired  none  there.  But  now,  if] 
you  will  be  pleased  to  observe  what  people  of  the  first 
fashion  do  with  their  legs  and  arras,  heads  and  bodiee, 
you  will  reduce  yours  to  certain  decent  laws  of  motion. 
You  danced  pretty  well  here,  and  ought  to  dance  very 
well  before  you  come  home ;  for  what  one  is  obligeil  to 
do  sometimea  one  ought  to  be  able  to  do  well.  Bcf^ides, 
la  belle  dajue  donne  du  brilhnt  d,  un  jcune  homme. 
And  you  should  endeavour  to  shine.  A  calm  serea- 
ity,  negative  merit  and  graces,  do  not  become  your  age. 
You  sliouhl  be  alcrle^  adroit,  vif;  l>e  wanted,  talked 
of,  impatiently  expected,  and  unwillingly  parted  with 
in  company.     1  should  be  glad  to  hear  half  a  dozen 
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women  of  faaliioii  say,  Oit  at  done  le  petit  Stanhope  f 
Que  ne  vieni'ilt  H  faul  avouer  qu'il  e;ft  aimable. 
All  this  I  do  not  mean  singly  with  regard  to  women 
as  the  principal  object;  but  with  regard  to  men,  and 
with  a  view  of  your  making  yourself  considerable. 
For,  with  very  small  variations,  the  same  things  that 
please  women  please  men :  and  a  man  whose  manners 
are  softened  and  ivoUshed  by  women  of  fashion,  and 
who  is  formed  by  them  to  an  habitual  attention  and 
complaisance,  will  please,  engage,  and  connect  men, 
much  easier  and  more  than  he  would  otherwise.  You 
must  be  sensible  tliat  you  cannot  rise  in  the  world 
without  forming  connections  and  engaging  different 
characters  to  conspire  in  your  point.  You  must  make 
them  your  dependents  without  their  knowing  it,  and 
dictate  to  them  while  you  seem  to  be  directed  by  them. 
Those  necessary  connections  can  never  be  formed  or 
preserved  but  by  an  uninterrupted  series  of  com- 
plaisance, attentions,  politeness,  and  some  constraint. 
You  must  engage  their  hearts  if  you  would  have 
their  support;  you  must  watch  the  viollia  iempora^ 
and  captivate  them  l>y  the  affrhnens,  and  charms  of 
-conversation.  People  will  not  be  called  out  to  your 
'service  only  when  you  want  them  ;  and,  if  you  expect 
to  receive  sti-cngth  from  them,  they  must  receive  either 
pleasure  or  advantage  from  you. 

1  received  in  this  instant  a  letter  from  Mr.  Harte, 
of  the  2d,  N.  S.,  which  T  will  answer  soon ;  in  the 
mean  time  I  return  him  my  thanks  for  it,  through 
you.  The  constant  good  accounts  which  he  gives  me 
of  you  will  make  me  suspect  him  of  partiality,  and 
think  him  le  mcdccin  tant  mieux.  Consider,  there- 
fore, what  weight  any  future  deposition  of  his  against 
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you  must  necessarily  have  with  me;  as,  in  that  easei 
he  will  be  a  very  unwilling,  he  mudt  couigequently  be 
a  very  imjxtrtiint  witness.     AJieuI 


Dear  Boy, 

Mt  last  was  upon  the  subject  of  good-breeding; 
bat,  I  think,  it  rather  set  before  you  the  unfitness  and 
disadvantHgeti  of  xll-breediug,  than  the  utility  and 
necessity  of  good :  it  wiis  rather  negative  limn  posi- 
tive. This,  therefore,  shall  go  further,  and  explain 
to  you  the  necessity,  which  you,  of  all  people  living, 
lie  under,  not  only  of  being  poaitively  actively  well- 
bred,  but  of  shining  and  distinguishing  yourself  by 
your  good-breeding.  Consider  your  own  situation  in 
every  particular,  and  judge  whether  it  is  not  essentially 
your  interest,  by  your  own  good-breeding  to  others,  toi 
secure  theirs  to  you  :  and  that,  let  me  assure  you,  iaj 
the  only  way  of  doing  it;  for  people  will  repay,  and 
with  intercut  too,  inattention  with  inattention,  neglect 
with  neglect,  and  ill  manners  with  worse;  which  mayi 
engage  you  in  very  disagreeable  aft'airs.  In  the  next! 
place,  your  profession  requires,  more  than  any  other, 
the  nicest  and  most  distinguished  good-breeding.  You 
will  negotiate  with  very  little  success,  if  you  do  not,< 
previously,  by  your  manners,  conciliate  and  engage 
the  affections  of  those  with  whom  you  are  to  negotiate. 
Can  you  ever  get  into  tlie  confidence  and  tlie  secrets 
of  Uie  Courts  where  you  may  liappen  to  resitle,  if  you 
have  not  those  ploaaing,  iusiuuuting  maruicr^,  which 
alone  can  procure  tliem  ?  Upon  my  word,  I  do  not 
my  loo  much,  when  I  say,  that  superior  good-brewl- 
iug,  insinuating  manners,  and  genteel   address, 
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hair  your  business.  Your  knowledge  will  have  but 
very  little  influence  upon  the  mind,  if  your  raaunere 
prejudice  tl»e  heart  against  you ;  but,  on  the  other 
hand,  how  easily  will  you  dupe  the  understanding, 
where  you  have  first  engaged  the  lieart!  and  liearts 
are  by  no  means  to  be  gained  by  that  mere  common 
civility  which  everybody  practises.  Bowing  again  to 
those  who  bow  to  you,  answering  drily  those  who 
speak  to  you,  and  saying  nothing  offensive  to  any- 
lx)dy,  is  such  negative  good -breeding,  that  it  is  only 
not  being  a  bruto;  as  it  would  be  but  a  very  poor 
commendation  of  any  man's  cleanliness,  to  say,  that 
he  did  not  stink.  It  is  an  active,  cheerful,  officious, 
seducing  good -breeding,  that  must  gain  you  the  good- 
will and  first  sentiments  of  the  men,  and  the  affections 
of  the  wonieu.  You  must  carefully  watch  and  attend 
to  their  passions,  tbclr  tastes,  their  little  humours  and 
weaknesses,  and  aller  au  devant.  You  must  do  it,  at 
the  same  time,  with  alacrity  and  empressement,  aud 
not  as  if  you  graciously  condescended  to  humour  their 
weakneases. 

For  instance,  suppose  you  invited  anybody  to  dine 
or  sup  with  you,  you  ought  to  recollect  if  you  liad 
observed  that  they  had  any  favourite  dish,  and  take 
care  to  provide  it  for  them :  and,  when  it  came,  you 
sliould  tHiy,  You  seemed  to  me,  at  such  and  such  a 
■place,  to  give  thu  dish  a  preference^  and  therefore  I 
ordered  it.  This  is  the  wine  that  I  observed  you  liked, 
and  therefore  I  procured  some.  The  more  trifling 
tliese  things  are,  the  more  they  prove  your  attentiou 
for  tlic  jMirson,  and  are  consequently  the  more  engag- 
ing. Consult  your  own  breast,  and  recollect  Jiow 
these  little  attentions,  when  shown  you  by  others, 
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flatter  that  degree  of  self-Love  aud  vanity,  from  which 
no  man  living  is  i'ree.  Reflect  how  they  incline  and 
attract  you  to  that  person,  and  bow  you  are  propitiated 
afterwards  to  all  which  that  person  says  or  does.  The 
same  cauaes  will  have  the  same  effects  in  your  favour. 
"Women,  in  a  great  degree,  establish  or  destroy  every 
man's  reputation  of  good-breeding;  you  must,  there- 
fore, in  a  manner,  overwhelm  them  with  these  atten- 
tions: they  are  used  to  I  hem,  lliey  ciEpect  ihcm  ;  aud, 
to  do  them  justice,  they  commonly  requite  them.  You 
must  be  sedulous,  aud  rather  over-ofilicious  than  under, 
in  procuring  them  their  coaches,  their  chairs,  their 
conveniencies  in  public  places ;  not  see  wliat  you 
should  not  see;  and  rather  assist  where  you  cannot 
help  seeing.  Opportunities  of  showing  these  atten- 
tions present  tlieniselves  perpetually ;  but,  if  they  do 
not,  make  them.  As  Ovid  advises  his  Lover,  when 
he  sits  in  the  Oircus  near  his  mistress,  to  wipe  the 
dust  off  her  neck,  even  if  there  be  none:  Si  niillus, 
tamen  excuU  nullum.  Your  conversation  with  women 
should  always  be  respectful ;  but,  at  the  same  time, 
e^'ou^,  and  ulways  addressed  to  their  vanity.  Every- 
thing you  say  or  do,  should  convince  them  of  the 
regard  you  have  (whether  you  have  it  or  not)  for  their 
beauty,  their  wit,  or  their  merit.  Men  have  possibly 
as  much  vanity  as  women,  though  of  another  kind ; 
and  both  art  and  good-hrceding  require,  chat,  instead 
of  mortifying,  yon  should  please  and  flatter  it,  by 
words  and  looks  of  approbation.  Suppose  (which  ia 
hy  no  means  improbable)  that, at  your  return  to  Eng- 
land. I  should  place  you  near  the  person  of  some  one 
of  the  Royal  Family;  in  that  situation,  gootl-breed- 
ing,  engaging  address,  adorned   witli  all   tlie  gracos 
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that  dwell  at  Courts,  would  very  probably  make  you  a 
tavourlte,  and,  from  a  favourite,  a  Minister:  but  all  the 
kuowlcdgo  and  learning  in  tlio  world,  without  them, 
never  would.  The  penetration  of  Princes  seldom  goes 
deeper  than  the  surface.  It  is  the  exterior  that  always 
engages  their  hearts ;  and  I  would  never  advise  you  to 
give  yourself  much  trouble  about  their  understandings. 
Princes  in  general  (I  mean  those  PorphyrogeneU* 
who  are  born  and  bred  in  purple)  are  about  the  pilch 
of  women  ;  bred  up  like  them,  and  are  to  be  addressed 
and  gained  in  the  same  manner.  They  always  see, 
they  seldom  weigh.  Your  lustre,  not  your  solidity, 
nnist  take  them  ;  your  inside  will  afterwards  support 
and  secure,  what  your  outside  lias  acquii-ed.  With 
weak  people  (and  they  undoubtedly  are  three  parts  in 
four  of  mankind),  good-breeding,  address,  antl  man- 
ners, are  everything;  they  can  go  no  deeper:  but  let 
me  assure  you,  that  they  are  a  great  deal  even  with 
people  of  the  best  understandings.  Where  the  eyes 
are  not  pleased,  and  the  heart  is  not  Battered,  the 
mind  will  be  apt  to  stand  out.  Ee  this  right  or 
wrong,  I  confess,  I  am  so  made  myself.  Awkwardness 
and  ill-breeding  shock  me  to  that  degree,  tliat,  where 
I  meet  with  them,  I  cannot  liud  in  my  heart  to  in- 
quire into  the  intrinsic  merit  of  that  person  ;  I  hastily 
decide  in  myself,  that  he  can  have  none ;  and  am  not 
sure,  I  should  not  even  be  sorry  to  know  that  he  had 

*  "  An  apurtmeat  of  tbe  Byzanlioe  poUce  wu  liued  with  porphyrj : 
"it  WHB  re^errt-'d  for  the  uae  of  the  pregnant  Empreasn,  and  the 
"  Koyal  birth  of  their  children,  wu  oxprmed  by  the  apitellatioa  of 
"  JtirphyrogeniU,  or  Bom  in  the  Purple-  Several  of  Lbo  Roman 
"princes  had  beeti  blewied  with  au  heir;  but  thi«  peculiar luniame 
"wiui  fimt  applied  to  ConsliDtine  the  Seventh."  [A.D.  911.) — 
Uibbon'ii  Decline  and  Fall,  ch.  xlviii.  vol.  9,  p.  67,  ed.  1820. 
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any.  I  often  paint  you  in  my  imagination,  in  your 
present  lontanaiiza;  and,  wLile  1  view  you  in  the 
light  of  ancient  and  modern  learning,  useful  and 
ornamental  knowledge,  I  am  charmed  with  the 
prosjx'ct :  but  when  I  view  you  in  another  light,  and 
represent  you  awkward,  ungraceful,  ill-bred,  with 
vulgar  air  and  maimers,  shambling  towards  me  with 
inattention  and  dUtracti&iut,  I  shall  not  pretend  to 
describe  to  vou  what  I  feel;  but  will  do  i\a  a  skilful 
painter  did  formerly,  draw  a  veil  before  ihe  counte- 
nance of  the  father. 

I  dare  say  you  know  already  enough  of  Architect- 
ure, to  know  that  the  Tuscan  is  the  strongest  and 
most  solid  of  all  the  Orders;  but,  at  the  same  time,  it 
is  the  coarsest  and  clumsiest  of  them.  Its  solidity 
does  extremely  well  for  the  foundation  and  base  ilooH 
of  a  great  edifice ;  but  if  the  whole  building  be  Tus- 
can, it  will  attract  no  eyes,  it  will  stop  no  passengers, 
it  will  invite  no  interior  examination ;  people  will 
take  it  for  gmnted,  that  the  finishing  and  furnishing 
cannot  be  worth  seeing,  where  the  front  is  ao  unadorned 
and  clumsy.  But  if,  upon  the  solid  Tuscan  founda- 
tion, tl»e  Doric,  the  Ionic,  and  the  Corinthian  Orders 
rise  gradually  witli  all  their  beauty,  proj>ortions,  and 
ornaments,  the  fabric  seizes  the  roost  incurious  ey< 
and  stojie  the  most  careless  passenger ;  who  sohcits  ad- 
mission as  a  favour,  nay,  odcn  purchases  it.  Just  so 
will  it  fare  with  your  little  fabric,  which,  at  present,  I 
fear,  has  more  of  the  Tuscan  than  of  the  Corinthiaa 
Order.  You  must  absolutely  change  the  whole  front, 
or  nobody  will  knock  at  the  door.  The  several  i>art«, 
which  must  compose  this  new  front,  are  elegant,  easy, 
natural,  su|>erior  good-breediiig ;  an  engaging  address ; 
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genteel  motiona;  an  iusinuotingsofbicsa  in  yourloolce, 
words,  and  actiuiis;  a  spruce',  lively  air;  i'asbionable 
dress;  and  all  tbe  glitter  tliat  a  young  fellow  should 
have. 

I  am  sure  you  would  do  a  great  deal  for  my  sake ; 
and  therefore  consider,  at  your  return  here,  what  a 
disappointment  and  concern  it  would  be  to  me,  if  I 
could  not  safety  depute  you  to  do  the  honours  of  my 
house  and  table;  and  if  I  should  be  ashamed  to  pre- 
sent yon  to  three  who  frequent  both.  Should  you  be 
awkward,  inattentive,  and  dUtraiit  and  happen  to 
meet  Mr.  L(ytteUon)*  at  my  table,  tlie  consequences  of 
that  meeting  must  be  fatal ;  you  would  run  your  heads 
against  each  other,  cut  each  other^s  fingers,  instead  of 
your  metit,  or  die  by  tlie  precipitate  infusion  of  scalding 
soup. 

This  is  really  so  copious  a  subject,  that  there  is  no 
end  of  being  either  serious  or  ludicrous  u[>ou  it.  It 
18  impossible,  too,  to  enumerate  or  state  to  you  the 
various  cases  in  good-breeding ;  they  are  infinite ;  there 
is  no  situation  or  relation  in  the  worlds  so  remote  or  bo 
intimate,  that  does  not  require  a  degree  of  it.  Your 
own  good-sense  must  point  it  out  to  you ;  your  own 
good-nature  must  incline,  and  your  interest  prompt 
you  to  practise  it;  and  observation  and  experience 
must  give  you  the  manner,  the  air,  and  the  graces, 
which  complete  the  whole. 

This  letter  will  hardly  overtake  you  till  you  are  at 
or  near  Rome.  I  expect  a  great  deal,  in  every  way, 
from  your  six  months'  stay  there.  My  morning  ho|>€a 
are  justly  placed  in  Mr.  Harte,  and  the  mastere  he 
will  give  you;  my  evening  ones,  in  the  Roman  ladies: 
*  See  the  precediog  letter  of  September  22, 1749. 


374 


LORD  CHESTERFZELD's   LETTERS 


pray  be  attentive  to  both.  But  I  must  hint  to  you, 
that  the  Koman  ladies  are  not  Ic^femmes  sgavantes,  el 
ne  V0U8  evibrasseronl  point  pour  tamour  da  Grec.* 
They  must  have  it  garhato,  it  leggiadrOj  il  dt^involto, 
il  hmngkiero,  quel  non  sd  che^  ehe  piace,  eke  alietlOy 
c/ie  xTicania, 

I  have  often  asserted,  that  the  profoundesL  learning, 
and  the  politest  manners,  were  by  no  means  incom- 
patible, though  80  seldom  found  united  in  the  same 
person ;  and  I  have  engaged  myself  to  exhibit  you  aa 
a  proof  of  the  truth  of  this  assertion.     Should  yon, 
instead  of  that,  happen  to  disprove  me,  the  concern 
indeed  will  be  mine,  but  the  loes  will  be  yours.     Lurcl 
Bolingbrokc  is  a  strong  instance  on  my  aide  of  the. 
question ;  he  joins,  to  the  deepest  erudition,  the  mostj 
elegant  politeness  and  good-breeding  that  ever  aayi 
courtier  and  man  of  the  world   was  adorned   with. 
And  Pope  very  justly  called  him  "all-accompliflhed 
8t.  John,"  with  regard  to  his  knowledge  and  his  man- 
ners.    He  had,  it  is  true,  his  faults;  which  proceeded; 
from  unbounded  ambition,  and  impetuous  pasdions ; 
but  they  have  now  subsided  by  age  and  experience  ; 
and  I  can  wish  you  nothing  better  than  to  be  what 
he  is  now,  without  being  what  he  has  becu  formerly. 
His  address  pre-engages,  his  eloquence  persuades,  and 
hia  knowledge  informs  all  who  approach  him.     Upoal 

*  An  ftUiuiaD  to  R  puuga  In  Uut  admirable  comodjr,  the  .RiiMiaic] 
Saennte*  of  Moli&re  (ftct  !H.  Acene  fi). 

"PHiLunid'e.    Qaoil    Uouieur  uit  du  Qrecl    Ah,  iwrmettet, 

de  grioe 
"Quo  pnur  Tamour  dn  Orcc,  Monitlear,  on  voua  embrmaae!" 
But  when  llie  turn  come*  to  HENaiUTTB,«heexcllda»lotbepeduit, 
^j  wut  auui  tanbmtffr, 
"  Excuaex  moi,  Muoaienrje  n'entenda  pu  le  Qracf* 
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the  whole,  I  do  desire,  and  insist,  tliat,  from  afler 
dinner  till  you  go  to  bed,  you  make  good-breeding, 
address,  and  manners,  your  serious  object  and  your 
only  care.  Without  them,  you  will  be  nobody ;  witli 
them,  you  may  be  anything. 

Adieu,  my  dear  child!     My  compliments  to  Mr. 
Harte. 


Loodou,  November  24,  0.  8. 1749. 

Beab  Bot, 
Evert  rational  being  (I  lake  it  for  granted)  pro- 
to  himself  some  object  more  important  than 
mere  respinition  and  obscure  animal  existence.     He 
desires  to  distinguish  himself  among  ]iis  fetlow-creat- 

Fnres ;  and,  alicui  negotio  inUntuSj  praclari  facinorisy 
ant  artis  bonce,famam  qucerit.  Ccesar,  when  embark- 
ing in  a  storm,  said,  that  it  was  not  necessary  he 
should  live;  hut  that  it  was  absolutely  necessary  he 
should  get  to  the  place  to  which  he  was  going.  And 
Pliny  leaves  mankind  this  only  alternative ;  either  of 
doing  what  deserves  to  be  written,  or  of  writing  what 

^deserves  to  be  read.  As  for  those  who  do  neither, 
torum  vilam  morUmqite  juxta  astumo ;  qu^niam  de 
uirdque  sikiur.  You  have,  I  am  convinced,  one  or 
both  of  these  objects  iu  view ;  but  you  must  know, 
and  use  the  necessary  means,  or  your  pursuit  will  bo 
vain  and  frivolous.     In  either  case,  sapere  est  prinoi^ 

pium  clfons;  but  it  is  by  no  means  all.  That  knowl- 
ledge  may  be  adorned,  it  must  have  lustre  as  well  as 
weight,  or  it  will  be  oftener  taken  for  Lead  than  for 
Gold.  Knowledge  you  have,  and  will  have:  I  am 
easy  upon  that  article.     But  my  business,  as  your 
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friend,  ia  not  to  cotupUraent  you  upon  what  you  li:ive, 
but  to  tell  you  with  freeduiu  what  you  want;  and  I 
must  tell  you  jilainly,  that  I  fear  you  want  everything 
but  knowledge. 

I  have  written  to  you  8o  often  of  late  upon  gowl— I 
breeding,  address,  les  viani^res  liantes,  the  Graces, 
&c,j  that  I  shall  confine  this  letter  to  another  subject, 
pretty  near  akin  to  them,  and  which,  I  am  sure,  you 
are  full  as  deficient  in — I  metm  style. 

Style  is  the  dress  of  thoughts ;  and  let  them  be  ever 
80  just,  if  your  style  is  liomely,  coai-se,  and  vulgar, 
they  will  appear  to  as  much  disadvantage,  and  be  as 
ill  received  as  your  person,  though  ever  so  well  pro- 
portioned, would,  if  dressed  in  rags,  dirt,  and  tatters. 
It  is  not  every  understaniliug  that  can  judge  of  mat^ 
ter,  but  every  ear  can  and  does  judge,  more  or  less,  of 
style ;  and  were  I  either  to  speak  or  write  to  the  pub- 
lic, I  should  prefer  moderate  matter,  adorned  with  all 
tlje  beauties  and  elegances  of  style,  to  the  strongest 
matter  in  the  world,  ill-worded,  and  ill-delivered. 
Your  business  is  negotiation  abroad,  and  oratory  in 
the  House  of  Commons  at  home.  What  figure  can 
you  make  in  either  case,  if  your  style  he  inelegant,  I 
do  not  say  bad?  Imagine  yourself  writing  an  office- 
letter  to  a  Secretary  of  State,  which  letter  ia  to  be  read 
by  the  whole  Cabinet  Council,  and  very  possibly  after- 
wards laid  before  Parliament ;  any  one  barbarism, 
solecism,  or  vulgarism  in  it  would,  in  a  very  few  days, 
circulate  through  the  whole  kingdom,  to  your  disgrace 
and  ridicule.  For  instance ;  I  will  suppose  you  had 
written  the  following  letter  from  the  Hague,  to  the 
Secretary  of  StiUe  at  London ;  and  leave  you  to  sup* 
poea  Iho  consequences  of  it. 
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My  Lord, 

I  Aarf,  last  night,  the  honour  of  your  Lordship's 
letter  of  the  24th ;  and  will  set  about  doing  the  orders 
containetl  therein;  and  if  to  he  that  I  can  get  that 
affau*  done  by  the  next  post,  I  will  not  fuil  for  to 
give  your  Lordship  an  account  of  it  by  next  post.  I 
have  told  the  French  Minister,  <«  kowy  that  if  that 
affair  be  not  soon  concluded,  your  Lordship  would 
think  it  all  long  of  him;  and  that  he  must  have 
n^lected  for  to  have  wrote  to  his  Court  about  it.  T 
moBt  beg  leave  to  put  your  Lordship  in  mind,  as  how, 
that  I  am  now  full  three  quarters  in  arrear;  and  if  so 
he  that  I  do  not  very  soon  i*eceive  at  least  one  half 
year,  I  shall  cut  a  very  had  figure  ;  for  this  here  place 
is  very  dear.  I  shall  be  vastly  beholden  to  your  Lord- 
ship for  tJiai  there  mark  of  your  favour;  and  so  I 
rest,  or  remain,    Your,  iSfcc. 


Xou  will  tell  me,  po&sibly,  that  this  is  a  caricatura 
of  an  illiberal  and  inelegant  style;  I  will  admit  it: 
but  assure  you,  at  the  same  time,  that  a  dispatch  with 
less  than  half  these  faults  would  blow  you  uji  for  ever. 
It  is  by  no  means  sufficient  to  be  free  from  faulta  in 
speaking  and  writing ;  you  must  do  both  correctly  and 
elegantly.  In  faults  of  this  kind,  it  is  not  ille  opii~ 
mus  qui  minimis  urgetur ;  but  he  is  anpardounble 
who  has  any  at  all,  because  it  is  his  own  fault:  he 
need  only  attend  to,  observe,  and  imitate  the  best 
authors. 

It  is  a  very  true  saying,  that  a  man  must  be  born  a 
poet,  but  that  he  may  make  himself  an  orator;  and 
the  very  first  principle  of  an  omtor  is,  to  speak  his 
own  language  particularly,  with  tlie  utmost  purity  and 
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elegancy-  A  mnn  will  be  forgiven,  even  great  errors, 
in  a  foreign  language;  but  in  his  own,  even  the  least 
slips  are  justly  laid  hold  of  and  ridiculed. 

A  person  of  the  House  of  Commons,  speaking 
two  years  ago  upon  naval  affairs,  asserted,  that  we 
bail  then  the  finest  navy  upon  tJie  face  of  the  yearth. 
This  Imppy  mixture  of  blunder  and  vulgarism,  you 
may  easily  imagine,  was  matter  of  immediate  ridi- 
cule; but  I  can  assure  you,  that  it  continues  so  still, 
and  will  be  remembered  as  long  as  he  lives  and 
speaks.  Another,  speaking  in  defence  of  a  gentle- 
man, upon  whom  a  censure  was  moved,  happily  said, 
that  he  thought  that  gentleman  was  more  llahU  to 
thanked  and  rewarded,  than  censured  You  know, 
I  presume,  that  liable  can  never  be  used  in  a  good 
sense. 

You  have  with  you  tliree  or  four  of  the  best  Eng* 
lish  autliors,  Dryden,  Atterbury,  and  Swift :  read  them 
with  the  utmost  care,  and  with  a  particular  view  to 
their  language;  and  they  may  possibly  correct  thatj 
curious  infelicily  of  diction  which  you  acquired  a( 
Westminster.     >Ir.  Harte  excepted,  I  will  admit  that) 
you   have  met  with  very  few  English  abroad,  whof 
couUl  improve  your  style ;  and  with  many,  I  dare  say, 
who  speak  as  ill  as  yourself,  and  it  may  be  worse ;  you 
must,  therefore,  take  the  more  pains,  and  consult  your 
authors,  and  Mr.  Harte,  the  more.     I  need  not  t«U 
you  how  attentive  the  Romans  and  Greeks,  |>articu-j 
larly  the  Athenians,  were  to  this  object.     It  is  also  ai 
study  among  the  Italians  and  the  French;  witneasl 
their  respective  academies  and  dictionaries,  for  im- 
proving and  fixing  their  languages.     To  our  shame  bo 
it  8j>oken,  it  is  less  attended  to  here  than  lu  any  polite 
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country ;  but  that  is  no  reason  why  you  should  not 
attend  to  it;  on  the  contrary,  it  will  distinguish  you 
the  more.  Cicero  says,  very  truly,  that  it  is  glorious 
to  excel  other  men  in  that  very  article,  in  which  men 
excel  brutes ;  speech. 

Constant  experience  lias  shown  me,  that  great  purity 
and  elegance  of  style,  with  a  gmceful  elocution,  cover 
a  multitude  of  faults,  in  either  a  speaker  or  a  writer. 
For  my  own  part,  I  confess  (and  I  believe  most  peo- 
ple are  of  my  mind)  that  if  a  speaker  should  ungrnce- 
fiilly  mutter  or  stammer  out  to  me  the  sense  of  an 
angel,  deformed  by  barbarisms  and  solecisms,  or  larded 
with  vulgarisms,  he  should  never  sjieuk  to  me  a  second 
time,  if  I  could  help  it.  (Jain  the  heart,  or  you  gain 
nothing;  the  eyes  and  the  ears  are  the  only  roads  to 
the  heart  Merit  and  knowledge  will  not  gain  liearts, 
though  they' will  secure  them  when  gained.  Pray 
have  that  truth  ever  in  your  mind.  Engage  the  eyes 
by  your  address,  air,  and  motions;  soothe  the  ears,  by 
the  elegancy  ami  harmony  of  your  diction  :  the  heart 
will  certainly  follow ;  and  the  whole  man,  or  woman, 
will  as  certainly  follow  the  heart.  I  must  repeat  it  to 
you,  over  and  over  again,  that,  witli  all  the  knowledge 
which  you  may  have  at  present,  or  hereflfler  acquire, 
and  with  all  the  merit  that  ever  man  had,  if  you  have 
not  a  graceful  address,  liberal  and  engaging  manners, 
a  preposse^ssing  air.  and  a  good  degree  of  eloquence  in 
flpeaking  and  writing,  you  will  be  nobody:  but  will 
■  liave  the  daily  mortiiication  of  seeing  people,  with  not 
one-tenth  part  of  your  merit  or  knowledge,  get  the 
start  of  you,  and  disgrace  you  both  in  company  and 
in  business. 

You  have  read  Quintilian ;  the  best  book  in  the 
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world  to  rorm  an  orator :  pray  read  CS.cero,  de  Cha^ 
tore ;  the  best  book  in  tUe  world  to  finiab  ooe.  Trana- 
late  and  retranslate,  from  and  to  Latin,  Greek,  and 
Eoglish ;  make  yonrsetf  a  pure  and  elegant  Kngllsh 
style:  it  requires  nothing  but  application.  I  do  not 
find  that  God  has  made  you  a  poet;  and  I  am  very 
glad  tliftt  he  has  not ;  therefore,  for  God's  eake,  make 
yourself  an  orator,  which  you  may  do.  ThougU  I 
still  call  you  boy,  I  consider  you  no  longer  as  such  ; 
and  when  I  reflect  upon  the  prodigious  quantity  of 
manure  tliat  has  been  laid  upon  you,  I  expect  you 
should  produce  more  at  eighteen,  than  uncultivated 
soils  do  at  eight-and-twenty. 

Pray  tell  Mr.  Harte  I  have  received  his  letter  of 
the  13th,  N.B.  Mr.  Smith  was  much  in  the  right, 
not  to  let  you  go,  at  this  time  of  the  year,  by  sea ;  in 
the  summer  you  may  navigate  aa  much  as  you  please: 
as  for  example ;  from  Leghorn  to  Genoa,  &c.     Adieu  t 


London,  November  26,  O.S.  1749. 

Deab  Boy, 

While  the  Koman  Republic  flourished,  while  glory 
was  i>ur8ued  and  virtue  practised,  and  wliile  even 
little  irregularities  and  indecencies,  not  cognizable  hj 
law,  were,  however,  not  thought  below  the  public  can. 
Censors  were  established,  discretion  ally  to  supply,  in 
particular  cases,  the  inevitable  defects  of  tlie  law, 
which  must  and  can  ouly  be  general.  This  employ- 
ment I  assume  to  myself,  witli  regard  to  your  little 
republic,  leaving  the  legislative  jwwer  entirely  to  Mr. 
Harte.     I  hope  aud  believe  that  he  will  seUlom,  or 
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rather  never,  have  occasion  to  exert  his  supreme  au- 
thority ;  aud  I  do  by  no  means  suspect  you  of  any 
faults  that  may  require  that  interposition.  But,  to  tell 
you  the  plain  truth,  I  am  of  opinion  that  my  censorial 
power  will  not  he  useless  to  you,  nor  a  sine-cure  to 
me.  The  sooner  you  make  it  both,  tlie  better  for  us 
both.  I  can  now  exercise  this  employment  only  upon 
hearsay,  or,  at  most,  written  evidence,  and  therefore 
shall  exercise  it  with  great  lenity  and  some  diiHdence; 
but  when  we  meet,  and  that  I  can  form  my  judgment 
upon  ocular  and  auricular  evidence,  I  shall  no  more 
let  the  least  impropriety,  indecorum,  or  irregularity 
pass  uncensured,  than  my  pretlecessor  Cato  did.  I 
shall  read  you  with  the  attention  of  a  critic,  not  with 
the  partiality  of  an  author;  different  in  this  respect, 
indeed,  from  most  critics,  that  I  shall  seek  for  faults 
only  to  correct,  and  not  to  expose  tliem.  I  have  oft,en 
thought,  and  still  think,  that  there  are  few  things 
which  people  in  general  know  less,  than  how  to  love 
aud  how  to  hate.  They  hurt  thoi-e  they  love,  by  a 
mistaken  indulgence — by  a  blindness,  nay,  often  a 
partiality  to  their  faults.  Where  they  hate,  they  hurt 
themselves,  by  ill-timed  passion  and  rage.  Fortu- 
nately for  you,  I  never  loved  you  in  that  mistaken 
manner;  from  your  infancy,  1  made  you  the  object  of 
my  most  serious  attention,  and  not  my  plaything ;  I 
consulted  your  real  good,  not  your  humours  or  fancies ; 
and  I  shall  continue  to  do  so  while  you  want  it,  which 
will  probably  be  the  case  during  our  joint  lives:  for, 
considering  the  dilTercnce  of  our  ages,  in  the  course 
of  nature,  you  will  hardly  have  acquired  experience 
enough  of  your  own  while  1  shall  be  in  a  condition  of 
lending  you  any  of  mine.     People  in  general  will 
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much  better  bear  being  toltl  of  their  vices  or  crimes 
tban  of  tlieir  liitle  failings  and  weaknesses.  Thc\%  in 
some  degree,  justify  or  excuse  (as  they  tliink)  the 
former,  by  strong  passions^  seduction,  and  artifices  of 
others;  but  to  be  told  of,  or  to  confess,  their  little 
failings  and  weaknesses,  implies  an  inferiority  of  parts 
too  mortifying  to  that  self-love  and  vanity  which  are 
inseparable  from  our  natures.  I  have  been  intimate 
enough  with  several  people  to  tell  them  that  they  had 
said  or  done  a  very  criminal  thing;  but  I  never  was 
intimate  enough  with  any  man  to  tell  him,  very  seri- 
ously, that  he  bad  said  or  done  a  very  foolish  one. 
Nothing  less  than  the  relation  between  you  and  rac 
can  possibly  authorise  that  freedom ;  but,  fortunately 
for  you,  my  parental  rights,  joiued  to  my  censorial 
powers,  give  it  mc  in  itfl  fullest  extent,  and  my  con- 
cern for  you  will  make  me  exert  it.  Rejoice,  there- 
fore, that  there  is  one  person  in  the  world  who  can 
and  will  tell  you  what  will  bo  very  useful  to  you  to 
know,  and  yet  what  no  other  man  living  could  or 
would  tell  you.  Whatever  1  shall  tell  you  of  this 
kind,  you  are  very  sure,  can  have  no  other  motive 
than  your  interest.  I  can  neither  be  jealous  nor 
envious  of  your  reputation  or  your  fortune,  which 
I  must  be  botli  desirous  and  proud  to  establisli 
and  promote:  I  cannot  be  your  rival,  either  in  love 
or  in  business;  on  the  oootrary,  I  want  the  rays 
of  your  rising  to  reflect  new  lustre  upon  my  setting 
light.  In  order  to  this,  I  shall  analyse  you  mi- 
nutely, and  censure  you  freely,  that  you  may  not 
(if  possible)  have  one  single  spot  when  in  your  me- 
ridian. 
There  is  nothing  that  a  young  fellow,  at  his  fiist 
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appearance  iu  the  world,  has  more  reason  to  dread, 
and,  coiiHequently,  should  take  more  paius  to  avoid, 
than  having  any  ridicule  fixed  upon  him.  It  de- 
grades him  with  the  most  reasonable  part  of  mon- 
kind,  but  it  ruins  him  with  the  rest ;  and  I  have 
known  many  a  man  undone  by  acquiring  a  ridiculous 
nick-nume:  I  would  not,  for  all  the  riches  in  the 
world,  that  you  should  acquire  one  when  you  return 
to  England.  Vices  and  crimes  excite  haired  and 
reproach ;  failings,  weaknesses,  and  awkwardnesses 
excite  ridicule;  they  are  laid  hold  of  by  mimics,  who, 
though  very  contemptible  wretches  themselves,  often, 
by  their  buffoonery,  fix  ridicule  upon  their  betters. 
The  little  defects  in  manners,  elocution,  address,  and 
air  (aud  eveu  of  figure,  though  very  unjustly),  are 
tlie  objects  of  ridicule,  and  tlie  causes  of  nick-names. 
You  cannot  imagine  the  grief  it  would  give  me,  and 
the  prejudice  it  would  do  you,  if,  by  way  of  distin- 
guishing you  from  otliers  of  your  name,  you  should 
happen  to  be  called  Muttering  Stanhope,  Absent 
Stanhope,  Ill-bred  Stanhope,  or  Awkward,  Left-legged 
Stanhope :  therefore,  take  great  care  to  put  it  out  of 
the  power  of  Ridicule  itself  to  give  you  any  of  thpse 
ridiculous  epithets;  for,  if  you  get  one,  it  will  stick  to 
you  like  the  envenomed  shirt.*  The  very  first  day 
that  I  see  you  I  shall  be  able  to  tell  you,  and  certainly 
shall  tell  you,  what  degree  of  danger  you  are  in  ;  and 
T  hope  that  my  admonitions,  as  Censor,  may  prevent 
the  censures  of  the  public.  Admonitions  are  always 
osefnl;  is  this  one,  or  not?  You  arc  the  best  judge. 
It  is  your  own  picture  which  I  send  you,  drawn  at  my 
request  by  a  lady  at  Venice :  pray  let  me  know  how 
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far,  in  your  conscience,  you  think  it  like,  for  there  un- 
some  parts  of  it  wliicli  I  wish  may,  and  others  whicli 
T  shouhl  be  sorry  were.    I  send  you,  literally,  the  copy 
of  that  part  of  her  letter  to  her  friend  here  which 
relates  to  you. 

Tell  Mr.  Ilarte  that  I  have  this  moment  received 
his  letter  of  the  22Dd,  N.  S.,  and  that  1  approve  eX' 
tremely  of  the  long  stay  you  have  made  at  Venice. 
T  love  long  residences  at  capitals;  running  post 
through  different  places  is  a  most  unprofitable  way  of 
travelling,  and  admits  of  no  application.      Adieu  I 


"Selon  vos  ordres,  j^al  soigneusement  examinfi  le 
"  jeune  Stanhope,  et  je  crois  I'avoir  approfoudi.  Eu 
"  vuici  le  jMjrtniit  que  je  crois  tr^-s  fidMe.  II  a  le 
"  visage  joli,  Tair  spiriluel,  et  le  regard  fin.  Sa  6gure 
"est  k  present  trop  quarr<5e,  mais  sMl  grandit,  comme 
"  il  eu  a  encore  et  le  tems  et  r^totfe,  elle  sera  bouue, 
"II  a  certainement  beaucoup  d'acquit,  et  on  in'aseure 
"qu'il  fifait  il  fond  les  languca  s^avantea.  Pour  Ic 
**  Fran^'ois,  je  s^'ais  qu'il  le  parle  parfaitement  bieu ; 
"et  Ton  dit  qu'il  en  est  de  m^me  de  I'Allemand.  Leoi 
"  questions  qu'il  fait  Hont  judicieuscs,  et  marqucDt 
"qu'il  cherche  ^  s'inatruire.  Je  ne  voue  diiiii  pas 
"  qu'il  cherche  autaut  h.  plaire ;  puisqu'il  jmroit  uf^gli- 
"ger  les  attentions  et  los  Graces.  H  se  pr^-sente  m&lr{ 
"et  n'a  rien  moins  que  I'air  et  la  tournnre  ais^  Dt 
"  noble  qu'il  lui  faudroit.  il  est  vrai  qu'il  est  encore 
"jeune  el  neuf,  de  aorte  qu'ou  a  lieu  d'esp^rer  que  ses^ 
"  exerciccs,  qu'il  n'a  pas  encore  faita,  et  la  bonne  com- 
"  paguie  oil  il  eat  encore  novice,  le  d*5erotteront,  et  lui 
"  Uonneront  tout  ce  qui  lui  manque  it  present.  Un 
**  arrangement  avec  queh^ue  femme  de  condition  ct  qui 
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a  da  raonde,  quelque  Madame  de  Lursay,*  eat  pr(> 
cie^jnent  ce  qu'il  lui  faut.  Enfin  j'oee  vous  assurer 
qn'il  a  tout  ceque  Monsieur  de  Choaterfield  ponrroit 
lui  souhaiter,  k  Texception  des  maniferes,  des  Graces, 
et  du  ton  de  la  bounecompagnie,  qu'il  prendra  sure- 
ment  avcc  le  terns,  et  Tusage  du  grand  monde.  Ce 
seroit  bieu  dommage  au  moins  qu'il  ne  les  prit  point, 
puistju'il  ra^rite  taut  de  les  avoir.  Et  voutt  g^avez 
bien  de  quelle  importance  elles  Bont.  Monsieur  eon 
Pcre  le  S9{ut  aussi,  lea  poss^dant  lui  rapine  comrae  il 
iait,  Bref,  si  le  petit  Stanliope  atxjuiort  U^  Graces, 
il  iia  loin,  je  vous  en  r6ponds;  si  non,  il  s'arretera 
'court  dans  une  belle  carri^re,  qu'il  pourroit  nutre- 
'  ment  fournir." 


You  see,  by  this  extract,  of  what  consequence  other 
people  think  these  things;  therefore,  I  ho()e  you  will 
no  longer  look  upon  them  as  trifles.  It  is  the  char- 
acter of  an  able  man  to  despise  little  things  in  great 
business ;  but  then  he  knows  what  things  arc  little, 
and  what  not.  He  does  not  suppose  things  little 
because  they  are  commonly  called  so;  but  by  the 
consequences  that  may  or  may  not  attend  them.  If 
gaining  people's  affections,  and  interesting  their  hearts 
in  your  favour,  be  of  consequence,  as  it  undoubtedly 
is,  he  knows  very  well  that  a  happy  concurrence  of 
ail  these,  commonly  called  little  things,  manners,  air, 
address,  graces,  Ac,  is  of  the  utmost  conset^uence, 
and  will  never  be  at  rest  till  he  has  acquired  them. 
The  world  is  taken  by  the  outside  of  things,  and  we 

*  tn  th]«  puBRge  the  trrit«r  alludes  to  the  characters  io  the  Effort- 
i«  du  Cteur  et  dr  FEtprit,  one  of  Cr£bil1on'tt  uoveli  thcD  much  io 
rttgu«,  but  now  with  better  tovte  eatirelj  forgotten. 
Vol.  I.  36 
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must  take  the  world  ae  it  is;  you  or  I  cannot  set  it 
right  I  know  at  this  time  a  man  of  great  quality 
and  Btatiou  who  has  not  the  parts  of  a  porter,  but 
raised  himself  to  the  station  he  is  in  singly  by  having 
a  graceful  figure,  jwlite  miinners,  and  an  engaging 
address;  which  by  the  way  he  only  acquired  by  habit, 
for  he  had  not  sense  enough  to  get  them  by  reflection. 
Parts  and  habit  should  conspire  to  complete  you :  you 
will  have  the  habit  of  good  company,  and  you  have 
reflection  in  your  power. 


London,  December  6,  O.  S.  1749. 

Dear  Boy, 

Those  who  suppose  that  men  in  general  act  ration- 
ally because  they  are  called  rational  creatures,  know 
Tery  little  of  the  world;  and,  if  they  act  themeeUM 
upon  that  supposition,  will,  nine  times  in  ten,  find 
themselves  grossly  mistaken.  That  man  is  animal 
bipes,  implume,  rmHle,  I  entirely  agree;  but,  for  the 
rationale,  I  can  oidy  allow  it  him  in  aclu  prittw  {U 
talk  logic),  and  seldom  in  actu  secundo.  Thus  the 
speculative  cloistered  pedant  in  his  solitary  cell  forms 
systems  of  things  as  they  should  he,  not  as  they  are; 
and  writes  as  decisively  and  absurdly  upon  war,  poli- 
tics, manners  and  characters,  as  that  pedant  talked 
who  was  so  kind  ns  to  instruct  Hannibal  in  tlie  art  of 
war.  Such  closet  politicians  never  fail  to  assign  the 
deepest  motives  for  the  most  trifling  actions,  instead 
of  often  ascribing  the  greatest  actions  to  the  most 
trifling  causes,  iu  which  they  would  be  much  seldomer 
mistaken.  They  read  and  write  of  Kings,  heroes,  and 
statesmen,  as  never  doing  anything  but  upon  the  dcep». 
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eat  principles  of  sound  policy.  But  those  wlio  see 
and  observe  Kings,  heroes,  and  statesmen,  discover 
that  they  have  headiicli8,  indigestions,  humours  and 
passions,  just  like  otlier  people;  every  one  of  which 
in  their  turns  determine  tbeir  wills  in  defiance  of 
their  rejison.  Had  we  onlv  read  in  the  Life  of  Alex- 
auder  that  he  burnt  PersepoHs,  it  would  doubtless 
have  been  accounted  for  from  deep  policy :  we  should 
have  been  told,  that  his  new  conquest  could  not  have 
been  secured  without  the  destruction  of  that  capital, 
which  wouhl  have  been  the  constant  seat  of  cabals, 
conspiracieai,  and  revolts.  But,  luckily,  we  are  in- 
formed at  the  same  time,  that  this  hero,  this  denii-god, 
this  son  and  heir  of  Jupiter  Ammon,  happened  to  get 

extremely  drunk   with   his  w ,  and,  by  way  of 

frolic,  desstroyetl  one  of  the  finest  cities  in  the  world. 
Read  men,  therefore,  yourself;  not  in  books,  but  in 
nature.  Adopt  no  systems,  but  study  them  yourself. 
Observe  their  weaknesses,  their  passions,  their  hu- 
moui*s;  of  all  which  their  understandings  are,  nine 
times  in  ten,  the  dupes.  You  will  then  know  that 
they  are  to  be  gained,  influenced  or  led,  much  oftener 
by  little  things  tliau  by  great  ones;  and  consequently 
you  will  no  longer  tliink  those  things  little  which  tend 
to  such  great  purposes. 

Let  us  apply  this  now  to  the  j^articuhir  object  of 
this  letter;  I  mean,  si>enking  in  and  influencing  pub- 
lic assemblies.  The  nntnre  of  our  constitution  makes 
eloquence  more  useful  and  more  necessary  in  this 
country  than  in  any  other  in  Europe.  A  certain  de- 
gree of  good-sense  and  knowledge  is  requisite  for  that 
as  well  as  for  everything  else;  but  beyond  that,  the 
purity  of  diction,  the  elegancy  of  style,  the  harmony 
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of  periods,  a  pleasing  elocution,  and  a  graceful  action, 
are  the  things  which  a  public  speaker  should  attend 
to  the  most ;  because  his  audience  certainly  does,  and 
understands  tbem  tiie  best:  or  rather,  indeed,  under- 
stands little  else.    The  late  Lord  Chancellor  Cowper's 
strength,  as  an  orator,  lay  by  uo  means  in  his  reasoning 
for  he  often  hazarded  very  weak  ones.     But  such  was^ 
the  purity  and  elegancy  of  his  style,  such  the  proprie^ 
and  charms  of  his  elocution,  and  such  the  gracefulni 
of  his  action,  that  he  never  **poke  without  universal] 
applause;  the  ears  and  the  eyes  gave  him  up  th< 
hearts  and  the  understandings  of  the  audience, 
the  contrary,  the  late  Lord  Townshend  *  always  apol 
materially,  wilh  argument  and  knowledge,  hut  nevei 
pleased.     Why  ?     His  diction  was  not  only  inelegant,] 
but   frequently   ungrammatical,   always    vulgar;    hii 
cadences  false,  his  voice  unharmonious,  and  his  actioi 
nngraceful.     Nobwly  heard  him  with  patience;  and 
the  young  fellows  used  to  joke  upon  him,  and  repeal 
his  iuaccuracies.     The  laie  Duke  of  Argyle,t  though' 
the  weakest  reasoner,  was  the  most  pleasing  speaker  I 
ever  knew  in  my  life :  he  charmed,  he  warmed,  he 
forcibly  ravished  the  audience,  not  by  his  matter  cer-j 
tainly,  but  by  his  manner  of  delivering  it.     A  moal 
genteel  figure,  a  graceful  noble  air,  an  harmonioi 
voice,  an  elegancy  of  style,  and  a  strength  of  em- 
phasis, conspired  to  make  him  the  most  aHecting,  per-j 
suasive,  and  applauded  speaker  I  ever  saw.     I 
captivated  like  others,  but  when  I  came  home  an< 

*  Cbu-lcK,  «ecoD(l  ViKOunl  Tuwnxhf  nil,  born  1673. 

f  Jobo,tbe  BACODd  and  cel<>himied  Duke, of  whom  Tbomwnsttjr*:— ^ 

^^^^^^-^■^—  "  from  bin  ricb  Uta^e 
"  Fwsniuloii  flowi  and  wini  Uie  higb  debate." 
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coolly  con?idcred  vrhat  he  had  said,  stripped  of  all 
those  ornaments  in  which  he  had  dretjyed  it,  1  olteu 
found  the  matter  flimsy,  tlie  arguments  weak,  and  I 
was  convinced  of  the  power  of  those  adventitious, 
concurring  circumstances,  which  ignorance  of  man- 
kind only  calls  trifling  ones.  Cicero  in  his  book  de 
Oraiore,  in  order  to  i*aise  the  dignity  of  that  profes- 
sion which  he  well  knew  himself  to  be  at  the  head  of, 
assertii  that  a  complete  orator  must  be  a  complete 
everything,  lawyer,  philosopher,  divine,  &c.  That 
would  be  extremely  well,  if  it  were  possible,  but  man's 
life  is  not  long  enough ;  and  I  hold  him  to  be  the 
completest  orator  who  speaks  the  best  upon  that  sub- 
ject which  occurs;  whose  happy  choice  of  words, 
wrhose  lively  imagination,  whose  elocution  and  action 
adorn  and  grace  his  matter,  at  the  game  time  that 
they  excite  the  attention  and  engage  the  passions  of 
audience. 
You  will  be  of  the  House  of  Commons  as  soon  as 
you  are  of  age;  and  you  must  fii-st  make  a  figure 
there,  if  you  would  make  a  figure,  or  a  fortune,  in 
your  country.  This  you  can  never  do  without  that 
correctness  and  elegancy  in  your  own  language,  which 
you  now  seem  to  neglect,  and  which  you  have  eutirely 
to  learn.  Fortunately  for  you,  it  is  to  be  learned. 
Care  and  observation  will  do  it ;  but  do  not  flatter 
yourself,  that  all  the  knowledge,  sense,  and  reasoning 
in  the  world  will  ever  make  you  a  popular  and  ap- 
plauded s{ie-aker,  without  the  oruaments  and  the  graces 
of  style,  elocution,  and  action.  Sense  and  argument, 
though  coarsely  delivered,  will  have  their  weight  in  a 
private  conveifation,  with  two  or  three  people  of 
sense;  but  in  a  public  assembly  they  will  have  none. 
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if  iiaked  and  dedtltute  of  the  advantages  I  have  men- 
tioned. Cardinal  de  Retz  observes,  very  justly,  that 
every  nunaerous  assembly  is  mob,  influenced  by  tbeir 
passions,  humours,  and  aSectiona,  which  nothing  but 
eloquence  ever  did,  or  ever  can  engage.  This  ia  so 
important  a  consideration  for  every  body  in  this 
country,  and  more  particularly  for  you,  that  1  ear- 
nestly recommend  it  to  your  tuoet  serious  care  and 
attention.  Mind  your  diction,  in  whatever  language 
you  either  write  or  speak ;  contract  a  habit  of  correct- 
ness and  elegance.  Consider  your  style,  even  in  the 
freest  conversation,  and  most  familiar  lett^ra.  Af^er, 
at  least,  if  not  before  you  have  said  a  tiling,  reflect  if 
you  could  not  have  said  it  better.  Where  you  doubt 
of  the  propriety  or  elegancy  of  a  word  or  a  phroije, 
consult  some  good  dead  or  living  authority  in  that 
language.  Use  yourself  to  translate  from  various 
languages  into  KngHsb  :  correct  those  translations  till 
they  satisfy  your  ear,  ^is  well  as  your  understanding. 
And  be  convinced  of  this  truth.  That  the  best  eciiae 
and  reason  in  the  world  will  be  as  uuwelcomc  in  a 
public  assembly,  without  these  ornaments,  as  they  will 
in  public  companies,  without  the  assistance  of  manners 
and  politeness.  W  you  will  please  people,  you  must 
please  them  in  their  own  way;  and  as  you  cannot 
make  them  what  they  should  be,  you  roust  take  them 
as  they  arc.  I  repeat  it  again,  they  are  only  to  be 
taken  by  atjrfmen9,  and  by  what  flatters  their  senses 
and  tlieir  hearts.  Ilubelais  first  wrote  a  most  ex- 
cellent book,  which  nobody  liked;  then,  determined 
to  conform  to  the  public  taste,  he  wrote  Garganiua 
and  Pantugrui'l,  which  everybody  liked,  extravagant 
as  it  was.    Adieu. 
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LoqJou,  December  9,  O.  S.  1749. 

Dear  Boy, 

It  is  now  above  forty  years  since  I  have  never  spoken 
nor  written  one  single  word,  witliout  giving  myself  at 
least  one  moment's  time  to  consider,  whether  it  was  a 
good  one  or  a  bad  one,  and  whether  I  could  not  find 
oat  IX  better  in  its  plnce.  An  unharmonious  and  rugged 
period,  at  this  time,  shocks  my  ears;  and  I,  like  all 
the  rest  of  the  world,  will  willingly  exchange,  and 
give  u^)  some  degree  of  i*ough  sense,  for  a  good  degree 
of  pleasing  sound.  I  will  freely  and  truly  own  to 
you,  without  either  vanity  or  false  modesty,  that  what- 
ever reputation  I  have  ac^^uinxl  as  a  speaker,  is  more 
owing  to  ray  constant  attention  to  my  diction,  than  to 
my  matter,  which  was  necessarily  just  the  same  aa 
other  people's.  When  you  oome  into  Parliament, 
your  reputation  as  a  speaker  will  de{>end  much  more 
upon  your  words,  and  your  periods,  than  upon  the 
subject.  The  same  matter  occurs  equally  to  every- 
body of  common  sense,  upon  the  same  question;  the 
dressing  it  well,  is  what  excites  the  attention  and 
admiration  of  the  audience. 

It  is  in  Parliament  that  I  have  set  my  heart  upon 
your  making  a  figure;  it  is  there  that  I  want  to  have 
you  justly  proud  of  yourself,  and  to  make  me  justly 
proud  of  you.  This  means  that  you  must  be  a  good 
speaker  there;  I  use  the  word  must^  because  I  know 
you  may  if  you  will.  The  vulgar,  who  are  always 
mistaken,  look  upon  a  si>eaker  and  a  comet  with  the 
same  astonishment  and  admiration,  taking  them  both 
for  preternatural  phenomena.  This  error  discourages 
many  young  men  from  attemj>ting  that  character ;  and 
igootl  speakers  are  willing  to  have  their  talent  con- 
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sidered  as  something  very  extraordinary,  if  not  a  pecu- 
liar gifl  of  Qod  to  his  elect.  But  let  you  and  I  ana- 
lyse and  simplify  this  good  speaker;  let  us  strip  him 
of  those  adventitious  plumes,  with  which  his  own  pride, 
and  the  ignorance  of  others  have  decked  Iiim,  and  we 
shall  find  the  true  defiuition  of  him  to  be  uo  more 
than  this : — A  man  of  good  common  sense,  who  rea- 
sons justly,  and  expresses  himself  elegantly  on  that 
subject  upon  which  he  speaks.  There  is,  surely,  no 
witchcraft  in  this.  A  man  of  sense,  without  a  superior 
and  astonishing  degree  of  parts,  will  not  talk  nonsense 
upon  any  subject;  nor  will  he,  if  he  has  the  least 
taste  or  application,  talk  inelegantly.  Wliat  then  does 
all  this  mighty  art  and  mystery  of  speaking  in  Par- 
liament amount  to?  Why,  no  more  than  this,  That 
the  man  who  speaks  in  the  House  of  Commons,  speaks 
in  that  House,  and  to  four  hundi-ed  people,  tJxat  opin- 
ion, npon  a  given  subject,  which  he  would  make  no 
difficulty  of  speaking  in  any  house  in  England,  round 
the  fire,  or  at  table,  to  any  fourteen  people  whatsoever ; 
better  judges,  perha|>s,  and  severer  critics  of  what  he 
says,  than  any  fourteen  gentlemen  of  the  House  of 
Commons. 

I  have  spoken  frequently  in  Parliament,  and  not 
always  without  some  applause ;  and  therefore  I  can 
assure  you,  from  my  experience,  that  there  is  very 
little  in  iL  The  el^aney  of  the  style,  and  the  turn 
of  the  periods,  make  the  chief  impression  upon  the 
hearers.  Give  them  but  one  or  two  round  and  har- 
monious [periods  in  a  speech,  which  they  will  retain 
and  repeat,  and  they  will  go  home  as  well  satisfied,  as 
people  do  from  an  opera,  humming  all  the  way  one  or 
two  favourite  tunes  that  have  struck  their  ears  and 
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were  easily  cauglit.  Most  people  liave  ears,  but  few 
liave  judgment;  tickle  those  ears,  and,  depend  upon 
it,  you  will  catch  their  judgments,  such  oa  they  are. 

Cicero,  conscious  that  he  was  at  the  top  of  liis  pro- 
fession, (for  in  his  time  Elofpifince  was  a  profession) 

order  to  act  himself  off,  defines,  in  his  Treatise  de 
Oratore,  an  Orator  to  be  such  a  man  as  never  was,  or 
never  will  be;  and  by  this  fallacious  argument,  says, 
^tliat  lie  must  know  every  art  and  science  wliateoever, 
)r  how  shall  he  speak  upon  them?  But  with  sub- 
lission  to  so  great  an  authority,  my  deBiiition  of  an 
Orator  is  extremely  different  fi-om,  and,  I  believe, 
much  truer  than  his.  I  call  that  man  an  Orator,  who 
reasons  justly,  and  expresses  himself  elegantly  upon 
whatever  subject  he  ti-eats.  Problems  in  Geometry, 
Equations  in  Algebra,  Processes  in  Chymistrj-,  and 
Experiments  in  Anatomy,  are  never,  that  I  havo 
heard  of,  the  objects  of  Eloquence;  and  therftfore  I 
humbly  conceive,  that  a  man  may  be  a  very  fine 
speaker,  and  yet  know  nothing  of  Geometry,  Alge- 
bra, Chymistry,  or  Anatomy.  The  sulyects  of  all 
Parliamentai'v  debates,  are  subjects  of  common  sense 
singly. 

Thus  I  write  whatever  occurs  to  me,  that  I  may 
contribute  either  to  form  or  inform  you.  May  my 
labour  not  be  in  vain !  and  it  will  not,  if  you  will  but 
have  half  the  concern  for  yourself,  that  I  have  for 
you.    Adieu. 


London,  December  12,  0.  B.  1749. 
Deaie  Boy, 

Lord  Claren'I>o\,  in  his  history,  says  of  Mr.  John 

Hampden,  t/uit  he  had  a  head  to  contrive,  a  tongue  to 
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perguadcj  and  a  hand  to  execute,  any  inUchief.  I 
sbull  uot  nuw  enter  iuto  the  justness  of  this  oliuructer 
of  Mr.  Hatnpilen,  to  whose  brave  stand  against  the 
illegal  demand  of  Shii>-money,  we  owe  our  present 
liberties;  but  I  mention  it  to  you  as  the  character, 
whicti,  with  the  aherution  of  one  single  word,  Good,  in- 
stead of  Muchieff  I  would  have  you  aspire  to,  and  use 
your  utmost  endeavours  to  deserve.  The  bead  to  con- 
trive, God  must  to  a  certain  degree  have  given  you; 
but  it  is  in  your  own  power  greatly  to  improve  it,  by 
study,  observation,  and  reflection.  As  for  the  tongue 
to  persuade,  it  wholly  depends  upon  yourself;  and 
without  it  the  best  head  will  contrive  to  very  little 
purpose.  The  hand  to  execute,  depends  likewise,  in 
my  opinion,  in  a  great  measure  upon  yourself.  Seri- 
ous reflection  wilt  always  give  courage  in  a  good 
cause;  and  the  courage  arising  from  reflection  is  of  a 
much  superior  nature  to  the  snimal  and  constitutional 
courage  of  a  foot-soldier.  The  former  is  steady  and 
unshaken,  where  the  nodus  is  dig^nua  vindice;  the 
latter  is  oflener  improperly  tlian  properly  exerted, 
but  always  brutally. 

The  second  member  of  my  text  (to  sjteak  ecclesiasti- 
cally) shidl  he  the  subject  of  my  following  discourse; 
the  tongue  to  persuade.  As  judicious  Preachers  reo- 
omraend  those  virtues,  which  they  think  their  several 
audiences  want  the  most :  such  as  truth  and  continence, 
at  Court;  disintercstcduesa,  in  the  City  ;  and  sobriety 
in  the  Country. 

You  must  certainly,  in  the  course  of  your  little  ex- 
perience, have  felt  the  different  effects  of  elegant  and 
inelegant  Hpeaking.  Do  you  not  suffer,  when  people 
accost  you  in  a  stammeriug  or  hesitating  manner;  in 
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an  uiituneful  voice,  with  false  accents  and  cadencee;* 
puzzling  and  bluudering  through  soIecisiuS}  barba- 
risms, and  vulgarisms;  njis-placiiig  even  their  bod 
words,  and  inverting  all  method?  Does  not  this 
jinyudice  you  against  their  matter,  he  it  what  it  will? 
uay,  even  against  their  persona?  I  am  sure  it  does 
me.  On  the  other  hand,  Do  you  not  feel  yourself 
inclinetl,  prepossessed,  nay,  even  engagetl  in  favour 
of  ihofee  who  adihess  you  in  the  direct  contrary  man- 
ner? The  effects  of  a  correct  and  adorned  style,  of 
method  and  j)erspic'uity,  are  incredible  towards  per- 
suasion;  they  often  supply  the  want  of  reason  and 
argument;  but  when  used  in  the  support  of  reason 
and  argument,  they  are  irresistible.  The  French  at- 
tend very  nmch  to  the  purity  and  elegancy  of  tlieir 
style,  even  in  common  conversation ;  insomuch,  that 
it  is  a  character  to  say  of  a  man,  quHl  narre  bien. 
Their  conversations  frequently  turn  upon  the  delica- 
cies of  their  language,  and  an  Academy  is  employetl 
in  fixing  it.  The  Oruica^  in  Italy,  has  the  same  ob- 
ject; and  1  have  met  with  very  few  Italians,  who  did 
not  s[)eak  their  own  language  correctly  and  elegantly. 
Ilow  much  more  uecc&iary  is  it  for  an  Englishman  to 
do  so,  who  is  to  speak  it  in  a  public  assembly,  where 

*  It  may  be  nbBerred,  bowever,  tliMt  the  qualioDi  of  what  nre 
"ftlse  accent*  and  cadencw"  in  nur  langna^ie,  appear  to  have  been  far 
le&f  leitled  in  Lurtl  CheoierfieUrft  time  than  at  present.  Dr.  Johnston 
aayii:  "  When  I  pubUHhcJ  the  plan  for  my  dkliuiiary,  Lord  Chwiter- 
*'6eld  told  me  lliat  the  word  great  nhoutd  Im)  pronuuuceU  »o  ao  to 
*'  rhyme  to  $taU,  and  Sir  Willian  Yon^e  sent  me  word,  that  it  shontd 
"  be  pronounced  ao  u  lo  rhyme  lo  teat^  and  that  none  but  an  Irishman 
"  would  pronounce  it  yraiV.  Now  here  were  two  men  of  the  highest 
"rsok — the  one  the  b«t  »i>cakcr  in  Iho  Uou^e  of  L/>rda,  the  other  the 
"bnt  flpcjiker  in  the  Hotue  of  Commons— di tiering  entirely." — Boa- 
well's  Life,  Notei  of  March  27,  1772. 
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tlie  laws  and  liberties  of  his  country  are  the  subjects 
of  his  deliberation?  The  tongue  that  would  |iersuade, 
there,  must  not  content  itself  with  mere  articulation. 
You  know  what  pains  Demosthenes  took  to  correct 
his  naturally  bad  elocution ;  you  know  that  he  de- 
claimed by  tlie  sea-side  in  storms,  to  prepare  himself 
for  the  noise  of  tlie  lumulluona  assemblies  he  was  to 
speak  to;  and  you  can  now  judge  of  the  corrcctuesa 
and  elegancy  of  his  style.  He  thought  all  these  things 
of  consequence,  and  he  thought  right;  pray  do  you 
think  30  tfH>.  It  is  of  the  utmost  consequence  to  you 
to  be  of  that  opinion.  If  you  have  the  least  defect 
in  your  elocution,  take  ttie  utmost  care  and  pains  to 
correct  it.  Do  not  neglect  your  style,  whatever  lan- 
guage you  si>eak  iu,  or  whomever  you  speak  to,  were 
it  your  footman.  Seek  always  for  the  best  words  and 
the  happies^t  expressions  you  can  find.  Do  not  con- 
tent yourself  with  Ixiing  barely  understood  ;  but  adorn 
your  thoughts,  and  dress  them  as  you  would  your 
person ;  which,  however  well  proportioned  it  might 
be,  it  would  be  very  improper  and  indecent  to  exhibit 
naked,  or  even  woree  dressed  than  people  of  your 
sort  are. 

I  have  sent  you,  in  a  packet  which  your  Leipsig 
acquaintance,  Duval,  sends  to  hb  cor  res  {wm  lout  at 
Rome,  Lord  Bolingbroke  «  book,*  which  he  published 
about  a  year  ago.  I  desire  that  you  wilt  read  it  over 
and  over  again,  with  particular  attention  to  the  style, 
and  to  all  those  beauties  of  oratory  with  which  it 
is  adorned.     Til)  I  reA<l  that  book,  I  confess  I  did 


*  Letters  on  tbe  Spirit  of  Pairiotuni,  aod  on  tbc  Idea  of  a  Fatrlot 
KiDg. 
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not  know  all  tlie  extent  find  powera  of  tlie  English 
language.* 


In  your  destination,  you  will  have  frequent  occa- 
sions toHjieak  in  public;  to  Princes  and  Biute^  abroad ; 
to  the  House  of  Commons,  at  home;  judge  then, 
whether  Eloquence  is  necessary  for  you  or  not ;  not 
only  common  Eloquence,  which  is  rather  free  from 
faults,  tlinn  adorned  by  beauties;  but  the  higliest,  the 
most  shining  degree  of  Eloquence.  For  God's  sake, 
have  this  object  always  in  your  view,  and  in  your 
thoughts.  Tune  your  tongue  early  to  persuasion ; 
and  let  no  jarring,  dissonant  accents  ever  fall  from  it 
Contract  an  habit  of  speaking  well,  upon  every  occa- 
sion, and  neglect  yourself  in  no  one.  Eloquence  and 
good-breeding,  alone,  with  an  exceeding  small  degree 
of  parts  and  knowledge,  will  carry  a  man  a  great  way  ; 
with  your  parts  and  knowledge,  then,  how  far  will 
they  not  carry  you?     Adieu, 


LondoD,  December  16,  O.  S.  1749. 

Dear  Boy, 

This  letter  will,  I  hope,  find  you  safely  arrived, 
and  well  settled  at  Rome,  after  the  usual  distresses 
and  accidents  of  a  winter  journey ;  which  are  very 
proi>er  to  teach  you  |)atience.  Your  stay  there,  I  look 
upon  as  a  very  important  period  of  your  life ;  and  I 
do  believe,  that  you  will  fill  it  up  well.     I  hope  you 

*  Lonl  OhMterfleld  had  inserted  In  thU  letter  hla  cbaracter  of  Lord 
Bolingbroke,  which  in  former  editiotu  wu  priotod  both  here  and 
ntooug  bU  other  character* ;  but  the  latter  seetOR  the  more  appropriate 
place. 
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will  employ  the  mornings  tViligently  with  Mr.  Hnrtr, 
in  acquiring  weight;  and  the  evenings  in  the  best 
companies  at  Home,  in  acquiring  lustre.  A  formal, 
dull  father,  would  recommend  to  you  to  plod  out  the 
evenings,  too,  at  home  over  a  book  by  a  dim  taper; 
but  I  recommend  to  you  the  evenings  for  your  pleas- 
ures, which  are  as  much  a  part  of  your  etlucation.and 
almost  as  necessary  a  one,  as  your  morning  studies. 
Go  to  whatever  assemblies  or  spectacles  people  of 
fashion  go  to,  and,  when  you  are  there,  do  as  they  do. 
Endeavour  to  onLshine  those  wlio  shine  there  the 
most;  get  the  Qarbo^  the  Gentilezzay  the  Legj/iadria 
of  the  Italians ;  make  love  to  the  most  impertinent 
beauty  of  condition  lliat  yon  meet  with,  and  be  gallant 
with  ail  the  rest.  Speak  Italian,  right  or  wrong,  to 
everybody;  and  if  you  do  but  laugh  at  yourself  first 
for  your  bad  Italian,  nobotly  else  will  laugh  at  you 
for  it  That  is  the  only  way  to  speak  it  perfectly; 
which  I  expect  you  will  do,  because  I  am  sure  you 
may,  before  you  leave  Rome.  View  the  most  curious 
remains  of  antiquity  witli  a  classical  spirit,  and  they 
will  clear  up  to  you  many  passages  of  the  classical 
authors;  particularly  the  Trajan  and  the  Antoninc 
Columns;  where  you  find  the  warlike  inHtruments, 
the  dresses,  and  the  triumphal  ornaments  of  llie 
Romans.  Ruy  also  the  prints  and  explanations  of  all 
those  re8i>ectable  remains  of  Roman  grandeur,  and 
compare  them  with  the  originals.  Most  young  trar- 
ellers  are  contented  with  a  general  view  of  thoee 
thingH,  say  they  are  very  fine,  and  then  go  about  their 
business.  I  hope  yon  will  e^camine  them  in  a  very 
different  way.  Approfoiidissez  everything  you  sec  or 
hear;  and  learn,  if  you  can,  the  why  and  the  where* 
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fore.  Inquire  into  Ihe  meaning  and  tlie  objects  of 
the  innumerable  processions,  whicl»  you  will  see  at 
Kome  at  this  time.  Assist  at  all  the  ceremonies,  and 
know  the  reason,  or  at  least  the  pretences  of  them ; 
and,  however  absurd  they  may  bo,  see  and  siwak  of 
them  with  great  decency.  Of  all  things,  I  beg  uf  yon 
not  to  herd  with  your  own  countrymen,  but  to  be 
always  either  with  the  Romans,  or  willi  the  foreign 
l^rini.^ters  residing  at  Rome.  Yon  arc  sent  abroad  to 
sec  the  manners  and  characters,  and  learn  the  lan- 
guages, of  foreign  countries;  and  not  to  converse  with 
English,  in  English;  which  would  defeat  all  those 
ends.  Among  your  graver  company,  I  recommend, 
(as  I  have  done  before)  the  Jesuits  to  you ;  whose 
learning  and  address  will  both  please  and  improve 
you  :  inform  yourself,  as  much  as  you  can,  of  the  his- 
tory, policy,  and  practice  of  that  society,  from  the 
time  of  its  founder,  Ignatius  of  Loyola,  who  was  him- 
self a  mailman.  If  you  would  know  their  morality, 
you  will  find  it  fully  and  admirably  stated  in  L^ 
LetiTes  d'un  Provincialt  by  the  famous  Monsieur 
Pasttd ;  and  it  is  a  book  very  well  worth  your  read- 
ing.* Few  people  see  what  they  see,  or  hear  what 
they  hear ;  that  is,  tliey  see  and  hear  so  inattentively 
and  superlicially,  that  they  are  very  little  the  better 
for  what  they  do  see  and  hear.  This,  I  dare  say, 
neither  ie,  nor  will  be  your  case.  You  will  undor- 
atiiud,  rellect  upon,  and  consequently  retain  what  you 
see  and  liear.  You  have  still  two  years  good,  but  no 
more,  to  form  your  character  in  the  world  decisively ; 
for  within  two  months  after  your  arrival  in  England, 

*  Of  these  admirable  lettera,  which  are  oigtiteen  in  number,  the  first 
mppeared  January  SS,  16J36,  and  Uie  lust  March  24,  1657. 
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it  will  be  finally  and  irrevocably  determined^  one  way 
or  another,  in  tlie  opinion  of  the  public.  Devote, 
therefore,  these  two  yeare  to  the  pursuit  of  perfection  ; 
which  ought  to  be  everybody's  object,  though  in  some 
particulars  uuattjunable:  those  who  strive  and  labour 
the  must,  will  come  tht^  nearej^t  to  it.  But,  above  all 
things,  aim  at  it,  in  the  two  importJint  arts  of  speak- 
ing, and  pleasing;  without  them, all  your  other  talents 
are  maimed  and  crippled.  They  are  the  wings  upon 
which  you  must  soar  above  otiier  pcoj)le;  without 
them  yon  will  only  crawl  with  the  dull  moss  of  man- 
kind. Prepossess  by  your  air,  address,  and  manners ; 
persuade  by  your  tongue;  and  you  will  easily  execute 
what  your  head  has  C(mtrivcd.  I  desire  that  you  will 
send  me  ver}*  minute  accounts  fi'om  Kome;  uot  of 
what  you  see,  but  of  whom  you  see:  of  your  pleaa- 
ures  and  entertjiinraenta.  Tell  me  what  companies 
you  frequent  most,  and  how  you  are  received.  Mi 
dica  ajiche  se  la  lingua  Jtaliana  va  bene,  e  se  la  parla 
facilmenie  ;  vui  in  ot/ni  cago  bisogna  parlarla  sempre 
per  pater  alia  fine  parlarla  bene  e  pulilo.  Le  donne 
Fiaueffnano  meglio  asaai  dei  maettru  Addio  Oaro 
Ragazzc,  n  ricordi  del  Ourbo^  della  Oenlilezza,  e  delta 
Legtfladria :  cose  tante  necenarte  ad  un  Qivaliere, 


LoodoD,  December  19,  O.  8.  1749. 

Dear  Boy, 

TuE  knowledge  of  mankind  is  a  very  useful  knowl- 
edge for  everybody — a  most  necessary  one  for  you, 
who  are  destined  to  an  active  public  life.  You  will 
have  to  do  with  all  sorta  of  characters ;  you  should, 
Lherclorej  know  them  thoroughly  in  order  to  manage 
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tliem  ably.  This  knowledge  is  not  to  be  gotten  sya- 
temaiically,  you  must  acquire  it  yourself  by  your  own 
observation  and  sagacity :  I  will  give  you  such  hints 
as  I  think  m:ir  be  useful  land-marks  in  your  intended 
progress. 

I  have  oflen  told  you  (and  it  is  most  true)  that, 
with  regard  to  mankind,  we  must  not  draw  general 
conclusions  from  certain  particular  principles,  though, 
in  the  main,  true  ones.  We  must  not  suppose,  that 
because  o  man  is  a  rational  animal,  he  will,  therefore, 
always  act  rationally ;  or,  l>ecauae  he  lias  such  or  such 
a  predominant  passion,  that  lie  will  act  invarTa1)tyinid 
cousequeiitially^m  the  pursuit  of  it.  Ncmre  are 
comph'cated  machines ;  atuntil5ngh"we  have  one  main- 
spring that  gives  motion  to  the  whole,  we  have  au  in- 
finity of  little  wheels,  which,  in  their  turns,  retard, 
precipitate,  and  sometimes  stop  that  motion.  Liet  us 
exemplify:  I  will  supixwe  ambition  to  be  (as  it  com- 
monly is)  the  predominant  passion  of  a  minister  of 
state,  and  I  will  suppose  that  minister  to  be  an  able 
one:  will  lie,  therefore,  invariably  pursue  the  object 
of  that  predominant  passion?  May  I  be  sure  that  he 
will  do  BO  and  so,  because  he  ought?  Nothing  less. 
Sickness,  or  low  spirits,  may  damp  this  predominant 
passion;  humour  and  peevishness  may  triumph  over 
it;  inferior  passions  may  at  times  surprise  it  and  pre- 
vail. Is  this  umbiltous  statesman  amorous?  indiscreet 
and  unguarded  confidences,  made  in  tender  momenta, 
to  his  wife  or  his  mistress,  may  defeat  all  his  schemes. 
Is  he  avaricious?  some  great  lucnitive  object  sutldenly 
presenting  itself  may  unravel  all  the  work  of  his  am- 
bition. Is  he  passionate?  contradiction  and  j)rovoca- 
tion  (sometimes,  it  may  be,  too,  artfully  intended)  may 
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extort  rasl»  and  inconsiderate  expressions,  or  actions, 
destructive  of  his  main  object  la  he  vain,  and  open 
to  iliittery?  an  artful  flattering  favourite  may  mislead 
him ;  and  even  laziness  may,  ut  certain  momenti«,  makd 
him  neglect  or  omit  the  necessary  8te|*8  to  that  lieight 
which  lie  wants  to  arrive  at.  Seek  first,  tlien,  for  the 
predominant  passion  of  the  character  whicF^ou^H 
to  engage  and  Influence,  anil  address  yourselTTxHt; 
but  without  defying  or  despising  the  inferior  passions: 
get^lkeiu^in  your  iutereut  too,-Jbr.  now  iiaiLlUeJL_tHey 
will  have  their  turns.  In  many  cases  you  may  not 
Iiave~ltt«-yt5ur  power  to  conti-ibute  to  the  gi-alification 
of  the  prevailing  jiassion ;  then  take  the  next  best  to 
your  aid.  There  are  many  avenues  to  every  man,  and 
when  you  cannot  get  at  him  through  tlie  great  one, 
try  the  serpentine  ones,  and  you  will  arrive  at  last 

Tiiere  are  two  inconsistent  passions,  which,  how- 
ever, frequently  accompany  each  other,  like  man  and 
wife;  and  which,  like  man  and  wife  too,  are  commonly 
clogs  upon  each  other.  I  mean  ambition  and  avarice : 
the  latter  is  often  the  true  cause  of  ^He^former ;  and 
then  is  the  predominant  passion.  It  seems  to  have 
been  so  in  Cardinal  Muzarin;  who  did  anything,  sub- 
mitted to  anything,  and  forgave  anything,  for  the  sake 
of  plunder.  He  loved  and  courted  power  like  an 
usurer,  because  it  carried  profit  along  with  it  Who- 
ever should  have  formed  his  opinion,  or  taken  his 
meiisures  singly,  from  the  amhitiouij  part  of  Cardinal 
Ma/arin^s  character,  would  have  found  himself  oflen 
mistaken.  Some,  who  had  found  this  out,  made  their 
fortunes  by  letting  him  cheat  them  at  play.  On  the 
contrary,  Cardinal  Richelieu's  prevailing  paasion  aeems 
to  have  been  ambition,  and  hia  immense  riches  only 
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the  natural  consequences  of  tlmt  ambition  Ratified ; 
and  yet,  I  make  no  doubt,  but  that  ambition  bml  now 
and  then  ite  turn  with  the  former,  and  avariee  with 
tlie   latter.     Ricbelieu   (by  the  way)   is  so  strong  a 
)roof  of  the  inconsiatency  of  human  nature,  that  1 
'cannot  help  observing  to  you,  that  while  he  abjiolutely 
governed  both  his  King  and  his  country,  and  waii,  in 
great  degree,  the  arbiter  of  the  fate  of  all  Europe, 
he  was  more  jealou8  of  the  great  reputation  of  Cor- 
neille  than  of  the  power  of  Spain  ;  nnd  more  flattered 
with  being  thought  (what  bo  wu^  not)  the  betft  poet, 
than  with  being  thought  (what  he  certainly  was)  the 
greatest  statesman  in  Euro])e ;  and  afihird  stood  still 
while  he  was  concerting  the  criticism  upon  the  Cid. 
Could  one  think  tliis  possible  if  one  did  not  know  it 
to  be  true?    Though  men  are  all  of  one  composition, 
the  Bcveral  ingredients  are  so  differently  proportioned 
in  each  individual,  that  no  two  are  exactly  alike ;  and 
nd  one  at  all  times  like  himself.     The  ablest  man  will 
sometimes  do  weak  things;  the  proude.st  man   mean 
things;  the  honcstcst  man  ill  things;  and  the  wicked- 
OBt  man  good  ones.     Study  individuals  then,  and  if 
you  take  (aa  you  ought  to  do)  their  outlines  from  their 
prevailing  passion,  suspend  your  last  finishing  strokes 
till  you  have  attended  to  and  disco vereil  the  operations 
of  their  inferior  passions,  appetites  and  humours.     A 
man's  general  character  may  be  that  of  the  honestest 
man  of  the  world:  do  not  dispute  it;  you  might  be 
thought  envious  or  ill-natured:  but,  at  the  same  time, 
do  not  take  this  probity  upon  trust,  to  such  a  degree 
as  to  put  your  life,  fortune,  or  reputation  in  his  power. 
This  honest  man   may  hapften  to  be  your  rival  in 
power,  iu  interest,  or  in   love;    three  passions  that 
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ofleu  put  honesty  to  most  severe  trials,  in  which  it  is 
too  often  cast :  but  first  annlyse  this  honest  man  your- 
self; and  then  only  you  will  be  able  to  judge  how  far 
you  may,  or  may  not,  with  safety  trust  him. 

Women  are  much  more  like  each  other  tlian  men  i 
they  have,  in  truth,  but  two  passions,  vanity  and  love: 
these  are  their  universal  characteristics.  An  Agrip- 
piua  may  sacrifice  tliem  to  ambition,  or  a  Messniina  to 
lust,  but  such  instances  are  rare;  and  in  general,  all 
they  say  and  all  they  do  tends  to  tlie  gratification  of 
their  vanity  or  their  love.  He  who  flatters  them  most 
pleases  them  best ;  and  they  are  most  in  love  with  hiiu 
who  they  think  is  the  most  in  love  with  them.  No 
adulation  is  too  strong  for  tliem ;  no  assiduity  too 
great;  no  simulation  of  passion  too  gross:  as,  on  the 
other  Iiand,  the  least  word  or  action  that  can  possibly 
be  construed  into  a  sligiit  or  contempt,  is  unpardon- 
able, and  never  fi)rf!;otteri.  Men  are,  in  this  resj>ect, 
tender  loo,  and  will  sooner  forgive  an  injury  than  an 
insult.  Some  men  are  more  captious  than  others; 
some  are  always  wrong-headed:  but  every  man  living 
has  sucli  a  share  of  vanity  as  to  be  hurt  by  marks  of 
slight  and  contempt.  Every  man  docs  not  pretend  to 
be  a  poet,  a  matliematician,  or  a  statesman,  and  con- 
sidered as  such;  but  every  man  pretends  to  common 
sense,  and  to  fill  his  place  in  the  world  with  common 
decency ;  and  conse<juently  does  not  easily  forgive 
those  negligences,  inattentions,  and  slights,  which 
seem  to  call  in  question  or  utterly  deny  him  both 
these  pretensions. 

Sufii>ect,  in  general,  those  who  remarkably  affect 
any  one  virtue;  who  raise  it  above  all  others,  and 
who,  in  a  manner,  intimate  that  they  {Missess  it  exclu- 
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siveiy.  1  say  guspect  tiiem,  lor  they  are  common 
im|»o8tor8;  but  do  not  be  8ure  that  they  are  always 
so;  for  I  have  sometimes  known  saints  really  religious, 
blusterers  really  brave,  reformers  of  manuers  really 
honest,  and  prudes  really  cha«te.  Pry  into  the  re- 
cesses of  their  hearts  yourself,  as  far  as  you  are  able, 
and  never  implicitly  adopt  a  character  upon  common 
fame;  which,  though  generally  right  as  to  the  great 
outlines  of  characters,  is  always  wrong  in  some  par- 
ticulars. 

Be  upon  your  guard  agjiinst  those,  who,  upon  very 
slight  acquaintance,  obtrude  their  uitaskefl  an<I  un- 
merited friendship  and  confidence  upon  you;  for  they 
probably  cram  you  with  them  only  for  their  own  eat- 
ing: but,  al.  the  8«me  time,  do  not  roughly  reject  them 
upon  that  general  supposition.  Examine  further,  and 
see  whether  those  unexpected  ofiers  flow  from  u  warm 
heart  and  a  silly  head,  or  from  a  designing  head  and 
a  cold  heart;  for  knaveiy  and  folly  have  often  the 
same  symptoms.  In  the  first  case  there  is  no  danger 
in  acce|)ting  them,  valcani  qitantum  valere  poasunL 
In  the  latter  case  it  may  be  useful  to  seem  to  accept 
them,  and  artfully  to  turn  the  battery  upon  him  who 
raised  it. 

There  is  an  incontinency  of  friendship  among  young 
fellows,  who  are  associated  by  tlieir  mutual  pleasures 
only,  which  has,  very  frequently,  bad  consequences. 
A  parcel  of  warm  hearts  aud  inex|>erienced  heads, 
heated  by  convivial  mirth,  aud  possibly  a  little  too 
much  wine,  vow,  and  really  mean  at  the  time,  eternal 
£riend>ihi|)6  to  each  other,  and  indiscreetly  pour  out 
their  whole  souls  in  common,  and  without  the  least  re- 
serve.   These  confidences  are  as  indiscreetly  repealed 
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as  they  were  mnde:  for  new  pleasures  and  new  places 
Hoon  (Ussulve  thin  ill-cenienUKl  connection ;  and  then 
very  ill  uses  are  made  of  these  ra^ih  confidences.  Bear 
your  part,  however,  in  young  coni|)anic8 ;  nay,  excel  if 
you  can  in  all  the  social  and  convivial  joy  and  festivity 
that  become  youth.  Trust  them  with  your  love-talee, 
if  you  please,  but  keep  your  serious  views  aecret- 
Trust  those  only  to  some  tried  friend  more  oxperi- 
ence<l  thau  yourself,  and  wlio^  being  in  a  diOerent 
walk  of  life  from  you,  is  not  likely  to  become  your 
rival ;  for  I  would  not  advise  you  to  depend  so  much 
upon  the  heroic  virtue  of  nmnkiud  us  to  hope  or  be- 
lieve that  your  competitor  will  ever  be  your  friend,  as 
to  the  object  of  that  competition. 

These  are  reserves  and  cautions  very  necessary  to 
have,  but  veiy  imprudent  to  show ;  the  voUo  scioUo 
should  accompany  them. 


Dear  Boy, 

Great  talents  and  great  virtues  (if  you  should 
have  ihem)  will  procure  you  the  re8i>©ct  and  the  ad- 
miration of  mankind  ;  but  it  is  tlie  lesser  talents,  the 
lenhrcjt  virtutes,  which  must  procure  you  their  love 
and  alVection.  The  former,  unassisted  and  unadorned 
by  the  latter,  will  extort  praise ;  but  will  at  the  same 
time  excite  both  fear  and  envy  ;  two  aentimentd  abso- 
lutely incomi>atible  with  love  and  aflTeclion. 

Cseaar  had  all  the  great  vices,  aud  Cato  all  the 
great  virtues  that  men  could  have.  But  Caesar  had 
the  len\4>r€4  viriut^  which  Cato  wanted ;  and  which 
made  him  beloved  even  by  his  enemies,  and  gained 
him  the  hcarta  of  mankind  in  spite  of  thctr  reason  ; 
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while  Cato  was  not  even  beloved  by  liia  friends,  not- 
witlistaniiing  the  cHleem  and  res*|>ecl  which  they  could 
not  refuse  to  his  virtues ;  and  I  am  apt  to  think  that 
if  Cresar  had  wanted,  and  Oito  possessed,  llioee  leni' 
ores  virtuleSf  the  former  would  not  have  attempted, 
(at  least  with  success,)  and  the  latter  could  have  pro- 
tectee!, the  liberties  of  Rome.  Mr.  Addison,  in  hi^ 
Cato,  says  of  Cieaar,  (and  I  believe  witli  truth) 

Curu  on  hu  Tirtues,  they've  undone  his  country. 

By  which  he  means  those  lesser  but  engaging  vir- 
tues of  gentleness,  affability,  complaisance  and  good- 
humour.  The  knowledge  of  a  scholar,  the  courage 
of  a  hero,  and  the  virtue  of  a  Stoic,  will  be  admired ; 
hut  it'tlic  knowledge  be  accompanied  with  arrogjiiice, 
the  conrage  with  ferocity,  and  the  virtue  with  inflex- 
ible severity,  the  man  will  never  be  loved.  Tlie  hero- 
ism of  Charles  XII.  of  Sweden  (if  his  brutal  courage 
deserves  llnit  name)  was  universally  admired,  hnt  the 
man  nowhere  beloved.  Whereas  Henry  IV.  of  France, 
who  had  full  as  much  courage,  and  was  much  longer 
engagetl  in  wars,  was  generally  beloved  uiwn  aecount 
of  his  lesser  and  social  virtues.  We  are  all  so  formed, 
that  our  understandinge  are  generally  the  dupes  of 
our  hearts,  that  is,  of  our  passions;  and  the  surest 
way  to  the  former  is  through  the  latter,  which  must 
be  engaged  by  the  leniores  virtutes  alone,  and  the 
manner  of  exerting  them.  The  insolent  civility  of  a 
pri>ud  man  is,  (for  example)  if  |>oasible,  more  shock- 
ing than  his  rudeness  could  be;  because  he  shows 
you,  by  his  manuer,  that  he  thinks  it  mere  condo- 
.Bconsion  in  him ;  and  that  his  goodness  alone  bestows 
upon  you  what  you  liave  no  pretence  to  claim.     He 
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intimates  bis  protection  instead  of  his  friendship,  by 
a  gracious  nod  instead  of  an  usual  bow;  and  rather 
signiBes  \m  consent  tliat  you  may,  tlian  his  invitation 
that  you  should,  sit>  walk,  eat  or  drink  with  him. 

The  costive  liberality  of  a  purse-pnuid  man  insults 
the  distresses  it  sometimes  relieves ;  he  takes  care  to 
make  you  feel  your  own  misfortunes,  and  the  differ- 
ence between  your  situation  and  his;  both  which  he 
insinuates  to  be  justly  merited:  yours  by  your  folly, 
his  by  his  wisdom.  The  arrogant  pedant  docs  not 
communiciite  but  promulgates  his  knowledge :  he  dues 
not  give  it  you,  but  he  inflicts  it  upon  you ;  and  is  (if 
possible)  more  desirous  to  show  you  your  own  igno- 
rance than  his  own  learning.  Such  manners  as  tliese, 
not  only  in  the  particular  ijistances  wliich  I  have 
mentioned^  but  likewise  in  all  others,  shock  and  revolt 
that  little  pride  and  vanity  which  every  man  has  in 
his  heart,  and  obliterate  in  us  the  obligation  for  the 
favour  conferred,  by  reminding  us  of  the  motive  which 
produced,  and  the  manner  which  accompanied  it 

These  faults  point  out  their  opposite  perfections,  and 
your  own  good  sense  will  naturally  suggest  them  to 
you. 

But  besides  these  lesser  virtues,  there  are,  what  may 
be  called  the  leaser  talents  or  accomplislimeuts,  which 
are  of  great  use  to  adorn  and  recommend  all  the 
greater;  and  the  more  so,  as  all  people  are  judges  of 
the  one,  and  but  few  are  of  the  other.  EvurylK)dy 
feels  the  imprcusiou  which  an  engaging  address,  an 
agreeable  manner  of  s|)eaking,  and  an  eaey  {X)litene8i, 
makes  upon  them ;  and  they  prej»ire  the  way  for  the 
favourable  reception  of  ttieir  betters.    Adieu. 
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London,  December  26,  O.  S.  17-10. 

My  deae  FKreND, 

The  new-year  ie  the  season  in  which  custom  seems 
more  particularly  to  authorise  civil  and  harmless  lies, 
under  the  name  of  compliments.  Peojile  reciprocally 
profess  wishes,  which  they  seldom  form ;  and  concern 
which  they  seldom  feel.  This  is  not  the  ci»se  between 
you  and  rae,  where  truth  leaves  no  room  for  compli- 
ments. 

2}ii  tibi  deni  annos,  de  te  nam  catera  ntmes,  was  said 
formerly  to  one  hy  a  man  who  certainly  did  not  think 
it,*  With  the  variation  of  one  word  only,  I  will,  with 
great  truth,  say  it  to  you :  I  will  make  the  first  part 
conditional  by  changing,  in  the  second,  the  nam.  into 
»L  May  you  live  as  long  as  you  are  fit  to  live,  but  no 
longer!  or,  may  you  rather  die  before  you  cease  to  be 
fit  to  live  than  after!  My  true  tenderne©  for  you 
makes  me  think  more  of  the  manner  tliau  of  the 
length  of  your  life,  and  forbids  me  to  wish  it  pi-o- 
longed,  by  a  single  day,  that  should  bring  guilt,  re- 
proacli,  and  shame  upon  you.  I  have  not  malice 
enough  in  my  nature  to  wish  that  to  my  greatest 
enemy.  You  are  the  principal  object  of  all  my  cares, 
the  only  object  of  all  ray  hopes.  I  have  now  reason  to 
believe  that  you  will  reward  the  former  and  answer  the 
latter;  in  that  case,  may  you  live  long,  for  you  must 
live  happy :  de  te  nam  catera  sumes.  Conscious  virtue 
is  the  only  solid  foundation  of  all  happiness;  for 
riches,  i>owcr,  rank,  or  wluitever,  in  the  common  ac- 
ceptation of  the  word,  is  supposed  to  constitute  happi- 
ueaSf  will  never  quiet,  mueli  less  cure,  the  inward  pangs 

*  To  Tiberius  by  Ovid.— S«e  his  CputiM  from  I'ontus,  lib.  ii.  ep.  1, 
Ten.  f}3. 
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of  guilt.  To  tliiit  main  wish  T  will  add  tliose  of  the 
good  old  uurse  of  Horace,  in  liia  Epistle  to  Tibullus: 
mpere  (yon  have  it  in  a  good  degi-ee  already) ;  etfari 
ut  pOBsU  q\uB  seiUiat.  Have  you  that?  more,  much 
more,  is  Tiieiint  by  it  than  common  speech  or  more  ar- 
ticnlatioii :  I  fear  tliat  still  remains  to  l>e  wished  for, 
and  I  enrueatly  wish  it  you.  Gratia  and  fama  will 
inevitably  accompany  the  above-mentioneil  qualifica- 
tions. The  valeMo  is  the  only  one  that  is  not  in 
your  own  power;  Heaven  alone  can  grant  it  you, and 
raay  it  do  so  abundantly  !  As  for  the  mundm  i^iclu^, 
n&H  deficietile  crumetidy  do  you  deserve,  and  I  will 
provide  tliem. 

It  is  with  the  greatest  pleasure  that  I  consider  the 
fair  prospect  which  you  have  before  you  ;  you  have 
seen,  rend,  and  learned  more  at  your  age  than  moat 
young  fellows  have  done  at  two  or  three-and-twonty. 
Your  destination  is  a  shining  one,  and  leads  to  rank, 
fortune,  and  distinction:  your  education  has  l>wn  cal- 
cnlated  for  it ;  and,  to  do  you  justice,  that  eilucation 
has  not  been  thrown  away  upon  you.  You  want  but 
two  things,  which  do  not  want  conjuration,  but  only 
care,  to  acquire — eloquence  and  manners:  that  is,  the 
graces  of  speech  and  the  graces  of  behaviour.  You 
may  have  them,  they  are  as  much  in  your  [x>wer  as 
powdering  your  hair  is:  and  will  you  let  the  want  of 
them  obscure  (as  it  certainly  will  do)  that  shining 
prospect  which  presents  it*elf  to  you?  I  am  sure  you 
will  not.  They  are  the  sharp  end,  the  |K)int,  of  the 
nail  that  you  are  driving,  wltich  must  make  way  first 
for  the  larger  and  more  solid  parts  to  cuter.  8uppo«-j 
ing  your  moral  character  as  pure,  and  your  knowletlgo 
as  sound,  OS  I  really  believe  them  both  to  be, you  waul 
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nothing  for  that  perfection  wl)ic'h  I  have  so  constantly 
wislicd  you,  and  Uiken  so  nuich  pains  to  s^ve  you,  but 
eloquence  and  ix>liteness.  A  man  who  is  not  born 
with  n  poetical  genius  can  never  be  a  ix>et,  or,  at  best, 
an  extreme  had  one:  but  every  man  wlio  can  speak 
at  all  cau  s]>eak  elegantly  and  correctly,  if  he  pleases, 
by  attending  to  the  best  authors  and  orators;  and,  in- 
deed, I  would  advise  thase  who  do  not  n\^eak  elegantly 
not  to  Bpeak  at  all ;  for  I  am  sure  they  will  get  more 
by  their  silence  than  by  their  speech.  As  for  jwlite- 
nesy;  wlii>ever  keeps  good  company  and  h  not  |X)litc, 
must  have  formed  a  resolution,  and  taken  some  pains 
not  to  be  so;  otherwise  he  would  naturally  and  in- 
sensibly acquire  the  air,  tlie  address,  and  the  turn  of 
those  he  converses  with.  You  will,  prolwbly,  in  the 
course  of  this  year,  see  as  great  a  variety  of  good 
compaoy,  in  the  several  capitals  you  will  l)e  at,  as  in 
any  one  year  of  your  life ;  and  consequently  must 
(I  should  hope}  cntch  some  of  their  manners  almo*>t 
whether  you  will  or  not;  but,  as  I  dare  say  you  will 
endeavour  to  do  it,  I  am  convinced  you  will  succeed, 
and  that  I  shall  have  the  pleasure  of  finding  you, 
at  your  return  here,  one  of  the  best-bretl  men  in 
Europe. 

I  imagine,  that  when  you  receive  my  lettere,  and 
C0m<5  to  those  parts  of  them  which  relate  to  Eloquence 
and  Politeness,  you  say,  or  at  least  think,  What,  will 
he  never  hiive  done  upon  these  twosubject-s?  Has  he 
not  said  all  he  cau  say  upon  them  ?  Why  the  same 
thing  over  and  over  again?  If  you  do  think  or  say 
80,  it  must  proceed  from  your  not  yet  knowing  the  in- 
finite impoitance  of  these  two  accomplishments ;  which 
I  cannot  recommend  to  you  too  often,  nor  inculcate 
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too  Strongly.  But  if,  on  the  contrary,  you  are  con- 
vinced of  tlie  utility,  or  ratlier  the  necessity,  of  lliese 
two  nccomplistiiucnts,  and  ore  determined  to  ncciuire 
them,  my  repeated  admonitions  are  only  unnecesaary; 
and  I  grudge  no  trouble,  which  can  [wssibly  lie  of  the 
least  use  to  vou. 

I  flatter  niyaelf,  that  your  stay  at  Rome  will  go  a 
great  way  towards  answering  all  my  views:  I  am  mire 
it  will,  if  yon  employ  your  time,  and  your  whole  time, 
as  you  should.  Your  first  morning  hours,  I  would 
have  you  devote  to  your  graver  studies  with  Mr, 
Hartc;  the  middle  part  of  tlic  day,  I  would  Imve  em- 
ployed in  seeing  things ;  and  the  evenings  in  seeing 
pe«jple.  You  are  not,  I  hope,  of  a  lazy,  inactive  turn, 
in  either  body  or  mind;  and,  in  tliat  case,  the  day  is 
full  long  enough  for  every  thing;  especially  at  Rome, 
where  it  is  not  the  fashion,  as  it  is  here,  and  at  Paris, 
to  embezzle  at  least  half  of  it  at  table.  But  if,  by  ac- 
cident, two  or  three  hours  are  sometimes  wanting  for 
some  useftil  purpose,  borrow  them  from  your  sleep. 
Six,  or  at  most  seven  hours*  sleep  is,  for  a  constancy, 
as  much  as  you  or  anybody  can  want:  more  is  only 
laziness  and  dozing;  and  is,  I  am  persuaded,  both  un- 
wholesome and  stupifying.  If,  by  chance,  your  busi- 
ness, or  your  pleasures,  should  keep  you  up  till  four 
or  five  o'clock  in  tlie  morning,  I  would  advise  you, 
however,  to  rise  exactly  at  your  usual  time,  that  you 
may  not  lose  tlie  precious  morning  hours;  and  that 
the  want  of  sleep  may  force  you  to  go  to  bed  earlier 
the  next  night.  This  is  what  I  was  advised  to  do 
when  very  young,  by  a  very  wise  man ;  and  what,  I 
assure  you,  I  always  did  in  the  most  dissipated  part 
of  my  life.     I  have  very  often  gone  to  bed  at  six  in 
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the  morning,  nud  rose,  notwitlistamling,  at  eight;  by 
which  mean?  1  got  many  hours  in  the  morning,  that 
my  companions  lost :  and  the  want  of  sleep  obliged 
me  to  keep  good  hours  the  next,  or  at  least  the  third 
night.  To  this  method  I  owe  the  greatest  part  of*  ray 
reading;  lor,  from  twenty  to  forty,  I  should  certainly 
have  read  very  little,  if  I  had  not  been  up  while  my 
acquaintances  were  in  bed.  Know  the  true  value  of 
time;  snatch,  seize,  and  enjoy  every  moment  of  it. 
No  idleness,  no  laziness,  no  procrastination :  never 
put  off  till  to-morrow  what  you  can  do  to-day.  That 
was  the  rule  of  the  famous  and  unfortunate  Pensionary 
De  Witt ;  wlio  by  sti'ictly  following  it,  found  time,  not 
only  to  do  the  whole  business  of  the  Republic,  but  to 
pass  his  evenings  at  assemblies  and  suppers,  as  if  he 
had  had  nothing  else  to  do  or  think  of. 

Adieu,  my  dear  friend,  for  such  I  shall  call  you, 
and  as  such  I  shall,  for  the  future,  live  with  you.  1 
disclaim  all  titles  which  imply  an  authority,  that,  I  am 
persuaded,  you  will  never  give  me  occasion  to  exercise. 

JluUoSf  etfelices,  most  sincerely,  to  Mr.  Harte. 


LondoD,  Jaouar;  8,  0. 8. 1750. 

Dear  Bot, 

I  HAVE  seldom  or  never  written  to  you  upon  the 
subject  of  Religion  and  Morality:  your  own  reason, 
I  am  persuaded,  has  given  you  true  notions  of  both ; 
they  speak  best  for  thcmselvcfl;  but,  if  they  wanted 
assistance,  you  have  Mr.  Uarte  at  hand,  both  for 
precept  and  example:  to  your  own  reason,  therefore, 
and  to  Mr.  Harte,  sliall  I  refer  you,  for  the  reality  of 
both ;  and  confine  myself,  in  this  letter,  to  the  de- 
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cency,  the  utility,  and  the  necessity,  of  scrupulou^^ly 
prestTving  the  appearances  of  both.  When  I  say 
the  appearnnces  of  religion,  I  do  not  mean  that  you 
should  tjilk  or  act  like  a  Missionary,  or  an  enthusiiiet, 
nor  that  you  should  take  up  a  controversial  cudgel 
againt^t  whoever  atUick^  the  sect  you  are  of;  this  would 
be  botli  useless  and  unlxicoraing  your  age  t  but  I  mean 
that  you  should  by  uo  meana  seem  to  approve,  en- 
courage, or  applaud,  lluwe  libertine  notions,  which 
strike  at  religions  equally,  and  wliich  arc  the  poor 
threadbare  topics  of  half  wits,  and  minute  philoso- 
phers. Even  those  who  are  silly  enough  to  laugh  at 
their  jokiw,  are  still  wise  enough  to  distrust  and  detest 
their  characters ;  for,  putting  moral  virtues  at  the 
highest,  and  religion  at  the  lowest,  religion  must  still 
be  allowed  to  be  a  collateral  security,  at  least,  to  vir- 
tue; and  every  prudent  man  will  sooner  trust  to  two 
Bccuritidi  than  to  one.  Whenever,  therefore,  you  ha|>- 
pen  to  be  in  company  with  those  pretended  espriU 
forttiy  or  witli  thoughtless  libcrlincij,  who  laugh  at  all 
religion,  to  show  tiicir  wit,  or  disclaim  it,  to  complete 
their  riot;  let  no  word  or  look  of  yours  intimate  the 
least  approbation  ;  on  the  contrary,  let  a  silent  gravity 
express  your  dislike:  but  enter  not  into  the  subject, 
and  decline  such  unprofitable  and  indecent  controver- 
sies. Depend  ujion  thiH  truth,  That  every  man  is  tbe 
worse  looked  upon,  and  the  less  trusted,  for  being 
thought  to  have  no  religion;  in  spite  of  all  the  pom- 
pous and  Hi>eciou8  epithets  he  may  assume,  of  atprii 
forly  freethinker,  or  mond  phiit>aopher;  and  a  wise 
atheist  (if  such  a  tiling  there  Ls)  would,  for  his  own 
interest,  and  character  in  this  world,  pi*et«ud  to  aome 
religion. 


TO  BIB  flOKf  OH  EbUCATIOy. 


415 


Your  moral  clmractor  miLst  be  not  onl  v  purp,  but, 
like  Ccesar'a  wife,  unsuupected.  The  least  speck  or 
blemish  upon  it  ia  fatal.  Nothing  degrades  and  vili- 
fies more,  for  it  excites  and  unites  deteatalion  and  con- 
tempt. There  are,  however,  wretches  in  the  world 
proiligate  enough  to  explode  all  notions  of  moral  gootl 
and  evil ;  lo  maintain  that  they  are  merely  local,  and 
depend  entirely  upon  the  customs  and  fashions  of  dif- 
ferent countrieis :  nay,  there  are  still,  if  possible,  more 
unaccountable  wretches;  I  mean  tlnjsic  who  alTect  to 
preach  and  propagate  such  aleurd  and  iufamoiis  no- 
tions, without  believing  them  themselves.  These  are 
the  devil's  hyiwcriles.  Avoid  as  much  iw  ix)S8ible 
the  company  of  such  people,  who  reflect  a  degree  of 
discredit  and  infamy  upon  all  who  converse  with 
tbem.  But  as  you  may,  sometimes,  by  accident,  fall 
into  such  company,  take  great  care  that  no  complai- 
sance, no  good-humour,  no  warmth  of  festal  mirth, 
ever  make  you  seem  even  to  acquiesce,  much  Icija  to 
approve  or  aj)plaud,  such  infamous  doctrines.  On  the 
other  hand ;  do  not  debate,  nor  enter  into  serious  ar- 
gument, U{ion  a  subject  so  much  below  it :  but  content 
yourself  with  telling  ihoso  Apostfes,  that  you  know 
they  are  not  serious;  that  you  hove  a  much  better 
opinion  of  them  than  they  would  have  you  have;  and 
that,  you  are  very  sure,  they  would  not  practise  the 
doctrine  they  preach.  But  put  your  private  mark 
upon  them,  and  shun  tiiem  for  ever  afterwards. 

There  is  nottiing  so  delicate  as  your  moral  character, 
and  nothing  which  it  is  your  interest  so  much  to  pre- 
serve pure.  Should  you  be  suspected  of  injustice, 
malignity,  perfidy,  lying,  Ac ,  all  the  parts  aud  knowl- 
edge iu  the  world  will  never  procure  you  esteem, 
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friendship,  or  respect.  A  strange  concurrence  of  cir- 
cumstances htts  sometimes  raised  very  bad  men  to  high 
stations;  but  they  have  been  raised  like  criminals  to 
a  pillory,  where  their  persona  and  their  crimes,  by 
being  more  conspicuous,  are  only  the  more  known,  the 
more  detested,  and  the  more  pelted  and  insulted.  If^ 
in  any  case  whatsoever,  affectation  and  ostentation  are 
pardonable,  it  is  in  the  case  of  morality ;  though,  even 
there,  I  would  not  advise  yon  to  a  pharisaical  pomp 
of  virtue.  But  1  will  recommend  to  you  u  most  scru- 
pulous tenderness  for  your  moral  character,  and  tlie 
utmost  care  not  to  say  or  do  the  least  thing  that  may, 
ever  so  slightly,  taint  it.  Show  yourself,  upon  all 
occasions,  the  advocate,  the  frien<l,  hut  not  the  bully, 
of  Virtue.  Colonel  Chartres,*  whom  you  have  cer- 
tainly heard  of,  (who  was,  I  believe,  the  most  notori- 
ous blasted  rascal  in  the  world,  and  who  had^  by  all 
sorts  of  crimes,  araaased  immense  wealth)  was  so  sen- 
sible of  the  disadvantage  of  a  bad  character,  that  I 
heard  him  once  say,  in  his  impudent  profligate  man- 
ner, that,  though  he  would  not  give  one  farthing 
for  virtue,  he  would  give  ten  thousand  pounds  for  n 
character;  because  he  should  get  a  hundred  thousand 
pounds  by  it:  whereas  he  was  so  blasted  that  he  had 
no  longer  an  opportunity  of  cheating  people.  Is  it 
possible  then  that  an  honest  man  can  neglect  what  a 
wise  rogue  would  purchase  so  dear? 

There  is  one  of  the  vices  above-mentioned,  iuto 
which  people  of  good  education,  and,  in  the  main,  of 

*  PraaciH  CtiArtrM,  wi  frequently  and  dewrvedly  lashod  by  Pop«. 
He  died  in  1731,  nged  sixtr-two.  The  popul^ro  at  his  fancrml  rained 
•  riot,  tiltnost  tore  the  body  oat  of  the  cnffiii,  and  rA>t  dead  dogv  inlo 
tlie  (frave  along  wtlli  it.— See  a  note  to  Ruscoe's  edition  of  Vapt,  tqI. 

v.  p.32i},  tfd.  lS2-t. 
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good  principles,  Bometimes  fall,  from  mistaken  notionB 
of  skill,  dexterity,  and  self-defence;  I  mean  Lying: 
though  it  is  inseparably  attended  with  more  infamy 
and  loss  than  any  other.  The  prudence  and  necesHity 
of  often  concealing  the  truth,  insensibly  seduces  people 
to  violate  it.  It  is  the  only  art  of  mean  capacities, 
and  the  only  refuge  of  mean  spirits.  Whereas  con- 
cealing the  truth,  upon  proper  occasions,  is  as  prudent 
and  as  innocent,  as  telling  a  lie,  upon  any  occasion,  is 
infamous  and  ftxtlish.  I  will  state  you  a  case  in  your 
own  department.  Suppose  you  are  employed  at  a 
foreign  Court,  and  that  the  Minister  of  that  Court  is 
absurd  or  impertinent  enough  to  ask  you  what  your 
instructions  are,  Will  you  tell  hira  a  Ho;  which,  as 
soon  as  found  out,  and  found  out  it  certainly  will  be, 
must  destroy  your  credit,  blast  your  character,  and 
render  you  useless  there?  No.  Will  you  tell  him 
the  truth  then,  and  betray  your  trust?  As  certainly, 
No.  But  you  will  answer  with  firmness,  That  you 
are  surprised  at  such  a  question;  that  you  are  per- 
suaded he  docs  not  expect  an  answer  to  it;  but  that, 
at  all  events,  he  certainly  will  not  have  one.  Such 
an  answer  will  give  him  confidence  in  you ;  he  will 
conceive  an  opinion  of  your  veracity,  of  which  opinion 
you  may  afterwards  make  very  honest  and  fair  ad- 
vantages. But  if,  in  negotiations,  you  are  looked 
upon  as  a  liar,  and  a  trickster,  no  confidence  will  be 
placed  in  you,  nothing  will  be  communicated  to  you, 
and  you  will  be  in  the  situation  of  a  man  who  has 
been  burnt  in  the  cheek;  and  who,  from  that  mark, 
cannot  afterwards  get  an  honest  liveliliood  W  he  would, 
but  must  continue  a  thief. 

Lord  Bacon  very  justly  makes  a  distinction  between 
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Simulation  aud  Dissimulution,  and  allows  the  latter 
ratlier  than  ihe  former  :  but  Btill  observes,  tkut  ibey 
are  tlie  weaker  sort  of  Politicians  who  have  recourse 
to  eilhor.  A  man  who  has  strength  of  raiad,  and 
strength  of  parts,  wants  neither  of  them.  Certainly 
(says  he)  tlie  ablest  men  that  ever  were,  liave  all  liad 
an  openness  and  frankne^  of  dealing^  and  a  name  of 
certaiiity  atid  veracity  ;  but  then,  they  were  like  liorses 
well'-managed :  for  they  could  telly  passing  well,  when 
to  stop,  or  turn :  and  at  such  times,  when  tJiey  thmtght 
the  case  indeed  required  some  disslmukUionj  if  then 
they  used  it,  it  came  to  pass,  that  the  former  opini^tn 
^ead  abroad,  of  their  good  faith  and  clearness  of 
dealingt  made  tliem  almost  inirisible. 

There  are  people  who  indulge  themselves  in  a  sort 
of  lying,  which  they  reckon  innocent,  and  wliich  in 
one  sense  is  so;  for  it  hurts  nobody  but  thoiiiKclves. 
This  sort  of  lying  is  the  spurious  of&pring  of  vanity, 
begotten  upon  folly :  these  people  deal  in  the  marvel- 
lous; they  have  seen  Bome  things  that  never  existed  ; 
they  have  seen  other  things  which  tliey  never  really 
saw,  though  they  did  exist,  only  because  they  were 
thought  worth  seeing.  Has  anytliing  remarkable  been 
said  or  done  in  any  place,  or  in  any  company  ?  they 
immediately  pre&ent  and  declare  thumselvea  eye  or  ear 
witneBBGB  of  it.  They  have  done  feats  themdelvee, 
uuattempted,  or  at  least  un|>erformed  by  othere.  They 
are  always  the  heroes  of  their  own  fables;  and  think 
that  they  gain  consideration,  or  at  least  j)resent  atten- 
tion, by  it.  Whereas,  in  truth,  all  they  get  is  ridicule 
and  contempt,  not  without  a  good  degree  of  distrust: 
for  one  must  naturally  couclude,  that  he  who  will  tell 
any  lie  from  idle  vauity,  wilt  nut  scruple  tfdling  a 
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Iter  for  interest.  Had  I  really  seen  anything  so 
Tcry  extraordinary  as  to  be  almost  incredible,  I  would 
keep  it  to  myself,  rather  than,  by  telling  it,  give  any 
one  body  room  to  doubt  for  one  minute  of  my  veracity. 
It  is  most  certain,  that  the  reputation  of  chastity  is 
not  so  necessary  for  a  woman,  as  tliat  of  veracity  is  for 
a  man  :  and  witli  reason  :  for  it  is  possible  for  a  woman 
to  be  virtuous,  though  not  strictly  chaste :  but  it  is 
not  possible  for  a  man  to  be  virtuous  without  strict 
veracity.  The  slips  of  the  poor  women  are  sometimes 
mere  bodily  frailties;  but  a  lie  iu  a  man  is  a  vice  of 
the  mind,  and  of  the  heart.  For  God's  sake,  be 
scrupulously  jealous  of  the  purity  of  your  moral  cliar- 
actcr;  keep  it  immaculate,  unblemished,  unsullied; 
and  it  will  be  unsuspected.  Defamation  and  calumny 
never  attiick,  where  there  is  no  weak  place;  they 
magnify,  but  they  do  not  create. 

There  is  a  very  great  difference  between  that  purity 
of  character,  which  I  so  earnestly  recommend  to  you, 
and  the  Stoical  gravity  and  austerity  of  character, 
which  I  do  by  no  means  recommend  to  you.  At  yonr 
age,  I  would  no  more  wish  you  to  be  a  Cato*  than  a 
Ciodius.  Be,  and  l>e  reckonerl  a  man  of  jdeasure,  as 
well  as  a  man  of  business.  Enjoy  this  happy  and 
giddy  time  of  your  Hie ;  shine  in  the  pleasures,  and  in 
the  company  of  people  of  your  own  age.  This  ia  all 
to  be  done,  and  indeed  only  can  be  done,  without  the 
least  taint  to  the  purity  of  your  moral  character;  for 
tliose  mistaken  young  fellows,  who  think  to  shine  by 
an  impious  or  immoral  licentiousness,  shine  only  from 
their  stinking,  like  corrupted  flesh  in  the  dark.  With- 
out this  purity,  you  can  have  no  dignity  of  character; 
and  without  dignity  of  character,  it  is  im|>ossible  to 
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rise  in  the  world.  You  must  be  re-^peclable,  if  you 
will  be  respected.  I  have  known  people  slattern  away 
their  character,  without  really  polluting  it;  the  con- 
sequence of  which  has  been,  that  they  have  become 
innocently  contemptible ;  their  merit  has  been  dimmed, 
their  pretensions  unregarded,  and  all  their  views  de- 
feated. Character  must  be  kept  bright,  as  well  as 
clean.  Content  yourself  with  metliocrity  in  nothing. 
In  purity  of  character,  and  in  jwliteness  of  mnnners, 
labour  to  excel  all,  if  you  wish  to  equal  many.    Adieu. 


L«odon,  Jtuuu7  11,  O.  6. 1760. 

My  dear  Friekd, 

Yesterday  I  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Harte,  of  the 
31st  December,  N.8.,  which  I  will  answer  soon;  and 
for  which  I  desire  you  to  return  liim  my  thanks  now. 
He  tells  me  two  things  that  give  me  great  satiHi'action ; 
one  is,  that  there  are  very  few  Knglish  at  Rome ;  the 
other  is,  that  you  frequent  the  best  foreign  companies. 
This  last  is  a  very  good  symptom ;  for  a  man  of  sense 
is  never  desirous  to  frequent  those  companies  where 
lie  is  not  desirous  to  please,  or  where  he  finds  thiit  ho 
displeases.  It  will  not  be  expected  in  those  com- 
panies, that  at  your  age  you  tdiouhl  have  tlie  garbo^ 
the  disinvoltiira,  and  the  leggiadria  of  a  man  of  five- 
and-twcnty,  who  has  been  long  used  to  keep  the  best 
companies;  and  therefore  do  not  be  discouraged,  and 
think  yourself  either  slighted  or  laughed  at,  because 
yon  see  others,  older  and  more  used  to  the  world, 
easier,  more  familiar,  and  consequently  rather  better 
received  in  those  companies  than  youi->)clf.  In  time 
your  turn  will  come;  and  if  you  do  but  show  an  in* 
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clination,  a  desire  to  please,  though  you  should  be 
embarrassed,  or  even  err  in  the  means,  (whirli  must 
necessarily  happen  to  you  at  Oi-st)  yet  the  will  (to  u»e 
a  vulgar  expression)  will  be  taken  for  the  deed ;  and 
people,  instead  of  laughing  at  you,  will  be  glad  to  in- 
Btruct  you.  Good-yeime  can  only  give  you  the  great 
outlines  of  good-breeding;  but  observation  and  usage 
can  alone  give  you  the  delicato  touches  and  the  fine 
colouring.  You  will  naturally  endeavour  to  show  the 
utmost  respect  to  pet)ple  of  certain  ntnks  and  char- 
acters, and  consequently  you  will  show  it;  but  the 
proper,  the  delicate  manner  of  showing  that  respect, 
nothing  but  observation  and  time  can  give. 

I  remember,  that  when,  with  all  the  awkwardness 
and  rust  of  Cambridge  about  me,  I  was  first  intro- 
duced into  good  company,  I  was  frightened. out  of  my 
wits.  I  was  determined  to  be  what  I  thought  civil ; 
I  made  fine  low  bows,  and  placed  myself  below  every- 
body ;  but  when  1  was  spoken  to,  or  attempted  to 
ftpeak  myself,  obslypui,  9fefenm/qne  comw,  ei  vox  faU" 
\<oihvA  h<EsiL  If  I  saw  people  whisi>er,  I  was  sure  it 
twas  at  me ;  and  I  thought  myself  the  sole  object  of 
either  the  ridicule  or  the  censure  of  the  whole  com- 
pany, who,  God  knows,  did  not  trouble  their  heads 
about  me.  In  this  way  I  suffered,  for  some  time,  like 
a  crimiuul  at  the  bar;  and  should  certaiuly  have  re- 
nounced all  polite  conijjany  for  ever,  if  I  had  not 
been  so  convinced  of  the  absolute  necessity  of  form- 
ing my  manners  upon  those  of  the  best  companies, 
that  I  determined  to  pei-severe, and  suffer  anything  or 
everything  rather  than  not  compass  that  point.  In- 
sensibly it  grew  easier  to  me ;  and  I  began  not  to  bow 
so  ridiculously  low,  and  to  answer  questions  without 
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great  hesitation  or  stammering :  if,  now  Hnd  then, 
some  charitable  jieople,  seeing  my  embarrassment,  untl 
being  dcsosuvrc  themselves,  came  nnd  spoke  to  me,  I 
considered  them  us  angels  sent  to  comfort  me;  and 
that  gave  me  li  little  courage.  I  got  more  soon  after- 
wards, and  was  intrepid  enough  to  go  up  to  a  fine 
woman,  and  tell  her  that  I  thought  it  a  warm  day ; 
she  answered  me,  very  civilly,  that  slie  thought  so 
too ;  upon  which  the  conversation  ceased,  on  my  part, 
for  some  time,  till  she,  goodnnturedly  resuming  it, 
spoke  to  me  thus:  "I  see  your  emburrai^muut,  and  I 
"  am  sure  that  the  few  words  you  said  to  me  cost  you 
"  a  great  deal ;  but  do  not  be  discouraged  for  that 
"reason,  and  avoid  good  company  :  we  see  that  you 
"desire  to  please,  and  that  is  the  main  j>oint;  you 
"  want  only  the  manner,  nud  you  think  tliat  yon  want 
"it  still  more  than  you  do.  You  must  go  through 
"  your  noviciate  before  you  can  profess  good-breed- 
"  iiig ;  and,  if  you  will  be  my  novice,  I  will  present 
"you  to  my  acquaintance  as  such." 

You  will  easily  imagine  how  much  this  speoch 
pleased  me,  and  how  awkwardly  I  answered  it;  I 
hemmed  once  or  twice  (for  it  gave  me  a  burr  in  my 
throat)  before  I  could  tell  her  that  1  wjis  very  much 
obliged  to  her;  that  it  wit8  true  that  I  had  a  great 
deal  of  reason  to  distrust  my  own  behaviour,  not 
being  used  to  fine  company;  and  that  I  should  be 
proud  of  being  her  novice,  and  receiving  her  instruc- 
tions. As  soon  as  I  had  lumblo<1  out  this  answer, 
she  called  up  throe  or  four  people  to  her,  and  said : 
S^ves  vous  (for  she  was  a  foreigner^  and  I  wus  abroad) 
qne  fax  entrejiris  cc  Jetitie  homtne^  et  fjuil  le  faui  ro*- 
8urer  f    Four  #»ot,  je  croU  fn  avoir  fail  la  coiupi^te. 
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car  it  s'ed  ^mandp^  dans  fo  momenl  au  point  de  me 
dirct  en  iremAUinl,  qu*il  faUoil  cJmud.  H  f<rui  que 
V0U8  m^aidieZf  <l  h  deroniller.  II  hi  faut  ner.csgaire- 
meni  une  pamon,  et  8*11  ne  in  en  juge  pm  digne^  noiis 
lui  en  chercheron^  quelque  autre.  Au  res/e^  mon  no- 
vice^ n'aliez  pas  vous  rn-cavniller  Ofvec  des  jUiejn  d' opera 
et  de«  com?dient\€8  qui  vou8  ^pargneronl  les  Jraix  el  du 

iHment  et  de  h  polU^^ae,  maig  q%ti  vom  en  couleroni 
hien  pliU!  5  tottl  autre  ryard.  Je  voxis  le  dig  mrore;  si 
vovn  vom  eneanaillez  vous  ^tes  pcrdUf  mon  ami,  Ceg 
vialheurciMes  ruineroni  el  mire  fortune^  el  v6lre  sanli, 
corromperonl  vos  inceurg^  el  vom  rCaurez  jamais  le  Ion 
de  la  bonne  compagnie.  The  company  laughed  at  this 
lecture,  and  I  was  stunned  with  it.  I  did  not  know 
whether  slie  was  serious  or  in  jest.  By  turns  I  was 
pleased,  ashamed,  cncotn-aged,  and  dejected.  But  when 
I  found  afterwardfl,  that  both  she,  and  those  to  whom 
she  had  presented  me,  countenanced  and  protected  me 
in  company,  I  gra<hially  got  more  a^urance,  and 
began  not  to  be  ashamed  of  endeavouring  to  be  civil. 
I  copied  the  best  masters,  at  first  servilely,  afterwards 
more  freely,  and  at  last  I  joined  habit  and  invention. 

All  this  will  happen  to  you,  if  you  jwrsevcre  in  the 
desire  of  pleasing,  and  shining  as  a  man  of  the  world  ; 
that  part  of  your  character  is  the  only  one,  about  which 
I  have  at  present  the  least  doubt  I  cannot  entertain 
the  least  suspicion  of  your  moral  character;  your 
learned  character  is  out  of  question.  Your  polite 
character  is  now  the  only  remaining  object  that  gives 
me  the  least  anxiety ;  and  you  are  now  in  the  right 
.way  of  finishing  it.  Your  constaut  collision  with 
good  company  will,  of  course,  smooth  and  i>olish  you. 
I  could  wish  that  you  would  say,  to  the  five  or  six 
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men  or  women  with  whom  you  are  t!ie  most  uc- 
quaiutcd,  that  you  are  sensible,  that,  from  youth  and 
inexperience,  you  must  make  many  mistakes  iu  good- 
bree<liug;  that  you  beg  of  them  to  correct  you,  with- 
out reserve,  wlierever  they  see  you  fail ;  ami  that  you 
shall  take  such  admonitions  as  the  strongest  proofs  of 
tiieir  frieudsliip.  Such  a  oonfeBsion  and  applicaUoa 
will  be  very  engaging  to  those  to  whom  you  make 
them.  They  will  tell  others  of  them,  who  will  bo 
pleased  witb  that  disposition,  and,  in  a  friendly  man- 
ner, tell  you  of  any  little  slip  or  error.  The  Duke 
de  Nivernois  would,  I  am  sure,  be  charmed,  if  you 
dropped  such  a  thing  to  him;  adding,  that  you  loved 
to  addi-ess  yourself  always  to  the  best  masters.  Ob- 
serve also,  the  different  modes  of  good-breeding  of 
several  nations,  and  conform  yourself  to  tliera  respec- 
tively. Use  an  easy  civility  with  the  French,  more 
ceremony  with  tlie  Italians,  and  still  more  with  the 
Germans;  but  let  it  be  without  embarrnssment,  and 
with  ease.  Bring  it,  by  use,  to  bo  habitual  to  you; 
for,  if  it  seems  unwilling  and  forced,  it  will  never 
please.  Omnis  Aristippum  decuU  color,  et  rcg.  Ac- 
quire an  easiness  and  versatility  of  manners,  as  well 
as  of  mind;  and,  like  the  chameleon,  take  tlie  hue  of 
the  company  you  are  with. 

There  is  a  sort  of  veteran  women  of  condition,  who, 
having  lived  always  in  the  f^rand  monde,  and  having 
{>ossibIy  had  some  gallantries,  together  with  the  experi- 
ence of  five-and-twenty  or  thirty  years,  form  a  young 
fellow  better  than  all  the  rules  that  can  be  given  him. 
These  women  being  past  their  bloom,  are  extremely 
flattered  by  the  least  attention  from  a  young  fellow ; 
and  they  will  |>oiut  out  to  him  thoeo  munuerv  uud 
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attentions  tbat  pleased  and  engaged  them,  when 
they  were  in  the  pride  of  tlieir  youtli  nnd  beauty. 
Wiierever  you  go,  make  some  of  tliose  women  your 
friends ;  whicli  a  very  little  mutter  will  do.  Ask  their 
advice,  tell  them  your  doubts  or  difficulties,  as  to  your 
behaviour:  but  take  great  care  not  to  drop  one  word 
of  their  experience ;  for  experience  implies  age,  and 
the  suspicion  of  age,  no  woman,  let  her  he  ever  so  old, 
ever  forgives. 

I  long  for  your  picture,  which  Mr.  Hnrte  tells  me  is 
now  drawing.  1  want  to  see  your  countenance,  your 
air,  and  even  your  dress;  the  better  they  all  three  are, 
the  better ;  I  am  not  wise  enough  to  despise  any  one 
of  them.  Your  dress,  at  least,  is  in  your  own  jwwer, 
and  I  hope  tbat  you  mind  it  to  a  proper  degree.  Yours. 
Adieu. 


London,  JsuuBry  18,  O.  S.  17fi0. 
My    DEAR    FBIEyD, 

I  cONsrnER  the  solid  part  of  your  little  e<lifice  as  so 
near  being  Bnished  nnd  completed,  that  my  only  re- 
maining care  is  about  the  embellishments;  and  that 
muKt  now  be  your  principal  care  too.  Adorn  your- 
self with  all  those  graces  and  accomplishments,  which, 
without  solidity,  are  frivolous;  but  without  which, 
solidity  is,  to  a  great  degree,  useless.  Take  one  man, 
with  a  very  moderate  degree  of  knowledge,  hut  with 
a  pleasing  figure,  a  prepossessing  address,  graceful  in 
all  that  he  ^ays  and  does,  polite,  liant,  and,  in  short, 
adorned  with  all  the  lesser  talents;  and  take  another 
man,  witli  sound  sense  and  profound  knowledge,  but 
without  the  above-mentioned  advantages;  the  former 
will  not  only  get  the  better  of  the  latter,  in  every  pur- 
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suil  of  every  kind,  but  in  truth  there  will  be  no  sort 
of  competition  between  them.  But  can  every  mnn 
acquire  these  advantages?  I  suy  Yes,  if  he  please; 
supposing  he  is  in  a  situation,  and  in  circumstances,  to 
frequent  good  company.  Attention^  olwerviUion,  and 
imitation,  will  most  iufullibly  do  it.  AVhen  you  eee  a 
man,  whose  lirst  alford  ntrikea  you,  preposseaBes  you  in 
his  favour,  and  makes  you  entertain  a  good  opinion  of 
him,  you  do  not  know  why:  analyse  that  abord,  and 
examine,  witiiin  yourself,  the  several  pjirts  that  com- 
pose it ;  and  you  will  generally  find  it  to  be  the  rewiU, 
the  happy  assemblage,  of  modesty  unenibarr;i£sedy 
respect  without  timidity,  a  genteel,  but  unaffected  atti- 
tude of  body  and  limbs,  an  open,  cheerful,  bul  unsmirk- 
ing  counteimucc,  and  a  dress,  by  no  means  negligent, 
and  yet  not  foppish.  Copy  him,  then,  not  servilely, 
but  as  some  of  the  greatest  masters  of  painting  have 
copied  ottiers;  insomuch,  that  their  coping  have  IxH^ti 
equal  to  the  originals,  both  as  to  benuty  and  fi-eedom. 
When  you  see  a  man,  who  is  universally  allowed  to 
shine  a^  au  agreetd>le  well-bre<1  man,  and  a  fine  geutlo- 
roan,  (as  for  example,  the  Duke  de  Nivernois,)  attend 
to  him.  wateh  him  carefully ;  observe  in  what  manner 
he  addresses  himself  to  his  Buperiors,  liow  he  lives 
with  his  equals,  and  how  he  treats  his  inferiors  Mind 
his  turn  of  conversation,  in  the  several  situations  of 
morning  visits,  the  table,  and  the  evening  amu8em<«nts. 
Imitate,  without  mimicking  him;  and  be  his  dupli- 
cate, but  not  his  ape.  You  witl  find  that  he  takes 
care  never  to  say  or  do  anyttiing,  that  can  be  con- 
strued into  a  slight,  or  a  negligence;  or  that  eau,  in 
any  degree,  mortify  people's  vanity  and  »>elf-love;  on 
the  contrary,  you  will  perceive  that  he  make^  people 
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pleaswl  with  him,  by  iDBkinp;  them  first  plenwil  with 
themselves:  he  shows  respect,  regard,  esteem,  iiud  at- 
tention, where  they  are  severally  proper  ;  he  sows  them 
witlj  CJire,  and  he  reaps  them  in  plenty. 

These  amiable  accoinplishmenly  are  all  to  be  ac- 
quired by  use  and  imitation ;  for  we  are,  in  truth, 
more  than  half  what  we  are,  by  imitation.  The  great 
point  is,  to  choose  good  moilels,  and  to  study  them 
with  care.  People  insensibly  contract,  not  only  the 
air,  the  manners,  and  the  vices,  of  those  with  whom 
they  commonly  converse,  but  their  virtues  too,  and 
even  their  way  of  thinking.  This  is  so  true,  that  I 
have  known  very  plain  understandings  catch  a  certain 
degree  of  wit,  by  constantly  conversing  with  those 
who  had  a  great  deal.  Persist,  therefore,  in  keeping 
the  best  company,  and  you  will  insensibly  become  like 
them ;  but  if  you  add  attention  and  observation,  you 
will  very  soon  be  one  of  them.  This  inevitable  con- 
tagion of  company,  shows  you  the  necessity  of  keeping 
tiie  best,  and  avoiding  all  other ;  for  in  every  one, 
something  will  stick.  You  have  hitherto,  I  confess, 
had  very  few  opportunities  of  keeping  polite  com- 
pany. Wejitminster  school  is,  undoubtedly,  the  seat 
of  illilwral  manners  and  brutal  behaviour.  Ijeipsig, 
I  suppose,  is  not  the  scat  of  refined  and  elegant 
manners.  Venice,  I  believe,  has  done  something; 
|Kome,  I  hope,  will  do  a  great  denl  more;  and  Paris 
rill,  I  dare  say,  do  all  that  you  want:  always  sup- 

jing,  that  you  frequent  the  best  companies,  and  in 
the  intention  of  improving  and  forming  yourself;  for, 
without  that  intention,  nothing  will  do. 

I  here  subjoin  a  list  of  all  those  necessary,  orna- 
mentul  accomplishuients,    (without  which,   no   man 
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living  can  either  please  or  rise  in  the  world,)  which 
hitherto  1  fear  you  want,  and  wliich  only  re<juire 
your  care  and  attention  to  possess. 

To  speak  elegantly,  whatever  language  you  speak 
in  ;  without  which,  nobody  will  hear  you  with  pleaij- 
ure,  and,  consequently,  you  will  speak  to  very  little 
purpose. 

An  agreeable  and  distinct  elocution  ;  without  which 
nobody  will  hear  you  with  patience;  this  everylxxly 
raay  acijuire,  who  is  not  born  with  some  imperfection 
in  the  organs  of  speech.  You  are  not;  aud  tlierefore 
it  is  wholly  in  your  power.  You  need  take  much  leaft 
pains  for  it  than  Demosthenes  did. 

A  distinguished  iwliteness  of  manners  und  acidress; 
which  common  sense,  observation,  good  company,  aud 
imitation,  wiil  infallibly  give  you,  if  you  will  accept 
of  it 

A  genteel  carriage,  and  graceful  motions,  witli  the 
air  of  a  man  of  fashion.  A  good  dancing-master, 
with  some  care  on  your  part,  and  some  imibition  of 
those  who  excel,  will  soon  bring  this  about. 

To  be  extremely  clean  in  your  person,  and  perfectly 
well  dressed,  according  to  the  fiiHliion,  1>e  that  what  it 
will.  Your  negligence  of  dress,  while  you  were  a 
Bchool-boy,  was  jjardonable,  but  would  not  be  so  now. 

Upon  the  whole,  take  it  for  granted,  that,  without 
these  accomplishments,  all  you  know,  and  all  you  can 
do,  will  avail  you  very  little.     Adieu. 
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London,  January-  25,  0.  S.  1760. 

Mt  oeab  Fbiend, 

It  is  so  long  since  I  bare  lieard  from  you,  that  I 
supixjse  Rome  engrosses  every  moment  of  your  time; 
and  if  it  engrosses  it  in  the  manner  I  could  wish,  I 
willingly  give  up  my  share  of  it.  I  would  rather 
prodesse  quam  con»pici.  Put  out  your  time  but  to 
good  interest,  and  I  do  not  desire  to  borrow  much  of 
it.  Your  studies,  the  respectable  remains  of  antiquity, 
and  your  evenings'  nmusemeiils,  cannot,  and  indeetl 
ought  not,  to  leave  you  much  time  to  write.  You 
will  probably  never  see  Rome  again;  and  therefore 
you  ought  to  see  it  well  now :  by  seeing  it  well,  1  do 
not  mean  only  the  buildings,  statues,  and  paintings; 
though  they  undoubtedly  deserve  your  attention  ;  but 
I  mean  seeing  Into  the  constitution  and  government 
of  it.  But  these  things  certainly  occur  to  your  own 
common  sense. 

How  go  your  pleasures  at  Korac?  Are  you  in 
fashion  there;  that  is,  do  you  live  with  the  j>eople 
who  are?  The  only  way  of  being  so  yourself,  in 
time.  Are  you  domestic  enough  in  any  consider- 
able liouse  to  be  called  U.  petit  Stanhope  ?  Has  any 
woman  of  fashion  and  good-hreefiing  taken  the  tiv^uble 
of  abusing  and  laughing  at  you  amicably  to  your  face? 
Have  you  found  a  good  decrolfeuse?  For  tliedc  are 
the  ste[)8  by  which  you  must  rise  to  politeness.  I  do 
not  presume  to  ask  if  you  have  any  attachment,  be- 
cause I  believe  you  will  not  make  me  your  Confident; 
but  this  I  will  say  eventually,  that  if  you  have  one, 
il  ftiut  bien  -payer  d^altcntions  et  de  pelUs  goinA,  if 
you  would  have  your  sacrifice  propitiously  received. 
Women  are  not  so  much  tuken  by  be-auiy  as  men 


430 


LORD  CHESTER  FT  ELD  8  LETTBBS 


are,  but  prefer  those  men  who  show  them  the  most] 
attention. 

Would  you  cngnfre  the  loTcljr  fair? 

With  getitle^i  auianere  treat  h«r ; 
With  lender  looln  and  gracefal  air. 

In  eofl«»t  accents  grc«t  hor. 

Verse  were  but  vaia,  the  Musea  fiiil. 

Without  the  Qraceia'  aid ; 
The  Ood  of  Vewe  couM  not  prevail 

To  »top  the  flying  maid. 

Attenlion  by  atteatiooa  gain. 

And  merit  caro  by  carea ; 
So  nhall  the  uymph  revnrd  yonr  pain, 

And  Venus  crown  your  prayers.* 

A  man*s  address  and  manner  weighs  much  more 
with  them  than  his  beauty ;  and  without  them,  the 
Abbali  and  the  Moiisignori  will  get  the  better  of  you. 
This  address  and  manner  should  be  exceedingly  re- 
spectful, but  at  the  same  time  easy  and  unembaiTaAsed. 
Your  chit-chat  or  eniregent  with  them,  neither  can 
nor  ought  to  he  very  solid ;  but  you  should  take  care 
to  turn  and  droKS  up  your  trifles  prettily,  and  make 
them  every  now  and  then  convey  indirectly  some 
little  piece  of  flattery.  A  fan,  a  ribhand,  or  a  head- 
dress,  are  great  materials  for  gallant.  di^HerUitions,  to 
one  who  has  got  le  ion  leger  cl  aimable  dc  la  bonne 
compagnie.  At  all  events,  a  man  had  better  talk  too 
mucli  to  women  than  too  little ;  they  take  silence  fur 
dulneas,  unless  where  they  think  the  passion  they 
have  inspired  occasions  it;  and  in  that  case  tliey 
adopt  the  notion,  that 

*  Tbeae  tbrev  ataazua  ore  by  Lord  Cbcstfltfleld  hituaeir. 
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Bilence  in  love  betrays  more  woe 
Tban  worda — thougli  ne'er  bo  witty; 

The  beggar  that  Is  dumb,  we  know, 
Dcaservee  a  doable  pity. 

A  propos  of  this  subject;  what  progress  do  you 
make  in  t)iai  language  in  which  Charles  V.  said  that 
lie  wouhl  choose  to  speak  to  his  mistress?*  Have 
you  got  all  the  tender  diminutives  in  eila,  ina,  and 
eliina;  which  I  presume  he  alluded  to?  You  already 
possess,  and  I  hope  take  cnrc  not  to  forgot,  that  lan- 
guage which  he  reserved  fur  his  horecf  You  are 
absolutely  mHster,  too,  of  that  language  in  which  he 
said  he  would  converse  with  men ;  French.  But  iu 
every  language,  pray  attend  carefully  to  the  choice  of 
your  words  and  to  the  turn  of  your  exjiression ;  indeetl, 
it  is  a  point  of  Tei*y  great  consequence.  To  he  heard 
with  success,  you  must  be  heard  with  pleasure:  words 
are  the  dress  of  thoughts,  which  should  no  more  be 
presented  in  rags,  tatters,  and  dirt  than  your  jierson 
should.  By  the  way,  do  you  mind  your  pcreon  and 
your  dress  sufficiently  ?  Do  you  take  great  care  of 
your  teeth?  Pray  have  them  put  in  order  by  the 
best  operator  at  Rome.  Are  you  be-laced,  be-pow- 
dered,  and  be-feathered,  as  other  young  fellows  are, 
and  should  be?  At  your  age,  il  faut  du  brilhtnl,  el 
m/htie  un  pcu  de  fracas,  mah  point  de  mediocre^  ilfaut 
un  air  vif,  ais(  ei  7ioble,  Avec  les  hommesj  un  main- 
tien  respeciuettx  el  un  memr  terns  respectable  ;  avec  Us 
fenimeSf  un  caquet  Uger  enjout;  et  badhij  mais  toujours 
fort  poli. 

To  give  you  an  opportunity  of  exerting  your  talents, 
I  send  you  here  enclosed  a  letter  of  reconimendatiou 

Icaliau.  t  Gennon. 
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from  Monsieur  Villettes  to  Madame  de  Simonctti  at 
Milan,  a  woman  of  the  first  faahion  and  consideration 
there:  and  I  Bliall  in  my  next  send  you  another  from 
the  same  person  to  Madame  Clerici  at  the  same  place. 
As  these  two  ladies'  houses  are  the  resort  of  all  tlie 
people  of  fashion  at  Milan,*  those  two  recommenda- 
tions will  introduce  you  to  them  all.  Let  me  know  in 
due  time  if  you  have  received  these  two  letters,  that  I 
may  liave  theui  renewed  in  case  of  accidents. 

Adieu !  my  dear  friend !  study  hard  ;  divert  yonr- 
self  heartily  :  distinguish  carefully  between  the  pleas- 
ures of  a  man  of  fashion  and  the  vices  of  a  scoundrel : 
pursue  the  former  and  abhor  the  latter,  like  a  man  of 
sense. 


L'jDdoD,  Februuy  5,  O.a  1760. 

Mt  dear  Friend. 

Very  few  people  are  good  economista  of  their  for- 
tune, and  still  fewer  of  their  time;  and  yet  of  the  two 
the  latter  is  the  most  precious.  I  heartily  wish  you 
to  be  a  good  economist  of  both  ;  and  you  are  now  of 
an  age  to  begin  to  think  seriously  of  those  two  imiH)r- 
tant  articles.  Young  people  ore  apt  to  think  they  have 
so  much  Lime  before  them,  that  they  may  scjuandor 
what  they  please  of  it,  and  yet  have  enough  leil;  as 
very  great  fortunes  have  frequently  seduced  people  to 
a  ruinous  profusion  :  fatiil  mistakes!  always  repented 
of,  but  always  too  late  I     Old  Mr.  Lowndes,!  the 

*  Of  n  Mhortljr  tubiequeot  period,  Muniiear  Dut^ni  writes:  "  II  y  * 
"  bettiaiup  (le  graodei  msiaotw  ricbw  i.  Milan.  Dans  le  t«iiipa  que  J*y 
"{tins  lee  maitonft  LtUt,  Clerici.  Ac,  y  faieolent  la  [<reniidn  figure." 
— Mem.  d'liii  Voyagcur,  toI.  I.  p.  327, 

t  U'lllium  liowniles,  who  rcprescoted  8L  MawM  and  other  pUctti. 
He  la  chlofiy  remarkable  for  his  elaborate  speech  In  the  out  of  Athby 
aud  White,  January  25,  1704. 
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famous  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  the  reigns  of 
King  William,  Queen  Anne,  autl  King  George  the 
First,  used  to  say,  (ake  care  oflhepejice,  and  (he pounds 
will  t^ke  care  of  Ih-e^nsehes.  To  this  maxim,  which 
he  not  only  preached  but  practised,  his  two  grarnlsous 
at  this  time  owe  the  very  considerable  fortunes  that  he 
left  them. 

This  holds  equally  true  as  to  time;  and  I  most 
earnestly  recommend  to  you  the  care  of  those  minutes 
and  quarters  of  hours,  in  the  course  of  the  day,  which 
people  thiuk  too  short  to  deserve  their  attention;  and 
yet,  if  summed  up  at  the  end  of  the  year,  would 
amount  to  a  very  considerable  portion  of  time.  For 
example :  you  are  to  be  at  such  a  place  at  twelve,  by 
appointment;  you  go  out  at  eleven  to  make  two  or 
three  visits  Brst;  those  persons  arc  not  &t  home  ;  in- 
stead of  sauntering  away  that  intermediate  time  at  a 
coffee-house,  and  possibly  alone,  return  home,  write  a 
letter,  beforehand,  for  the  ensuing  post,  or  take  up  a 
good  book ;  I  do  not  mean  Descartes,  Mallebranche, 
Locke,  or  Newton,  by  way  of  dipping;  but  some  book 
of  rational  amusemeut ;  and  iletached  pieces,  as  Horace, 
Boileau,  Waller,  La  Bruyere,  Ac.  This  will  be  so  much 
time  saved,  and  by  no  means  ill  employed.  Many 
people  lose  a  great  deal  of  time  by  reading,  for  they 
read  frivolous  and  idle  books;  such  as  the  absurd 
romances  of  the  two  last  centuries,  where  characters 
that  never  existed  are  insipidly  displayed,  and  senti- 
ments that  were  never  felt  pompously  described :  the 
Oriental  ravings  and  cxtravugances  of  the  Anibian 
Nights  and  Mogul  Tales;  or  the  new  ^\msy  hrockurea 
that  now  swarm  in  France,  of  Fairy  Talcs,  Rfjlcxiwia 

8ur  le   CcEur  el  CJCspriit  Meiaphynque  de  V Amour, 
YoL.  I.  aa 
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Analyse  de  Beaux  Senthnenia ;  and  such  sort  of  idle 
frivolous  stuff,  that  nourishes  and  improves  the  miud 
just  as  much  as  whipped  cream  would  the  body.  Stick 
to  the  beat  established  books  in  every  language;  the 
celebrated  poets,  historians,  orators  or  philosophers. 
By  these  means  (to  use  a  city  metaphor)  you  will 
make  fifty  per  cent,  of  that  time  of  which  others  doj 
not  make  above  three  or  four^  or  probably  notlungj 
at  all. 

Many  people  lose  a  great  deal  of  their  time  by 
laziness;  they  loll  and  yawn  in  a  great  chair,  tell 
themselves  that  they  have  not  time  to  begin  anything 
then,  and  that  it  will  do  as  well  another  time.  This 
is  a  most  unfortunate  disposition,  and  the  gi'eatest  ob- 
struction to  both  knowledge  and  business.  At  your 
age,  you  have  no  right  nor  claim  to  laziness ;  I  havey 
if  I  please,  being  emeritus.  You  are  but  just  listed 
in  the  world,  and  must  be  active,  diligent,  indefati- 
gable. If  ever  you  propose  commanding  with  dig- 
nity, you  must  serve  up  to  it  with  diligence.  Never 
put  off  till  to-morrow  what  you  can  do  to-day. 

Dispatch  is  the  soul  of  business ;  and  nothing  con- 
tributes more  to  Dispatch,  than  Method.     Lay  down 
a  method  for  everything,  and  stick  to  it  inviolably, 
as  far  ^  unexpected  incidents  may  allow.    Fix  one 
certain  hour  and  day  in  the  week  for  your  accomptSp« 
and   keep  them   together  in  their  proi>er  order ; 
which  means  tliey  will  require  very  little  lime,  and' 
you  can  never  be  much  cheated.     WImtever  lettere 
and  pai>er8  you  keep,  docket  and  tie  them  uj)  in  their 
respective  classes,  so  that  you  may  instantly  have  re- 
course to  any  one.     I^y  down  a  method  also  for  your^ 
reading,  for  which  you  allot  a  certain  share  uf  yoi 
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mornings;  let  it  be  in  a  consistent  and  consecutive 
course,  and  not  in  that  desultory  and  immetliodioal 
manner,  in  wliicli  many  people  read  scraps  of  diOcrent 
authors,  upon  diSerent  subjects.  Keep  a  useful  and 
short  common-place  book  of  what  you  read,  to  help 
your  memory  only,  and  not  for  pedantic  quolalions. 
Never  read  History  without  having  maps,  and  a 
chronological  book,  or  tables,  lying  by  you,  and  con- 
stantly recurred  tfl;  without  which,  History  is  only  a 
confused  heap  of  facts.  One  method  more  I  recom- 
mend to  you  by  which  I  have  found  great  benefit, 
even  in  the  most  dissipated  |>art  of  my  life;  that  is, 
to  rise  early,  and  at  the  same  hour  every  morning, 
how  late  soever  you  may  have  sate  up  the  night 
before.  This  secures  you  an  hour  or  two,  at  least,  of 
reading  or  reflection,  before  the  connnon  interruptions 
of  the  morning  begin  ;  and  it  will  save  your  constitu- 
tion, by  forcing  you  to  go  to  bed  early,  at  least  one 
'night  in  three. 

You  will  say,  it  may  be,  as  many  young  people 
would,  that  all  this  order  and  method  is  very  trouble- 
some, only  fit  for  dull  people,  and  a  disagreeable  re- 
straint upon  the  noble  spirit  and  fire  of  youtli.  I 
deny  it;  and  assert,  on  the  contrary,  that  it  will  pro- 
cure you,  both  moi'e  time  and  mure  taste  for  your 
pleasures;  and,  so  far  from  being  troublesome  to  you, 
that,  after  you  have  pursued  it  a  month,  it  would  be 
troublesome  to  you  to  lay  it  aside.  Business  whets 
the  a[>i>etite,  and  given  a  taste  of  pleasures,  as  exercise 
does  to  food :  and  busincas  can  never  be  done  without 
method:  it  raises  the  spirits  for  pleasures;  and  a 
Mieciackf^  ball,  an  a-ssembly,  will  much  more  sensibly 
alTect  a  man  who  has  employed,  than  a  man  who  has 
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lost,  the  preceding  part  of  tlie  clay ;  nay,  I  will  venture 
to  say,  that  a  fine  lady  will  seem  to  have  more  charms, 
to  a  man  of  study  or  business,  than  to  a  saunterer. 
The  same  liatlessness  runs  through  his  whole  conduct, 
and  he  is  as  insipid  in  his  pleasures,  as  inefficient  in 
everything  else. 

I  hope  you  e^rn  your  pleasures,  and  consequently 
taste  them ;  for,  by  the  way,  I  know  a  great  many 
men,  who  call  themselves  Men  of  Pleasure,  but  who, 
in  truth,  have  none.  They  adopt  other  j>eople*8  indis- 
criminately, but  without  any  taste  of  their  own.  I 
have  known  tliem  often  inftict  excesses  upon  them- 
selves,  because  they  thought  tliera  genteel,  though  they 
sate  as  awkwardly  upon  them  ns  other  people's  clotheft. 
would  have  done.  Have  no  pleasures  but  your  own, 
and  then  you  will  shine  in  them.  What  are  yours  f 
Give  me  a  short  history  of  them.  Tenet  vous  voir« 
coin  d  tablcj  et  dans  lea  bonnes  compagnUs  f  y  hritltz 
vous  du  cote  de  la  politejtge,  de  Vei^joueTnent,  du  badu 
nagef  £ks  vovs  galanlf  FiUz  voits  U  parfaW' 
amour  t  Est^l  question  de  fiechir  par  V08  mint  el 
par  V08  alteniions  les  rigueurs  de  quelque  fit're  Priit' 
cease  f  You  may  safely  trui^t  me;  for,  though  1  am 
a  severe  censor  of  vice  and  folly,  T  am  a  friend  and 
advocate  for  pleasures,  and  will  contribute  all  in  my 
power  to  yours. 

There  is  a  certain  dignity  to  be  kept  up  in  pleasures, 
as  well  as  in  business.  In  love,  a  man  may  lose  his 
heart  with  dignity;  but  if  he  loses  his  nose,  he  losca 
his  character  into  the  bargain.  At  table,  a  man  may 
witli  decency  have  a  distinguishing  palate;  but  indis- 
criminate voraciousness  degrades  him  to  a  glutton.  A 
man  may  play  with  decency;  but  if  he  game«  he  ia-1 
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ilisgraceil.  Vivacily  and  wit  make  a  man  ehine  in 
company ;  but  trite  jokes  and  loud  laughter  reduce 
liim  to  u  bufToon.  Every  virtue,  tbey  say,  lias  its  kin- 
dred vice;  every  pleasure,  I  am  sure,  hag  its  neigh- 
bouring disgrace.  Mark  carefully,  therefore,  the  lino 
tliat  separates  them,  and  rather  stop  a  yard  short,  than 
Btep  an  inch  beyond  it. 

I  wieh  to  God  that  you  had  as  much  pleasure  in 
following  ray  advice,  aa  I  have  in  giving  it  you  ;  and 
you  may  tlie  easier  have  it,  as  I  give  you  none  that  is 
inconsistent  with  your  pleasure.  In  all  that  T  say  to 
you,  it  18  your  interest  alone  that  I  consider:  trust  to 
my  experience;  you  know  you  may  to  my  affection. 
Adieu. 

I  have  received  no  letter  yet  from  you  or  Mr.  Harte. 


London,  February  8,  O.  3. 1750. 

My  pear  Friend, 

You  have,  by  this  time,  I  hope  and  believe,  made 
such  a  progress  in  the  Italian  language,  that  you  can 
read  it  with  ease;  I  mean  the  easy  books  in  it:  and 
indeed,  in  that,  as  well  as  in  every  other  language,  the 
ea.sicst  books  are  generally  the  best ;  for,  whatever 
author  is  obscure  and  diiHcult  in  his  own  language, 
certainly  does  not  think  clearly.  This  is,  in  my  opin- 
ion, the  case  of  a  celebrated  Italian  author ;  to  whom 
the  Italians,  from  the  admiration  they  have  of  him, 
have  given  the  epithet  of  ildlvino;  I  mean,  DarUe. 
Though  I  formerly  knew  Italian  extremely  well,  I 
oould  never  understand  him ;  for  which  reason  I  had 
done  with  him,  fully  convinced  that  he  was  not  worth 
the  pains  necessary  to  nndei-stand  him. 
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The  jfood  Italian  authors  are,  in  my  mind,  but  few  ; 
I  mean  authors  of  invention ;  for  there  are,  undoubt'- 
edly,  very  good  historians,  and  excellent  translators. 
The  two  poeta  worth  your  rending,  and  I  was  going 
to  say,  the  only  two,  are  Tasao  and  Ariosto.  Tasso's 
Gicrumlemme  Liberala  is  altogether  unquestionably 
a  fine  |>oeni,  though  it  has  some  low,  and  many  false 
thoughts  in  it:  and  Boileau  very  justly  mokes  it  the 
mark  of  a  bad  taste,  to  compare  k  clinquant  du  Tatte^ 
d  tor  de  Virgile.  The  imago,  with  whifh  he  adorns 
the  introduction  of  hia  Epic  Poem,  is  low  and  disgust* 
iog;  it  is  that  of  a  froward,  sick,  puking  child,  who 
is  deceived  into  a  doee  of  necessary  physic  by  du  bon^ 
ton.    The  verses  are  these : 

Cod  ill'  egro  fanciul  porgiftino  anpent 
Pi  sottTi  licor  gli  orli  del  tiuo: 
Bucclit  nuiart  iogannato  laUnto  ei  beve, 
£  dair  inganno  8Uo  vita  riceve. 

However,  the  poem,  with  all  its  faults  about  it,  may 
justly  be  called  a  fine  one. 

If  fancy,  imagination,  invention,  description,  Ae. 
constitute  a  poet,  Ariosto  is,  unquestionably,  a  great 
one.  His  Orlando,  it  is  true,  is  a  medley  of  lies  and 
truths,  sacred  and  profane,  wars,  Iovch,  enchautments, 
giantJi,  mad  heroes,  and  adventurous  damsels;  but 
then,  he  gives  it  you  very  fairly  for  what  it  is,  and 
does  not  pretend  to  put  it  u|)on  you  for  the  true 
Epopee,  or  Epic  Poem.     He  says, 

Le  DoDae,  1  Caralior,  I'arme,  gll  unorf« 
Le  oort«fie,  Vftudacl  tmprcte,  lo  canto. 

The  connections  of  hJa  stories  are  ndminible,  hia  re- 
flections Just,  hia  sneers  and  ironies  incomparable,  and 
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his  painting  excellent.  When  Angelica,  after  having 
wandered  over  half  the  world  alone  with  Orlando, 
pretends,  notwithstanding, 


■ch'el  fior  virginal  cosi  area  ulvo. 


Come  kIo  portd  dal  matcrn'  aWo. 

The  Author  adds,  very  gravely, 

Fone  en  Ttr,  ma  non  per6  crsdiblle 
A  cbi  del  aenao  suo  foaae  Bignore. 

Astolpho's  being  carried  to  the  moon,  by  St.  John,  in 
order  to  look  for  Orlando*8  lost  wits,  at  the  end  of  the 
S4th  book,  and  the  many  lost  things  that  be  finds 
there,  is  a.  most  happy  extravagancy,  and  contains,  at 
the  same  time,  a  great  deal  of  sense.  I  would  advise 
you  to  read  tliis  poem  with  attention.  It  is,  also,  the 
source  of  half  the  tales,  novels,  and  plays,  that  have 
been  written  since. 

The  Pastor  Fido  of  Guarini  is  so  celebrated,  that 
you  should  read  it;  but  in  reading  it,  you  will  judge 
of  the  great  propriety  of  the  characters.  A  parcel  of 
shepherds  and  shepherdesses,  with  the  true  pastoral 
simplicity,  talk  metajihysica,  epigrams,  concetti^  and 
quibbles,  by  the  hour,  to  each  other. 

The  Aminta  del  Tasso  is  much  more  what  it  is  in- 
tended to  be,  u  Pastoral ;  the  shepherds,  indeed,  have 
their  concetti,  and  thinr  antitheses;  but  are  not  quite 
80  sublime  and  abstracted  as  those  in  Pastoi'  Fxdo.  I 
think  that  you  will  like  it  much  the  best  of  the  two. 

Pelrarca  is,  in  ray  mind,  a  sing-song  love-sick  Poet; 
much  admired,  however,  by  the  Italians:  but  an 
Italian,  who  should  tluok  no  better  of  him  than  I 
do,  would  certainly  say,  that  he  deservetl  his  Laura 
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better  than  his  Lauro;  and  that  wretched  quibble 
would  be  reckoned  an  excellent  piece  of  Italian  wit. 

Tlie  Italian  prose-writers  (of  invention  I  mean) 
which  I  would  recommend  to  your  acquaintance,  are 
Machiavelti,  and  Bocacclo  ;  tlie  former,  for  the  estab- 
lished reputation  which  he  has  acquired,  of  a  consum- 
mate politician,  (whatever  my  own  private  sentiments 
may  be  of  either  his  j>olilic8  or  hia  morality :)  the 
latter,  for  hia  great  invention,  and  for  hia  natural  and 
agreeable  manner  of  telling  his  storiea. 

Guicciardiui,  Benlivoglio,  Davila,  &c.  are  excellent 
liiatorians,  and  deserve  being  read  with  attention.  The 
nature  of  History  checks,  a  little,  the  flights  of  Italian 
imaginations;  which,  in  works  of  invention,  are  very 
liigh  indeed.  Translations  curb  them  still  more;  and 
their  translations  of  the  Classics  are  incomparable; 
particularly  the  first  ten,  translated  in  the  time  of 
Leo  the  Xth,  and  in8cribe<l  to  him,  under  the  title  of 
the  Colhiia,  That  original  Collana  has  been  length- 
ened since ;  and,  if  I  mistake  not,  consists,  now,  of  one 
hundred  and  ten  volumes. 

From  what  I  have  said,  you  will  easily  guess  that 
I  meant  to  put  you  upon  your  guard ;  and  not  to  let 
your  fancy  be  dazzled  and  your  ta»t«  corrupted  by  the 
concetti,  the  quaintnessea,  and  false  thoughts  which  are 
too  much  the  characteristics  of  the  Italian  and  Spanish 
authore.  I  think  you  are  in  no  great  danger,  as  yonr 
taste  has  been  formed  upon  the  best  ancient  moilels, 
the  Greek  and  Latin  authors  of  the  best  ages,  who 
indulge  themselves  in  none  of  the  puerilities  I  have 
hinted  at.  I  think  I  may  say  with  truth,  that  true 
wit,  sound  taste,  and  good  sense,  ore  now  as  it  were 
engrossed  by  France  and  England.     Your  old  ac- 


TO  niS  SON,  ON   EDUCATION. 


441 


qiiaintancGS,  the  Germans,  T  fear,  are  a  little  below 
them ;  and  your  new  acquaintances,  the  Italians,  are 
a  great  deal  too  much  above  them.  Tlie  former,  I 
doubt,  crawl  a  little;  the  latter,  I  am  sure,  very  often 
fly  out  of  sight. 

I  recommended  to  you,  a  good  many  years  ago,  aud 
I  believe  you  then  read,  Z«  Manilre  de  Bien  Pciuser 
dans  lc8  Ouvragcs  d'Ettprit,  par  le  P^re  Bouhours; 
and  I  think  it  is  very  well  worth  your  reading  again, 
now  that  you  cjin  judge  of  it  better.  I  do  not  know 
any  book  that  contributes  more  to  form  a  true  taste ; 
and  you  6nd  there,  into  the  bargain,  the  most  cele- 
brated passages  l>oth  of  the  ancients  aud  the  moderns ; 
which  refresh  your  memory  with  what  you  have 
formerly  read  in  them  separately.  It  is  followed  by 
u  book  much  of  the  same  size,  by  the  same  author, 
entitled  Suite  des  Pemees  Iiitfcihieuscs. 

To  do  justice  to  the  best  English  and  French  au- 
thors, they  liave  not  given  in  to  that  false  ta-ste ;  they 
allow  no  thoughts  to  be  good  that  are  not  just  and 
founded  upon  truth.  The  age  of  Louis  XIV.  was 
very  like  tlie  Augustan :  Boileau,  Motiere,  La  Fon- 
taine, Racine,  <&a.  established  the  true  and  exposed 
the  false  taste.  The  reign  of  King  Charles  II.  (meri- 
torious in  no  other  respect)  banished  false  taste  out  of 
Eagland,  and  proscribed  puns,  quibbles,  acrostics,  &c. 
Since  that,  false  wit  has  renewed  its  attacks  and  en- 
deavoured to  recover  its  lost  empire,  both  in  England 
and  France,  but  without  success;  though  I  must  say 
with  more  success  in  France  than  in  England ;  Addi- 
son, Pope,  and  Swift  having  vigorously  defendetl  the 
rights  of  good  sense;  which  is  more  tban  can  be  said 
of  their  coteuiporary  French  authora;  who  liave  of 
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late  had  a  great  tendency  to  le  faux  hrillant^  le  ra» 
finement,  et  rentortillem^nl.  And  Lord  Roscommon 
would  be  more  iu  the  right  now  tbaii  he  was  then,  in 
saying,  that 

The  Englinb  ballioa  of  one  sterling  Hae, 

Drnwn  to  Freach  wire,  would  through  whole  page*  ihine. 

Lose  no  time,  my  dear  child,  I  conjure  you,  in 
forming  your  taat-e,  your  manners,  your  mind,  your 
everytliing :  you  have  but  two  years'  time  to  do  it  in ; 
for  whatever  you  are,  to  a  certain  degree,  at  twenty, 
yon  will  he,  more  or  less,  all  the  rest  of  your  life. 
May  it  be  a  long  and  happy  one.     Adieu  I 


Londou.  Febra&i7  22,  0.  S.  17501 

My  dear  Friend, 

If  the  Italian  of  your  letter  to  Lady  Chesterfield 
was  all  your  own,  I  am  very  well  satisfied  with  tlie 
progress  which  you  have  made  in  that  language  in  90^ 
short  a  time;  according  to  that  gradation  you  will,  in 
a  very  little  time  more,  be  master  of  iU  Except  at 
the  French  Ambassador's,  I  believe  you  hear  oulj 
Italian  spoken,  for  the  Italians  speak  very  little' 
French,  and  that  little  generally  very  ill.  The  French 
are  even  with  them,  and  generally  speak  Italian  as 
ill ;  for  I  never  knew  a  Frenchman  in  my  Hfo  who 
could  pronounce  the  Italian  ce  ci,  or  ffe  yi.  Your 
desire  of  pleasing  the  Roman  ladies  will  of  couree 
give  you  not  only  the  desire,  but  the  means  of  speak" 
ing  to  them  elegantly  in  their  own  language.  The 
Princess  Borgheee,  I  am  told,  8j>eakB  French  both  ill 
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and  unwillingly ;  and  therefore  yoii  ehouUl  make  a 
merit  to  her  of  your  application  to  lier  language. 
Bhe  is,  by  a  kind  of  prescription,  (a  longer  than  she 
would  probably  wish)  at  the  head  of  the  beau  monde 
at  Rome  ;*  and  can,  consequently,  establish  or  destroy 
a  young  fellow's  fashionable  character.  If  she  de- 
clares him  amabile  e  leff^iadro,  otiiers  will  think  liim 
oBO,  or  nt  least,  those  who  do  not,  will  not  dare  to  say 
80.  There  are  in  every  great  town  some  such  women, 
whose  rank,  l>eauty,  and  fortune  have  conspired  to 
place  them  at  the  head  of  the  fashion.  They  have 
generally  been  gallant,  but  within  certain  decent 
bounds.  Their  gallantries  have  taught  both  them 
and  their  admirers  good-breeding,  without  which  they 
could  keep  up  no  dignity;  but  would  be  vilified  by 
those  very  gallantries  which  put  them  in  vogue.  It 
is  with  these  womeu,  as  with  ministers  and  favourites 
at  Court;  they  decide  upon  fashion  and  characters,  aa 
tliese  do  on  fortunes  and  preferments.  Pay  particular 
court,  tlierefore,  wherever  you  are,  to  these  female 
BOvereigns  of  the  beau  monde;  their  recommendation 
is  a  passport  through  all  the  realms  of  politeness. 
But  then,  remember  that  they  require  minute,  offi- 


*  A  good  account  or  the  ■ocicty  at  Kome  b  few  yean  before  tlUi 
period  U  given  by  the  I'ro&Ident  Do  BrouM,  and  another,  a  few  yean 
after  it,  by  Monsieur  OuteQs.    The  formor  describes  the  Princess  Bor- 
tCM  Si  "  Aituablo,  enjou6e,  Bpiiitaclle.  galante,  et  d'uno  £guro  agr^- 
'able."— <Le"re9  ear  I'ltalie,  vol.  il.  p.  213, ed.  1836.)    Cardinal  Alex- 
lander  Albani,  for  whom  l»rd  Ohesterfletd  bad  ieat  bii  aon  a  letter  of 
^Introduction,  appPArs  to  have  maintained  during  nearly  half  a  century 
'great  state  and  hospitality,  and  Hbowii  es]>ccial  kindness  to  the  Eog- 
lub.    Accordiug  to  Dutcns.  "II  disoit  toujoun  'qos  iKiai  amis,  lea 
"  Angloif),'  et  il  m'entretenoit  Houvent  d'une  Idje  favorite  qn'il  deslroit 
"fori  renliJier;  c'£tott  de  former  une  aliiRDce  entre  laCour  de  Londrea 
**  et  I&  Cour  de  Rome."— Mfoioiree,  toI.  i.  p.  296. 
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C10D&  attention.?.  Yon  should,  if  poegiblc^  giieas  st 
and  anticifrnte  all  tlicir  little  fancies  and  inclinations; 
make  yourself  familiarly  and  domestically  usofal  to 
them,  by  offering  yourself  for  all  their  little  commi»- 
sious,  and  assisting  in  doing  the  honours  of  their 
houses,  and  entering  with  seeming  unction  into  all 
their  little  grievances,  bustles,  views;  for  they  are 
always  busy.  If  you  are  once  hen  ficcato  at  the 
Palazzo  Borghese,  you  will  soon  be  in  fashion  at 
Rome;  and  being  in  fashion  will  soon  fashion  you: 
for  that  b  wliat  you  must  now  thiuk  of  very  seriously. 

I  am  sorry  tliat  there  is  no  good  dancing- master  at 
Rome,  to  form  your  exterior  air  and  carriage,  which, 
I  doubt,  are  not  yet  the  genteelest  in  the  world;  but 
you  may,  and  I  hoj>e  you  will,  in  the  mean  time,  ob- 
serve the  air  and  carriage  of  those  who  arc  reckoned 
to  have  the  best,  and  form  your  own  upon  them. 
Ease,  gracefulnees,  and  dignity,  compose  the  air  and 
address  of  a  man  of  fashion,  which  is  as  unlike  the 
affected  attitudes  and  motions  of  a  pctU  m<ifire,  a&  it 
is  to  the  awkward,  negligent,  clumsy,  aud  sloucliing 
manner  of  a  booby. 

I  am  extremely  pleased  with  the  account  Mr.  HarUi! 
has  given  me  of  the  allutmcnt  of  your  time  at  Rome. 
Those  five  hours  every  morning  whitli  you  employ  in 
serious  studies  with  Mr.  Harte  are  laid  out  with  great 
interest,  and  will  make  you  rich  all  the  rest  of  your 
life.  I  do  not  look  upon  the  subsequent  morning 
hours,  which  you  pass  with  your  cicerone^  to  be  ill- 
disposed  of:  there  is  a  kind  of  oonaexion  between 
them ;  and  your  evening  diversious  in  good  comj>any 
are,  in  their  way,  as  u.seful  and  nccca&ary.  This  is 
the  way  for  you  to  have  both  weight  and  lustre  in  the 
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world;  and  tin's  is  the  object  whicli  I  always  bad  in 
Tiew  in  your  education. 

Adieu,  my  friend !     Go  on  and  prosper. 

Mr.  Grevenkop  has  just  received  Mr.  Harte's  letter 
of  thelSdi,  N.S. 


London,  March  8,  O.S.  1760. 

Young  as  you  are,  I  bope  you  are  in  hnste  to  live: 
by  living,  I  mean  living  with  lustre  and  honour  to 
yourself,  with  utility  to  society,  doing  what  may  de- 
serve to  be  written,  or  writing  what  may  deserve  to  be 
read ;  I  should  wish  both.  Those  who  consider  life 
in  that  light  will  not  idly  lavish  one  moment.  The 
present  moments  are  the  only  ones  we  are  sure  of,  and 
as  such  the  most  valuable ;  but  yours  are  doubly  so  at 
your  age,  for  the  credit,  the  dignity,  the  comfort,  and 
the  pleasure  of  all  your  future  momenta  depend  upon 
the  use  you  make  of  your  present  ones. 

I  am  extremely  satistied  with  your  present  manner 
of  employing  your  time;  but  will  you  always  employ 
it  as  well?  I  am  far  from  meaning  always  in  the 
same  way,  but  I  mean  as  well  in  proportion  in  the 
variation  of  age  and  circumstances.  You  now  study 
five  hours  every  morning;  I  neither  suppose  that  you 
will,  nor  desire  that  you  should,  do  so  for  the  rest  of 
your  life.  Both  business  and  pleasure  will  justly  and 
equally  break  in  upon  those  hours;  but  then, will  you 
always  employ  the  leisure  they  leave  you  in  useful 
studies?  If  you  have  but  an  hour,  will  you  improve 
that  hour,  instead  of  idling  it  away  ?  While  you 
have  such  a  friend  and  monitor  with  you  as  Mr. 
Harte,  I  am  sui-e  you  will ;  but,  suppose  that  business 
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and  situations  should,  in  six  or  seven  months,  call 
Mr.  Harte  away  from  you,  tell  me  truly,  what  may  I 
expect  and  depend  upon  from  you  when  left  to  your- 
self? May  I  be  sure  that  you  will  employ  some  part 
of  every  day  in  adding  somethiug  to  that  stock  of 
knowledge  which  he  will  have  left  you  ?  May  I  hope 
that  you  will  allot  one  hour  in  the  week  to  the  care 
of  your  own  afiUirs,  to  keep  them  in  that  order  and 
method  whitrli  every  prudent  man  does?  But,  above 
all,  may  I  be  convinced  that  your  pleasureif,  whatever 
they  may  be,  will  be  confined  within  the  circle  of 
good  company  and  people  of  fashion?  Those  pleas- 
ures I  recommend  to  you  :  I  will  promote  them,  I  will 
pay  for  them ;  but  I  will  neither  pay  for,  nor  suffer, 
the  unbecoming,  disgraceful,  and  degrading  pleasures 
(they  cannot  bo  called  pleasures)  of  low  and  profli- 
gate company.  I  confess,  the  pleasures  of  high  life 
arc  not  always  strictly  philosophical ;  and  I  believe  a 
Stoic  would  blame  ray  indulgence;  but  1  am  yet  no 
Stoic,  tliongh  turned  of  iive-and-fifty,  and  I  am  apt 
to  think  that  you  are  rather  less  so  at  eighteen.  The 
pleasures  of  the  table  among  people  of  the  firj»t  fashion 
may  indeed  sometimes,  by  accident,  run  into  excesses; 
but  they  will  never  sink  into  a  continued  course  of 
gluttony  and  drunkenness.  The  gallantry  of  high 
Life,  though  not  strictly  juistifiable,  carries,  at  least,  uo 
external  marks  of  infamy  about  it.  Neither  the  heart 
nor  tlie  constitution  is  corrupted  by  it;  neither  nuse 
uor  character  lost  by  it;  manners,  possibly,  improved. 
Flay,  in  good  company,  is  only  play,  and  not  griming, 
not  deep,  and  consequently  not  dangerous,  nor  dis- 
honourable. It  is  only  the  inter-acts  of  otlier  amuse- 
tueut^ 
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This,  I  am  sure,  is  not  talking  to  you  like  an  old 
man,  though  it  is  talking  U>  you  like  an  oUI  friond. 
These  are  not  hard  conditions  to  oak  of  you.  I  am 
certain  you  have  sense  enough  to  know  how  reason- 
able they  are  on  ray  jmrt,  how  advaiilageous  they  are 
on  youi-s ;  but  have  you  resolution  enough  to  perforui 
them?  Can  you  withstand  the  examples  and  the 
invitations  of  the  prulligate,  and  their  infamous  mis- 
sionaries? For  I  have  known  many  a  young  fellow 
aeduccd  by  a  mauvaise  honte,  that  made  him  ashamed 
to  refuse.  These  are  resolutions  which  you  must  form, 
and  steadily  execute  for  youi-self,  whenever  you  lose  the 
friendly  care  and  assistance  of  your  Mentor.  In  the 
mean  time,  make  a  greedy  use  of  him ;  exhaust  him,  if 
you  can,  of  all  his  knowledge;  and  get  the  prophet's 
mantle  from  him,  before  he  is  taken  awa}'  himself. 

You  seem  to  like  Kome.  How  do  you  go  on  there? 
Are  you  got  into  tlie  inside  of  that  extraordinary  gov- 
erntnent?  Has  your  Abbate  Foggini  discovered  many 
of  those  mysteries  to  yon  ?  Have  yon  made  an  ao- 
quaiutance  with  some  eminent  Jesuits?  I  know  no 
people  in  the  world  more  instructive.  You  would  do 
very  well  to  take  one  or  two  such  sort  of  people  home 
with  you  to  dinner  every  day :  it  would  be  only  a  lit- 
tle minestra  and  macaroni  the  more;  aud  a  three  or 
four  houiV  conversation  de  suite  produces  a  thousand 
useful  informations,  which  short  meetioga  and  suatches 
at  third  places  do  not  admit  of;  and  many  of  those 
gentlemen  are  by  no  means  unwilling  to  iiuxQ  gratis. 
Whenever  you  meet  with  a  man  eminent  in  any  way, 
feed  him,  aud  feed  upon  him  at  the  same  time;  it  will 
not  only  improve  you,  but  give  you  a  reputation  of 
knowledge,  and  of  loving  it  in  others. 
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I  liave  Ijeeu  lately  iiiforined  of  an  Italian  book, 
whicli  I  believe  may  be  of  use  to  you,  and  wliicb,  I 
dare  say,  you  may  get  at  Rome ;  written  by  one  Al- 
bert!, about  fourecore  or  a  hundred  years  ago,  a  tliick 
quarto.  It  is  a  classical  description  of  Italy ;  from 
whence,  I  am  assured,  that  Mr.  Addison,  to  save  him- 
self trouble,  has  taken  most  of  his  remarks  and  clas- 
sical references.*  I  am  told  that  it  is  an  excellent 
book  for  a  traveller  in  Italy. 

What  Italian  books  have  you  read,  or  are  you  read- 
ing? Ariaslo  I  hope  i»  one  of  them.  Pray  apj 
yourself  diligently  to  Italian  ;  it  is  so  easy  a  langu 
that  speaking  it  constantly,  and  reacting  it  often,  must, 
in  six  months  more,  make  you  perfectly  master  of  it: 
in  which  case  you  will  never  forget  it;  for  we  only 
forget  those  things  of  which  we  know  but  little. 

But,  above  all  things,  to  all  that  you  learn,  to  all 
that  you  say,  and  to  all  that  you  do,  remember  to  join 
the  Graces.  All  is  imperfect  without  them;  with 
them,  everything  is  at  least  tolerable.  Nothing  could 
hurt  me  more  than  to  find  you  unattended  by  them. 
How  cruelly  should  I  be  shocked,  if,  at  our  first  meet- 
ing, you  should  present  yourself  to  me  without  them ! 
Invoke  then,  and  sacrifice  to  tliem  every  moment: 
they  are  always  kind,  where  they  are  assiduously 
courted.  For  God's  sake,  aim  at  perfection  in  every 
thing.  Nil  (iclum  rcpulam  si  quid  superasel  agenduv^^ 
Adieu.     Yours,  most  tenderly. 

*  Addison's  Travels  in  Italy  hsMe  called  forth  a  ditTorvnt  critiebsi' 
from  Mr.  Hncaulay :  "  TUoy  abound  with  claaiical  quotalionR  happiljr 
"  introduced,  but  hii  quotatJonii,  wUb  acarccly  a  single  exceptjoo,  ai*) 
"takrn  rrom  Latin  vene.  .  .  .  Even  his  notlooi  of  the  political  aiidT 
"mllllary  afTHini  of  the  Roinftnn  neeni  to  be  dcrlred  from  poMa  tod 
"  po«tiuit«r»."— EdluburgU  R«viow,  No.  clvli.  p.  198. 
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Loodon,  Murch  10,  0. 8. 1760. 

My  dear  Friend, 

I  ACKNOWLEDGE  your  last  letter  of  the  24tb  Feb- 
ruary, N.S.  In  return  for  your  eartliqiiake,  I  can 
tell  you  that  we  hove  had,  here,  more  than  our  share 
of  earthquake?,  for  we  had  two  very  strong  ones  in 
eight-aiul-lwenty  days.  They  really  do  too  much 
honour  to  our  cold  climate;  in  your  warm  one,  they 
ure  compensated  by  favours  from  the  sun,  which  we 
do  not  enjoy. 

I  did  not  think  that  the  present  Pope  *  was  a  sort 
of  man,  to  build  seven  modern  little  chapels  at  the 
expense  of  so  respectable  a  piece  of  antiquity  as  the 
CollUeum.  However,  let  his  Holiness's  taste  of  Vtrlu 
be  ever  so  bad,  pray  get  somebody  to  present  you  to 
him,  before  you  leave  Kome;  and  without  hesitation 
kiss  his  8lip|>er,  or  whatever  else  the  ftiquelte  of  that 
Court  requires.  I  would  have  you  see  all  thoee  cere- 
monies; and  I  presume  that  you  are,  by  this  time, 
ready  enough  at  Italian  to  understand  and  answer  il 
Sanio  Padre  in  that  language.  T  hope,  too,  that  you 
have  acquired  address,  and  usage  enough  of  the  world, 
to  be  presented  to  anybody,  without  embarra-ssment  or 
ilisap probation.  If  that  is  not  yet  quite  perfect,  as  I 
cannot  suppose  that  it  is  entirely,  custom  will  improve 
it  daily,  and  habit  at  last  complete  it.  I  have  for 
some  lime  told  you,  that  the  great  difficulties  are  pretty 
well  conquered.  You  have  acquired  knowledge,  which 
is  the  Prhicipium  et  Fona  ;  but  you  have  now  a  va- 
riety of  lesser  things  to  attend  to,  which  collectively 

*  Prospcro  Lauil>erticii,  who  reigiiod  from  1740  to  1708  uuJer  tlia 
title  of  £Iene<lict  XIV.    Even  Voltaire  owns  of  him,  that  he  wax 
*' wm6  de  I&Chr^ti6nt6  pour  la  doacear  et  U  gaietddesoDcaraciCre." 
— Siftcle  da  Louis  XV.,  ch.  xxxvi. 
Vot.  1.  2a 
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make  one  great  and  important  object.  You  easily 
guess  that  I  mean  the  Graces,  the  air,  addre68,  polite- 
neee,  and,  in  short,  the  whole  toumure  and  a^rement 
of  a  man  of  fasliion;  so  many  little  things  conspire 
to  form  that  toumure,  that  though  separately  they 
seem  too  inBignifieant  to  mention,  yet  aggregately  they 
are  too  material,  for  me  (who  think  for  you  down  lu 
the  very  lowest  things)  to  omit.  For  instance:  do 
you  use  yourself  to  carve,  eat,  and  drink  genteelly, 
and  with  eaye?  Do  you  tjike  care  to  wulk,  sit,  staud, 
and  present  yourself  gracefully  ?  Are  you  sufficiently 
upon  your  guard  against  awkward  attitudes,  and  illib- 
eral, ill-bred,  and  disgusting  habits;  such  as  sc^mtch- 
ing  yourself,  putting  your  fingers  in  your  mouth,  nose, 
and  ears  ?  Tricks  always  acquired  at  schools,  often 
too  much  neglected  afterwards;  but,  however,  ex- 
tremely ill-bred  and  nauseous.  For  T  do  not  conceive 
tliat  any  man  baa  a  right  to  exhibit,  in  company,  any 
one  excrement,  more  thau  anotbcr.  Do  you  dren 
well,  and  think  a  little  of  the  brlUajii  in  your  person  f 
That  too  is  necessary,  because  it  is  prcvenaiit.  Do 
you  aim  at  easy,  engaging,  but  at  the  same  time  civil 
or  respectful  manners,  according  to  the  company  you 
are  in?  These,  and  a  thousand  other  thingu,  which 
you  will  observe  in  people  of  fashion,  better  than  I 
can  describe  them,  are  absolutely  necessary  for  every 
man ;  but  still  more  for  you,  than  far  almost  any  man 
living.  The  sbowish,  the  shining,  the  engaging  jwrta 
of  the  character  of  a  fine  geutleman,  should  (conaid- 
ering  your  destination)  be  the  princjpal  objects  of 
your  present  attention. 

When  you  return  here,  I  am  apt  to  think  tlmt  you 
irill  find  something  better  to  do,  than  to  run  lo  Mr. 
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Osborne's  at  Gray's  lun,  to  pick  up  scarce  books. 
Btiy  good  books,  nnd  read  them  ;  the  best  books  are 
the  coniroonest,  and  the  lant  editions  are  always  the 
t,  if  the  editors  are  not  blockheads;  for  they  may 
'profit  of  the  former.  But  take  care  not  to  understand 
editions  and  title-pages  too  well.  It  always  smells 
of  pedantry,  and  not  always  of  learning.  What  curi- 
ous books  I  have,  they  are  indeed  but  few,  shall  be 
at  your  service.  I  have  some  of  the  Old  Collana, 
and  the  RIacchiavel  of  1550.  Beware  of  the  Biblio- 
manie. 

In  the  midst  of  either  your  studies  or  your  pleas- 
nres,  pray  never  lose  view  of  the  object  of  your  des- 
tination ;  I  mean  the  political  affairs  of  £urope. 
Follow  them  politically,  chronologically,  and  geo- 
graphically, through  the  newspapers,  and  trace  up  the 
facts  which  you  meet  with  there  to  their  sources:  as 
for  example;  consult  the  treaties  of  Ncmtadl  and 
Abo,  with  regard  to  the  disputes,  which  you  read  of 
every  day  in  the  public  papers,  between  Russia  and 
Sweden.  For  the  aflaira  of  Italy,  which  are  reported 
to  be  the  objects  of  present  negotiations,  recur  to  the 
Quadruple  Alliance  of  the  year  1718,  and  follow 
them  down  through  their  several  variations  to  the 
Treaty  of  Aix-lu-Chupelle,  1748;  in  which  (by  the 
bye)  you  will  find  the  very  different  tenures  by  which 
the  Infant  Don  Philip,  your  namesake,  holds  Parma 
and  Placentia.  Consult,  also,  the  Kmperor  Charles 
the  Sixth's  Act  of  Cession  of  the  kingdoms  of  Naples 
and  Sicily,  in  1736.  The  succession  to  the  kingdoms 
of  Naples  and  Sicily  being  a  point,  which,  upon  the 
death  of  the  present  King  of  Sj>ain,  is  likely  to 
occafflon  some  disputes,  do  not  lose  the  thread  of  these 
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matters ;  which  is  carried  on  with  great  ease^  but,  if 
ODce  broken,  is  resumed  with  difficulty. 

Pray  tell  Mr.  Harte  that  I  have  sent  his  packet  to 
Barou  Firmian,  by  Count  Einaiedlen,  who  is  gone 
from  hence  this  day  for  Grermany,  and  passes  through 
Vienna  in  hia  way  to  Italy,  where  he  is  in  hopes  of 
crossing  upon  you  somewhere  or  other.  Adieu,  my 
friend  I 
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